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cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

Im Suniy

The Geometry of

a Mountain

Turn your eyes toward the window of the aircraft and
look down. What do you see? Mountains or a canyon?
Or maybe just clouds, or nothing at all. It doesn’t
matter: The picture in front of you right now is nicer

than a real landscape.

From the time children start to hold crayons, one
of the first things they draw is mountains.
Throughout his life, Paul Cézanne painted Mont
Sainte-Victoire near his hometown, while the
Korean artist Jeong Seon painted landscapes of
the mountains he had seen, from the Diamond
Mountains to Mount Inwangsan.

Sculptor Im Suniy (born 1971) was walking
around downtown Seoul one day when she
suddenly noticed that Mount Inwangsan looked
different. What she saw was not the mountain in
Jeong Seon’s painting “Storm Lifting Over
Inwangsan,” which depicts the mountain’s
mysterious grandeur through a veil of cloud and
mist, but a real mountain surrounded by closely
packed houses that gave it a very different
feeling.

The way to get to know a mountain well may
be to climb it, but Im chose a different method: a
map. Maps show positions, but also all kinds of
information about a place, and poring over a map
is perhaps the most contemporary form of travel.

“To see the shape of the mountain, | printed



“Descriptive Sight”
123%180cm, Lightjet C-print,
2008

“Landscape with Red Eyes-
Shadow of Mountain”
Variable Installation,
Topographic Maps, Wood,
2007

“Trifocal Sight 8”
155%x123cm, Lightjet C-print,
2008

a map of it on a big sheet of paper and cut it out
along one of the contour lines. | piled up sheet
after sheet of this cut-out paper, leaving holes in
the shape of the mountain.”

Presented under the exhibition title «Absurd
Sight: Trifocal Sight», Im’s Mount Inwangsan
series speaks of view-points. Her works under
the title “Trifocal Sight” include scenes that
distinguish foreground, middle ground, and
background, as well as scenes that distinguish
the past, present, and future.

“When I've piled up enough map sheets on a
flat surface,” says Im, “eventually the shape
emerges.” She adds, “What we think we have
seen is really just one side, but we have the
illusion that it is a real and exact object.”

Later, Im produced the Mount Namsan series
using the same method. For Mount Inwangsan
series she used 1,000 map sheets, but for the

Namsan mountain series she used 8,000 sheets.

Cutting out thousands of sheets of paper one at
a time and piling them up on the same
orientation was truly a work of self-discipline. But

thanks to the artist’s perseverance, we can feel
peace and comfort from looking at this artwork.

Im also creates flower artworks. Her flowers,
created through a process of studying real
flowers, seem to sway. She photographs the
flowers by moving around them, changing the
angle by 10 degrees each time. She finally
combines 36 photographs to complete an
artwork.

Im Suniy is now a resident artist at the TEMI
Artist Residency in Daejeon. Her works can
currently be seen in an exhibition in the collection
of the Suwon Ipark Museum of Art, titled
«Reclassification». From October 14, she will hold
a solo exhibition at the TEMI Artist Residency.
Daejeon is her hometown, and now she has been
chosen as a resident artist here. Soon she plans
to exhibit her new works produced at the
Residency on the subject of her father. ®

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now in

her 12th year as an art specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic
Daily’s Culture Section.
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2.

3.

“Towards the Ultimate 3”
150x112cm, Lightjet C-print,
2014

“Construction of Tension”
Variable Installation,
Topographic Maps, Wood,
2014

“Trembling Eyes 4”
110x120cm, Lightjet C-print,
2010
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“Towards the Ultimate 2-2” 150x112cm,
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Ludwig Favre
@|ludwigfavre
French photographer Ludwig Favre specializes in
the major cities and landscapes of the United
States. Through his characteristically colored stills
of each photographed city, Favre is able to evoke
special emotions in the viewers. His works, which
offer unique portrayals of even ordinary places such
as pools, libraries, and beaches, are introduced
through various media platforms.
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AGENDA

SEOUL

Bauhaus and Modern Life

Some of the representative
artworks of the Bauhaus —

a German art school that has had
a tremendous influence on the
arts over the last 100 years —will
be exhibited in Seoul. The Kumho
Museum of Art is exhibiting some
120 original artworks by Bauhaus
designers from Europe and the
United States, including Marcel
Breuer and Le Corbusier. Check
out how the 20th century
designers’ experiments and
innovations have permeated
contemporary life. @ Kumho
Museum of Art & Through Feb. 2,
2020 @ kumhomuseum.com
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SINGAPORE
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Seong-Jin Cho in Recital

The best meets the best:
Acclaimed Korean pianist Seong-
Jin Cho, who was brought to the
world’s attention in 2015 when
he won the First Prize at the
Chopin International Competition,
will perform a solo recital at the
Esplanade Concert Hall, one of
the world’s most acoustically
meticulous concert halls. Audience
members at Cho’s performance
will be mesmerized by the classy
piano tunes produced by the
maestro. & Esplanade Concert
Hall & 7:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m. on
Sept. 10 @ esplanade.com

LONDON

Underbelly Festival

South Bank, in central London,
turns into a huge concert hall from
spring until fall, hosting a variety
of world-class performances
including the latest cabaret, circus,
comedy, and children’s shows.
While visitors who wish to watch
the indoor shows are required to
buy tickets, outdoor performances
are free of charge. Visitors can
fully enjoy the fall atmosphere in
the British capital while savoring

a variety of dishes, desserts, and
beers from around the world at

the longest outdoor bar in London,
right by the River Thames.

© South Bank & Through Sept. 28
D underbelly.co.uk
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Find Myself

text by Kim Nam-Ju

- Journey

TRAVEL

A
to

PARIS

When your tiredness
persists no matter how
much you may rest,
it’s time to relieve your
mental fatigue.

The following three
cities are great places
to start practicing
meditation.

Steve Jobs, Oprah Winfrey, and
Google all agree that you can
achieve great benefits through
meditation. The pragmatic culture
of America has made meditation
a part of everyday life in the most
practical and concrete ways.

New York City, in particular, is a
meditation-friendly city.

