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cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

When the Ordinary Becomes Art
Jackson Hong

Keeping an open
mind and using
his unique vision,
Jackson Hong is
a magician who
turns the ordinary
into art.

Paul Cézanne’s painting of an apple is often
called “one of the three apples that have
changed the world.” The other two would be the
biblical apple of Eden and the apple that fell on
Issac Newton’s head. Aside from Cezanne, the
fruit has provided inspiration to many other
famous artists: Vincent van Gogh painted them
in his unique wavy style, Henri Matisse
portrayed them as red-colored lumps, while
Pablo Picasso painted cross sections of apples.

Korean artist Jackson Hong was also
inspired by apples. But while his interpretations
of the fruit have a simple, clear, and elegant
beauty, the viewers are asked to change their
expectations of what apples look like: Hong’s
apples are cold, sticky, discolored, and thin, and
are made of steel frames.

Hong’s exhibition «Drawing and Playing with
Jackson Hong» is currently held at the Children’s
Hall of the Buk-Seoul Museum of Art until August
19. Although this exhibition is intended for
children, it also presents a great opportunity for
grown-ups to change their way of thinking. In the
exhibit, a pencil and an eraser hung on a wall
are blown up to the extent that one would have
to carry them on his back. The drawing

instrument leads to blueprints and structural
designs. Meanwhile, a spanner whose mouth is
wide-open looks like a dinosaur-like creature.
The spirals of a Mesozoic Age ammonite dating
back 100 million years resemble a radial curve
created by a moving forklift’s arm. A dragon fly
(an insect that is as old as an ammonite),
prompts viewers to have a second look at an
airplane hung on the opposite wall.

Hong started his career as an industrial
designer but has channeled his talents in the
field of fine arts, and now creates landscapes
and stories using common, everyday items. For
example, he will turn an ordinary water sprayer
into a big chicken. “When | make up my mind to
do something, | start to see things around me
differently,” Hong explains. “Whether | am
walking on the streets or sitting at my desk, |
sketch my ideas in the form of diagrams on
sticky notes. If | have access to a computer, |
start designing no matter where | am—at home
or at school.”

When we look at Hong's artworks, we
inevitably become more creative and artistic. @

Cho Sang-In has been working as an art reporter for the cultural
section of the Seoul Economic Daily for the past 10 years.

Images courtesy of Buk-Seoul Museum of Art
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Jackson Hong

“Run, Pencil! Fly, Eraser!”

mixed media, dimension variable, 2018
Photo by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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VENICE

2018 Venice Biennale Architettura
The Venice Biennale, an international event of

great authority and tradition, is being held again.

This year’s Biennale focuses on architecture,
while also including international exhibitions

in fields such as art, film, dance, and music.
The Korean Pavilion at this year’s architecture
exhibition has the title “Spectres of the State
Avant-Garde.” The pavilion’s theme deals with a
universal value in architecture: ‘free space.’

@ Giardini Park, Arsenale Museum, and
elsewhere in Venice @ May 26—Nov 25

labiennale.org
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SHLZ 0|z, g8t 78, 3% 5 tyst =2 I
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JEJU

Jeju Food & Wine Festival

The Jeju Food & Wine Festival
is an event where Michelin
starred chefs from around the
world come together to create
a variety of dishes using pure
Jeju Island ingredients. This
year, a total of 22 chefs are
participating in the event. The
orthodox French chef Olivier
Chaignon holds two Michelin
stars and was named Chef of the Year

for 2017 by the well-known French fine
dining review magazine Gault et Millau.
Riccardo Agostini of the Michelin one-
starred Ristorante Il Piastrino is considered
the fastest-rising chef in Italy today. And

Eo Yun-Gwon of the Michelin one-starred
Ristorante Eo leads the field of Italian fine
dining in Korea. Asiana Airlines is now in
its third year as a major sponsor of the
Jeju Food & Wine Festival, thus continuing
its support for the development of Jeju
Island’s culinary culture and the expansion
of its tourist industry. Part of its supporting
activities include providing free air tickets
to the participating chefs.

@ Haevichi Hotel & Resort Jeju, Maison
Glad Jeju, and other venues on Jeju Island
May 10-19

|D jejufoodandwinefestival.com|

PARIS

Roland-Garros 2018

Porte d’Auteuil, a quiet and refined
neighborhood in the 16th arrondissement
of Paris, gets very busy around this time of
year. That's because it plays host to one of
the world’s four major tennis tournaments:
The Roland-Garros. This year’s tournament
is especially interesting to Koreans
because Hyeon Chung will be playing here.
In the last Australian Open, Chung became
the first Korean player ever to reach the
semifinals of a major tennis tournament.
[@Porte d"Auteull, Paris]

May 21 -June 10 [[Tolandgarros.coml
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Image courtesy of Atout France ©Eric Dellatorre
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Shohki Eno
@eeeeeeeno
Shohki Eno is a freelance photographer based in
Tokyo, Japan. Eno’s photographs display various
artistic elements, showing his interest in design,

his university major. The artist captures the
beauty of the Japanese capital using his creative
and keenly observational viewpoint.

A7 0 THE SAMOZ EEots Ta|2HA
AHRIZICE, Ot Al 326t CIXRI0IN S&ts 2ot
19| AFEIOl= Ol 247t =0 QUL F ol
SEED Y™ A2 =3 9| OISLR HHS

FHHI2tof| E=C.

