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Paradise

Artist Kim Bo-Hie gave up living in Seoul

and moved her studio to Jeju Island. Now, the
first thing she does each morning is to step onto
the red wooden floor of her terrace and admire
the surrounding natural scenery of her new home.
She then converts that view into works of art.
Sometimes her paintings include out-of-season
flowers or berries, animals from distant lands,

or memories of her travels. Woven together,
these elements create an ideal world.

The scenes in Kim’s artworks have an exotic
yet familiar look. Perhaps this is because they
remind of scenes that the viewer may have seen
on a visit to Jeju Island; or perhaps it's because
of the strong impression left by a celebrated
painting that had attracted attention when it was
displayed in the reception room of the Blue
House —the residence of the Korean
President—in November 2017, when the U.S.
President Donald Trump and his wife visited
Korea.

The painting that was on loan to the Blue



Images courtesy of Kumho Museum of Art

“The Days”

Color on canvas, 390x1,458cm
(27 pieces, 130x162cm each)
2011-2014

When
everyday life is
enhanced

by imagination,
it becomes
paradise.

House at that time, “Towards,” was a painting of
the artist’s front garden at her Jeju house. It
showed part of her front yard, the whole of which
can now be seen in the painting named “Terrace,”
which is currently shown at Kim’s solo exhibition,
running until July 12 at the Kumho Museum of Art
in Seoul’s Jongno-gu District. If “Terrace” looks
a bit unnatural and distorted, it's because it
combines eight views seen from different times
and angles.

The British artist David Hockney had similarly
experimented with different ways of showing
his artwork by making collages of various
photographs taken at the same place or
by combining different pictures he had painted
while going around with his easel outdoors.
If Hockney's resulting artwork represented an
analytical approach, Kim Bo-Hie’s work embodies
a warm, perhaps affectionate perspective. Having
majored in traditional landscape painting, Kim
has the ability to view nature from traditional
perspectives and add a contemporary sensibility

to those points of view.

Kim’s giant work “The Days” combines 27
scenes in a painting measuring 14.58m in width.
Viewing it feels like walking into the heart of
verdant nature. If the jungle scenes painted by
French artist Henri Rousseau—known as

“Le Douanier” (the Customs Officer)—were
primitive depictions of the struggle for survival,
Kim Bo-Hie's forest is a place where all
creatures live together in harmony.

Even singular fallen seeds are treated as
precious and depicted in detail by Kim Bo-Hie in
her artworks. “A seed can only be obtained when
the flower and berry have withered, so it
represents the order of the natural cycle,” Kim
explains. “A picture of a little hard seed embodies
the whole journey of life.” To Kim Bo-Hie, nature
is both a mirror and a teacher. @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now an art
specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic Daily.



“Towards,” Color on canvas, 280x180cm, 2010
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“In Between”
Color on canvas, 400x400cm
(2 pieces, 200x400cm each)

2019
“Jungmoon Blue Night”

Color on canvas, 300x150cm
2019

“The Terrace,” Color on canvas, 324x520cm (8 pieces, 162x130cm each), 2019
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Danny de Marcos
@dannydemarcos

Danny de Marcos’ photography evokes colorful
scenes and landscapes that encapsulate the
vibe of Los Angeles, where he was born and

raised. The photographs are bits and pieces of

Angelino everyday life, whether it's the beach,
the heart of the city, or the moonrise behind

beautiful downtown LA.

EAMHH A L] E Ot2F A= X}AIO| LT K2t

ZAQ 271 ARZI Bt FHof| FOFHCE
G5} <2fHE>S| MIHZ S E ZAMNHY A ARES
U0 MM 7HZC

#LosAngeles #California #VeniceBeach
#Sunset #NightView
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Art Is an Open Door
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Check out these 21st century goods inspired by the 20th century art revolution. text by Kim Seong-Hwa
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MATISSE

Primary Fauvist Colors
Art critic René Schwob once said: “On Henri
Matisse’s paintings that were reduced
to several colors, the colors call, respond and
sing to each other. They shine like a child’s
dream.” Similarly, the Fauvist painter’s music-
filled colors have come alive on vases.
Jean-Matthieu Matisse, a fourth generation
member of the famous painter’s family,
collaborated with designer Marta Bakowski
to create a tableware collection inspired by
the painting “La Musique.” The spirit of the
master artist who declared the independence
of colors through the juxtaposition of bold
primary colors is now vividly displayed on the
vases and tableware that resemble

“La Musique.” @ maison-matisse.com
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MONET

Impressionistic Crayons

The green of willow trees dissolved on water

and the pink of water lilies obscured by

the atmosphere-:- French painter Claude Monet

incessantly painted traces of ever-changing

light hues. Aozora, a Japanese stationery

manufacturer, gathered up the Impressionist

painter’s palette of light variations in an

array of colored crayons. The square

crayons carry the gold tint dyed in twilight in
“Haystacks,” as well as the blue, white,

and red, symbolic of liberty, equality and

fraternity, that flutter in “Rue Saint-Denis.” And

as some crayons move about on paper, they

leave behind the green color of Monet’s

garden at Giverny.