The Brooklyn Museum runs yoga
and mental well-being classes
every month, while the Rubin
Museum of Art offers a weekly
lunchtime program of meditation
and inspiration through artworks.
For a meditation experience with
a New York twist, board the Be
Time bus that drives daily around
various parts of Manhattan. Riding
the technologically advanced bus
gives you the opportunity to enjoy
classes in meditation techniques
such as aromatherapy.
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When Parisians get tired of their Al EotL| FAUIHE Aedshs AL, il
repetitive weekday routines, they T2 40 HUS HEE A A9 o
go to the banks of the Seine at the USOICt. S A2 KHLI0A| =2l

weekend to enjoy yoga, meditation, =S 7120|= YT

and exercise. They also travel to FZO| gHE X0l M=o X|E o2

Bordeaux, located two hours away MESES FUO|H MY FHON 27t}

by TGV (super-fast train). FA MZEE S0 =% SRt of
Those who can’t get away from 2A0|H E= 2u EEEZ O S

Paris will be looking forward to ¢ 7P| St
the international wellness festival F
Wanderlust, which will come to

Paris in September after passing :
through the USA, Germany, and :

£ 7HX| 2t Of2| X1 Yot H
0=, =Y, M=2S A 9 If2[0|A
Eel= IHHQ AL|A HAE[HRI
HEHAEES 7|0 ==k UM 274,
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Seoul. The festival is a chance to POHE| S 2SN YMUOR 2t
enjoy a break through exercise FAS 52 7| E0|Ch

and meditation such as yoga and Yet2S7tE gl LTl ERst AHO|

running. HELo M2 S8 L XoME
Bordeaux’s Plum Village Buddhist 9% 14YUSH M RIS

monastery, founded by the well- TIstD), O1F, Z0| A2el0| &=Lt

PSS WEA Y5t EUC
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Is there another city that changes
as fast or is as sensitive to trends
as Seoul City? Meditation has :
also become trendy in Seoul, after ¢ ME0MEZ EWEZ Xt2| UL

LS =AZHE JUASTE Z2E

S = ITHHE S22 eHitE B2

known peace worker Thich Nhat 2712t =& S YHMES ot b
Hanh, will also be running a well- 022 dZ = UCh making waves in Silicon Valley. The ¢ OfE M2|2H2|0|A L2|= HA

being program for three months,
starting on September 14. At the

meditation conference Wisdom
2.0, held yearly in Silicon Valley, will
be held in Seoul in March 2020,
and the world-leading meditation
school 0&0 Academy will be
running workshops in Seoul this
October.

Seoul has many parks and
woodlands that are used for a
variety of healing and meditation
programs that can be enjoyed
free of charge after registering
on the Seoul City Public Service
Reservation Site. The sports brand
Lululemon also runs a monthly
community program for meditation
at various locations in Seoul. You
can sign up through their website.

ZHHA ‘X8 2.0'0] 2020 3&
ME0IM ZHZ=2, MAN Y et
0&O0 OF7tH|D|e| HAEE 2= 108
M0l 2 0 FOlCH.

ME0il= 1 80| Zot0|S
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Sofl MY 5 AT

Images courtesy of Brooklyn Museum, Be Time, Plum Village, Lululemon
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SCENT

The Scent
of Cities®

The winds are shifting
direction in a season
when we look back on the
past. ASIANA magazine
reminisces on the scents
and sceneries of the
cities where the airline

has been flying.

text by Kim Sung-Hwa
photo by Lim Hak-Hyun
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Paris

The Scent of Revolution
— Fleur de Peau
In 1968, Paris, France, witnessed
a student uprising. Diptyque has
captured the French capital’s
revolutionary spiritin its Fleur
de Peau fragrance. The refined
combination of the smoky patchouli
scent and musk is reminiscent of
the streets of Paris that were filled
with tear gas.
@ FLEUR DE PEAU 75mL
210,000 won, DIPTYQUE

sjgio| 87|, k2| —
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@ EY 2 = 8 75mL 217 2,
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NYC

The City Where 24 Hours
Is Not Enough — Tubereuse 40
New York-based perfume house
Le Labo has dedicated its City
Exclusive perfumes to 11 cities
where it has shops. An uncanny
mixture of two different scents,
Tubereuse 40 is reminiscent on
New York City, where new sceneries
unfold in each alley the instant one
smells the fragrance.
{0 TUBEREUSE 40 100mL
595,000 won, LE LABO

24A[2t0] BXt2tE EAl 7] —
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Los Angeles

A Playground
for Bohemians — Musc 25
Blessed with a mild climate
throughout the year, Los Angeles,
California, has few boundaries
between its indoor and outdoor
spaces, which is very liberating
for the locals. Musc 25, which
combines notes of thick musk and
aldehyde, is as dazzling as
an angel, resembling the vibrant
Venice Beach.
& MUSC 25 100mL 595,000 won,
LE LABO

Hai|ojetef QHAK, 2 AN A —
HA3 25
B RAM2 08 ZAMMAS
SHOIC|Z O A EHJUCE “MALE."
RS LHLH =22tal erat go] ZA7} gl
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‘HAZ 25'= SIoF MAIKE R A
CH7t2Ct. 20152 &717F Xl
HILIA HIX|QtE HQAC
8 HA3 25 100mL 598 5,000¥,
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Seoul

Familiar Yet Strange —
Alba di Seoul
Alba di Seoul, meaning the “dawn
of Seoul,” was created by Eugenio
Alphandery, director of Officina
Profumo Farmaceutica di Santa
Maria Novella. Alphandery took
inspiration from the scent of pine
trees while taking a stroll along
on Mount Namsan in Seoul one
early morning. The mixture of the
fresh bergamot scent and the
delicate pine tree scent provides
a new perspective on Seoul.
@ Alba di Seoul 100mL 218,000
won, Santa Maria Novella
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Austria ~ Graz

. The Piran coast seen from
the top of St. George’s
Parish Church

. Piran Old Town seen from
the top of St. George’s
Parish Church

. Young people sunbathing
by the sea at Piran
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L IoEt oHtﬂOHM UdLYES
E7]= #2015,

[S): jruy

Fun Under the (==

Mediterranean

Piran

SE
—;

La Bottega Dei Sapori
@ Kajuhova 12,

6330 Piran
B +386 5-992-0474

E%B
S~—
Boutique Hotel
Portorose
@ Obala 89, 6320
Portoroz

@ +386 8-201-0420
hotel-portorose.si

un

In Piran, young people sunbathed on the sun-
warmed rocks while children jumped into the
silvery sea from a wooden deck. | felt totally
envious of these free-spirited Mediterranean
youths, and | deeply regretted not having brought
my swimming gear.

Piran, a city on Slovenia’s southwestern
coast, has a rich Mediterranean atmosphere. In
her book Dear Slovenia, poet Kim Yi-Deum named
Piran as the most special place in Slovenia,
confessing to some deep emotions caused by the
beauty of the place: “While walking along the
shore under the Mediterranean sun, | seem to
have cried a little.” | don’t know the real reason
why Kim cried, but | thought that she could well
have been moved to tears while watching the

beautiful Mediterranean waters turn red at sunset.

