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cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

The Accumulatio
of Tim

Could it be a place where molten lava has

burst through? Or a scar left from the impact of

a massive meteorite? No matter what this
particular artwork may depict, the power of nature
is clearly visible in the art of Chun Kwang-Young,
otherwise known as the “Korean paper artist.” His
creations are visually overwhelming, the scent of
old paper gives them an olfactory dimension, and
standing before one such art pieces feels as if
the voices of our ancestors are ringing in your ears as
they recite one of their great epics.

“Aggregation13-MA008,” Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 250x200 cm, 2013

Chun Kwang-Young was born in 1944. Though
born into a wealthy family in Hongcheon,
Gangwon-do Province, he became a rather poor
student who had to work to support himself
after deciding to become an artist.

When he returned from a difficult period of
overseas study at the Philadelphia College of
Art, Chun engaged in a search for his “unique
voice.” To find it, he turned to his Korean roots.
His search led him to the medicine wrappers
used by his great-uncle, who had run an herbal
medicine store.

“When | think of my great-uncle writing on
paper in cursive-style Chinese characters, putting
the medicine inside, and tying it up with string,
| get a clear picture of delicate hand movements
praying for health,” recalls Chun. “Medicine
wrappers belong to the same strand of Korean

Images courtesy of the artist & PKM Gallery



“Aggregation17-FEO15(Dream4),” Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 151x151 cm, 2017

Chu
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culture as traditional wrapping cloths, and
| wanted to infuse them with warm affection.”

In Chun’s Assemblage series, which gradually
reached its final form during the 1990s,
triangular pieces of styrofoam are wrapped in
Korean paper with words written on it; hundreds
or thousands of such pieces are carefully fixed
together this way. The time that our ancestors
spent reading the classics, the time that these
old books have lasted, the time taken by the
process of cutting the paper and wrapping and
attaching the pieces, and the time it takes to
sublimate this into art, all these layers of time

pile up to give the viewer a heavily symbolic thrill.

In his work to date, Chun has used about
10,000 old books. But in his studio in Pangyo,
Gyeonggi-do Province, he has another 20,000
that he has collected throughout the years.

Whenever the opportunity presented itself, Chun

ransacked markets such the Yangnyeong Market
and Gyeongdong Market in Seoul’s Dongdaemun-
gu District for these old prints.

In his earlier work, Chun dyed the paper with
coffee or tea to produce a dark and majestic
effect. More recently, he has used yellow and red
stains from gardenia and boxhorn seeds to
express a lighter, more uplifting feeling. His
Korean paper sculptures form natural-looking
grasslands and blossoming flower beds.

In October, Chun Kwang Young will become
the first Korean artist to hold a solo exhibition at
New York’s Brooklyn Museum. @

Cho Sang-In has been working as an art reporter for the cultural
section of the Seoul Economic Daily for the past 10 years.
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“Aggregation18-JA013,” Mixed media with Korean mulberry paper, 174x143 cm, 2018
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Ultra Korea

Ultra Korea, an outdoor electronic music festival
that is a part of Ultra Music Festival’s worldwide
expansion, will take place in the Jamsil Olympic
Stadium, in southern Seoul, from June 8 to 10.
The seventh edition of the festival will feature an
eye catching lineup of some 100 top-notch artists
including The Chainsmokers, Zedd, and David
Guetta, who were unveiled in the first lineup
announcement. A newly revealed lineup include
RL Grime, one of the biggest names in the trap
scene; Ice Cube, known as “the godfather of hip-
hop”; and Modestep, known for the impressive
harmony between its intense dubstep music

and sweet sounding voca\s.
Stadium, Auxiliary Stadium, and the west gate
parking space at the Seoul Sports Complex

& June 8-10
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Upstream Music Fest + Summit
The Upstream Music Fest +
Summit, a new concept music
festival that combines music
performances and conferences,
will take place in Seattle,
Washington, from June 1 to 3. The
event is quickly becoming one of
Seattle’s representative music
festivals. Last year’s edition (its
debut edition) attracted some
30,000 visitors. This year's
festival will feature concerts by
some 200 music teams including
American rock band Flaming Lips
and R&B singer songwriter Miguel.

CenturyLink Field and Pioneer
Square area & June 1-3 ‘

|=’ upstreammusic est.com|

Dance Festival in a Coastal City
Korea's southern port city of
Busan plays host to an event

that brings together a variety of
dance performances from around
the world at a beachside stage.
The 14th Busan International
Dance Festival will feature colorful
performances by 45 dance troupes
from 15 countries including Korea,
the United States, Belgium, India,
China, and Finland. A series of
high quality dance performances
are sure to captivate audiences,
ranging from traditional Chinese
ethnic dances to performances

by SeoulMates, a project group of
Spanish and Korean dancers.

free admission), Haneulyeon
heatre in Riisan Cinema Center

ITE Haeundae Beach Special Stage
(

(admission with fee) & June 1-9
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QIAEITIRMON 7H2 MOZIAAT X2 2F
edited by Kim Na-Young

Adriana
@pistol_sf
Adriana is a visual designer and stylist who lives
in the Bay Area. She has a knack for fashion and

loves to create beautiful things and see the
beauty of the natural world in the things around
her. She dabbles in hand lettering and crafting.
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#igerssf #sanfrancisco #sf #streetsofsf
#alwayssf #onlyinsf #mysanfrancisco
#wildbayarea #sf_insta #visitsanfrancisco




clipping

STAY

Exclusive

Venetian Elegance

Palazzo Venart
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text by Kim Na-Young / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

| get off my boat at the San Stae
stop. As | walk into a narrow alley
and look around, | smell a strong
scent of flowers coming from
somewhere. The fragrance leads
me to the entrance of the Palazzo
Venart Hotel. After | press the
doorbell, the heavy gate opens
and concierges welcome me
with a bright smile. | walk past
the neat and beautiful courtyard
and into the hotel’s lobby, and
| can’t help letting out a quiet
exclamation, fascinated by its
elegance.

Set within a stately 15th
century palazzo that has
been masterfully renovated,
Palazzo Venart has a total of
18 guestrooms. The number is
small, but each room is quite
spacious, as the building was
renovated with great care during
a long period of time in an effort
to keep the palazzo’s original

structure as much as possible
unchanged. The hotel could have
created more rooms by splitting
bigger rooms. However, it made
the noble choice of maintaining
the palazzo's former elegance.
Thanks to the decision, guests
can now enjoy the fun of walking
on the stairways in some rooms
to reach the terraces attached
to the rooms, or take a dip in
bathrooms that maintain the
shape of the roof above.

The hotel’s suites exude
the luxurious and prosperous
atmosphere of the former
palazzo, making guests feel as
if they were aristocrats. The
panoramic view of the Grand
Canal unfolding outside the
window, the bathroom decorated
with marble set in fantastic
patterns, the Murano glass
chandeliers, the time-honored
furniture, the wonderful terrazzo
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flooring, and the high ceilings are
just breathtaking.