D aozorapark.jp/netshop
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PICASSO

Cubist Eyes, Nose, Mouth

Eyes that look like they may fall down at any
moment are staring straight ahead, while

the nose protrudes as if seen from one side.
Cubism, pioneered by Pablo Picasso and
Georges Braque, dragged modern art away
from the realism existent in traditional painting.
Three-dimensional subjects were dismantled
from various perspectives and restructured
into two-dimensional spaces in accordance
with the artists’ intentions. The Cubist Portraits
Sticker Book allows the users to create

their own cubist portraits. A mouth seen

from the front can be applied on the side of a
horse’s face. One being can now be seen

from so many different perspectives!
click-bcn.com
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Images courtesy of Aozora, Lim Hark-Hyoun

© Fabrice Gousset & Maison Matisse,



S | SEOUL

| HOTEL

Small House Big Door
—— —_— —— A nearly 60-year-old storage space in the
| Korean capital has been renovated as a design
O S hotel by local studio Design Methods. The
interior design features crela“tively aesthetic
u | touches that focus on objects such as
W It h a Pa St L L 3D-printed lampshades. Varieus events can be
- held at a bistro and a gallery on the first floor,
while the rooftop lounge is a venue for weekend

J_-,-I'}I %E i'.%l networking parties. Guestrooms.

s in different concepts depending on
Old buildings that used to a warehouse, floor and location. In particular, guestroo

<. atheater, or a bank have been reborn as fancy hotels. text by kim Nam-Ju on the fourth floor feature glass ceilings,

- =1 § i r allowing guests to enjoy the sun and blue sk
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during the daytime and the moon and

the dark sky at night.

@ Daehan Building, 6 Namdaemun-ro 9-gil,
i = Jung-gu;-Seoul; Korea
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LOS ANGELES

Ace Hotel Downtown Los Angeles

In the 1920s, a group of legendary actors including
Charlie Chaplin built a studio in downtown Los Angeles
complete with a theater. The structure’s vintage look has
been kept all these years, and has become symbolic of
Hollywood’s golden age. The theater has now been reborn
as a hotel. The performance hall inside the hotel has
kept the look it had during its golden years. Open
balconies are installed on both sides in the three-story
hall, while thousands of small mirrors decorate the ceiling,
leading guests into a world of fantasy when lit.

© 929 South Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90015, USA
acehotel.com/losangeles
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Images courtesy of Small House Big Door, Ace Hotel, The Ned

OflojA S CHREL2 ZAMHH A

s — L
19204 2| MEZ S HHEQI HRS0| LA CH2EHR0)| LON DON
ARLRE MR IS SUCL NSARR 29719 FH2
2 RE ZE 00|X|Q 4ZOIUCL 2 AjZH0| XLt FH2 2EZ
SHIZ CHA| EfORIC S L U S2|RE HYI| 252 The Ned
J2 S|3Ch 35 22 SO UX Holz QEH LIt The former Midland Bank building, which boasted a splendid lobby
S U1, ME2 £H el A2 AZSE HEO0ALE &AH0]A, comparable to that of a luxury hotel in the 1920s, has been transformed
m2l, EME & 20 £0| S02E= o7t 22 SHo A2 into a five-star hotel. Years of restoration work has been focused on
4=t retaining the look of a modern bank with an arch ceiling, a walnut wood
@ 929 South Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90015, USA counter, and 92 emerald-green verdite columns. The gem of the hotel is

acehotel.com/losangeles the lounge where the bank’s vault used to be. Visitors have to go through
a massive vault gate to reach the lobby. The vault inspired the one
featured in the 1964 James Bond spy film Goldfinger.
@ 27 Poultry, London, EC2R 8AJ, UK @ thened.com
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DIVE

Under
the
Big Blue

Experience the
mysterious world
awaiting under the
‘Big Blue.” Summer is
the perfect time

to get into the fun

with scuba diving.
text by Kim Nam-Ju
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Blue Corner, Palau
Consisting of 205 islands,
Palau is considered one

of the best dive sites by
adventure divers due to

its diverse topography and
underwater environment
that features scenic spots
with coral reef gardens and
World War Il shipwrecks.
One of the three major
scuba diving spots in Palau
(together with Blue Hole
and German Channel),
Blue Corner challenges
even seasoned divers with
its strong currents. Enjoy
the special experience of
swimming with some 600
magine species including
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Shelly Beach, Sydney
Shelly Beach, an aquatic
reserve, is a spot _wheré" il

divers can explore mazes of, .

round rocks and seaweeds fg-
and have close encounters
with a wide variety of marine
lifeforms. Eels and rays
appear regularly at the
nearby Fairy Bower. If you

are lucky, you can encounter

. octopi or blue groper. Shelly

Beach is also popular
among family visitors who
wish to enjoy sea bathing,
as is located close to Manly
Beach, which is accessible
by ferry from downtown
Sydney. Snorkeling in the
clear and calm waters

of Shelly Beach is also
enjoyable.
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Sea Tiger, Honolulu

This is a'famous dive site

q\ocated not too far away
from Waikiki Beach, in
“Oahu. Divers can explore

/'the Sea Tiger shipwreck

including the ship’s interior.