If Venice has St. Mark’s Basilica, Piran has St.
George’s Parish Church. Don’t make the mistake

of just passing this church by — it has a bell tower,

and if you climb the stairs to the top of it, your
effort will pay off with a spectacular view of the
attractive medieval village and the blue
Mediterranean stretching into the distance.
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A Place Replete

1. The impressive s
 the i ‘

15

it of Velika Planina.
grazing

i %)ing up to the

with the Energy of Natur

@ Although it kept raining all day, | couldn’t peel
i

away from my balcony at Hotel Plesnik in the

Hotel Plesnik
@ OLogarska Dolina 10, Logar Valley. From there, | gazed endlessly at
3335 Solcava the scene unfolding before me. Cumulus clouds
[ +386-3-839-2300 . . . .
plesnik.business.site kept moving among the imposing mountains,

either getting bigger or smaller in their
movements. | watched that magical scene
feeling that | was being purified in body and
spirit by nature’s energy. Though they are
invisible to the eye, | could sense the presence

of huge amounts of phytoncides. Any time I'll
feel the need to recharge my weary body and
mind, I'll be sure to come back here.
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Between the Alps

and Mongolia
Velika Planing

Zeleni Rob

@ KVelika Planina 89,
1242 Stahovica

@ +386 1-832-7258

velikaplanina.si/en/
culinary/restaurant-
zeleni-rob

ﬂmﬂ
S~——
Penzion Repnik
@ Vrhpolje 186, 1241
Kamnik

@ +386 4-069-5137
gostilna-repnik.si

| reached the summit of Velika Planina by cable-
car and lift. White snow that still hadn’t melted
covered the mountain summit in front of me. The
sight gave me the feeling that | had just arrived in
the Alps. But the view in the opposite direction
was completely different. A broad plain was
dotted with sheepherders’ huts, which reminded
me of the traditional Mongolian dwellings called
ger, while here and there cows were lazily
munching the grass. What a pastoral scene! The
Velika Planina Plateau is Slovenia’s traditional
pasture land, where sheepherders still make their
living from raising domesticated animals.
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Z Wonderworld

= Postojng
(:avej

Wonderworld does exist. You’'ll accept that

TN

proposition if you go to Europe’s longest tourist-
accessible cave: Postojna Cave. Extending no
less than 24km, this underground world is the
epitome of mystery. The fantastic formations of
stalactites and stalagmites will really fire up
your imagination. | was told that around New
Year, concerts are held in this cave. Just
imagine the echo in a cave 40 meters high.

The mystery of Postojna Cave reaches its
climax at the cave’s end. When you've finished
exploring the cave, you’ll encounter a
remarkable animal called the “human fish.” Its
skin color resembles human flesh, and it even
has fingers and toes. Its lifespan is also similar
to that of humans, as it can live over 100 years.
Sooner or later we should be able to watch a
documentary about this remarkable creature.
The guide told us a BBC film crew had come
here recently to make a documentary about the
cave and the human fish.
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Postojna Cave Park
B Jamska cesta 30,
6230 Postojna
@ +386 5-700-0100
postojnska-jama.eu

. The first part of the trip
through Postojna Cave is
made by train.

. Stalactites and stalagmites
inside Postojna Cave

. Postojna Cave is the only
place in the world where
the “human fish” lives.
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1. Predjama Castle looks as 1. OFX| &eH0f| i Y=
{0t 2 3]

if it is hanging from a cliff. A0h 22 DY EO0fDt.

2. The cliff below Predjama 2. Y00k Ot 2
Castle LH2{CHE0|= Q.

3. Looking out from the 3. DY CAAT| 7|AL 20t
little cave where Erazem UAMS ZFHUE o2
Predjamski is said to LT EH2 S=0NM
have received supplies of Hi2t= HHZ S4.

food and water.

§ A Picturesque
; Castle
Predjama
Castle

The cave exploration doesn’t end at the Postojna
Cave. Just 10 minutes away, the Prejama Castle
has a fascinating cave of its own. The white
castle has an unreal beauty, seeming to hang
from the 123-meter cliff behind it. In the

Middle Ages, some 700 years ago, this was the
fortress of a knight called Erazem Predjamski.
The audio guides here explain the story in English
and even in Korean. Besieged in the castle,

the knight Erazem received supplies of food and
water through a small cave. Hearing such
intriguing stories as you look around the many
spaces inside the castle, you suddenly realize
you’'ve made a journey through time back to

the Middle Ages.
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A City With G220
a Sacred Grape
Maribor

Hotel City Maribor

@ Ulica kneza Koclja 22,
2000 Maribor

B +386 2-292-7000

D hotelcitymb.si
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The oldest grape plant
in the world and its vines
MM 74 el E
ZCLtEet g2,

While we were walking on the banks of River
Drava enjoying the romance of Slovenia’s
second-largest city, Maribor, our guide Jernej
Lubej shouted out: “That plant is the oldest
grape vine in the world.” A thin grape plant lay
there in diagonal lines, as if crossing its legs,
barely able to support its own weight. “It was
planted no less than 500 years ago, and it’s
listed in the Guinness Book of Records.” The vine
survived a great medieval fire, a Turkish invasion
of the city, and heavy bombing during the
Second World War.

The building where the grape vine grows is a
museum dedicated to commemorating this
sacred plant. Among the various artifacts on
display at the museum was a personal letter to
the Mayor of Maribor from the former US
President Bill Clinton. It was a letter of thanks
for the gift of Maribor wine that Clinton had
received on his visit to the city in 1998. Inside
the museum, you can also taste Mirabor’s
special wines.



A Land of Abundance
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Goriska Brda
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Hotel San Martin
® Smartno 11, 5211

Kojsko
B +386 5-330-5660
D sanmartin.si

Kruh in Vino
@ Vipolze 29, 5212
Dobrovo
B +386 5 620-1289
kruhinvino.si

Hisa Marica
©® Smartno 33, 5211
Kojsko
0 +386 5-304-1039
D marica.si
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“This is a cherry tree, that’s an apricot tree,
and that's an olive tree...
our guide Mateja Komac was constantly
pointing out and telling us about the local trees.
The area was really abundant. Everywhere

.” Even while driving,

we went, vineyards spread out in waves, and
fruit trees could be seen everywhere.

The region, called GoriSka Brda, is located
in the westernmost part of Slovenia and it is
renowned as a great producer of grapes,
cherries, peaches, and olives. It has numerous
wineries, and many tourists come from nearby
Italy and Austria to enjoy the local wine tours.

Don’t miss a little village called Smartno.
After looking around for 10 minutes, which was
quite enough to see the whole village,
| wanted to stay on for more than 10 months.
The nearby village of Gonjace has an
observation tower with panoramic views over
the Goriska Brda region.




Bled Lake and Bled Island
seen from Bled Castle.
~ The view looks just like a
scene from a fairy tale.
S =AM HitE
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A Fairy Tale Village
Bled

An island floated on a quiet lake. The island was :
covered with green trees, red-roofed houses

and Gothic-style church steeples. The phrase
breathtaking view” seems to have been coined

for just such places.