The hotel provides attentive
services tailored to each guest’s
preferences. It offers private
boat rides from the airport to
the hotel, as well as private tour
packages on the main island
or to the nearby Murano and
Burano islands. Visitors can
enjoy a romantic private dinner
with their beloved ones at the
GLAM Restaurant, located
inside Palazzo Venart and run
by Michelin starred chef Enrico
Bartolini. If you are dreaming of a
memorable trip to Venice that you
want to cherish forever, Palazzo
Venart is the place to stay.

Palazzo Venart is a member of
the Leading Hotels of the World,
the world’s oldest consortium of
luxury hotels. (Ihw.com)
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Asian Indie Pop

We are living in an age when we can listen to music from all around the world via social media and global

music streaming services such as SoundCloud and Spotify. Thanks to such technological advances, Asia’s

indie pop rock bands have an ever greater presence on the global music scene. Check out these three Asian

indie pop rock bands recommended by Cogason, a Korean indie pop band.

T R A T

Pictured Resort

What if Japan'’s city pop from the
1970s and 80s —characterized by
album covers covered in blue skies
and seas, sleek performances, and
refined vocals —were to embrace
the urban atmosphere of 2017? Southern
Freeway, an extended play album released in
2017 by Japanese indie band Pictured Resort
from Osaka, starts with authentic city pop to
portray the cool atmosphere of the times with
assured composure. By packaging cheerful
melodies with indie sounds such as dream
pop and synth pop, the album captures at the
same time the refreshing feeling of midday
and the romance of the night. In short, the
album is summer music, indeed.
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Deca Joins

When | first listened to Taiwanese

band Deca Joins’s music, their

lonesome and melancholic tone

felt somewhat unfamiliar. After

repeated listings, however, the
vague unfamiliarity of their sound became
more focused. Deca Joins, who has mastered
various aspects of indie rock music, have a
unique way of expressing rough but tender
emotions. The unique sounds of Taiwan’s
indie scene have been attracting the
attention of Koreans lately. Together with
Sunset Rollercoaster, which has held several
concerts in Korea, Deca Joins is also a band
that deserves attention.
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The indie rock band Chinese
Football has transcended Asia’s
boundaries and is gradually
approaching a status where the
band is mentioned whenever

the “emocore” genre (characterized by

an emphasis on emotional expression) is
discussed. Chinese Football had their first
concert in Korea in March, and have shown
they can stir the emotions of their audiences
with their outstanding performance skills.
Being able to express emotions sometimes
explosively and sometimes delicately, the
band aims to take their music past the
emocore genre and into the broader world of
sounds.

Chinese Football
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Kim Won-Jun is a vocalist and guitarist for Korean indie pop rock band Cogason. Based in the

Hongdae area in Seoul, the band is characterized by its cheerful melodies, intuitive composition,

and sympathetic lyrics. Recently, Cogason joined Chinese indie rock band Chinese Football's

concert in Korea.
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Venue Weihai Point Hotel & Golf Resort
Sponsor Asiana Airlines
Co-Organizers KLPGA, CLPGA
Verification CGA (China Golf Association) CGA (China golf Association)
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| boarded Asiana Airlines’ first
flight to Venice, the city that
everyone dreams of visiting at
least once in a lifetime. Once
there, surrounded by the
gondolas plying gracefully along
the canals, the maze of narrow
alleys, and the rhythmical
sounds of the Italian language,
| felt I wouldn’t mind much even
if | had lost my way somehow.
If you feel similarly enchanted
by your first encounter with
Venice, here are 10 things not
to miss while you're there.
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Doge’s Palace:
Venetian Opulence
at Its Fines

2 37, HiUIX|otA 2hfgtel B

Saint Mark’s Square is a good place to start off
your first Venice visit. This is the hub of Venice’s
main island, as well as a setting that appears in
the works of countless artists. Napoleon called it
“the finest drawing room in Europe.” The square
is flanked on three sides by beautiful and historic
buildings, and among these, the one that you
should definitely see is the Doge’s Palace.
Formerly the residence of the governor of
the Venetian Republic, the Palace is now an
art museum open to the public. The building is
a prime example of the Venetian Gothic style,
displaying artworks by leading artists of the
Venetian School in a lavishly decorated interior.
These artworks cover the walls and ceiling of
every room, impressing the visitor with their
grandeur. By the time you have finished admiring
them and come out of the building, your neck may
be stiff from looking up so much. Above all, don’t
miss Tintoretto’s painting “Il Paradiso,” displayed
in the Main Hall on the third floor.
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a Gondola
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In this city on the water, gondolas are
a common sight; still, you'll reach for
your camera every time you see one.
Gondolas have been used in Venice
since the 11th century, and they are a
symbol of the city, as well as an exotic
mode of transportation.

Of course, you can also get around
by vaporetto (water bus) or water
taxi, but to create a special memory
of Venice there’s nothing like a
gondola ride. Nowhere else can you
roam around the narrow and shallow
canals in a sleek gondola rowed by
a gondolier wearing a striped T-shirt.
If you are lucky, you might hear an
Italian song from a gondolier with a
good voice. And if you are traveling
with your loved one, it will make an
unforgettable moment in your journey
through life together.
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If you lose your way in the tangle of narrow alleys
trying to find the Rialto Bridge, don’t rely on your

A Souvenir
smartphone app; instead, raise your eyes and
s n a Shot follow the yellow “Per Rialto” signs displayed
on the walls of the buildings. Phone apps are

=
. on t e Rlalto useless in this maze of alleys, but the signs are
easy to follow.
- Straddling the Grand Canal, the Rialto Bridge
FIAL 2= crzioin 712 2

stands out among the many bridges of Venice. It

was the first bridge built across the Grand Canal,
and was originally made of wood but beautifully
rebuilt in marble by Antonio da Ponte in the 16th
century.

The Rialto Bridge is always crowded with
tourists taking souvenir snapshots. This is a
golden location for capturing the “Venetian
cliché” of buildings lined up along both sides
of the Grand Canal. It’s also fun to watch the
frequent boats passing under the bridge. Best of
all is the sunset seen from the bridge.
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Local Daily
Life at the Rialto

Market
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In Venice, where tourists flock
almost all year round, a good way to
glimpse the local daily life is to visit
the Rialto Market. | got up early to
walk to this morning fish market.
After crossing the Rialto Bridge and
walking a little further, | reached
my destination. Established in the
14th century, this historic market
used to be a hub of Venetian
business life.

Venice is known for high prices,
but the market is an exception.
Besides fresh seafood, you can find
a variety of foodstuffs here, such
as vegetables and pasta noodles.
If your accommodation has a
kitchen, buying some ingredients
at the market and cooking them
yourself will make for an interesting
experience. After midday, the
seafood corner and many other
street stalls are cleared away, so
be sure to visit in the morning.