#shibuya #traditional #seasonable #tokyo
#shinjyuku #8 7K #japan_vacations #tokyolife
#visitjapan #japan_of_insta #tokyojapan
#art_of_japan_ #phos_japan




SEATTLE

[ThelSeattlelinternationall
Eilm]Eestival

[hefSeattie] Gilm]
estivallSIERAWillkScreent
{fien 400 shert and nt
ims &t clgit theaters i T
WesHEoascitys 40" percent
ofitheliilmsytolbeXscreened will be
lavailableXtoktheYpublic during the
leven Mwithout being distributed
among§popular theaters. The SIFF
[folinge, the main hub of the
festival activities, will serve as a
place where filmmakers, guests,
and SIFF pass-holders can gather
to share ideas and connect in a
casual setting. May 17 —-June 10

siff.net/festival

JEONJU

The Jeonju International

Film Festival

Every May, Jeonju City, located in
Korea’s North Jeolla Province, gets
busy hosting a movie festival. The
city plans to again puton a
successful festival, this time under
the slogan “Outlet for Cinematic
Expression.” The main venues of
the festival will be the five movie
theaters along Cinema Street. The
festival will kick off with Yakiniku
Dragon by Korean-Japanese
director Chong Wishing, and close
with American director Wes
Anderson’s stop motion animated
film Isle of Dogs.

May 3-12|0@Q jiff.or.kr

The Cannes Film Festival
The annual Cannes Film Festival,
one of the world’s most prestigious
international film gatherings, will
hold its 71st edition in May. This
year’s event will open with
Everybody Knows, a film by the
renowned Iranian director Asghar
Farhadi. A notable premiere at the
festival will be the film Solo: A Star
Wars Story, a Star Wars spinoff.
May 8-19
| @ festival-cannes.com|
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FilmEestivals

text by Kim Na-Young

The Sydney Film Festival

The Sydney Film Festival will take
place at various locations in the
Australian port city, including the
iconic State Theatre. This year’s
edition will present a program of
films directed by Finnish cult
filmmaker Aki Kaurismaki, and
screen 26 other films categorized
in genres from documentaries to
animations. The Hub, a pop-up bar
intended for conversations, free
performances, and lectures at the
Sydney Town Hall, should not be

missed. & June 6-17|[ sff.org.au
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Beautiful Mint Life
A number of talented Korean
musicians, including 10cm,

Jung Joonil, Shin Hae-Gyeong,
Zitten, and Lalasweet will liven up
the stages this spring at the
Beautiful Mint Life musical festival.
The performances will take place
at different venues in the Olympic
Park, including the 88 Field,

the 88 Lake Stage, and the SK
Olympic Handball Gymnasium.
Audiences are advised to check
information on the venues in
advance. A number of small
events, including essay and quiz
contests, will also be held on-site
and should not be missed.

May 12-13

[ L3 mintpaper.co.kr]
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The Seoul Jazz Festival

Tickets for the Seoul Jazz Festival
sell out before the lineups are
even announced, which speaks
volumes about the festival’s
quality. This year’s lineup includes
world class jazz masters Branford
Marsalis Quartet, the Duke
Ellington Orchestra, and Maceo
Parker. Some of the performing
musicians will give their first
performances in Korea, adding to
the drawing power of the festival.
They include Iron & Wine, Jessie J,
Lauryn Hill, and Loyle Carner.

May 19-20

[l seouljazz.co.kr]
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Ultra Korea

Ultra Korea

The lineup at this year’s Ultra
Korea, an outdoor electronic music
festival, is being heralded as

“the best ever.” The event will
feature performances by well-
known artists who are certain to
meet the expectations electronic
music enthusiasts. Performers
will include Zedd, whose
outstanding musical ability is well
matched by his popular appeal; the
Chainsmokers, who have blurred
the barrier between electronic
dance music and pop music; and
highly regarded DJ David Guetta,
among others.

@ Seoul (undefined) & June 8-10
[LY umfkorea.com]
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Opera Gala

The Opera Gala festival is
celebrating its 70th anniversary in
Korea with a selection of music
from some of the most popular
operas. The Korea National Opera
will showcase highlights from

four different pieces — “A Match
Made in Heaven,” “Rigoletto,”

“La Traviata,” and “Wandering
Netherlander” — in the form of

an omnibus of mini operas. The
event will star some of Korea’s
top vocalists.

Seoul Arts Center Opera House|
May 19-20

LY nationalopera.org]
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Images courtesy of Korea National Opera, Mint Paper, Private Curve, Ultra Korea
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Hangeul on Runway

Hangeul, the Korean alphabet, has appeared on fashion runways
that showcase the latest in the fashion industry.

text by Ha Eun-A

rr

Korean Farmers and
Virtual Cities

Straw hats, rubber boots, and a wrapping
cloth displaying the Korean words

“Sangju Gotgam” (meaning “Sangju dried

persimmons”) — the motifs of Korean
farmers — have popped up in rainy Chinatown
in Manhattan, New York. Belgian fashion
designer Raf Simons has also drawn
inspiration for his 2018 spring /summer
collection from the virtual world in the sci-fi
film Blade Runner. The neon lights reflected
on the wet ground on a foggy night look as
familiar as a late night street view of Seoul.