Dive to a depth of up to

40 meters using a rope

to encounter sea turtles
and sharks crawling at

the sea bottom. Those
who prefer observing
maghnificent coral reefs and
small marine creatures at
shallower depths of 10 to
15 meters may head to the
nearby Horseshoe Reef,
where they can swim along
with shrimps and moray
eels above the coral reef
garden, which resembles a
horseshoe.
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Lomography Simple Use Film Camera

Strictly speaking, the Lomography Simple
Use Film Camera can be used multiple
times. Although it may look like a disposable
camera, the Simple Use allows users to
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clipping Quicksnap Marine is waterproof, while the
400F model comes with a large finder.
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Flashback
to Retro

A disposable film camera can turn the mundane

into fun-filled photoshoots.
text by Yang Seul-A / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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FILM WITH LENS

Kodak Fun:
The Gudak®

with a flash with a 410" 41.5 ft
(1.2 to 3.5m) range, the disposabl

camera comes pre-loaded with
Kodak’s Gold ISO-800 speedfil n
If users can remember the cat f
lens focal length, they can obt
stable results both indoors a@n
outdoors. ’
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Into the High

Deep




Korean beauty
text by Kim Min-Joo
photos by Oh Chung-Seok -

On Baekdu-Daegan’s mountain ~ ZI31 =11 Q%I
slopes, we learned how to travel  HHE=[H7} _J_.I&_gg
in harmony with nature.
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Into the Depths of a Cave _ : #2 %E L : T
. The Baekryong Cave consnsts of a main cave S RSl HHY S22 WESIE S0717| Al
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. The East River preserves On a High Pass =2 174 2
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explains the clarity and 73. Korea lies on the southern boundary of the H oo 2= XEY 4F= IUHUM ES07t Al=
coolness of the water here, lenok’s natural habitat, and the upper reaches V& =2 X|CHOf| SHESICE FX| ALS T 202
and the beauty of the wild B R ol=x o oro T
flowers all around. of the Jijangcheon Stream that flows through the 241 & QU=X| EUCH “EIS 0HO|7F S T 0|2
: Llhe n’”dgﬂowers of temple make up the highest water system in 2t40| 20| HAEHM O|HEL SF0E |
anhangjae e - ° N
CSIAE HAS E1 U= Korea where the lenok live. | asked the head SR, J2HM ME| &F 525 FTstn
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UM AE EF0 ; ; FHOFALOJ| A H X|HIE 22 [mat & =
HARIGILICP ate 2310 A environment here was badly damaged, and it HAALON 414H _IOEEE_ bt _fE 108
SAALS] ZHOIA 0|32| 20] became harder to see lenok,” he answered. M 0|S5HH MEOZt 2|1 S01 A (BHE 1573 m)
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O,E{u TSR Y “That’s why we're working to restore the natural SEO| Xt2|gt 17 TGO AT, S LHOIA XEt
. DESERHOI| T OFAY5}. ecosystem here. By about next year, it may be LUz 2HE2 5 71 =2 aid 1,330mol IX|I5H
possible to see lenok swimming around in the QULCH 2|Lt2t = 729| OFM st HEXIE EX U=
natural ponds again.” RO|Ct. St==3ERE S0{7IX HHHE EILL TSt &
After a 10 minutes’ drive from the temple LiZ0] 2Lt OF*HSW rUst= A7l St E0|LCE
along Regional Road 414, we reached the DFEITHCl OFMzh= XtIQ| HE|THE HAISIT, EREN
Manhangjae Pass, on the slopes of the highest ZEME J2|0 GOtotL = S LH|= Sk2|E2
peak in the Baekdu Daegan range, Hambaeksan H2 A0 2 =0, o 7|0 mat = A2 IeE
(1,573m). Here we found Korea’'s largest wild ZHSICE “Of Mol XHE0| ZEA mf m2(of AH
flower habitat. On entering Haneulsup Park, we Z52|E HO0l 0|E0] ZE2[Z0|0R. 0] ZUA = oFF
sensed the rich scent of grasses drifting on the 0okSH 30| Lt=0| 7HO|7t O] AE & EO0retELICt
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The time when the wild flowers are in full Hop7t EE2|E0| H VK| HAE 4 = A0 L.
bloom here is midsummer. The wild flowers of AAIAE 20| SEX|= DM, A20|= 20| 2t
Manhangjae are propagated by the providence X3t ==0| O 3tatE OFEHL oL, 0] &2
of nature. The luehdorfia butterflies that flutter SHA2 XtAC| &2 WH g 2X5| WorS2l Al
around in an arc-shaped path lay their eggs on SESICh

the broad leaves of wild ginger, adjusting the
number of eggs to the size of the leaf.

“In Korean, wild ginger is called jokdoripul
because it looks like the coronets (jokdori) that
women used to wear on their heads at
weddings,” we were told. “The smell of these
flowers is really bad, but the ants love it. They
eat the nutrients from the seeds and discard the
rest, and thus the wild ginger gets disseminated
far and wide.”