& AR

g LU S0 HeE EAl

o HIUIXIOFRI9| &S
HE U= E2 YY Sote
ANEE UEsk= Aot 20| E2l=
A AIFOH 77| flal OFERE R X3
s FAC 2LE OEE U
Z8 O 7ttt 28 U= 2YE A2
14K1710] FEE AL H2 AZOIXE
A L X[t &2 2| SHX(0]7|=
it s SEohs AlHESE 2
A MAALOO 5|5 <H|L|A9|
de>2 HEH=Lrt

2717t F712 |2t HUIX|OFX| 2t
A2 o|2= st siit= OfL2t
CH 22 RHA 9 TFAEH M S CHS
AMEE & 4 ATt 2Hof 20| Zal
SA0M SE0HE 0|RUIM TS &t
22E s Y= A= S FHo| 2
Zo|ct HE HRIt X|LHH 4HE
THE HIRSH W2 7HH0| AltR|Y 27

S0 S2{=xL




Eat and Drink
Like a Venetian
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Northern Italy enjoys the culture of the aperitivo
(a light snack between lunch and dinner), which
is washed down with an apéritif (a drink).
Venetians generally have a glass of the Veneto’s
specialty product, Prosecco wine, or a cocktail
based on the Prosecco, called a “Spritz.” Add a
bit of the Venetian-style finger food cicchetti,
and your Venetian-style aperitivo is complete.

Once you have taken the edge off your hunger
and woken up your taste buds, it’s time to
proceed to the main course. As Venice lies on
the Mediterranean shore, it would be a pity not
to try its seafood cuisine. | suggest choosing
something from the menu that uses seafood as
a main ingredient, whether it’s salmon, sea bass,
octopus, or crab.

And of course, don’t forget to have a glass of
Prosecco with your main course. Sometimes if
you don’t choose a wine when ordering your meal,
the waiter will ask with astonishment, “Don’t you
want any wine?” That’s how it is with wine in Italy.
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Get Your Venice

Souvenirs
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When you walk around the narrow
alleys of Venice, you will pass
countless shops. Richly decorated
masks, brilliantly colored glassware
from Murano Island, and other
eye-catching items form such
an abundant display that, even
if you are just looking around,
you’ll forget the passing of time.
When shopping for these kinds of
souvenirs, though, you do need
to make sure that the shop sells
verifiably authentic items.

| recommend most the writing
stationery and note pads using
Venetian-made paper—very
practical souvenirs. For those
who like paper and stationery,
Scriba is the place to check out.
The shop sells only hand-made
products: from note pads with
beautiful colors and designs made
by artisans using Scriba’s unique
techniques, to Murano glass
fountain pens, to notebook covers
made of Italian leather.
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Classic and
Contemporary
in Venice

HIL|X[OtOHIA RHLb= O, HXO|HLE SHLHX0|AHLE

Venice is also known as a city of art. When the
Venice Biennale is held here, the whole city turns
into one big art gallery. After all, Venice produced
the master artists of the Venetian School, who
built a distinctive world of art.

At the Gallerie dell’Accademia, you can
see about 800 artworks by leading artists
of the Venetian School from the 14th to the
18th centuries. This was an art movement
that emphasized the pictorial element and
attached great importance to color and light.
The Accademia is packed with representative
masterpieces, including the “San Giobbe
Altarpiece” by Giovanni Bellini, the founder of
the Venetian School; Titian’s “Assumption of the
Virgin,” noted for its dazzling colors; and Titian’s
posthumous work “Pieta.”

On the other hand, Venice has a modern
art gallery created from the collection of the
legendary American-born collector Peggy
Guggenheim. Though naturally smaller than the
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York,
the gallery occupies the mansion where Peggy
Guggenheim lived after moving to Venice, toward
the end of her life.

Having been interested in contemporary
art from an early age, Guggenheim used her
exceptionally discerning eye and spending
power to collect artworks and support artists
throughout her life. At the Peggy Guggenheim
Museum, you can admire the artworks of world-
famous artists such as Alexander Calder,
Mark Rothko, and Jackson Pollock (who was
discovered by Guggenheim), all displayed in a
cozy setting.
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Relax at
Italy’s Oldest
Cafe
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Located in Saint Mark’s Square, Caffe
Florian first opened its doors in 1720.
As befits the café with the longest
history in Italy, it has been patronized by
many famous people: Goethe, Marcel
Proust, and Charles Dickens stopped by
here, and even the notorious libertine
Casanova is said to have cast amorous
glances at women in this café.

The café’s luxuriant interior has a
rather distinct atmosphere in each room.
Compared to an ordinary café, the prices
of the drinks here are somewhat high,
but it’s worth paying them to enjoy Caffé
Florian’s unique atmosphere and live
music. When you take your seat, the
waiter will bring you a menu accompanied
by a sheet of paper that lists, in order,
the pieces of music to be played that
day. The tasty cup of coffee served on a
silver tray, accompanied by the sounds
of live music will have you immersed in
the spirit of Venice.
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Hotel Danieli
Just Like
the Movies
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Either before or after your trip, it's worth
watching The Tourist, a movie set in Venice. The
heroine (played by Angelina Jolie) invites a guy
(played by Johnny Depp), whom she met on a
train to Venice, to her luxurious suite room. The
setting that appears in that scene is the Hotel
Danieli.

Located not far from Saint Mark’s Square,
this legendary hotel is formed by three buildings
joined together. The oldest of these buildings
dates from the 14th century. A witness to the
city’s long history, this is one of Venice’s iconic
hotels. The Venetian Gothic-style building once
belonged to Venice’s famous Dandolo family.
Hotel Danieli’s beautiful decorations are proof
that brilliant social events were once a daily
occurrence here. The classic furniture and
collection of antiques arranged throughout the
hotel create a museum setting. The signature
suite rooms were redecorated in 2012 by the
French designer Pierre-Yves Rochon.

Besides the history and luxury, another
attraction at this hotel is the rooftop restaurant
Terrazza Danieli. Even if you're not a guest at the
hotel, having a meal here while enjoying a wide
open view of Venice will give you an unforgettable
experience. (hoteldanieli.com)
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How to
Say Goodbye to
Venice

HLIX|Ot0]| ZfHE W5H= WH

However wonderful your trip to Venice, it must
come to an end at some point. What’s the best
place to say goodbye?

| recommend going somewhere high up. The
observation deck of the Campanile, the bell
tower in Saint Mark’s Square, is an excellent
spot for a panoramic view of Venice. It also
offers the advantage of a comfortable ride to the
top in an elevator. There’s usually a long line of
people waiting to purchase tickets and get in,
but don’t worry, the lines move fast. This popular
spot for photography commands fine views of
Saint Mark’s Square and the dazzling blue sea
in the distance. After looking out from a high
vantage point over the city that has given you
so many happy memories, you can feel a little
better about saying goodbye.