7R ENO 43 58
bl Lj2ii= BHSHE ROILIERR0] B2 S250]
WS Of B3t Y RiEt DX}, 12 Hal,

HERY I SR HE BX17 |7 SHAUC
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Inspired by Female Divers

A model wearing a dress made of neoprene
(a type of synthetic rubber used in most diving
suits) and net boots is walking on the runway.
This combination brings to mind the image of
the Haenyeo (the Korean female divers of Jeju
Island). The year’s collection of UK fashion
brand Preen by Thornton Bregazzi has actually
been inspired by the Haenyeo. It showcases
a range of fashion items that capture the
characteristics of the female divers, such as
mini bags reminiscent of Haenyeo’s fishnets
and a clutch bag printed with the Korean word
“Ginjanghara” (meaning “get tense”).
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Hangeul's Geometric Beauty

Hangeul has also appeared in Japanese
fashion designer Yohji Yamamoto’s 2018
spring/summer collection. “Namuamitabul,”

a Buddhist mantra written in Hangeul, and the
expression “Namo Amitabha” (meaning

“I sincerely believe in Amitabha”) can be seen

printed on the neck tie of a model walking the
runway for the Japanese designer’s collection.
The geometric elements of the Hangeul

(o, L, and o) can arouse mystical feelings
through their universal shapes. Yamamoto
also used other Asian languages in his
designs, such as Chinese and Japanese.
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Stylish Travel Guides
Louis Vuitton, a leading luxury
goods brand best known for its
travel trunks and Boston Bag, also
publishes a series of city guides.
The Louis Vuitton City Guide has
been recommending hot places
around the world since 1998,
providing detailed travel information
on numerous destination

cities. Their tips on back-alley
restaurants known only to locals,
comfy guesthouses, fine dining
restaurants for gourmands, and
top-notch hotels satisfy a variety of
travel tastes. $37, Louis Vuitton
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Travel Plans

for Stylish Travelers

If you want to avoid the run-of-the-mill tourist spots and escape the crowds of

travelers on guided tours, grab hold of one of the following trendy travel guide

books and discover the hidden gems of your next travel destination.
text by Ha Eun-A / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

Cultural Travel
uides
The goal of the Wildsam
Field Guides series is to
help readers experience
an “unforgettable
travel.” The authors
provide information
on the history of travel
destinations, as well as
personal impressions,
such as talks they have
had with locals. The
travel recommendations
also include cultural
information, such as
literary works connected

with the destination cities.

This allows readers to
connect more intimately
to a faraway city that they
may be visiting. $20,
Wildsam
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Travel Guides

You Won't.

Want to Miss

The Cereal City Guide series

of travel guide books provides
descriptions of travel destination
cities through concise language,
up-to-date photographs, and
fresh designs. The publication’s
two editors introduce hot and
trendy spots in a variety of cities
by combining practical travel
information, such as tips

on shopping places, with essays
written by residents of the
described cities, allowing readers
to get a realistic feel of a city’s local
culture. £8, Cereal
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Must-Have Travel
Guides by Monocle

The Monocle Travel Guide is a
series of travel guides published by
Monocle, a U.K. magazine covering
international affairs, business, and
culture. Each book-sized travel
guide packs must-have information
on a destination city along with tips
you won't find elsewhere. Similar
to the way Monocle gained its
popularity by combining detailed
information with a diversity of
viewpoints, the guidebooks
combine basic information with
tips on the local culture, manners,
and even tipping etiquette in the
covered cities. £12, Monocle
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Th e G Ia nt Bea n This public sculpture changes continuously HList 3, EAIE Lt
with the changing cityscape reflected on its 0| ZZ 2 gef HEHTE ZE 0 HIMZT A Z&0|

B OO i

“Cloud Gate” by Anish Kapoor, Millennium mirror-like surface. When British sculptor 2 [otCH ZatX|7| 20|t X ‘A7t 33
Park, 2006 Anish Kapoor returned to Chicago in 2017 for O|£2| o' Mot RES UHE 0|F MS22 AI7t1E
the first time since the installation of his art HESHOHLIAl AHREO = A7t A|RIS0| XpAQ| 2ES
piece “Cloud Gate” on the occasion of the I OX| 1 SHYSE ZE5S EH 0|2 A L3HCH
Year of Public Art, he saw people watching, “O|X| <22tRE HO|E>& O 0|4 Wi ZHE0| OfLCY.
touching, and enjoying his work and said, “Now AlZta AbHES| Zi0|ct, 2E0] ‘2'0l2ty f20tH
‘Cloud Gate’ is no longer mine. It belongs to Olx| ‘32l AHct.”

the people of Chicago. If they call it ‘the Bean,’
itis ‘the Bean'.”
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Indian Warriors
On Guard

“The Bowman” by Ivan Mestrovic,
Grant Park, 1928

Two American Indian warriors stand guard

at the entrance to Chicago’s Grant Park as
gatekeepers—one holding an imaginary spear
and the other an imaginary bow. The realistic-
looking muscles on the men and horses of
these bronze sculptures make them look as

if they were alive. The imagined weapons of
these warriors stimulate the viewer’s curiosity.
Christine Kandaras, who guided me through
Chicago’s public artworks, said, “They are my
personal favorite among the public artworks

in Chicago.”
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S m I I I n A pair of huge square towers face each other AMZI A2, REES 0RO