Manhangjae is full of flowers during all
seasons. | wondered how there could be flowers
even in winter, but since a snowflake can be as
beautiful as a wild flower, there’s no doubt that
these heavenly flower beds have all the
enchanting vitality of nature.
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. The owner of the Bang
Seong-Ae Mountain Cabin
chats with customers as
they enjoy their breakfast.

. A breakfast of fresh
mountain vegetables

. Natural produce gathered
by Bang Seong-Ae herself
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Inside a Remote Mountain Cabin

About 40 minutes away from the Jeongseon
town center, in the village of Saeulgi in Dumesan
Valley, one house stands out for its triangular
shingled roof, which is unlike other houses. We
crossed a wooden bridge over a little pond, and
were greeted by an elderly lady with a beautiful
voice: Bang Seong-Ae, owner of the Bang Seong-
Ae Mountain Cabin.

“I get lots of visitors in their twenties and
thirties,” she told us. “This place must have
many inconveniences compared to the city, but
travelers say it feels comfortable, like visiting
their grandmother’s house, so that makes me
happy too.”

That’s why Bang goes on running the
mountain cabin, even though it’s difficult for her
to run it by herself.

Even in midsummer, it's so cool here that
one visitor remarked, “There’s no air
conditioning and no electric fan, yet this is the
most refreshing place I've ever visited.” At the
time of our visit in early summer, it was not just
cool, but rather cold. On the other hand, at
night, the underfloor heating kept it so warm
that we fell asleep right away.

When we got up in the morning, a low table
in the yard had been spread with our breakfast.
The table was covered with side dishes made
from mountain vegetables that our host had
gathered and cooked herself. At first glance,
they all looked alike, but they were of different
kinds: chamnamul, chwinamul, eosurinamul. We
ate our bowls of rice with these fragrant
mountain vegetables and savory fermented
soybean paste stew on the side.

With full stomachs, we headed for the
Heumppyeongdae Observation Deck to look over
the Gumijeong Pavilion. We walked along the
trail, pushing shrubs aside, until we reached the
cliff. There we saw a scene reminiscent of a
traditional landscape painting. Gazing at the
Gumijeong Pavilion, which stood in perfect
harmony with the meandering Goljicheon
Stream, we listened to the clear sound of birds
and felt the urge to lie down for a while.

On this trip we learned quite a bit about how
to live and travel in harmony with nature. @

Kim Min-Joo is a former editor of Lonely Planet Korea.
Oh Chung-Seok is a freelance photographer.
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text by Kim Myun-Joong
images courtesy of National Museum of Korea

New
Treasures
on the Scene

This summer, the National Museum of Korea’s main branch has prepared a real feast of national treasures and
cultural properties. In the special exhibition «The New National Treasures 2017-2019» (July 21-September 27)
visitors can see Korea’s newly designated National Cultural Properties and Treasures (between 2017 and 2019).
It is the largest exhibition of Cultural Properties and Treasures in Korean history, and includes artworks by Jeong
Seon, the pioneer of “true view” landscape painting, and by three renowned genre painters of the Joseon Dynasty:
Kim Hong-Do, Shin Yun-Bok, and Kim Deuk-Sin. We are introducing here a selection of the artworks on display.



Jeong Seon
“Album of Scenic Sites
on the Outskirts of the Capital City”
Treasure No. 1950
Joseon Dynasty, 1741-1759
Ink and color on silk
Cover 42.0x36.2cm
Kansong Art and Culture Foundation
* Paintings from the album on display are
replaced every three weeks.
* 2 ZE2 3F0tCH ™A| 20| WA ELC
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Shin Yun-Bok
“Portrait of a Beauty”
Treasure No. 1973
Joseon Dynasty, Late 18th- Early 19th century
Ink and color on silk
114.0x45.5cm
Kansong Art and Culture Foundation
* Exhibition Period:
August 12 (Wed) — September 3 (Thu)
* MA| 7|2 8.12(%)~9.3(8)




Kim Deuk-Sin
“Album of Genre Paintings”
Treasure No. 1987
Joseon Dynasty, Late 18th- Early 19th century
Ink and color on paper
Cover: 31.7x33.4cm
Kansong Art and Culture Foundation
* Paintings from the album on display are
replaced every three weeks.
* 2 AE2 3F0IC ™A HO| WAL C






Kim Hong-Do

“The Most Precious Life in Nature”
Treasure No. 2000

Joseon Dynasty, 1801

Ink and color on silk

139.4 x 54.0cm

Private collection



Kim Jeong-Hui
“DaePaengGoHoe” (Calligraphy)
Treasure No. 1978
Joseon Dynasty, 1856
Ink on paper
129.5x31.9cm
Kansong Art and Culture Foundation
* Exhibition Period:
July 21 (Tue) — August 11 (Tue)
* MA| 7|2k 7.21(3h)~8.11(8h




Kim Jeong-Hui
“ChimGye” (Calligraphy)
Treasure No. 1980
Joseon Dynasty, ca. 1852
Ink on paper
42.8x122.7cm

Kansong Art and Culture Foundation
* Exhibition Period:

September 4 (Fri) — September 27 (Sun)
* MA| 7|2h 9.4(3)~9.27(Y)

Kim Jeong-Hui
“SeoWonGyoPilGyeolHu” (Calligraphy)
Treasure No. 1982

Joseon Dynasty, Early 19th century
Ink on paper

Cover 26.1x15.0cm
Kansong Art and Culture Foundation

* Paintings from the albums on display are
replaced every three weeks.