An alternative to the Campanile is the duty-
free shop near the Rialto Bridge. Here you can go
to the rooftop for free, and advance bookings are
taken through the shop’s homepage. The rooftop
is not as high as the Campanile, but it gives a
fine view of the Rialto Bridge and the beautiful
waterways of Venice. @

In cooperation with ENIT-Agenzia Nazionale del
Turismo, Regione Veneto, Gruppo Save-Venice
Airport, Vela Spa, Deep In Venice (deepinvenice.
com)

Asiana Airlines will fly round-trips 3 times a week
between Seoul (Incheon)-Venice.
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VENICE
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Here are three things not to miss while
visiting the beautiful city on the water.
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La Boutique del Gelato

While in Italy, it's a good rule to

allow yourself one gelato (ice-
cream) per day. Actually, in Italy it's
hard to find a gelato that doesn’t taste
good. La Boutique del Gelato is
particularly renowned for its delicious
gelati, and people line up daily in this
pretty shop to taste them. If you're not
sure what flavor to choose, you can ask
the helpful staff to recommend one.
B Saizzada san 1o, 5727, 30174
Castello @ +39 41-522-3283

2t FE|3 & AE

O|Z2|0t0]| RICHH ‘12 1HBHE'S| HEI2
KIAFE= 20| FLf AL OIH2(00M =
HEEES DL |2 EX] 0 2f REE #
HAEE HA 3 B7IZ 0|FH X2 2, OtF et
Of 7HA|o| HEtES StE2= 0|S0| Y E=
Me R0[t. & St= 1EX| NUECHA
IS R EA FMoHEE L o EC

@ SalizzadaSanLio, 5727 30122
Castello @ +39 41-522-3283

Libreria Acqua Alta

B

second-hand books, including many

Venice’'s most beautiful
bookstore carries new and

books about Venice. This shop is most
famous for the shelves that hold the
books. The unusual sight of second-
hand books piled up in a gondola, a
boat, or even a bathtub, has everyone
reaching for their cameras.

I Calle Tonga S Maria Formosal
5176/b, 30122 Castello

@ +39 41-296-0841
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Vecchia Murano Glass

Factory

There’s a place that specializes
in Murano glassware on the main
island of Venice too. Here you can
watch experienced craftsmen show off
a variety of glasswork techniques.
Products are sold in an exhibition room
as big as a museum.
MEMMQALM—SMSM ’
4392/A, 30122 @ +39 41-271-8500
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gourmet

A Perfect Gourmet Trip to

TAIPEI

As | was walking along Taipei’s streets, different food

scents accompanied my every step. From xiaolongbao
(hot beef noodle soup), to steamed buns stuffed
with a juicy meat-based filling, to refreshing fruit shaved

ice, the city’s streets were overflowing with savory scents.
text by Ha Eun-A / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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Traditional Food: The Origin of Taiwanese

Fine Dining

Taiwan has developed a diversified culinary
culture that makes it a popular destination for the
gourmet traveler. One Taiwanese dish prized by
all people, whether old or young, men or women,
local or from overseas, is Taiwan’s national dish:
beef noodle soup. Its taste is defined by a
perfect harmony between the thickly stewed
broth and the chewy noodles. The beef noodle
soup is mainly an inexpensive street food meant

for casual eating, but if you want to taste a more
refined version of this dish, | recommend the Shiji Shanghai-style dumpling dish is made by roasting Shiji Zhengzong Beef

Zhengzong Beef Noodle Restaurant. Its prices dim sum (dumplings) in an oiled iron plate and Nooc;'_e —Secton —
are a little higher than those at ordinary beef then adding water and covering it all with a lid, h':if;i:ffaijifd
noodle houses, but the broth here is made with allowing the steam to cook the dumpling filling. @ +886 2-2563-3836
beef rather than pork, and it uses high-quality When it’s all done and you bite into the crispy AX| HE Laiow
Taiwanese-made sauces. The restaurant’s dumpling shell, the juicy and savory meat-based 5. 60, Section 7,
popularity places it among Taiwan’s top 10 places filling pours into your mouth. insheng East Road
for beef noodle soup. The chefs use high-quality Shanghai-style food is more common in @ +886 2-2563-3836
ingredients to achieve a taste that’s not too rich Taiwan than you’d think. Kao Chi is a restaurant

nor too oily, despite slow-cooking the soup for that serves Shanghai-style dim sum. First opened

four days, and the recipe is a closely-guarded on Yong Kang Street in 1949, Kao Chi boasts a

secret. history that spans back some 70 years. The

Yong Kang Street is a main attraction for such venue started out as a humble street food stall
travelers; and should you find yourself there, where dozens of dim sum would be cooked on a
don’t miss out on the shengjian mantou. This big iron plate. The sign above it read “Kao Chi,”
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Eighty-Eightea Rinbansyo
No. 174, Section I,
honghua Road Wanhua |
District

) eightyeightea.con

MBS
No. 174, Section 1, L
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District
D eightveig
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meaning “Kao Family’s Place.” Today, Kao Chi
has become a high-class restaurant, popular with
local residents as well as performing artists and
other celebrities. Kao Chi has four branches in
Taiwan and is present even on mainland China,
where it has won recognition in its ancestral
hometown, Shanghai.

The dim sum at Kao Chi is made by a
specialist dim sum chef with 20 years of
experience, who makes the dough using a natural
fermentation process, without adding yeast. The
broth that goes into the filling along with the meat
is marinated for at least two days by the broth
chef. Besides dim sum, the specialties here
include the dongpayuk pork belly, whose delicate
texture makes it melt in the mouth, plump
Sichuan-style prawns, and savory xiaolongbao
steamed buns.

Next, | headed for Nishi Honganji Square.
Under Japanese colonial rule, a branch of the
Nishi Honganji Temple stood here, but the site
has since been transformed into a plaza. The
building that used to be the home of the head
monk is now occupied by the Eighty-Eightea
Rinbansyo tea house. Here you can enjoy tea and
dessert or choose from a vegetarian menu
inspired by temple cooking. You can also
experience poxinjiuchafa, a special way of brewing
and drinking tea.

“Poxinjiuchafa,” literally meaning “the tea

ceremony that steams the mind,” is the process
of roasting the tea leaves an extra time (due to
Taiwan’s humidity) to bring out their flavor. This
unique tea ceremony can be experienced only
here. A tea pot made of bronze and silver is
placed on warm charcoal at about 55°C, and the
tea leaves are placed inside. The leaves are
roasted again for about 10 minutes, bringing out
the full fragrance of the tea. Besides improving
the flavor of the tea, the process imparts a
warmth that soothes the weary heart and mind.

After concentrating solely on roasting the tea,
my body relaxed as it would after meditation.
| felt as if all the fatigue that had built up during
the day was suddenly released. | now understood
why this experience is called “the tea ceremony
that steams the mind.”

| had to eat all day to get enough writing
material for my article on fine Taiwanese food.
Although in-between meals | had no time to work
up my appetite again, | continued on to a
celebrated hot pot restaurant, Man Tang Hung,
where you get your choice of meat in unlimited
quantities. Normally | would shake my head at
such a venue, but this place was different. The
large selection of meats and the fresh
ingredients used in the cooking reignited my
waning palate.