on one side of Chicago’s Millennium Park. The LU Y o3 SHHOll= oS ArZf BHRl = 717t
C h ICagoa n S 15-meter-tall video towers project the faces OFF &30 A 9ICh 15m #0]2f EFJ0fl M= Chefst
of Chicago’s citizens. The smiling faces make AHEC| 20| HZOL SHBICH 25 A7t
“Crown Fountain” by Jaume Plensa, me feel as if they were welcoming me. Starting A|ZIS0|CE. OjA K= 052 Y=0| OFX| LHE B
Millennium Park, 2004 in May, they become fountains, spitting water SrolaliF= A2 20t |S| 7| 20| ZO0HRIC
from their ‘mouths.” In midsummer, this space SEREE 0|2 &% K= YoM AlRS 2E7(7t
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FI a m I n O B re athes As you leave Jackson Station, you are greeted k=211 =
g by an imposing steel structure painted in AZI2 X|SHES
Llfe IntO the intense red. The art piece is named “Flamingo,” ?_’F;%_OI S H . 0|55
but Chicagoans call it the “Grasshopper,” Z Ssl0|Ch M2 MX| 42 A7t AIRIS2
U rba n S ace reminiscent of the way they call “Cloud Gate” ‘MSE7) "2t FELY SIC}, OFR| <22URE HO|E>E
p “the Bean.” There are public office buildings in ‘F'0|2t H2= MY LO|C FRof| Hu M,
“The Flamingo” by Alexander Calder, the surrounding area, including a federal court A= S 2U3M U2 U0 B o[
Chicago Federal Plaza, 1973 and a post office. They are all gray structures. THoF O] Z4Z0| AUUCHH 0] SZH2 HOfLE AFarSHSTIt
How dry would this area have looked without
this sculpture?
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Art Brings Color
to the Streets

“Moose Bubblegum Bubble” by Jacob Watts,
South Loop, 2014

Most people visiting Chicago end up walking
on Michigan Avenue, which is flanked by
famous attractions such as the Millennium
Park and the Art Institute of Chicago.

A block to the west from Michigan Avenue

is Wabash Avenue, which is a repository

of hidden gems of art. There are dozens of
beautiful graffiti artworks along the Wabash
Arts Corridor, a street art project led by
Columbia College Chicago. Competitions are

held every year. This graffiti depicting a moose

blowing a bubblegum was selected as one
of the winners in 2014.
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Chicago’s Culture Boss

Mark Kelly is the Commissioner of Chicago’s Department of Cultural Affairs
and Special Events, and for good reason. Abstract paintings are hung on a
wall and a sculpture that looks like a dragon hangs from the ceiling of his
art-bedecked office located on the third floor of the Chicago Cultural Center.

As | tell Commissioner Kelly that | went to the Wabash Art Corridor, he
replies, “I made that.” Before taking up a public position with the City of
Chicago, Kelly had served as a professor at Columbia College Chicago for
23 years. Noting that he truly hopes that the energy of the Wabash Art
Corridor will spill over Wabash Avenue and spread all across Chicago, he
throws me a surprise question: “Looking at Chicago’s public artworks,
which do you find the most impressive?” He is probably curious about how
a visitor from abroad feels about the artwork in his city. “It is impressive
that people touch and play with artworks.”

interview
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Hearing my answer, he starts talking about
the experience he had last year, when he met
British sculptor Anish Kapoor, the designer of
“Cloud Gate”: “It was the first time that he came
to Chicago to see the work he designed. He was
deeply impressed to see so many people getting
delighted while interacting with his work, looking
at their faces reflected on the sculpture and
touching it. When Chicago citizens see a public
artwork, they don’t say, ‘Oh, look at this great
piece of art!’ They see it as something to play
with. In summer, the Crown Fountain becomes
the most pleasant place for children. Initially,
the ‘Picasso’ had a fence built around it. Since
the fence was removed, the sculpture became
the children’s favorite slide.”

Kelly is 67 years old. Many other people of
the same age would be enjoying leisurely lives in
retirement. “Did you say this article would be
published in the May edition? The Chicago
House Music Festival will take place in the
Millennium Park on May 26.” Saying this, he
sounds as excited as a child. He is a fresh
reminder that after all, age is just a number. @

Advisor. Chritine Kandaras (Chicago Greeter,
chicagogreeter.com) / In cooperation with Choose Chicago
(choosechicago.com) and Brand USA (thebrandusa.com)

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—Chicago from May 1.
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Asia’s Artistic Melting Pot

I went to Hong Kong around the end of March, which is Hong Kong’s Arts Month. During this time of the year, a wave of artistic
energy engulfs the whole of Hong Kong. The month-long festival is centered around the Art Basel event and involves

new art buildings that pack world-class galleries, as well as other unique art venues. If you plan to fly out to Hong Kong to see
for yourself why the Arts Month has been so well received by art enthusiasts, keep the following places in mind.




Central: Hong Kong’s Artistic Hub

Hong Kong is an international art market that rubs
shoulders with New York and London. During
Hong Kong's Arts Month, the spotlight is on Art
Basel, an event that brings together works by the
hottest artists around the world. Art Basel has a
sister event: Art Central. On this visit to Hong
Kong, | decided to focus my attention on Art
Central, which takes place against the backdrop
of Hong Kong’s harbor.

A grassy park beside the harbor has been
transformed into an exhibition space for
installation works, and a massive tent covering an
area of 33,000m? has been filled with artworks
provided by galleries from around the world for
this year’s Art Central event. As more than 80% of
the represented galleries are from the Asia-Pacific
region, including Hong Kong, mainland China,
Korea, Taiwan, and elsewhere, the event offers an
excellent opportunity to survey the frontiers of
contemporary Asian art. Aside from the displayed
works, | found it interesting to see visitors from all
over the world admiring works of art in a space
that can generate lots of excitement.

Hong Kong’s Central District is the heart of
Hong Kong's art world—this is where its world-
leading galleries are concentrated. Essential ports
of call on a gallery tour include the Pedder
Building, which houses the Gagosian Gallery and
the Lehmann Maupin Gallery; and the Agricultural
Bank of China Building, where White Cube and
Galerie Perrotin are located. This year saw the
addition of yet another essential gallery building:
The H Queen’s Building.

A multitude of world-class galleries with very
resonant names are housed in the new building:

. During the March event,

Hong Kong's Tamar Park
becomes an outdoor
exhibition space.
Kusama Yayoi’s artwork
“Pumpkin: Big” (2018).