* 2 ZE2 3F0iC A HOo| wAHIELC



spotlight
text by Kim Seong-Hwa

Save the Green Planet!



Korean film director Jang
Joon-Hwan has been hailed
as a “genius” by local industry
insiders due to his unique
technical ability and vision

in the making of Save the
Green Planet! Unfortunately,
he is also referred to as a
‘slow” director. Jang likes to
take his time condensing his
reflections and waiting

for his characters to develop
a special chemistry.

How would Byeong-Gu, the hero

of Save the Green Planet!, save the
planet in the age of Covid-19?
Byeong-Gu would think it was an evil
plot by extra-terrestrials. Thinking that
they had spread the Corona virus,

he would try to find a cure by torturing
the extra-terrestrials’ leader.

You’re currently preparing your
masterpiece: Fartman. You've said that
its hero, Jeong-Gu, is also a lonely
figure like Byeong-Gu. Everyone around
him leaves because his farts are as
bad as a biochemical weapon.

Yes, the name might be changed, but
“Jeong-Gu” means “righteous fart.” He
lives alone in the mountains, practicing
meditation until he achieves total
control of his farts. He even uses farts
to hunt wild animals.

He then achieves something great
through confronting loneliness. Is
looking into oneself a way to achieve
justice? Hwayi would seem to be the
extreme example of that.

In Hwayi, | tried to look closely and
bravely at the evil that exists within
humans. If you just think of people as
good, isn’t that more dangerous? In my
mind, | too would have killed many
people. But not everyone lives like that.
We need to examine what makes us
turn into monsters, and reflect on how

to live together in harmony. It's those
kind of reflections that inspire me to
make movies.

There are times when we see our inner
side clearly, and times when we ignore
it. When | watch 1987, | feel ashamed,
even though | wasn’t born at that time.
No one can blame others and say “Why
didn’t you bravely join the fight?”
because you’d have been risking your
life. The June Democracy Movement
was a miracle that drew responses from
one conscience at a time. The film
1987 considers how people were able
to create such a beautiful moment,
especially under the oppression of a
military dictatorship. | made it to give
faith to the children who will live in the
future, so that they can make a better
world if they work together.

You seem to think about the next
generation a lot.

Perhaps it’s because I'm a father....
You never know. When | was a bachelor,
| said | wouldn’t get married because

| didn’t want to have children. | thought
it wouldn’t be right, as | thought of
myself as a gloomy person and didn’t
want to pass on my ‘gloomy genes.’ But
as you live, you come to love.

Mun So-Ri also said she would never
marry a director, but now she’s married
you....Ironic! After 1987, you became
known as the “crying director.”

| didn’t used to cry, but suddenly

| couldn’t help it. | went around crying
all the time. The mother of Lee Han-
Yeol, who died during the Democracy
Movement, used to show up without fail
at memorial events for the other young
martyrs of the movement, but she
couldn’t bring herself to watch my
movie. Oh dear, I’'m starting to cry now.

Last year you were head judge in the
Asiana International Short Film
Festival (AISFF). What film impressed

you most?

It was Unpredictable Boy. In the film,

a boy called Chang-Jin, who comes from
a low-income family, leaves the fee for
his extra-curricular lessons on the
teacher’s desk, but the teacher looks
everywhere and can'’t find it. It’s a trivial
story, but the way the issue was boldly
raised cannot be seen in commercial
films.

There is a concern in the Korean film
industry that Korean films are turning
away from artistic discussions and
only focusing on entertainment.

| agree. It's bound to happen as

the film industry becomes commercially
established. But if we get tired of
commercialism, we can also consume
serious stories at times, because film,
like history, flows by action and
reaction. When restrictions were lifted
on importing foreign films, art films
such as Andrei Tarkovsky’s

The Sacrifice became commercially
successful, too. When all that pent-up
cultural thirst broke out, everyone was
saying “You must see this!”

When Bong Joon-Ho won his Academy
Award recently, your interview

with him from 1996 made the news

again. Asked what you thought was

important in a film, you said,
“Something like sympathy, where

we can share a certain futility in our

existence, something where people

can laugh or cry with me when

| show them how | live.”

So | said that, at that young age! Then

it’s a bit funny that | went on to make

a movie like Save the Green Planet!

| guess | have some ambivalence.

| want to push people away by saying
“Look at this, it’s an uncomfortable
truth,” yet | also want to share things
with people. What | think is important

is still the same. | want to make movies
that stand at a certain point of shared
feelings. @
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The Narrow Road to
the Interior
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Japan Kokeshi Museum
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Naruko Onsen Shrine
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FOHT2] 5|=HHEE)

WHL'T

wyT

w90

2YE Y

Distance: 10km

Time Needed: 4 hours
Degree of Difficulty: Beginner
7{2]: 10km
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symbolizing Olle leads
the way.