The place from which | was looking at this

fairy-tale scene had an air of unreality itself. .Tﬁ_is_
was Bled Ca§tle!_:'a-magnificent fortress l_oui'lt_:_on'
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Like a Prince
White Horse
Lipica
4@7 We got in a carriage drawn by two white horses
and trotted on through the broad pastures. On

Lipica Stud Farm

@ Lipica 5, 6210 turning into a tree-lined street, the horses

SeZana reduced their speed. “They’re smart, aren’t
0 +386 5-739-1696
on
O lipica.org they?” | thought. But of course they were. These
horses from the Lipica Stud Farm were
1. At the Lipica Stud Farm, Slovenia’s traditional white horses —Lipizzaner,

you can enjoy the beautiful

scenery from a carriage a celebrated breed around the world.

drawn by Lipizzaner The Lipica Stud Farm boasts the longest
horses. ) )

2. By stroking and feeding the  Distory of any stud horse farm in Europe.
horses, you can share your Founded in 1580, it still operates today, more
feelings with them directly. .

3. You can also watch a than 400 years later. It has been visited by
show performed by trained many famous people, including Britain’s Queen

breeding horses. . . .
Elizabeth Il. You too could feel like a prince

riding a white horse in a fairy tale here.
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Time Travel
to the Middle Ages

Celje
«<D

“

Galerija Okusov
© Novo Celje 9, 3301
Petrovce
3 +386 3-165-7605
galerijaokusov.si
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The view of Celje from the local 14th-century
castle was peaceful. Among the many towers
of the castle, Frederick’s Tower provided the
most beautiful views. And | can’t forget the sad
tale associated with this tower, a sort of
Slovenian Romeo and Juliet.

The setting of the story is the 15th century.
Prince Frederick Il marries Veronika. His father
is furious, because Veronika does not come
from the aristocratic class. He locks Frederick in
this tower, and has Veronika drowned.

At Celje Castle, Veronika's name is
commemorated in the Veronika Café. Sipping
a cup of coffee surrounded by the castle walls is
sure to provide a novel experience.

After seeing Celje Castle, be sure to go to
the Old Town. Walking around this little town
that retains the feel and look of the Middle
Ages, you can really feel the lively energy of the
local residents. In the Old Town are two
impressive statues: One represents the Celje-
born travel writer Alma Karlin, the other the
photographer Josip Pelikan. Those who enjoy
writing and taking photographs while traveling
should not ignore these two statues.
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. Ljubljana residents and
tourists watching a street
performance

. Some of the food at
Ljubljana’s high-class
restaurant AS Aperitivo

. Panorama of the city center

from Ljubljana Castle

. The romantic nature of
this city reveals itself more
clearly after sunset.
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AS Aperitivo
@ Copova ulica 5a,
1000 Ljubljana
@ +386 1-425-4168
asaperitivo.com

Eﬁﬂ
S~—
Grand Hotel Union
@ MikloSiceva cesta 1,
1000 Ljubljana
B +386 1-308-1270
D uhcollection.si/grand-
hotel-union
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| didn’t have much time in Ljubljana. | arrived
there in the evening, and the next morning | had
to leave for the Marco Polo Airport. As soon as
| checked into the hotel, | went out into the
street. Fortunately, the Grand Hotel Union where
| was staying was located right next to PreSeren
Square, in the heart of Ljubljana.

Without setting any particular objective,
| walked around the neighborhood around the
Square. Here and there a variety of
performances were being given. It turned out
that a performing arts festival was under way.
As befits Slovenia’s capital city, a variety of
arts events unfold here throughout the year.
| took another walk after dinner, and even late
at night a big concert kept going on. What’s
more, it was free.

The old city center was romance itself late
in the night. The moonlight lit up buildings of
Baroque and Art Nouveau styles, and beside a
street fountain lovers were whispering and
kissing. In the distance, the illuminated Ljubljana
Castle watched over them in silence. @
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In cooperation with Slovenian Tourist Board (slovenia.info)
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Asiana Airlines has round-trips three times a week
between Seoul (Incheon)—Venice.
From Venice to Slovenia, it takes two to three hours by car.




SLOVENIA

PLUS_I_

Here are three places to visit without
fail during your travel to the romantic
Mediterranean city of Piran.
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Piranske Soline

Piran salt boasts a tradition
of 700 years. Only sea, sun and
wind are involved in making of Piran
salt. Here you can buy it in various
sizes and varieties, along with related
products. In particular, be sure to try
the salty yet sweet salt chocolate.
Besides Piran, you can find branches
of the store in Ljubljana and Bled.
@ Ulica IX. korpusa 2, 6330 Piran
@ +386 5-673-3110
soline.si
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Fonda Fish Farm
0 The Fonda Fish Farm lies in the

Piran Bay, at the southernmost
point of the Slovenian Sea. This part
of the sea is distinguished by the clean
and deep water and a strong sea
current. After inspecting the fish farm,
you can enjoy a simple meal of fresh
sea bass with wine. To see the fish
farm, advance booking is essential.
© Seca 142, 6320 Lucija
@ +386 5-160-5605

fonda.si
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@ Seca 142, 6320 Lucija
0 +386 5-160-5605
fonda.si

Lepa Vida Thalasso Spa

This outdoor spa center is

located at Slovenia’s most
celebrated salt pond, the Secovlje
Natural Salt Pond. Here you can receive
skin treatment using clay and sea
water gathered from the salt pond. The
available swimming pool and bar
provide a great place to relax while
looking out to the Mediterranean.
© Sec¢a 115, 6320 Portoroz
3 +386 5-672-1360
D thalasso-lepavida.si
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@ Seca 115, 6320 Portoroz
0 +386 5-672-1360

thalasso-lepavida.si
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KUMHO 7 O
MUSEUM OF ART

18, Samcheong-ro,

Jongno-gu, Seoul, Korea

T. 02-720-5114 F. 02-720-6474

www.kumhomuseum .com
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text by Kim Sung-Hwa, Réhahn
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The rich, yellow
colors of Hoi An
that grow deeper
with each passing
day have caught
the attention of
photographer
Réhahn. But what
arrested his steps
was something
entirely different.

and
n

At sunrise, this old harbor city is awakened by

a golden light playing on its yellow walls. Its name,
Hoi An, means “peaceful meeting place.” The

city was a flourishing trading port where East and
West met in harmony before being forgotten

by history for some time. French photographer
Réhahn had been traveling the world before
visiting Hoi An in 2011. Taken by its beauty, he
decided to settle here.

The exterior walls of Hoi An’s buildings are
mostly yellow. The yellow backgrounds provided
wonderful canvases for the scenes that Réhahn
wanted to capture. In order to photograph Hoi
An’s beautiful moments, he would wait for the
right light to fall on one of those yellow
backgrounds and for someone to pass by.