. Abooth at Art Central’s

Maddox Gallery, where
you can see works

by world-class street
artists such as Banksy
and Mr. Brainwash.

. The striking portrait of

Andy Warhol, exhibited
at Art Central, was
bound to catch the eye.
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the David Zwirner Gallery, the Hauser & Wirth
Gallery, the Pace Gallery, the Tang Contemporary
Art Gallery, and so on. The opening of the

building is being celebrated through exhibitions by
such heavyweights of the art world as Wolfgang
Tillmans, Mark Bradford, Yoshitomo Nara, and Ai
Weiwei. These shows will continue until mid-May,
so if you are planning to visit Hong Kong before
that time, be sure not to miss them: They are
truly a feast for the eyes. | recommend starting at
the top of the building (Galerie Ora-Ora) and slowly
working your way down.

The Asia Society: An Oasis of Art in the
Heart of the City
The Asia Society Hong Kong Center is located on
the mid-slopes of Victoria Peak. Its verdant
woodland setting gives it the feel of a natural
oasis sprung in a densely packed forest of
skyscrapers. The Asia Society’s building is a
cultural treasure in itself: This former ammunition
store for the British military forces has been
transformed into an artistic and cultural space.
The exhibition currently on show at the Asia
Society is by the legendary American artist Robert
Indiana, best known for his sculpture “LOVE.”
The indoor exhibition displays works that highlight
Indiana’s artistic vision and influences, including
those received from elements of Asian culture.
The outdoor exhibition space, meanwhile, includes
some of his signature installation works. At night
the works are illuminated, forming a fantastic
harmony with the glittering nearby skyscrapers, so



. In the outdoor exhibition
space at the harbor,
visitors can see Kim
Hong-Seok’s artwork
“Bearlike Construction.”

. Towering grey buildings
look down on the
greenery of Tamar Park.

. The Hauser & Wirth
Gallery occupies the
H Queen’s Building.
The current exhibition
by artist Mark Bradford
runs until May 12.

. The H Queen’s Building
also houses the first
Asian branch of the
David Zwirner Gallery.
Artist Wolfgang
Tillmans’s solo
exhibition continues
until May 12.
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do consider this added bonus when scheduling

your visit.

Site tours explaining the history of the
building and docent tours for the Robert Indiana
exhibition are available in English and Cantonese.
For details, check the Asia Society’s homepage
(asiasociety.org/hong-kong). The Robert Indiana
exhibition runs until July 15.

Fotan and Wong Chuk Hang:

The Newly-Transformed Artistic Quarters

As is the case with any densely populated Asian
city, rents in central Hong Kong have kept rising.
Struggling to afford the exorbitant new prices,
artists have moved to the north and south areas
of Hong Kong. Two newly developed artistic zones
are Fotan and Wong Chuk Hang.

The Fotan District was originally an industrial
district, filed with factories. In the 2000s, local
artists started setting up studios here, creating a
new artistic community. Each year, the district has
held an Open Studio event, which has given
artists and art enthusiasts a forum to exchange
ideas. The event has been held yearly in January,
but this year an additional day was scheduled in
celebration of the Arts Month. The Open Studio
event usually involves more than 40 studios,
which open their doors to visitors for a whole day,
giving travelers yet another reason to visit Hong
Kong during the Arts Month.

Meanwhile, in the south of Hong Kong, Wong
Chuk Hang has emerged as another vibrant
artistic district. The opening of the South Island
Line on the Hong Kong subway system MTR has
no doubt helped this effort. The combination of
trendy graffiti with the harsh appearance of this
former industrial district is reminiscent of New
York’s Brooklyn, and here, too, art galleries and
studios are closely packed together.

The entrance to a gallery here might very well
be a factory entrance where a fully loaded cargo
truck is parked. A freight elevator will then take
you up to the gallery at the push of a button. Soon
a door will open and you will find yourself in a hip
exhibit space. The charm of the contrasts found in
such a striking artistic space is undeniable.

Most of the galleries in the Wong Chuk Hang
area are open to visitors from Tuesday to
Saturday, so wear comfortable shoes and expect
to do a lot of walking. The majority of galleries
are ranged along Wong Chuk Hang Road. Looking
at the external appearance of the buildings, it's
hard to guess which of them contain galleries, so
you need to examine carefully the signboards
displayed at the building entrances. @

Jung Soo-Im is a professional travel photographer.
In Cooperation with the Hong Kong Tourism Board
(discoverhongkong.com)

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—Hong Kong.







. Robert Indiana’s-exhibition

" (LOVE Long: Robert Indiana

" and Asia».runs until July 15
at the Asia Society Hong
Kong Center.
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The unique structure of
the Asia Society building
creates the feeling of
walking through a garden in

mid air.
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at the Blindspot Gallery,
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Chuk Hang quarter.
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The exhibition continUESE

until May 12.
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The skyscrapers that dot the skyline of Korea’s capital city, Seoul,

face an old royal palace with a long history, while magnificent mountains provide
a fitting background for the palace. Seoul’s varied landscape is even more
impressive if seen in panoramic views from vantage points scattered
throughout the city center.

seoul seoulmap

Panoramic Views -

Inwangsan Mountain

Deoksugung Palace
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At the National Museum of Korean Contemporary History’s rooftop garden (8F)
B =HAIZ 2 SYHABS) A Hi2t2 stz 253 12|10 FE.