. Children running

excitedly through the
fields before reaching
Naruko Hot Springs
Village.
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The Osaki-Naruko Hot Spring Trail Course

is an easy course for beginners, as it is
generally level, without any steep ascents
or descents. The Kaikobashi section, the
most difficult part of the course, has a steep
slope leading down to the foot of the
Naruko-Kyo Gorge and rising back up. But
the soft carpet of green moss along the way
makes hiking here much easier. Standing
at the foot of the 100-meter-deep gorge,

| feel overwhelmed by the magnificence of
Mother Nature. The verdure starts to bud

in early May, before filling the gorge with
refreshing green in summer.

The trail leads past Kaikobashi to
a forest. As | step into the forest—which is
so thick that | can no longer see the sky—
| feel awakened by the sound of tree leaves
rustling in the breeze and the valley stream
running over pebbles. Colonies of various
plant species appear everywhere | set my
gaze, making the scene even more
surprising.

As | walk on the soft soil amongst tall
trees that seem to touch the sky, a path
dotted with small flowers comes into sight.
It is a trail that Japanese poet Matsuo
Basho—who is considered the grand
master of haiku (a short form of Japanese
poetry) of the Edo Period—used to take.
| take a slow walk along the path before

coming across the poet’s statue in

Shitomae no Seki Ato. The inscription below
contains a beautiful haiku: “A fallen flower/
Flew back to its branch/ No, it was a
butterfly.” And another: “Between our two
lives/ there is also the life of/ the cherry
blossom.” Basho’s concentration on the
essence of life and nature is conveyed like
the powerful fragrance of a forest flower.

| walk past a reed forest and colonies of
bamboo trees, beech trees, and cedar trees
to reach golden rice fields. Located beyond
them is the Naruko Onsen (hot spring)
Village, which has been a famous hot spring
town for hundreds of years. One should
not miss the fun of strolling on the alleys of
the village, which still retains its old charm,
while checking out traditional handicrafts
such as kokeshi (traditional Japanese
wooden dolls) and okashi (traditional
Japanese sweets). A hot spring bath at the
end of the trail is the highlight of the course.
| simply dip my hands in the hot water
but feel the fatigue from the half day of
walking simply lifted away. | pick up a kanse
(a horse-shaped symbol of the Olle trails).
The bells sound beautiful as they are
touched by hikers who have finished the
course. @

In cooperation with Miyagi Prefectural Government
(miyagiolle.jp/en), Jeju Olle
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MIYAGI OLLE

PLUS—|—

Check out the other three courses of
the Miyagi Olle that provide comfort to
the local people who are still suffering
from the scars left by the tsunami
caused by the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake.
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Osaki-Naruko
Hot Spring Trail

Kurihara Cit:
Course y

Osaki City

Kami Towng

Shikama Town

Tome City

Course 1-The Kesennuma-

Karakuwa Trail Course

This course is full of scenic
spots featuring the magnificent
scenery of the Pacific Ocean and the
changing views of a jagged coast and
seasonal wild flowers. Starting from
a visitor center located at the tip of the
Karakuwa Peninsula in Kesennuma,
Miyagi Prefecture, hikers can walk all
the way to the Sanriku Fukko National
Park to enjoy its scenic beauty.
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Course 2-The Oku-

Matsushima Trail Course

This course shakes through
Matsushima, whose plethora of islands
and islets are considered among Japan’s
three top scenic beauties. Visitors would
understand why if they encountered
relics from the Jomon period (Japan’s
Neolithic period) and saw the panoramic
view of the Pacific Ocean from the top of
a small mountain that can be reached
after a 20 minutes’ walk.
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Course 4-

The Tome Trail Course

A trail for experiencing the
changing seasons with the smell of
spring, refreshing greenery, abundant
harvest, and calls of winter birds. This
trail features the prefecture-designated
cultural asset Korinji Temple —which
is a symbol of the Tome Course and
boasts a famous main gate and
a classy garden—and the history of
the Old Kitakamigawa River area.
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local trip

text by Kim Nam-Ju
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

Explorin
Seungbongdo
Island

I’d always been curious
about the islands that
you see from the aircraft
window on landing
approach at the Incheon
International Airport.

One day, | simply felt like
getting away, and | chose
one of these islands

as my travel destination.
Like the plot of a story,
my footsteps led me
from the shore setting

to dramatic woods and
climactic crags, and back
to the sea, in a rewarding
resolution.
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A woman is trying to catch
a mud-dwelling creature
on the mudflat beyond lile
Beach.
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Remote Island;
Branching Routes

. Flowering trees in luscious
full bloom welcome
travelers on their street.

. Passing a seaside walking
path, you can see the
beach and the island of
Mokseom. Here, you can
only walk at low tide.