Réhahn was initially enchanted by this yellow
harbor city where East and West came together
so intriguingly, but what kept him here was his
passion for wanting to know different people. He
easily gets along with unfamiliar people and is
grateful for their generosity toward such a modern-
day vagabond. The trouble he takes to reach the
most unaccessible places (such as walking along
a soggy lane for several hours in 113°F heat)
all melts away whenever he meets some remote
people living their traditional lifestyles.

Thanks to Réhahn, we can discover the
traditional culture of Vietnam'’s agricultural society.
His photographs may not reveal everything about
this unfamiliar world, but they reveal enough to
give us a beginning insight into it. @

Documentary photographer Réhahn has been described as

a photographer who captures the spirit. His masterpiece Madam
Xong was acquired permanently by the Viethamese Women'’s
Museum in Hanoi on International Women’s Day 2016.

He is currently running a “Giving Back” project in which part of
the income from his Vietnamese works is returned to
Vietnamese society. www.rehahnphotographer.com




“Camaraderie in Colors”

Hoi An, 2014

In Hoi An, students wear
their traditional Ao Dai to
school every day. | was lucky
to find this rich yellow wall
with its canopy of fuschia
blooms one morning. It
forms the perfect frame for
these two young women who
stopped to have breakfast

before their morning classes.

Their quiet moment of
companionship made me
smile.
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“Balance,” Hoi An, 2015
Like a modern-day Lady
Justice, this Hoi An woman
is all about balance. From
her cargo of vibrant fruits to
the strong direction of
her gaze hidden beneath
her conical hat, there is
a zen sense of unbroken

symmetry in this photograph.
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“A morning on the river in Hoi An”
Hoi An, 2015
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Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights twice a day
between Seoul (Incheon)-Da Nang (Hoi An) and
once a day between Busan (Gimhae)—Da Nang (Hoi An).
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seoul map

text by Kim Sung-Hwa
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

The Good

Forest Road

“just a little more,” and instead are

In the west side of Seoul’'s
Seongsudong District there is a
place with an especially friendly
character. Its vibe is quite
different from that of the “hip
Seongsudong,” and for that
reason it needs to be called by
a different name: Seoul Forest
Road. The local shops and
cafés | discovered on Seoul
Forest Road seemed like good
old neighbors.

During my visit, a few neighborhood
business owners were gathered in the
café Island. Local resident Lee Sung-
Won’s dog, Roxy, wagged its tail with
pleasure as soon as it saw Island’s
manager, An So-Yeon.

The married couple Lee Sung-Won
and Kim Sung-Geun are managers of a
culture and arts shop who came to live
in Seongsudong last autumn. Having
regularly walked their dogs on Seoul
Forest Road, they became captivated by
the unique local charm: “Time seems to
pass slowly here,” they say. “When you
meet people, it feels natural to greet
them and ask how they are. We sensed
a different feeling from other
neighborhoods.”

It’s different, all right. There are
shops that close at five or six in the
evening, and the owners take a month’s
vacation in the winter. Perhaps the
people here have stopped asking for

giving more consideration to others.
Café owners will happily have coffee in a
different coffee shop, and if a customer
brings a cake that they’ve bought at a
nearby bakery, they're given a fork to eat
it with. That’s Seoul Forest Road.

The couple grew fond of the
neighborhood as they became familiar
with its cafés. And soon after, they tried
their hand at a business venture: They
convinced the cafés of Seoul Forest
Road, which are subject to big seasonal
variations in income, to join in a small
neighborhood market called the
Seongsu Crew Market. Then they sold
lifestyle products in the front yard of
Island, while at the Italian pasta house
Mi Manchi they sold tiramisu and
natural wines. All the local residents
who visited the market chatted freely
and laughed merrily under the spring
sun. The project brought new energy to
a neighborhood fatigued by constant
construction work.

Kim Sung-Geun told me he surprised
himself with the idea he’s currently
pursuing in his new neighborhood:

‘I want to take part of my profit and use

it to enhance the beauty of the local
environment.”

Does the Seoul Forest attract people
like that? Or did Kim come to feel that
way by living close to the woods? Either
way, Kim settled naturally into the word

“neighbor.”
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Together Off
the Grid at Island

Seongsu
Janior, rHigh
School/

o) D
Seoulsup:gil

@ 1F, 11-26, Seoul Sup2-gil,

Seongdong-gu

Tuesday—Saturday
10:30 a.m.—6 p.m.

@ Brown sugar milk tea
4,500 won;
Tropicalade 5,000 won

@ilnd_seongsu

@ 457 M==22
1126, 15

SEQY
10:30~18:00

O 59 2L3E[ 4,5008,
E2mZ 00|E 5,000

@ilnd_seongsu

Island is both a design studio that makes things
with a rustic look and a café that sells tasty milk
tea with brown sugar. Owner Yu Uk-Jae is trying
out the idea of a disconnected lifestyle: living off
the grid. He makes and sells scented candles
and woodworking tool boxes here for the digital
nomads who congregate in the midst of nature.
He has plenty of interesting ideas about living a
natural lifestyle—such as building a house with
a floor area of only 20 square meters, or a tree
house that uses a bicycle as an elevator.

Island is also a café where you can feel quite
comfortable starting a conversation with
someone you are meeting for the first time. The
space is open to pets, and there are dogs that
are brought here almost daily, much like regular
customers. Yu's wife, An So-Yeon, told me with a
bashful smile that whenever a customer comes
in, she still feels nervous but also pleased to see
them. At that point, | understood why Island had
such a comfortable vibe.

The drinks here are true to the essentials,
and Island is renowned in the neighborhood for
its tasty brown sugar milk tea. The tea is brewed
with quality tea leaves for an abundant flavor, and
the home-cooked tapioca pearls are nice and
chewy.
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The Parisians Next
Door at Ofr.

o
ﬁ:.z? iy ’l.,.
o

om

Q

225m 450m

2F, 19-18, Seoul Sup2-gil,
Seongdong-gu
Wednesday—Sunday
1p.m.—7 p.m.
+82-2-465-9357
@ofrseoul

g3+ Me=22

1918, 2&

F~UR2 13:00~19:00
02-465-9357
@ofrseoul

Yes, Ofr. of Paris has come to Seoul Forest Road.
Founded in 1996 by Alexandre Thumerelle with
the clear and simple goal of “creating beautiful
things,” Oft. is a Parisian art book shop, gallery,
studio, and publisher. Starting out from scratch,
Ofr. has grown to publish 136 books, hold over
200 exhibitions and concerts, and act as an
incubator for the Paris art world.