Sejong Center

~ Atthe Rooftop in Seoul, Sewoon Shopping Center (9F)
M247t M2S(95)0A Hi2hz Z2 AU,

N Seoul Tower
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Cheonggyecheon Stream
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At the Dongdaemun City Wall Park
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At the Seoul National University Hospital’s rooftop garden (6F of the Cancer Center)
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local trip

The following are seven
places to visit while

iIn Busan, recommended by
artists who have grown

~ up in the city-port or are
working there now.

text by Kim Su-Ji / photos by Jung Soo-Im
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Kangkangee Arts Village
The Sounds of Local Art

[@8-8, Daepyeongro 27 beongil, Yeongdo-gu]

[@ ST (E=575Z 8-8]

The people who published Busan’s local culture
magazine Hello Gwanganri from 2011 to 2017
are now engaged promoting the local arts in the
Kangkangee Arts Village under the name
Creative Plan B. They organize cultural events and
have installed about 80 artworks around
the village on themes related to local culture
and history.

“The Yeongdo’s Kangkangee Arts Village is
located on the site of the Tanaka Shipyard,
the first modern shipyard in Korea,” according
to manager Lee Seung-Wook. “The word
kangkangee refers to the sound of hammering
that used to fill the area as rust was removed
from the surface of the ships prior to painting.”

The ‘kangkangee women’ have long been
replaced by a mechanized process, but the sound
of hammering can still be heard as components
are repaired at the entrance to an alley.
Turn the corner, and the sea will sparkle like
jewels before you.
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Lee Seung-Wook
Director of Magazine
Hello Gwanganri,
Creative Plan B




Munhwa Gongga

The Aesthetic of Timg

[ 75 Honggokro, Dong-gu
S1=E=2 75

Hidden as if by a veil, the Japanese-style wooden
house Jeongrangak has been designated by the
Cultural Heritage Administration as Registered
Cultural Property No. 330. This historical site
opened its doors to the public in 2016 under the
name of Munhwa Gonggam Sujeong. In this
tranquil cultural space you can sip a cup of tea or
coffee while seated on a tatami-matted floor. The
building can also be rented for filming projects.

“In the Japanese colonial period,” explained
curator Lee Mee-Gyeong, “Busan’s Dong-gu
District, located right next to the harbor and
railway station, was the city’s commercial center.
This house was built by a Japanese merchant
in 1943. Judging by its lavish scale and high
ceilings, it was probably not used as a living
space, but rather as a place for receiving
guests.”

Although its presence may still bear painful
memories, Jeongrangak also shows well the
beauty of a Japanese house. The more you look
at this antiquated building, the more you
appreciate the attention to detail gone into
building it, such as the exquisite window
decorations, with sunshields placed between the
glass panes, or the design of the wooden
shutters that protect the glass from storm
damage.
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Jeon Joo-Yeon
Barista
at Momos Coffee
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The Diorama of History
Panoramlc Views Over Busan

Yeongju-dong, Ju L

8 =+ H5s

The Diorama of History is an observation deck
located midway along a hilly road in Busan’s
highest neighborhood. The observation deck is
the highest of three viewpoints on this must-see
road. From its deck, you can view a complete
panorama of Busan, from the Busan Harbor to
Yeongdo —in the distance, the houses of the old
harbor town are packed tightly together on the
hillside, offering contrasting views to the modern
high-rise buildings of Yeongdo.

The views seen from here also comprise a
historical panorama: The deeply peaceful sea

symbolizes the time before Korea’s modernization,

the harbor symbolizes the opening of the country
and its history of war and refuge, while the
skyscrapers symbolize Busan’s present and
future. If you move your glance slowly from the
great cargo ships and cruise boats that come and
go through Busan Harbor until sunset, to the

Busan Harbor Bridge, which crosses in front of the

harbor, and on to the tall buildings that seem
to keep on rising, you will realize that there is
nothing static about the scene before you.
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Kim Ji-Gon
Documentary Film
Director
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Oasis

A Space for Reflection ===
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| was in an ordinary residential neighborhood AtMSHS S2H Q0tA A
(Myeongjang-dong). When | managed to find the Oflxte| 0|z & Thst A0[2t2 Fot=E &+ Sl HHst
white-walled Oasis building, all | could think of was, FEi7f. R QO0IA|A ZAZQ| SIM 2HE LUZASIK|TL
“Why is this place called Oasis, of all things?” ZZS0| QICt ‘0|E0] ff SHE QOA|AUT}?’

The moment | opened the front door, | got my SUEES 0= &7t 52 M3B0|

answer. Anyone who came here with a heavy heart  3330| AlZIEICE |71 SCtetS

TESHA| E[2]2t HAS0|2t= Jung Soo-Im
Travel Photographer

would have to say, “At last, an oasis in the desert o7 |7X| LE &+ |
of Myeongjang-dong!” The house had a view that AH2OlA] ECIO] ROIAIAS REUCE O] T2 F4tTH0]

you can only see in Busan. HOE 4= U= 248 HAMY 7426k ULt Ha
: o . RN
Myeongjang-dong’s Oasis is both a café and a HAZ QOIA|AE ZMEI} 0|AS RI7IO| EH <
X

Lee So-Eul. Seats for five or six people face either ~ ZAM2 MZ O1F £X| 201 2.
o

x|
gallery —the atelier of artists Kim Seon-Yeong and ~ 37'0|At 710 & Z2{2|Ct A B HE ots &= U=
= 80

UL, THe7t OFH AMMS 2J5t 5

the walls or the windows.



Dongrae Halmae Pajeon
The Taste of Spring TEEr =

Woo Ji-Kyung
Travel Writer

If you ask anyone from Busan about their
childhood memories, nine out of 10 will say they
remember bathing at a hot spring spa with their
families and then eating dongrae pajeon, the local
version of Korean scallion pancakes. Dongrae
pajeon should be the first local specialty travelers
try out in their trip to Busan. In spring, scallions
that had been frozen over the winter thaw and
become soft and sweet-tasting, so this is the
best time to have some pajeon.