. On this leisurely island, the
tractors that plow the fields
also move at a slow pace.
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| boarded the boat for Seungbongdo Island
from the ferry terminal at Incheon Harbor
at 8:30 a.m. The 42km southwest-heading boat
ride from Incheon takes an hour and a half.
Being neither too far nor too close, it's a good
distance to enjoy the feeling of going on
a day trip.

| doze off for a while, and when | open my
eyes, | spot the solitary island in the midst of

the sea. | check the time: 10 a.m. The boat back

to the mainland would return at 4:05 p.m. That
gives me plenty of time to see this limited

space. The hurried feeling of always having to do

something fades away as the unknown island
comes into full view.

| would say to the travelers who never want
to miss anything that there is no particular way
to best explore Seungbongdo. All you have to
do is to walk where your footsteps take you.
Seungbongdo is not a place with exceptionally
spectacular scenery or special cultural assets.
It's just a peaceful island off Korea’'s west
coast.

And yet, as you slowly walk around
the island’s natural setting, you may come to
appreciate its charms. This little island is
packed with a variety of routes and unexpected
scenes: a coastal road running around the
shore; pristine pine forest tracks that retain
the sound of sea within earshot; and seaside

paths where you can walk on the beach
even at high tide.
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Woodland Lanes
Beyond Sandy Beaches
and a Phoenix’s Com

After a 10-minute walk along the sandy shore,
| get to the island’s only village.

There, | encounter a picturesque scene of
mechanical cultivators rumbling along as elderly
farmers and tractors are working the fields.

| walk toward the south side of the village,

. and at the end of the lane | find a fine-sand

‘ beach. This is lile Beach. The beach stretches
for around 1.3km, and beyond it | can see the
shimmering white of tidelands at low tide.
Beside the beach is a cluster of campsites and
restaurants. In the summer, the spot-must be
busy with- people camping and bathing. :

Behind the beach, a secretive-looking flight
of wooden steps lead up to a luxuriant pine
forest. On the narrow path, pine needles lay
so thick on the-ground that it makes walking feel

_like stepping on well-grown grass. The.sunlight ...

that streams through the rich greenery of

- oy

the-pine trees embraces my whole body, and the
refreshing forest air fills up my lungs. The sound

—=0of waves from the adjacent beach whlspers

> .'_m my ear revwmg my weary soul

On emerglng from the woods I f|nd a

S ."__sea3|de walkmg path- made of wooden deckmg 3

‘Sand, pebbles,_and white clam shells lay
on Buduchi Beach, and as | walk along it, | catch
sight of a pavilion in the distance. As | climb
the.steep slope to the pavilion, a quite strong

breeze starts blowing. From the pavilion,
the wide-open view of the sea refreshes my
whole being.

Seungbongdo is said to have been first
settled long ago by two people named Sin and
Hwang who washed up on its shores while
fishing. The two are said’to have come up
frequently to pray at the spot where the
Sinhwang Pavilion is now standing. It is also
said that the island takes its nhame from
its geographical shape —it resembles the head
of a phoenix (bonghwangsae). The place-where

- | am standing at the moment would be right

around the phoenix’s comb. It is said that
if | prayed while standing at the phoenix’s comb,
all my wishes would be granted. -




The mudflats on the lile Beach
sparkle in the sun. The sound of
the waves is subdued.
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This simple sight of water being
pulled around by gravity has
harmonized perfectly with the
impressive coastal rocks to create
a magnificent scene.
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1,2,3.

1,2,3.

Majestic
Crags

Namdaemun Rock,
Candlestick Rock, and
Fan Rock in succession.
Namdaemun Rock is also
called Elephant Rock.
x| 2

HHZHH], ZCHHLS,
SxHHR. ST 2=
7|22t n = S2ICh

On the north side of the island, | am welcomed
by a rocky shore formed of a mix of gravel, sand,
and boulders. When you walk along the seaside
path, you can get a full view of Candlestick
Rock—where a small stone set on top of a thick
rock column and pointing upward does indeed
look just like a candlestick—and of Fan Rock,
which is as broad as an unfolded fan. The
names of these rock formations are both
accurate and memorable.

The most spectacular sight on Seungbongdo
is the Namdaemun Rock. This golden-colored
boulder has a big hole that makes it look at first
glance like an elephant. | stood beside the hole
in the rock for a long time, watching the tide
come up the beach.

| complete my exploration of Seungbongdo
with a return to the village. As the time for my
departure draws near, the pier becomes
crowded with people emerging from various
parts of the island. The owner of a restaurant
beside the pier tells me they are people who
have come here for fishing. When | tell her
| have just arrived this morning, she tells me
that nighttime is entirely different from daytime
on Seungbongdo, and she is sorry | am leaving
without having seen the sunset.

As | leave, my mind’s eye is drawing a picture
of the phoenix-shaped island floating on a red
sea. Now | have a reason to come back to
the island.

