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cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

Sonorous Silence
Lee Ufan

A sense of rhythm
created by the
repeated drawing
of lines is added
to a sense of
speed generated
by the drawing of
each line with a
single stroke once
the brush has
been dipped in
paint. While the
artist’s brushwork
is finished, the
painting seems to
continue vibrating
with a life-like
quality.

Lee Ufan was born in Korea in 1936 but made
his name in Japan and now divides his time
between there and France. He is undoubtedly the
foremost living Korean artist in the world today.
When the legendary curator Hans Ulrich Obrist,
who for some time held the top position in
ArtReview’s Power 100 list of the most influential
people in the contemporary art world, invited Lee
to participate in an outdoor sculpture project that
he was directing at London’s Serpentine
Galleries, he commented, “Since the 1990s, you
can hear about Lee Ufan wherever you go, and
he’s been dubbed an ‘artists’ artist’.”

A point is both a beginning and an end. Only
after having marked a point can one extend it into
a line or spread it over a surface, according to
Lee. The artist has been expanding his theory of
painting since 1970 with three series of paintings,
From Point, From Line, and From Wind.

In the From Point works, Lee places a single
blue dot in the foreground and changes the
background behind it with many other dots.
Varying in light and shade, the dots gradually
grow faint as they extend into the empty space.
Among the hundreds of dots that cover the
canvas, not one has been painted carelessly.
Each dot has its own rhythm, strength, value, and
density. From a distance, one has the illusion
that the dots are moving like living creatures. The
thing that matters most to the artist is the
relationship between individual points and space.

Having painted a dot, Lee centers on it as a
kind of coordinate to create a new wave length. In
his From Line series, dark blue lines soar like
comets. The lines look like waterfalls that create
foam, and they are as strong as fountains that
spurt up like fireworks. The starting points of the

dark blue hue seem to chatter and move about
like distant grazing animals in a meadow. In the
places where the brush has changed the density
and direction of the lines, you can sense the
artist’'s human energy. Sacred art and human
handiwork have become one.

Just as there are no careless dots in Lee’s
works, there are no hurriedly-drawn lines.
Instead, the artist has held his breath and slowly
drawn each line in the way that best shows the
line itself. Just as the fixed dots create a sense
of movement, these carefully considered lines
show a rapid sense of speed.

The lines are mainly drawn in blue, though
Lee sometimes uses orange, too. “l used blue as
a color without an image as far as possible,
almost transparent like the sky, while orange is
something like the earth—there’s no special
meaning,” explained Lee. And yet, what could be
more meaningful than that?

In the From Wind series, dots that have
become lines seem to be dancing around. Even
without the title, anyone can see that the works
depict wind. Raising free movement to the level
of forming natural relationships, the works are
famous for being a favorite of RM, the art lover in
the boy band BTS. When RM visited the Lee Ufan
Space in the Busan Museum of Art, he wrote in
the visitors’ book, “I like Wind.” Lee Ufan’s
paintings “East Winds” and a painting from the
series From Line have sold at auction for over US
$2 million.

A painting from Lee’s From Line series has
finally been added to the permanent collection on
display in gallery 1 at the Seoul venue of the
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary
Art, Korea. One of his installation works can also
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“From Point”
117x117cm
painting on canvas
1976




“Correspondence”
259x194.5cmx4
painting on canvas

be seen in the outdoor sculpture garden of the
museum’s Gwacheon branch. Here stone
representing nature and steel symbolizing the
man-made creations are placed together as if
engaged in dialogue. The space between the
stone and the steel plate looks indifferent, like
the empty space in a painting, yet it creates a
strange tension and ‘aftertone.’ It’s not a strong
feeling, but it’s enough to give you a novel
experience with an artwork. It’s both a vibration
and a feeling of communion.

In the 1960s and 70s, Lee Ufan wrote a
chapter in the modern history of art as the main
theorist of the Mono-ha, a Japanese avant-garde
art movement that sought to bring out a
relationship with things by using materials in
an almost untouched state. He participated in
the Paris Biennale in 1971, and in 1975
he organized the first Dansaekhwa exhibition,

«Five Korean Artists, Five Kinds of White» at
Japan’s Tokyo Gallery.

In 2011, Lee became the second Korean
artist after Nam June Paik to hold a major
retrospective exhibition at New York’s Guggenheim
Museum. In France, he has held a solo exhibition
at the Palace of Versailles in 2014 and a
retrospective exhibition at the Centre Pompidou-
Metz last year. The Lee Ufan Gallery in Naoshima,
Japan, has become a famous place, and another
museum bearing his name is scheduled to be
opened this year at Arles in the south of France.

But Lee Ufan is an artist of sonorous silence
who enchants us without speaking, and I'm
afraid he would consider all these explanations
mere noise. @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now an art
specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic Daily.
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“From Line”
194x259cm
painting on canvas
1974
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Lee Ufan, “From Line”
painting on canvas, 194x259cm, 1974
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Jjapaguri, known as Ram-don, has crossed the line of
common instant food.
text by Kim Seong-Hwa / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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. Mix a package of Jjapaghetti and Neoguri
noodles with the packets of flakes from both
packages and boil them in a pot filled with
water for 4 minutes and 30 seconds.