To make typical pajeon, batter is spread out
in a circle and topped with scallions before more
batter is poured on to firm up the pancake.
Dongrae pajeon is made differently: Long strips
of scallion are arranged side-by-side and piled up,
repeatedly. Another characteristic of dongrae
pajeon is the addition of generous amounts of
fresh seafood. The soft batter enhances the
fragrance of the scallions and the texture of the
fresh seafood. The resulting pancakes are not
oily, so you can eat your fill without getting that
heavy feeling.
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Art Space Lee
The Preserved Tradition of Artisanal Art

30-1, Geumsaem-ro, Geumjeong-gu

ST ae 301

Qin Peipeng
Designer at the Leather
Workshop Brand Linbo

Emo)

7 34

2l Cixjo|L

The atelier of wood carver Lee Yong-Gi, a
designated Busan Handicrafts Artisan, is located
at the foot of Mount Guemjeongsan. When you
take a close look at one of the sculptures in Art
Space Lee and see pieces of wood that hang like
leaves or perhaps the scales of fish, you know
you are in the right place for artisanal art.

Lee Yong-Gi’'s workplace doubles up as a
gallery that is open to the public. The interior
gives off a strong smell of wood as well as a
warm feeling, perhaps thanks to the sunlight that
streams in through the big windows.

Look around and you'll see Lee’s careful
attention to the smallest things: the pieces of
wood attached to the concrete steps to prevent
them from becoming slippery, or the wooden floor
that uses variations of height to give depth to
what may otherwise seem like a monotonous
space.
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Baekseol Daehak
Humble Work and Memorable

F d |E 72, Utseobal-ro, Yeongdo-gu]
00

The wife is busy making the thick egg filling for
gimbap (Korean rice roll) in the inner kitchen,
while the husband is stirring the sauce for
tteokbokki (stir-fried rice cakes) in the outer
kitchen counter. This is a typical day at Baekseol

Daehak, a restaurant run by the married couple

Son Ji-Min Lee Hoo-Rim and Kim Eun-Yeong in the Dongsam-
Cultural PI
uitural Flanner dong neighborhood of Yeongdo.
=X The food itself may be simple, but the couple

=2} 7|2, DS tHE S ey
SN s has been perfecting it diligently and

unpretentiously through the years. The two
started out with a street stall, then acquired a
small restaurant, which has now become a proud
part of the neighborhood’s history.

According to local customers, the best dish
on the menu is the gimbap. To make this dish,
freshly cooked white rice is topped with an egg
filling, pickled white radish, julienned carrots and
cucumber, and sweetly seasoned fried tofu, then
all the ingredients are rolled up in dried seaweed
and generously sprinkled with sesame oil and
sesame salt. @

Kim Su-Ji is the editor of the Lonely Planet Magazine Korea.
Jung Soo-Im is a travel photographer from Busan.

285, W drlst
QHE FUIOIAM Ot Sibl e £0f 28 =56t
HZEXTS WS, B ZR2|ollA GHE ER0|
das HeL B SHSIM 01 -H2E 2587t
Hef7te daoiste] BE0|0 THadt SHUXEE
O RelX| YoHA Lo USHE B2 = ZHOKIE
AIEfSHAM &2 HEE AU, OIH I 7Pl SH2
Z=C{0| X} AfO] FAC.
BX|210] H= 0129 HAE= HYO|Ct Zo|
g D0 L= 2l AlS d Ao B H 22T,
CHRA, A M G2 20(0] FFo S T [FEIA
22|10 S5 YoM FVIES HIE L 238 =50
EARICE TS Jfemn BT O 20l A W P2E
S8 MEZF 107t OCIE2 2 27| QU= HiRLE @

© Market Ooom

st

<E2ZAnAHE 2|ot> o{HCk

KA4Qle HAL 2 410] Ol ALRIZI,

Ay

oy
% o
> 4
3



eye
text by Kim Na-Young

Yoshinori Mizutani
“Yusurika”
2014

How is Your Weather
Today?

Sometimes the weather is almost everything about a day or an
old memory. The weather can also sum up completely the
emotion felt by us on any given day. The weather is an element
that can instantly affect our feelings, and can also be a source
of inspiration. In literature, philosophy, design, music,
architecture, and most other aspects of our cultural life, weather
continues to be an inevitable driving force. This influence is
maximized in works of art. Artworks that capture the effects of
weather through the unique vision and imagination of their
creators can awaken feelings that have stayed dormant in our
unconscious, and retrieve memories from our past.

Images courtesy of D Museum, IMA Gallery



Maria Svarbova
“Wheel, The Tribune”
2016
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Kim Kang-Hee
“Cloud Way”
2017

The special exhibition «Weather: How is Your Weather Today?» is on display
until October 28 at the D Museum in Hannam-dong, Yongsan-gu, Seoul.

Here you can see the photography of Martin Parr, an artist characterized by

a sense of fun, as well as a keen insight into the world around him; and
Yoshinori Mizutani, a photographer who captures stills of nature in inner cities;
as well as the creations of artist Ulrich Vogl, who uses everyday objects

to recreate romantic moments.
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SPEED THROMGH SECURITY RELAX |N OVER FLY To OVER

1,000 LDUMGES INGRLDWIDE 1,390 DESTINATIONS

SAVE TIME WHEN CONNECTING GET YOUR LUGGAGE FASTER

MMY TOURNEY? By LORRAINE LOOTS
MINIATURIST PAINTER

TO MAKE YOUR JOURNEY
BETTER WE ARE FOCUSING
ON THE DETAILS.