Man Tang Hung is a specialized hot pot
restaurant where you can choose two of the six
broth bases available and have them with a
variety of meats, according to your taste. Many of
Taiwan’s hot pot restaurants operate on an all-
you-can-eat buffet system, but here you can
personally select the cuts of meat and have them
sliced on the spot by a machine. The restaurant’s
sauce bar provides 18 different ingredients. The
locals like to add barbecue sauce, ground
peanuts, vinegar, sesame oil, and cilantro to the
hot pot, but you can add your personal favorites,
which may include crushed garlic, chili, or
scallions. The 10 different cuts of meat, the fresh
seafood, and various broths offers a variety that
can suit any taste. Dip the meat in the sauce of
your choice, and you'll experience a hot pot flavor
like no other in the world.
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VVG Hideaway

No. 136-1, Jingshan
Road Shilin District

| & facebook.com/vvgtegm

VVG 50| =04 2)[0]

No. 136-1, Jingshan

Road Shilin District

& rfacebook.com
vvgteam

Age-0ld Traditions Made New

The Yangmingshan National Park is located to the
north of Taipei. Its mountainous terrain reaches
an altitude of 1,120m. When you walk up the
meandering mountain path, you eventually come
to the entrance of the VVG Hideaway, which looks
like a peaceful castle in a fairy tale.

As | walked on, | wondered whether | was
heading toward a restaurant. The trees and
bushes on both sides of the path had grown so
luxuriant that the path was no longer clearly
visible. The path to the Hideaway is purposely
kept in its semi-wild state in order to preserve the
local nature.

The VVG Hideaway serves Taiwanese
interpretations of various national cuisines, such
as Indian curry and Thai hot-and-sour soup, as
well as distinctive local drinks such as latte made

with Taiwanese-grown purple sweet potatoes, or

a refreshing blend of lemonade.

The space was created to provide a refuge
from the busy city life, and the menu reads like
one typically found in a holiday destination. If
you're searching for a place where beautiful
spaces and nature complement tasty foods and
refreshing drinks, make a reservation at the VVG
Hideaway.

My next destination was Taiwan’s oldest café,
Fong Da Coffee. Fong Da Coffee has been in the
same location since its opening in 1956. The
interior space is arranged as a long bar that runs
from the entrance, where coffee beans are sold,
to the seating, where you can drink the coffee.
Although the space is small, it’s very lively, with
people constantly coming and going.

For such a small café, Fong Da Coffee
handles a remarkable variety of coffee and tea
choices. The menu includes espresso, siphon
coffee, and black tea, among others.

The middle-aged woman who explained the
menu to me said she had been working here
since she was 15 years old. | realized that Fong
Da Coffee got its familiar and comfortable
atmosphere thanks to its long-serving staff and
regular customers as much as the menu itself.

When [ told friends | was going to Taiwan,
quite a few replied, “Then you'll be able to have
mango shaved ice.” How tasty could that be,
| wondered. To get my answer, | went to Taipei’s
most celebrated spot for mango shaved ice, the
Smoothie House at 15 Yong Kang Street.
Perhaps people can’t forget the taste of the
mango shaved ice they’ve had here because
Taiwan is a noted producer of apple mangos.

To tell the truth, | don’t like mangoes. Or
rather, | should put that in the past tense and say
| didn’t like mangoes. Out of sheer curiosity,
| took a mouthful or two, then before | knew it
| was looking at the bottom of the dish.

When | think of mango shaved ice,
| remember all the different tastes | experienced
in Taipei. These tastes remain so strongly in my
memory that, if | ever return to Taipei, | will surely
seek them out again. @

In Cooperation with the Taiwan Tourism Bureau
(taiwan.net.tw).

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—Taipei.
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experience

Eslite Hotel
The Value of Travel

and Reading

AL o2 JHx],
OlS2l0|E sS4

I No.98, Yanchang Rd., Xinyi Dist., Taipei City 11072 |

@ +886 2-6626-2888
I3 eslitehotel.com |

The Eslite Hotel is Taiwan’s first
complete cultural space, combining
hotel facilities with cultural spaces and
functions such as a bookstore,
exhibitions, and performances. The
hotel is run by the Eslite Bookstore, a
place that any traveler to Taipei must
be sure to visit.

The hotel’s lobby is decorated with
bookshelves that hold about 5,500
books. The books have been chosen by
experts in a variety of fields and cover
a wide range of genres, from famous
art books to rare and out-of-print
volumes. The hotel guests have the
chance of browsing the books as they
enjoy a welcome drink in this
harmonious space that reminds of an
artistic setting.

In fact, the whole hotel strongly
reflects an artistic spirit. The
photographs displayed in the corridors

of each floor date from the 1930s, a
turbulent time in Taiwan’s history. Each
floor displays photographs on a
different theme (such as people,
nature, or life), offering an interesting
stroll around the scenes of old Taiwan.
In fact, wherever you look, you can see
a work of art, and it wouldn’t be a
stretch to say that the hotel is an art
gallery in itself.

The furniture in the guest rooms
has been carefully chosen and
arranged to create a feeling of comfort,
and all the rooms are equipped with
Boss sound systems. One room has a
Minotti chair that costs 250,000 New
Taiwan Dollars (about USD 8,400). The
reason this expensive chair has been
placed in a guest room is to create
happy memories even in a simple living
space used for reading and
conversation.
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© The Gaia Hotel

TAI

PLUS

Here are some delectable activities

and tasty souvenirs for your gourmet trip
to Taipei.
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National Palace
“Museum

AETaipei Rine Arts
AMuseum, .

Oom 5km

20km

The Gaia Hotel—Hot Spring
The Gaia Hotel is a luxury hot

spring hotel with both public
and private bathing facilities. When
staying at the hotel, admission to the
hot spring baths is free, but if visiting
without staying in Beitou, the public
baths can be used on payment of a
charge.
@ No. 1, Qiyan Rd, Beitou District ]
[ Thegaranotel.com |
Asiana Airlines Boarding Pass
Benefit: 25-50% Discount
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The Taipei Double-Decker
Tour Bus

o

Taipei’s major tourist attractions. As it's

Double-decker tour buses run to

a “hop-on-hop-off” service, you can get
on and off the bus at any stop, any
time. The Red Route and the Blue Route
operate on different routes and
schedules, so it's best to check the
destination before getting on.