Ofr. chose Seoul Forest Road for its Seoul
location because of the area’s resemblance to
the Marais District, where Ofr. Paris is located.
The books are casually arranged in just a few
sections so that customers can discover a title to
their taste by browsing one book at a time.

Ofr. Seoul sells unusual art books such as
Women in Trees, a collection of photographs taken
from the branches of trees. You can also find A
Love Trip Across Korea, a record of Korean scenes
and impressions experienced by Alexandre
Thumerelle on a visit of more than a month. It's
also interesting to browse the vintage items
displayed and the Toile de Jouy fabrics produced
in France by Mirabelle, a brand that shares Oft.’s
philosophy of pursuing “beautiful things.”
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Already popular in Daegu, this British-style bakery
has now arrived on Seoul Forest Road. “l wasn’t
used to seeing people act as if they had known
each other when they met for the first time, or
café owners recommending the coffee of another
café,” explains Kim Kyung-jin, the owner of
Victoria Bakery. Kim is adjusting happily to Seoul
Forest Road’s overflowing good-neighbor
friendliness. As a result, the outside of the café
is bustling with people taking photographs to
post on social media.

The cakes at Victoria Bakery look rustic and
cute, and although at first | thought they were
just cute, they also turned out to be quite tasty.
They are like a school student who is popular in
the class for being easy-going yet smart.

The shop’s signature donuts take two days to
make and are based on a recipe that Kim and her
brother learned on repeated visits to London after
falling in love with the donuts they had tasted at
Borough Market. The fillings such as raspberry
and custard cream with vanilla beans are all
home-made. Meanwhile, the bakery’s tables are
all placed in the front yard to encourage
customers to spend some peaceful moments on
Seoul Forest Road.

AN Friend
I'Cl é to Know Better
Victoria Bakery

© 1F, 18-7, Seoul Sup2-gil, B 45+ Ma=2Z FISHX| T A2 A 171 — HIE2|Of H|0]742|
Seonedong g s L0 AT F24 W07 ME %2
D Wednesday — Sunday £~2Q9 12:00~19:00 PR 2 =4 o =
a S_e_oulsu[b_g" Noon - 7 p.m. AI4HX EX 4,500, 9‘H:-|' x‘l 2= A|'0|(|)_“:" *%’515 3"_' 7"]1‘" M'g"l:l'lol
B ® @ Signature donut 32 EI2E 6,500 CI2 & AHLZE FX6H= A SM%0{2.7 BIER|0f
St . ; :
Jurig?%ﬁgh 4,500 won; lemon tart @ 02-6012-9878 H1|0|7‘|E|°| |:|7 EHEE 7| H Olg 2 o:ITI'QI' x.|o|
School 6,500 won O victoriabakery.shop L oA jox
o . @ +8996012.-9878 HIX|S MSAZ0| 7|8 HS5HLE7 kD QT S0 71
&
> / victoriabakery.shop QU2 SNS CISAFS Xl= AIMER 2HICY
Oom 225m 450m
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The Italian pasta house Mi Manchi is located on
the last alley off Seoul Forest Road. The staff
here come out for a small chat when neighbors
greet them with a friendly glance. For one reason
or another, Mi Manchi is a place where people
stop at least for a little while.

The chefs at Mi Manchi stick to traditional
cooking methods while adding some Korean
ingredients to create unique dishes. The
signature dish, live octopus pasta, overcomes the
usual fishy smell of the octopus with basil pesto.
When the wriggling octopus is mixed with warm
noodles, the texture becomes really toothsome.
The menu also includes classic dishes such as
pasta carbonara, whose well-balanced flavors
point to an expertise that comes from a long
cooking experience.

Mi Manchi aims to sell time: “During the time
people are here, | would like them to be satisfied
with everything; the food is just a part of that,”
explains the owner. In Italian, “mi manchi” means
“I miss you.” When a place is willing to cook food
and wait for someone out of a feeling of missing
them, who could simply pass by? @

The Pasta House That Sells Time

Mi Manchi

@ B1F, 6, Seoul Sup2-gil,
Seongdong-gu
Py N D Monday — Friday 11:30
5 SEOUISUE:E“ a.m. —2:30 p.m.,
B > = 6 p.m.—11 p.m.
SE —_
Junelgrr'ﬁéh Saturday — Sunday
School” 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.,
N
~ 6 p.m.—11 p.m.
‘ @ +82-70-7759-0833
om 225m 450m @mimanchi.seoul

B 437 ME2%22 6,
et 15

2~29Y 11:30~14:30,

18:00~23:00
E~2QY 12:30-15:30,
18:00~23:00
@ 070-7759-0833
@mimanchi.seoul

=

TH DRAERE — O[]

2 wa S 20 0[Z20F TAEFE DJ217 17
Z IS WU S lck Ast

mrs 1 P ZS0| IO Ligt Fe

ROIM 0|27 = FAILOF

x

40 for Mo @ mo rN
[O > mlo

2o A
Hu
I o
_r,l]
=E
[

(U mp i
I~
F-II' Hr

s r_f“
>
il
=

=

*“-*XIE [CsEet Mt FAXL AIZ0] S
Ft2ELE 22 24 tirs ME20I=0 2 A=
ARSI THEet LHSO0] AT
O|2k7|7F Ea4 10 Sh= A2 AIZHOITE “0I20IM
HFE AlZt S ZE XO0| HFRAHFHCH ZNNL.
% 5t7F SA0IR.” QU NE BX|e= R FO2
£99| 0|47} 2 motct g =0 027 |(Mi
Manchi)'= OEz2[0t0{2 ‘L= FH0| Jd8&U et
o=z

50|t =2/tE 22|Yste Ot
7|C M= XS OEA O L2

u|o

o 1=
mjo

ra

o NN
=

-I> ulo
0
o
o



PICNIC
NON

We went to Suwon to enjoy an autumn picnic. Walking slowly around

the fortress walls set in a green landscape under a blue sky, we enjoyed
the elegance of the Joseon Dynasty at Hwaseong Haenggung,

a building infused with the public spirit and filial piety of King Jeongjo.
After leaving Hwaseong Haenggung, we spent half a day doing

nothing much — just browsing around the local alleys. We didn’t really
do anything other than walk about, but the magical autumn air

- that permeated Suwon filled up all of the day.

photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

text by Kim Nam-Ju

local trip
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ga% A Walk SEsH, ZolM 2t HH
4 About Suwon
% Hwaseong

om 1km 2km

Walking around the Suwon Hwaseong area was like enjoying a fine picnic
on the grass. Inside the beautiful big fortress walls lay living spaces that
preserved the layers of time intact, while under big trees that rose high
above the buildings, local elders enjoyed the pleasure of conversation. Just
an hour away from Seoul by bus, we found great leisurely spaces.