ASYE 1YY, A £ US
_I:E

M 2ZOZ St5lH 22E 0|

O A — o

2 O SO0tRH SS= BAP} OpF2|E0.
FO| 7HIMAXIR Ct= 4 OfClof QUCZE 2 74X
O] SHQICH MaFE o0 A= AT F2UA
| HICHHAIS Sh2 2 AL2ESO0[2t 3HCh
‘2= OFEo SORCH"E Lto] 2o “58=2] Y2 Wit
M ChECH, YRS 2X| RS2 HUE XS A9
LAY Of+| UL HEH S== HiCH 10| I U= =2
9| H0| ML AL O] Holl A =
0|7} YLt

N

=
==

Al
f

P

Ml rx
fikd]
0

o)
2



© Daniel Tendle

second take

text by Daniel Tendler / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

Euljiro Sketches

| found the soul of Seoul in Euljiro.
You should discover it as well.

During the past 10 years, Korea has experienced
a boom in tourism, mainly due to increased
interest from abroad sparked by the Korean wave.
Before the onset of the corona virus pandemic,
new records in tourists were being reached yearly,
with most tourists visiting the capital Seoul.

If you ask people who are visiting Seoul what
they think about the city, most of them give a
similar answer: Shiny Gangnam is great for
shopping, dining, and nightlife, but Gangbuk,
the area north of the Han River, is much more
interesting, due to the historic sites located
there, like the royal palaces. The very fabric of
the old and grown parts of Seoul is what makes
this city so unique: the high-rise buildings made
of steel and glass in Gangnam; the small alleys
of Hanok (Korean traditional houses); the
buildings from the 70s, when it was trendy to
finish facades with tiles; and vast neighborhoods
dominated by three to five-story red brick
buildings that were often built in the '80s.

The capital-city’s slogan claims actually that
“Seoul is a place where past and future exist
alongside each other in harmony.”

The area in Seoul where historic remnants

and structures exist in the most fascinating way
is Euljiro. Our office is located in Euljiro 4-Ga.

We first came here to build our office as the
neighborhood is relatively affordable —despite
being located in the center of Seoul—and quickly
realized that this area is fascinating. Not only can
we find an abundance of historic structures and
remnants, but also the living urban fabric here

is unique in the world.

One of the interesting characteristics of
modern-day Seoul is that many services and
shops are often concentrated in separate
areas—a heritage of the Joseon Dynasty days.
Euljiro used to be famous for traditional
medicines, and even today all sorts of products
are being sold at the Jungbu Market. Next to the
market, there is an alley specialized in carpentry
shops, a print shop alley, alleys with shops that
are packed with interior and construction
materials and products, as well as alleys that
house ironsmith shops.

Up until the 1960s, Euljiro used to be a
residential area, and during the 60s and 70s,
it changed to its current state of a commercial
and production facility-dominated neighborhood.
Today, if you walk along Euljiro’s ironsmith alleys,
you can watch the smiths at work—a sight you
will hardly catch in any other capital of the
developed world.

The structure and shape of Euljiro’s alleys
date back to the Joseon Dynasty, though no




buildings from that time remain in this area.

The main traffic roads were built on this existing
structure of alleys and narrow roads, but if you
leave the main roads and go inside of the blocks,
you can explore the old organic alleys and
buildings.

The Saewoon Sanga building is located in the
middle of Euljiro 3-Ga area. The building is an
epitome of the late '60s and '70s architecture
and reflects the times of authoritarian rule.

It is a large concrete structure that harbors shops
on the lower floors, and residential units above
that are now mostly used as offices. Only
authoritarian power could enable carrying out

a project of this scale that involved the
dispossession of countless people in such

a short period of time. Though one of the largest
projects of its kind by world standards,
architectural planning, the administrative
process, and construction were all finished within
a few years.

A couple of years ago, a group of German
architects visited Seoul for an architectural tour.
| had taken over advisory work as a local architect
and insisted on adding Jongmyo, the royal
ancestor shrine, to the program. | also thought
that we could have a short look at Saewoon
Sanga, located just across the street.

As expected, the group was delighted by the
grace and spatial qualities of the royal shrine,

which is valued as the most splendid piece of

traditional architecture in Korea. But | had not
expected that Saewoon Sanga would turn out to
be the hit of the Seoul tour: “What? Such a piece
of brutalist 70s architecture, here in Seoul?

Why is this building not internationally famous?”
The group’s enthusiasm was further fueled by
views of Japanese-style dwellings and 70s
buildings decorated with red brick and tile.

After finishing the day walking down the ironsmith
alleys, several participants said, “I had never
expected to see anything like this in Seoul.

| would really like to come back here.”

In recent years, young Koreans have also
discovered the area. Affordable rents have
attracted young entrepreneurs who have opened
cafes, art exhibition locations, and craft shops.
Suddenly, Euljiro is being called “Hipjiro” due to
the amount of new and trendy locations. This
gentrification trend might pose a certain threat to
the blue-collar workers who have been making a
living here for decades, but the real danger is the
redevelopment of the area, which has already
started and will eventually lead to the loss of
affordable space for countless small shops.

A strong and determined political will to
prevent the redevelopment of Euljiro from taking
place is hard to detect. Seoul will sadly lose its
old heart and a part of its soul. @

Daniel Tendler, architect, broadcaster, and long-term resident of
Seoul, design hanok-oriented housing. He is traditionally working
on reinterpreting space.
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Sketches by Daniel Tendler
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new restaurant
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