M iapeisightseeing.dom.tw

Asiana Airlines Boarding Pass
Benefit: 10% Discount
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The Vigor Kobo

For a memento of your journey,

don’t forget Taiwan’s popular
snack: the pineapple cake. The Taiwan-
ese people’s favorite snack food brand
is Vigor Kobo. Besides the pineapple
cakes, you can sample and purchase a
variety of Taiwanese cakes here, includ-
ing honey castella, and milk sun cakes.
B 6. Yongkang St.,Da’an District_|
I iaiwan-vigor.com.tv
Asiana Airlines Boarding Pass
Benefit: 10% Discount
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architecture

text by Lee Eun-Jin
photos by Kim Kyung-Bum

Architecture
Imitates Nat
Barcelona

Could you imagine Barcelona without Antoni Gaudi? The Spani !
that “anything created by human beings is aIready in the great boo

features borrowed from nature. Gaudi put all of his artisti
the harmonious coexistence between nature and humanlt(ﬁ\,
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Casa Mila
The Swelling
Waves

Passeig de Gracia, 92|

9a.m.—-8:30 p.m., 9 p.m.—11 p.m.

(Mar. 1-Nov. 4, Dec. 26-Jan. 3)

9a.m.—-6:30 p.m., 7 p.m.—9 p.m.

(Nov. 5-Dec. 25, Jan. 4—Feb. 28)
lapedrera.com ]

Gaudi’s spirit of modernism transcends time
and lives on thorough this remarkable work.
To express a sense of space as close as
possible to nature, Gaudi constructed the
building on top of stone, preserving the
features of the rocky terrain. The gentle shape
that emerges from the milky-colored stone

is reminiscent of swelling waves. The external
wrought iron balconies harmonize well with
the wave design and evoke a natural scene
of birds alighting on flowers. When you walk
inside, you find that the whole building is
formed of curved lines, creating a fantastical
feeling of walking into waves.
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Park Guell
Mythology Brought
to Life

g Carrer d’Olot, 7

8 a.m.—9:30 p.m. (Apr. 30—-Aug. 26)
8 a.m.—8:30 p.m. (Aug. 27-0ct. 27,
Mar. 25-Apr. 29)
8:30 a.m.-6:15 p.m. (Jan. 1—Mar 24,
Oct. 28-Dec. 31)

parkguell.cat ]

Gaudi wanted to build this park in the shape
of a great shrine. That’s why it contains many
works related to mythology. A representative
example is the central fountain, which brings to
life the legend of a lizard and dragon guarding
the water. It’s built of colorful tiles which are
said to bring good fortune when you touch
them, and it’s a popular spot for photography.
The central square, which looks down over

a panorama of Barcelona’s city center and
sea shore, houses a bench in the shape of a
long wave. The bench combines tiles of many
shapes and colors and is designed to give a
sensual yet comfortable feeling.

Images courtesy of Tourist Office of Spain
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Casa Batllo
Dream Flowers

|E] Passeig de Gracia, 43|
9a.m.—9 p.m.

lJ casabatllo.e

Blue, red, purple, and green tiles cover the
whole building, like the scales of a fish. The
design brings to mind the sea and its movement
of waves. The windows flow in curves. The
terrace exterior is particularly original with

its skeleton, bone, and fish designs —it’s as
if a mythical creature were crouching there.
The roof represents Catalonia’s patron saint,
Sant Jordi, and a dragon. The reception room
upstairs has a clear view over Barcelona’s
busiest street: Passeig de Gracia. The sunlight
streaming in through the colorful windows
seems to flow like a dream, evoking rich, sea-
themed imagery.
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La Sagrada
Familia

The Unfinished
Masterpiece

Carrer de Mallorca, 401

9 a.m.—6 p.m. (Nov.—Feb.)

9a.m.—7 p.m. (Mar.)

9a.m.—8 p.m. (Apr.—Sep.)

9a.m.—7 p.m. (Oct.)

9 a.m.—2 p.m. (Dec. 25, 26, Jan. 1 and 6)

&3 sagradafamilia.org)

photo by Juan Di Nella

Gaudi focused on this work throughout his

life. He wanted this church to represent
humanity, nature, and the universe itself.
Beyond architecture and religion, he wanted
the church to become a space of prayer for
all. The church is designed with three fagades
representing Christ’s Nativity, Passion, and
Glory. The sunlight that streams in through the
stained glass of the ceiling raises the interior’s
air of holiness to another level. Considered
one of the most original masterpieces of
contemporary architecture, the church is still
under construction, with completion targeted
for the centenary year of Gaudi’s death: 2026.
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Lee Eun-Jin is the Korean representative of the Spanish
Government Tourist Office. She majored in Spanish literature
at the undergraduate and graduate level.
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Asiana Airlines will fly four round trips weekly
between Seoul (Incheon)—Barcelona from August 30.
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text by Kim Na-Young / photos by Jo Ji-Young

Rediscover +#a ez,

1.2km

The Hwaseong Fortress, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is
located in the city of Suwon, in Korea’s Gyeonggi-do Province
— a fine example of Joseon period history. Suwon City’s
Haenggung-dong neighborhood, better known as ‘Haengridan-
gil,’ is also a place where traces of history remain today, from
fortified walls to cozy alleys lined with low-roofed houses.

But the once-quiet atmosphere of this neighborhood has
changed quite a lot since. It has become a favorite destination
for younger generations, attracted here by the pretty little
cafés and restaurants that have popped out everywhere.
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Roasters

@ Jung Jiyoung Coffee

YXIY FI| ZAEX

Feel like savoring a cup of coffee on
a sunny rooftop terrace while looking
out over the Hwaseong Fortress?
Jung Jiyoung Coffee Roasters is the
perfect place for it. This roastery
café was remodeled from a
venerable traditional house. Its
interior spaces are filled with the
smell of freshly roasted coffee, while
its newly-installed large windows
provide excellent views of the nearby
fortress walls. Rooftop seating
allows customers to enjoy wide-open
views of the venue’s surroundings.
Befitting a specialized roastery
café, the taste of the coffee served
here leaves nothing to be desired.
Top quality beans from Ethiopia,
Indonesia, and Brazil are carefully
blended, resulting in a flavor that
combines the bitter taste of
chocolate with an enticing hint of
nuts. The house specialty, coconut
latte, presents a unique harmony of
coconut milk and espresso shake.
[@ 13, Jeongjo-ro 905beon-gil]
@ +82 70-7773-2017
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(8) Jeongjo Salon

HIyE

The Hwaseong Fortress was built
by King Jeongjo (r. 1776—1800), the
22nd ruler of the Joseon Dynasty,
in memory of his father. The name
of the café Jeongjo Salon was
chosen by its owner to express the
historical significance of the
fortress, as well as to hint that this
space can provide its customers
with a comfortable atmosphere.

The café’s interior space is boldly
structured, yet simply decorated
in white tones. Its original interior
design reveals where the former
walls have been knocked down.
Stylish decorations are arranged
throughout the space, and fresh
flowers are set in vases.

Popular items on the menu
include the Einspanner Coffee and
an Orangeade made with lashings
of fresh orange pulp. Bakery
specialties like pound cakes and
Madelaines are baked on the
premises.