Two hundred years ago, Hwaseong’s haenggung (a kind of palace where
the king would stay when traveling to the provinces) used to take on a
festival mood whenever the king visited. Even today, the plaza outside the
palace is filled with people flying kites or riding bicycles, and children
laughing as they ride on their fathers’ shoulders. The curved lines of the
surrounding trees and lanes, and the ridge of the hill harmonize perfectly
with that scenery.

Best of all is Banghwasuryujeong, considered Hwaseong’s most
beautiful pavilion. From the top of it, you get a fine view of the curving
fortress wall path and the yongyeon (a small lake) peeping out from
between the willows. In the daytime you’ll see many people enjoying a
picnic on the grass beside the lake.

The most magical moment occurs around sunset. The sky becomes
stained with fantastic colors, and suddenly the whole world goes quiet. It's
a moment when you want to keep on chatting, sitting face-to-face with
someone in a pavilion below the Dragon’s Head Rock. Just you and me
beneath the gentle moonlight: what more do we need?
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In fall, Suwon offers plenty to see and enjoy, as a
variety of events and festivals are held at the
beautiful Suwon Hwaseong Fortress and in the
surrounding areas. Have a romantic daytime date
at the “Sweet Haenggung Romance” event, or
take part in the “Hwaseong Haenggung Palace
Opening Night” program, designed for romantic
night walks around the Haenggung Palace.

The Suwon Hwaseong Cultural Festival, the
climax of Suwon’s fall festivals, is a must-do
event. The festival will take place at the Suwon
Hwaseong Fortress and the Haenggung Palace
from October 3 through October 6. The dozens of
planned programs are intended to make visitors
feel as if they were teleported to the Joseon era.
Suwon’s major cultural tourism festival is packed
with events whose very names are enough to
pique your curiosity: “King Jeongjo Visits the
Ancestral Tombs”; “Suwon Lantern Festival,” etc.
Some people may think of a cultural festival as
boring, but the Suwon Hwaseong Cultural Festival
provides a great setting for family outings and a
dating occasion for couples.

The finale of the festival will be “Yajo,”

a martial arts performance — a modern
reinterpretation (based on the Royal Protocols of
the Joseon Dynasty) of the Joseon nighttime

military training. The harmonious blend of lights,

Fall Festivalg =g+
Give Suwon
A Colorful Atmosphere

music, videos, and martial arts against the
backdrop of the lofty Changnyongmun Gate

(the eastern gate of the Hwaseong Fortress) and
the expansive lawn around it will mesmerize
audiences. The solemn and elegant performance
is a perfect ending to this romantic cultural
festival. Let’s create a magical moments

in Suwon.
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56th Suwon Hwaseong

Cultural Festival

Oct. 3-6

© Suwon Hwaseong
Fortress area, including
Hwaseong Haenggung
Palace, SuwonCheon

O +82-31-290-3572~5

swcf.or.kr

Hwaseong Haenggung Palace
Opening Night
Through Sept. 28
Tuesday—Thursday
6 p.m.—9 p.m.;
Friday—Saturday
6 p.m.—10 p.m.,
Closed on the day
of Chuseok
@ +82-31-290-3682~3
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Among the alleys that wind along the fortress walls are newly opened cafés m2f LE2E 0|0j2 Z5 ALO| 2, TpAH2|

d=s
that keep the structure and sign boards of old buildings intact, and = 1Xe ZH2 O 2 = X 2Hst= 7L,
restaurants that create a unique atmosphere by adding a contemporary Zuist st=0f SACHE{QI Q1E|2]|01E 710|sH

_CI’_ Al

interior to a cozy traditional house. Here are five places in Haenggung-dong 7|7t MLCIE AlFE0] Xi2[5t ULt HISUAM

e oY O.L

that we found familiar, yet novel.

L QIASIBME S A CHY 2.

Here you'll find a dining table with a warm and
cozy atmosphere. Yellow pans that look like
pumpkins combine with white glass dishes and
rough white-painted walls to create a distinctive
feel. Above the wooden tables, lights that look

SIS HA| — HETAE @ 1F, 9-5, Hwaseomun-ro like a full moon shine with a subtle glow.
07|, Ofsot M= 2217129 AH0| QUTE, SHEIE H2 iigi(inég’ll_m_; Boreumdal Siktak preserves all the traces and
2t i[9t 5IF R2|1R0| SHEFA| &gt AR Hat closed on Mondays atmosphere of a family home.
022N MOE L24Z #0t LI XL fols s2 22 @flanmoon_ Here, curries are served on round dishes, as
2 XHO| 2201A| WL, —. abundant as the full moon. The Keema Curry, a
7H8E 2917171 22 LIAK|= BEEEAENME 95, 1= pungent blend of minced pork and tomato, and
ST HA0l EEXE FEXIoHH ot 7t Q215 12:00~20:00, the Prawn Cream Curry, made with a generous
Ct= &= QUCh CHRI BX| 27|06 EOtES 210 A% iiﬁi’?ﬂ portion of prawns in tasty cream and served with
OHESHA S0t 7(0t712|2f 20| £2 -0 MRE rice topped with plenty of fried garlic, seem like
=% 21 & o= Fi7l ot=& 50| & home cooking prepared with loving care. For the
MeIE7te=E HE0| 715 =71 & 2 AS0= autumn, the restaurant plans to add a selection
SHiE ol golch of dishes served on rice.



@ 54, Sinpung-ro @ MEZ23HZ 54
23beon-gil 12:00~22:00, 5% 5%
Noon-10 p.m.; @cafe7209
closed on Thursdays
@cafe7209

A Mag[lc
Carfqe _
Cafe Chil |
Gong Gu

Y

While walking along the fortress walls, | found a
little space distinguished by cream-toned cloth.
Café Chil | Gong Gu has a “newtro” sensibility,
and is renowned for its picnic sets: sandwiches,
drinks, and a mat all packed in a rattan basket.
When you spread out the red mat, any place can
become a picnic spot. A favorite place to take
your picnic basket is the grass outside the
Banghwasuryujeong pavilion, located a 15
minutes’ walk from the café.

One of the unique little pleasures of this café
is that if you order an Einspanner—they decorate
it with a cartoon character formed from cinnamon
powder. The handmade syrup drinks and fruit
yoghurts are prepared with hand-made fruit
syrups such as melon, strawberry, and peach.
The peach yoghurt is only available in season,
and when you eat it with a spoon, the taste of
autumn seems to permeate your mouth.
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@ 26, Hwaseomun-ro
48beon-gil
Noon-10 p.m.;
closed on Wednesdays
@ +82-70-7797-3385

@ SN2248%2Z 26
12:00~22:00,
UL

@ 070-7797-3385

A Different

View From Every
Window
Nangman Manok

There’s no big sign outside — just a single
entrance sign with the name of the café written in
cursive script: Nangman Manok. Remodeled from
a house, the café has a modern yet sophisticated
style. On all sides are big windows, each giving a
different view, so that depending where you sit,
you can feel as if you have come to a different
place every time. Through one window you might
see the low roof of a house rising behind a red
garden wall, and through another, luxuriant
blossoming creepers showing above white walls.