. Drain the water from the pot, leaving only about
150 milliliters.

. Add one soup base packet from the Jjapaghetti,
half a packet from the Neoguri, and the packet
of olive oil from the Jjapaghetti before mixing
them thoroughly with the noodles.

. Stir the noodles for about 30 seconds on low
heat while mixing them well.
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The Sirloin Steak Jjapaguri Seen in Parasite
Director Bong Joon-Ho wanted to show

that Dasong, despite being born with a silver
spoon in her mouth, was still a kid. That’s why
he included the instant noodle dish in the film.
The Jjapaguri dish had been made popular

in Korea since the late 2000s, stemming
from the idea of “modisumer”—a compound
word of “modify” and “consumer” referring to
consumers who do not necessarily follow
given instructions but rather develop their own
creative recipes. Bong developed this recipe
by adding sirloin steak as a topping in order to
show that it is a dish fit for rich people. Sirloin
steak tastes better when grilled medium,

as it retains its flavorful juices.

<7’ 4E>2| & Mt

SES A= <T|IME>9| THS0[7t BX0 T

‘Ol of'2te WS H0IF1 HUCH QIAHEAECQI
MI2|E SEAZI Z0| 1 0|}, MIp-A2| NIz
Br]H(modisumer: XAIRIO| IO 2 HIES
MEH &&st= AHIXHE| 28l 20000 SR E
QUL of7]0f EXICHE S ESGIIX MBAS

22 0| S£35 A=2 ofo|C|ofCh MEBA2 SAUS
OICI¥OE 29| K52 7HH0F UL

Presidential Jiapaguri with Leeks
At a luncheon held at the presidential office
Cheong Wa Dae in celebration of the Oscar-
winning performance of the movie Parasite,
First Lady Kim Jeong-Sook told the movie crew,
“I had a plan,” quoting a line from the movie.
The Leek Jjapaguri she had prepared for the
occasion added a deep aroma to the recipe by
using stir-fried leeks before mixing the noodles
and the soup base. In another difference from
the recipe shown in Parasite, the First Lady
used pork shoulder in order to mitigate
the greasiness. Was the more refined taste the
plan she had referred to? Or was it a plan to
promote the consumption of leek, whose
prices had been falling due to oversupply?
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Tips
Add truffle oil in the last stage of cooking.

7120 w2t sk,

— The sweet and savory taste of the Jjapagetti soup base matches well with truffle oil.
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edited by Kim Nam-Ju

Ludwig Favre
@ludwigfavre

Ludwig Favre specializes in the major cities and
landscapes of America. Through his
characteristically colored stills of each
photographed city, Favre is able to evoke special
emotions in the viewers. His works, which offer
unique portrayals of even ordinary places
such as pools, libraries, and beaches,
are introduced through various media platforms.
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#LosAngeles #California #VeniceBeach
#SantaMonicaBeach #AccidentallyWesAnderson
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Unique Spring Culture

Korean winters can be long and cold, which is

one reason why spring is always welcomed with
0 open arms here. But the end of winter is not
v the only reason Koreans love the spring months
of March through May. Winter snows typically
start to thaw in early March, a time when spring

makes its tentative entrance. Here and there you
will see small green shoots poking their way
through melting patches of frost.

But for most Koreans, the real spring action
gets going in April. Although you might not notice
it if you visit at any other time of the year, Korean
roads are usually lined with cherry trees. And
these trees, although not unappealing in other
seasons, are generally quite non-descript. Not so
in spring. As April matures, so do the little buds
on these trees, until they quite dramatically burst
into life in an explosion of off-pink and snow-pure
white. Almost every Korean'’s favorite variety is
the king cherry tree, which many botanists believe
is native to Jeju Island. In fact, king cherry trees
can be found all over Jeju, where, because of the
island’s subtropical climate, trees blossom
earlier than they do on the mainland. The island
is also famous for another plant: canola, which
blooms in late March to April, turning much of the
island and its many wide fields into veritable
seas of swaying yellow waves.

Dys of
's Welcoming

Xxplains
gtime is so captivating.



Photogenic Foliage

The entire country is on tenterhooks as the
“cherry blossom season” approaches. Viewers
watch anxiously as TV weather forecasters deliver
reports about when to expect blossoms to appear
and when they will fall. Media outlets rush to
create fetching infographics with detailed maps
and blossom ETAs, knowing that at this time of
the year nothing could be more shareable.

Courting couples take romantic strolls along
cherry blossom-line walkways, with cavorting
children leaping to catch falling petals. But if you
find a nice big clump of blossom-filled trees you
think will make an ideal place for a picnic, move
fast! Blossoms are very photogenic. TV
producers, filmmakers, and commercial directors
all want to film their most memorable scenes
against pink-white backdrops, and you often
cannot move for photographers—both amateur
and professional—around the base of some
nice trees.