[@ %, Hwaseomun-ro 32beongj
@ +82 10-2549-9269

@jeongjo_salon
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Elephant Castle

A2 HE IS

Locally brewed beer has arrived in
Haenggung-dong. Elephant Castle
offers a line-up of beers from
leading Korean microbreweries, such
as Magpie, Gorilla Brewing, and
Goodman, which have been
personally chosen by the owner
through visits to the breweries.
The owner takes great interest in
beer and has even tried his hand
at operating a microbrewery as

a hobby.

It’s still early days for Elephant
Castle, so the owner has mainly
focused on the most standard beer
tastes; however, he plans to
gradually extend the range of beers
sold here after gauging the
reactions of his customers.

Having a cold craft beer while
looking out over the peaceful old
walls is perhaps an experience only
possible at Elephant Castle.
Whether it's the middle of a sunny
day or a starry night, a view like this
is a great excuse for a beer.

28, Sinpung-ro 23beon-gil
IEW N =
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Bomeuro Black & White

Photography Studio

SUATIY 02

“I'd like this to be a photography
studio for people who want to recall
the spring days of their lives,” says
the owner of Bomeuro, a black-and-
white photography studio that
operates on an advance booking
system. The studio sticks to black-
and-white photography as the
preferred medium for capturing the
ordinary moments of life in the most
realistic way possible.

After gaining experience running
photography studios in Seoul and
in China, the owner returned to his
hometown, Suwon. The owner
refurbished the former workroom
space in a natural way, retaining
pieces of old furniture and
decorations that give the studio
a unique analog feel.

Customers have exclusive use of
the studio for about 50 minutes.
Without the constraints of time and
strangers watching and waiting,
the photographic sessions tend to
be more natural.
|@ 28, Hwaseomun-ro 32beof-gil
@ +82 10-9925-8369

|. @heydav24 |
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Amelie is a restaurant with a warm
atmosphere, where a lone chef
serves simple and heart-warming
home-style food. This is one of
Haenggung-dong’s senior
establishments, opened before the
area became popular. “When | look
back at those days,” says the owner
with a chuckle, “I think | must

have been bewitched by the view of
the Hwaryeongjeon Shrine Wall
through the window.”

Apart from the Italian dish
lasagne, which is a fixture on the
menu, offerings are changed once
a month. The food prepared here
ranges from European cuisines to
the flavors of Asia.

The restaurant operates on an
advance booking system, thus
all the ingredients are used up on
the day they are prepared. The
strict adherence to the advance
booking system reflects the chef’s
determination to serve food
prepared with the greatest care
within the limits of a one-man
operation.

For June, the chef has planned

a refreshing dish of cold pasta.
5 28, Sinpung-ro 23beon-gil |
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roccoli Soop Alley Bookstore

EERTHYEELIES

Two colleagues who used to work in
the fashion industry have opened
this bookstore in a cozy spot along
one of Haenggung-dong’s alleys in
the hope of bringing some leisure to
the city’s fast-paced lifestyle.

The bookstore’s nicely decorated
interior creates a cozy atmosphere,
while the ridged ceiling, the
bookshelves that show their wood-
grain finish, and the herring-bone
design of the tiled floor all
harmonize nicely with the displayed
books.

The choice of books here reflects
the taste of the two owners: There
are many illustrated books and
children’s picture books, with a good
balance between established and
independent publishers. A section
of the bookcase is devoted to a
collection of books about Korea’s
first female artist, Na Hyeseok,
who was born in Suwon.

|@ 21-10, Hwaseomun-ro 32beon-gil |
@ +82 10-3108-7389
| @broccoli soop |
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Suwon Ipark Museum of Art

THAEooI30|E 2

Hwaseong Haenggung Square is
home to a building with a sleek
contemporary look: The Suwon Ipark
Museum of Art. The design of this
concrete building, which imitates
the appearance of pine boards, was
chosen to harmonize with the
surrounding scenery. Visitors to the
museum are greeted by the
installation work “People,” created
by the British artist Julian Opie.

The Suwon Ipark Museum of Art
has proclaimed its role as a
platform for culture and arts, both
traditional and modern. Besides
discovering and supporting local
artists, the museum puts on
exhibits that introduce new artistic
trends from Korea and abroad.

The museum has five exhibition
rooms, as well as a specialized art
library and a cafeteria. The
exhibition «The Architecture of
Structure» continues until June 10,
«Not Allowed to Ban» continues until
June 24, and Kim Hakdoo’s solo
exhibition will be held from June 26
to November 4.

E 833, Jeongjofrol
[ +82 31-228-3800

Sima.suwon.go.kr
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King’s Alley Tours

20| 2= £of

The traces of history that remain
scattered throughout Haenggung-
dong’s alleys can be explored with a
local guide from King’s Alley Tours.

Three different tours are offered,
and you can choose the theme that
interests you most. The first is the
“Haenggung-dong’s Intriguing
Ecology and Culture Experience
Tour,” which includes places of
historic importance, such as the
Hwaseong Fortress, or the Traffic-
Free Ecology Village and Mural Alley.
The second option is the “Beautiful
Art and Culture Experience Tour,”
which surveys Haenggung-dong’s
artistic side: places such as the
Street Gallery and Suwon Ipark
Museum of Art. The last option is
the “Haenggung-dong’s Lively
Business and Lifestyle Experience
Tour,” which offers a variety of
enjoyable experiences, including the
Workshop Alley, Paldalmun Market,
and Roast Chicken Street.

For details, visit the homepage of
the Suwon Cultural Foundation.
@ +82 31-290-3564
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Through

local trip

text by Ha Eun-A
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

uiet Footsteps

Paju is a city close to the border that divides the Korean
Peninsula into North and South. This April, Paju was thrust
into the limelight by the Inter-Korean Summit, which was held
on its outskirts. When | visited the city, peace was on
everyone’s mind. | also reflected on the future of the Koreas
as | walked along Paju’s quiet paths.
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A Peaceful Place of Respite

Paju is located on the northern tip of the
Republic of Korea. In winter, winds blow cold

in Paju, and the temperature drops well below
freezing, but right now the city is full of the
energy of early summer. The surrounding fields
are green, and the peaceful sounds of laughter
coming from families and couples out and about
ring out like so many echoes.

The Imjingak Pyeonghwa Nuri Park is a
symbolic place in Korea: While reminding of the
pain of the Korean War, it instills hope for a
future peace. All of life’s peaceful moments
seem to be concentrated in the sights you can
glimpse in this park: the children playing on
the grass, the couples whispering words of love,
the thousands of pinwheels spinning in the
background. You can’t help feeling that
happiness is essential to any form of peace.