A special item on the menu that you can’t
taste at other cafés is the Mugwort Milk. And the
savory taste of a Nangman Latte — a flat white
coffee with added fresh cream — will linger on
your tongue for some time.

....................................................................................................................................................................................

OH,PQR!

Your attention will be drawn by stylish English
lettering on the exterior wall that reads, “OH,PQR!”
Run by the brand design company PQR, this is a
cultural space where you can bring in your pets.
When you come in, you are greeted first by the pet
dog named R-re. He’s a big dog, but far from
barking at unfamiliar customers, he wags his tail
merrily.

The pride of OH,PQR! are its burgers, made
with 100% beef patties and home-made sauce on
a bun of hand-made rice bread from Suwon’s
Minari Bread. You can also taste home-made beer
from the New City Brewing Club, which is only
available in the Suwon area. “I want this place to
be no mere burger pub,” says the owner, “but
rather something like a reception room for the
neighborhood.” From September, he plans to run
a variety of cultural events in the upstairs space.

@ 31, Hwaseomun-ro
45beon-gil

Monday —Saturday
Noon - Midnight;
Sunday Moon-10 p.m.

@oh_pqr

© SMEZ45HZ 31
2~EQY 12:00~24:00,
292 12:00~22:00

@oh_pqr
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@ 63-18, Sinpung-ro @ MEZ23HZ 63-18

23beon-gil 0§ 10:30~21:00
Daily 10:30 a.m.—9 p.m. @Farm_to_hanok
@Farm_to_hanok

An Organic
Salad Café
[F To Hanok

Pass Café Chil | Gong Gu and go up the hill, and
your eye is caught by a sign that reads “Farm

To Hanok.” The name takes the concept of “farm
to table” — organic produce from a farm is
brought to the dinner table, adding the word for
the traditional Korean house, hanok.

Here the basic salad can be customized to
suit your taste by adding a choice of toppings
including salmon, chicken, shrimp, tuna, and
steak. Also popular is the Yoghurt Bowl, a
nourishing dessert combining thick Greek yoghurt
with lashings of seasonal fruit and nuts. The
Apple Cinnamonade, made with home-made fruit
syrup, tastes fresh and refreshing.

Even the brass vessels in which the salad is
served add an elegance that goes well with the
traditional hanok house. Not a single item,
whether it be a table, a dish, or a cushion, has
been thrown in without thought. Those who come
here with the idea of having a simple salad will
smile when they experience a satisfying mealtime
in a traditional house. ©®
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spotlight
text by Want You

The Colors of
Kang Daniel

Kang Daniel’s solo debut album, Color On Me, is all about colors.

Kang chose this theme because he “wanted to open up the unlimited possibilities
within [him] and show a variety of pieces and performances.”

Kang’s own words show his determination to progress to a performance level
comparable to a painter’s palette filled with colors.

When Kang Daniel (24) first appeared before an
audience on Mnet’s trainee idol survival program
Produce 101 Season 2, the audience voted

him into the first place. This vote allowed Kang to
step out of Wanna One, a temporary project
group created for the program, and become his
own act.

As mainstream K-pop is centered around
groups rather than soloists, Kang might have
expected a difficult path ahead, but instead he
got off to a smooth start. When offline sales of
his solo debut album kicked off on July 29, the
Hanteo Chart recorded sales of more than
400,000 copies in the first three days, a record
for the highest first-week sales by a male or
female solo artist. Meanwhile, online pre-orders
had already reached around 450,000 copies.
One thing was sure: The Kang Daniel syndrome
that had begun in the summer of 2017 was still
going strong.

The appeal of Kang Daniel is multi-faceted.
He is not a super-handsome idol, nor a
magnificent singer, yet he captivates his
audiences with fine and polished performances.
Building on his experience of learning B-Boying
while in middle school and studying contemporary
dance briefly in his high school days, Kang is able
to control the rhythm of the dance and express
the music through his body movements. The
performer’s character sets off a dramatic
contrast between his gentle off-stage image and
his strong, sexy on-stage dancing. Kang Daniel’s
charm and appeal certainly can’t be explained
only through his dancing.

The unwavering fandom that has followed him
for two years after the end of Produce 101
Season 2 comprises a diverse range of fans.
K-pop is mainly followed by teenagers, but Kang's
fan base comprises all generations, from
teenagers to middle-agers. This is one idol who is
popular with children and adults alike.

The reason for his popularity across the
generations can be traced back to Kang's
behavior on Produce 101 Season 2. Although this
was a survival program, Kang kept his positivity
and maintained a close relationship with his
competitors, being considerate even when others
might have thought of themselves first. His
compassion had a moving effect on the
‘collective producer’ —the audience of the show
— adding to his demonstrated artistic ability
throughout the show.

The advent of Kang Daniel was a significant
trigger in the expansion of the idol industry. His
expanded fanbase — people in their twenties-to-
forties range with spending power— had a heavy
influence on the marketing side of Kang's rise to
fame. Kang’s debut as a cover model for a
current affairs magazine was soon followed by an
appearance in Instyle—the first time in its 14-
year history that the magazine used a male cover
model. These magazines managed to sell out all
their online pre-orders. The same level of
commercial success followed the commercials in
which Kang appeared, whether for clothing, home
appliances, beer, or cosmetics — something not
unrelated to the new record set by Kang's recent
solo debut aloum.

Images courtesy of Konnect Entertainment



Kang Daniel could not have achieved his full
musical potential during the Wanna One days as
part of an 11-member group. The theme of
‘colors’ was the right choice for him — his musical
world was a blank canvas after the breakup of
the group.

While Kang’s specialty was rap, he chose
“What Are You Up To?” for his debut song —

a track with strong vocal elements. “l wanted to
improve my skills [in vocals] a little,” he said,
“and | worked night and day to show my fans a
side of me that they had never seen before.”
According to Kang, “What Are You Up To?” is a
“song with a leaping melody line and easy-to-

follow dance moves.”

In his music and journey as an artist, Kang
still has many colors left to paint. And in his
performances as a soloist rather than one of
eleven performers, Kang delivers another
message: “To outside appearances | may look
empty, but I'm in the process of filling up, so
keep watching me.” | wonder what brightness and
saturation levels the colors of Kang Daniel will
achieve in the future. @

Want You is a newspaper journalist with 20 years of experience.
One day, she watched Produce 101 Season 2 and became a
devoted Kang Daniel fan. Last year, she collected anecdotes of
her artist followings and published them in Fan Devotion at
Your Age?
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