From departures to arrivals, we are dedicated

to making your travel experience more rewarding and
seamless across our 28 member airlines.

Find out more at staralliance.com/detailsmatter
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spotlight

Text by Kang Hun

Cho Yong-Pil
MIVAGEIE
the King of Song

Although he says he feels burdened by the title
“King of Song,” there’s no other way to summarize
Cho Yong-Pil's position in the history of Korean
popular music. His 50-year career is not just the
life of an individual; it is, in itself, a dynamic
chronicle of the growth of Korean popular music,
from the mere importation of Japanese and
American culture to the global standard of today’s

K-pop wave.

At the beginning of the 1980s, when a new
military regime rose shamefully to power while
drenching the city of Gwangju with blood, Korean
popular music began to lay a new foundation
through an encounter with an extraordinary
young artist. Having just entered his thirties, Cho
Yong-Pil was no longer the figurehead of
conservative nostalgia that had risen to stardom
with the song “Come Back to Busan Port” in
1976. But after having reached the top of the
music scene, Cho was banned from performing
for three years for using the drug marijuana. Cho
used that time as a period of solitary study, and
the fruits of this effort appeared in his 1980
comeback album, which Cho himself considers
his debut album. Side A began with the song
“The Woman Outside the Window,” while Side B
started with “Short Hair.”

According to Cho, in 1980 he felt a complex
and hard-to-express longing in the heart, a
feeling that extended to the general public. If
“The Woman Outside the Window” represented
the longing of the past and his own generation,
“Short Hair” tried to express the longing of the
future generations. These two musical efforts
became a major turning point in the history of
Korean popular music.

When the age of color television began, and
the main audience for popular music shifted to
teenagers, Cho became something more than

the original idol star of the teenage fans. For the
next 15 years, he remained the undisputed
prince of the mainstream, releasing hit songs in
quick succession. He was a musician who
combined the grammars of every genre that
existed in Korean popular music, apart from folk
and hip-hop.

All the qualities that one could wish for in a
popular musician were fused into his physically
diminutive image. His charismatic vocals were
fully deserving of the title “King of Song.” His
compositional skills were committed yet
versatile, going straight to the core of the music.
Equally impressive were his serious approach to
and critical acceptance of new techniques and
effects, his rigorous self-control and disciplined
practice even amid the pandemonium of the star
system, his passion for live performance, and
above all, his almost obsessive interest and
investment in his backing band, The Great Birth.
The combination of all these virtues became the
driving force for his unprecedented achievement
of being named Singer of the Year for five
consecutive years after his comeback.

But most of all, Cho’s greatness lies in the
fact that he achieved all these accolades little by
little, through unremitting effort, not through
natural talent. In 1969, when he took his first
step by dropping out of his third year at
Kyungdong High School to become the guitarist
of a humble club band in Yongjugol, Paju, he was
just one of the many young musicians of the
1960s who were fascinated by Western rock
music and rhythm-and-blues. In 1971, when the
vocalist in his band was called away for military
service and Cho almost accidentally came to
record some vocals, he was no more than the
owner of an attractive but undistinguished voice.

Cho gradually acquired the raspy vocal quality
needed for rock and African-American music
during seven years of obscurity playing in a salon
band at the Chosun Hotel by day and leading a
night club band by night. And despite the
frustration and pent-up anger of the three-year
ban that followed his brief moment of success,
he learned traditional Korean folksongs and the
begging scene from the pansori story
“Heungboga.” By the time he made his
comeback, he succeeded in cultivating a unique
and mature voice.

Images courtesy of CHO YONG PIL 50th Promotion Committee



Cho’s third album, Woman and Man (1981),
made exquisite use of the break between ‘chest
voice’ and ‘head voice.” His fourth album, Self-
Respect (1982), found the harmony between the
vocal techniques of Korean folksong and rhythm-
and-blues. After years of determined effort, his
eighth album, The Empty Sky (1985), perfected
the use of a vocal break from trot music, creating
a vocal tone as varied as the Indian pitta bird. It
instantly captured the attention of a young
generation representative of a decade that had
begun so explosively.

Cho is like the sea that reflects everything
without losing its own color. His glory is the glory
of all of us, and his setbacks and dazzling
triumphs are also a self-portrait of our
generation. Even in the 1990s, when new musical
sensibilities pushed him aside for a while, he
came back with “Song of the Wind” (1997). In the
2000s, when the idol groups conquered the
musical scene, Cho broke down the walls that
divided people’s musical taste according to

generational preferences with the release of

“Bounce,” a song that reached a generation
young enough to be his children. In the history of
Korean popular music, Cho remains rooted, like
the title of his 16th album, Eternally.

Having known him personally over the years,
| can say that this “King of Song” is a single-
minded master to whom nothing matters but
singing. Even when the two of us were having a
drink together, when he got excited he would
endlessly sing his songs. He must have sung
these gem-like songs on stage thousands of
times. | once asked him, “Don’t you ever get
tired of these songs after singing them so
much?” The “King of Song” answered clearly and
concisely: “I'm at my happiest when I'm singing.
No matter how much | sing, it always feels new.”
To everyone else, he may be the “King of Song,”
but in his attitude to singing, he is still the
eternal youth filled with endless longing. @

Kang Hun is a Korean music critic. He began writing about music
professionally in 1991 by writing criticism on the music of the
late Kim Hyun-Sik. He is the author of The Moment of Twist and
Reversal and Kang Hun’s History of Korean Popular Culture, and the
recently published In Memory of Shin Hae-Chul, 1968-2014.
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