When | went up to the park’s observation
deck and enjoyed a panoramic view over Paju,
| got the feeling that on a better day | would
be able to see the distant land of North Korea.
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On the Ecology Trail

177 Imjingangb;/eon, The Imjin River Eco Trail is a 9.1km walking trail
Munsan-eup that runs from the Imjingak Pyeonghwa Nuri
Wed-Sun 8:30 a.m.; .
closed on Mondays, Park to the Yulgok Wetland Park via the
;uizdays, and public Unification Bridge and Chopyeong Island. It was
olidays N
B +82 70-4238-0114 formerly a military patrol route, out-of-bounds
w for civilians, but it has now been temporarily
Tioe aoa=x L7
F-;P&I%*E AEHErEE OH A opened for public use. Various artworks have

+~22% 08:30,
23129, ¥y BFY F2

0@ 070-4238-0114 programs are being run along the trail. The trail
p pajuecoroad.com |

been installed and ecological experience

runs beside the Imjin River, so you can enjoy
the scenery of the ceaselessly flowing river as
you walk along. Walking in the direction of the
water flow, you really feel that you are walking in
step with the river.

The artworks installed along the trail are
equally fascinating. Known as an “Canvas of
Peace,” this area displays works by artists
active in a variety of fields, including some well-
known artists from Korea and overseas. This is
the only known example of art installed on a
frontier fence, so the experience is quite unique.
The artworks here will continue to be on display
until the day of reunification. And though they
have been damaged by elements such as
weather and aged by the effects of time, their
changing appearance resonate with a deep
significance.

After walking past the artworks, you
eventually reach the end of the trail. This is the
most northerly trail that can be walked in the
Republic of Korea, and keep in mind that this
place still has a frontier fence and is used
for military training; in fact, you can only enter
the trail after an advance registration process
that entails certain procedural steps. Perhaps
one day, however, the trail will become a symbol

of harmony and exchange that anyone can

experience, like Germany’s Berlin Wall.
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A Stroll by the Lake

Majang Lake has a few charming points: its clear
lake water shines with a blueish hue, a walking
path winds around its shores, and Korea’s
longest rope bridge connects a hill on one side
of the lake to another. These three attractions
are enough to give the lake a special feel.

It took a whole hour’s drive to get to the lake
from Imjingak, and the place was more crowded
than | expected, even for a weekday afternoon.
| thought of what the people | had met in Paju
told me about Majang Lake: “That’s a very
popular place these days.”

| followed the crowds to the rope bridge.

It wobbled a little, but | wasn’t scared. | walked
on to the middle of the bridge, thinking it was
nothing to be afraid of, when | suddenly felt a
big shock—not from the shaking bridge, but
from what | saw before my eyes: It was a scene
| recalled with ease from the pictures I'd often
seen of the same mountains and lake, only this
time it looked strikingly different. Contrary to my
expectations, the blue lake sparkled even when
the sun was shielded by clouds.

In the distance, the people walking around
the shore of the lake looked as slow and
leisurely as a slow-motion replay. That’s when
| realized that the three attractions here —the
mountains, water, and path—are enough to
make this place special. @
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spotlight

KENDRICK

LAMAR

The Greatest Hip-Hop Poet of Our Time

Rapper Kendrick Lamar has been honored with a Pulitzer Prize for Music.

The Pulitzer Prize Committee described Lamar’s award-winning aloum Damn

in the following way: “A virtuosic song collection unified by its vernacular

authenticity and rhythmic dynamism that offers affecting vignettes capturing

the complexity of modern African-American life.”

text by Kim Bong-Hyeon

Kendrick Lamar became the first
musician from a genre other than
classical music or jazz to win the
Pulitzer Prize for Music award —he is
the first hip-hop artist to win this
prestigious award.

The award may not be so surprising;
after all, we do live in an age when
hip-hop exerts a tremendous amount of
influence on musicians and their
audiences. Yet there are those who
have looked on the Pulitzer
Commission’s decision rather
disapprovingly, finding it hard to talk
about hip-hop and art in the same
breath. But we shouldn’t forget that
rapping is a form of poetry, as well as
the basis for the music of generations
of audiences. Like traditional poetry,
rap is verse that depends on rhythm,
and is structured in a complex and
subtle poetic form. To view rap as plain
speech is simply inaccurate.

If Kendrick Lamar is to be labeled
the greatest hip-hop poet of our time,
then the Pulitzer Prize is a mark of
respect and justification for the quality
of his poetry. This is not just my
opinion. Jazz violinist Regina Carter, a
member of the Pulitzer Committee, said
the following of Lamar’s lyrics:
“IThey’re] so poetic. | felt like if you took
his lyrics and put them in a book, it

would be great literature.” Meanwhile,
the American poet Rebecca Bernstein
made the following comment on Damn:
“As a poet, | appreciate all the lyrics on
this album. Kendrick Lamar has always
been one of my favorite poets. Rap isn’t
accepted as it should be in the world of
poetic literature.”

Indeed, the lyrics of Damn use
a variety of metaphors and symbols.

I'd even say that Damn has some of the
most three-dimensional lyrics of any
album in any genre. The opening track
“Blood” starts with: Is it wickedness? /
Is it weakness? / You decide. /

Are we gonna live or die?

These lines are connected with the
Biblical teachings that underlie the
whole album. At the same time, they
hint at the structure of the album, which
proceeds through themes of
confrontation and contradiction, with
title songs such as, “Pride,” “Humble,”
“Lust,” and “Love.”

Through this structure, Lamar lays
out his own inner conflicts and
confusions. But as mentioned before,
everything about this album is fleshed
out in three dimensions. In many songs,
the lyrics hold multiple meanings.

This is Damn’s greatest achievement.
For example, “Fear” is a track about
what Lamar himself feared most when

he was seven, 17, and 27 years old.
But these are not just the fears of
Lamar as a man. They are the fears of
the rapper Lamar, the celebrity Lamar,
and at the same time the fears of all
African-American people.

The whole album follows this
pattern. It sounds like Lamar’s
autobiography, yet it is also like a
textbook for the African-American Civil
Rights Movement. Lamar may talk
about women and money and then
suddenly switch to talk about God and
salvation. Take “DNA,” for instance:
| was born like this, / Immaculate
conception / Was Yeshua’s new weapon.

In this verse, through the
characteristic aggressiveness of rap,
Lamar uses religion as a reference to
raise himself to the position of a
chosen rapper and savior of hip-hop.
The title of the track refers to Lamar’s
individual DNA, as well as his African-
American roots.

Here | borrow again the words of
Regina Carter: “| felt like it was his
experience as a black man in
America—and a lot of peoples’ story,
not just his story.” She’s right in saying
that: Damn is both an individual artist’s
personal experience and a universal
story of the anonymous masses.

The Kendrick Lamar of Damn is at times
a reincarnation of Martin Luther King
while at other times he is reduced to a
young black man with no power in an
oppressive system; he may be the
celebrity Lamar, who enjoys more
wealth and fame than many white
people, or he may be an artistic version
of Barack Obama.

In the late 1980s, when the press
criticized rapper Ice Cube for writing
violent lyrics, he replied the following:
“I'am not a rapper. | am a journalist
reporting on the reality of poor and
imperiled black people ignored by the
world.” Lamar’s Damn takes that idea
and elevates it to an art form. @

Kim Bong-Hyeon is a hip-hop journalist.
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movie and the city
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