The king cherry is certainly the most popular
tree in town at this time of year, but it is most
certainly not the only eye-catching deciduous
species on the block. Arguably more dramatic is
the magnolia tree. Although it is a native of
Southeast Asia, the magnolia is very much at
home on Korean soil, and its huge white petals
are unmistakable. Asian pears (bae) are
ubiquitous in Korea come fall, but their trees
provide a timely reminder of their presence in late
spring, with striking white blooms that often burst
open just as the king cherry petals begin to fall.

Fantastic Fare

Korean spring is fun for foodies, too— particularly
those with a penchant for sustainable eating. The
last big celebration of the winter is Daeboreum,

a time when Koreans typically consume the last
of their remaining dried vegetables and herbs.
Seasonal herbs are often preserved in large
portions and rehydrated when needed over the
winter months. Once Daeboreum is out of the
way, foragers go out into the forests and grassy
paths to look for edible green plants— shoots
and leaves that can be steamed or stewed in a
range of spicy or mild Korean sauces, pastes,
and marinades.

Although some of these preparations can be
salt-fermented and kept for several months,
many others are intended to be eaten right away.
These preparations are as fresh as any
Mediterranean-style salad, and are light and easy
on the palate. So if you are flying to Korea, when
you arrive, why not try a bowl of hot rice and a
serving of sook-guk (freshly foraged mugwort and
soy bean paste soup)? | am sure you will find it
makes for a perfect spring meal on a crisp, sunny
April afternoon— preferably against a backdrop
of falling cherry blossoms! @

Tim Alper, a columnist, author, and long-term resident of Seoul,
examines Korean culture from an expat’s perspective.
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local trip

text by Lee Ki-Sun
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

the So

One way to appreciate the fact that the human
body was built for physical travel —and not for

virtual experiences —is to take a bus to Namhae.
The bus leaves Seoul’s Nambu Terminal at 8 a.m.

and arrives at Namhae Intercity Bus Terminal
at 12:40 p.m. It makes you realize the refreshing
effect of what we call “going down to the
provinces.”

After a final stop at Hadong, the bus soon
crossed the imposing red Namhae Bridge.
Since the bridge was built in 1973, the fact that
Namhae is really an island has been gradually
forgotten. But an island is still an island. After
crossing the sparkling blue waves below the
bridge for a few minutes, we found ourselves in
a different world. Villages and yellow-green fields
rolled out before us among the pretty little hills.

To fully explore Namhae, you need a car.
We’d booked ours in advance from the rental car
center outside the bus terminal, where a woman
in a black baseball cap was waiting for us. We
listened to her advice about the need to watch

Cherry blossoms strewn
over the Nam-myeon, Namhae-gun.
2ol HH0 SE2T HE,

Journey

th

We traveled by bus to the southern tip of Korea and got to see
the endless waves and blue waters of Namhae Island.

to

out for elderly people walking along the side of
the road when driving on country roads. We were
also given pointers on the best way to get to the
Boriam Peak on Geumsan Hill— parking at car
park A and taking the shuttlebus to car park B.
Armed with this knowledge, we drove off.

The Sobaeksanmaek mountain range, which
stretches down through Geochang, Hamyang,
and Hadong, dives briefly beneath the sea before
re-emerging on Namhae Island. That's why the
topography of Namhae is filled with little hills
wherever you go. The road meandered along the
lower slopes of hills, which looked as if they
had been colored with crayons in many shades
of green. The blooming cherry blossoms and
mugwort shoots mixed occasional touches of
pink and fresh green to the natural canvas
around us. We just had to keep stopping for
photographs.

As we drove around, whenever | saw a sign
with “Namhae” written on it | felt excited for
no apparent reason. This place name combines



Spring in Daraengi Village,
Nam-myeon, Namhae-
gun. The area is famous
for its row of terraced

rice paddies arranged

on a steep slope over
108-stories high.

otz g3 Chlo|otE9| =.

7tOhE HIE0| 27 1085
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a romantic layer of meaning to its quite literal
meaning of “southern sea.” Geographically,
Namhae County is an area that includes Namhae
Island, where Namhae Town is located, along with
Changseon Island and around 60 other islands.
From Jijok Village, we crossed the Jijok Straits
by way of Changseon Bridge and continued on
to Changseon Island. The pride of the island
is a bay tree 9-meters tall, clearly visible from a
distance and listed as Natural Monument
No. 299. The village shore was lined with cherry
blossom trees and bathed by a blue sea that
stretched out from the little islands of Socho and
Daecho to the silhouette of Sacheon City. A man
in an election campaign vest was canvasing for
votes on the quiet road, and a woman was going
home with a basket full of Manila clams that
she had collected. Some boys rode their bicycles
in the sea breeze down to the shore and
started gathering clams in a youthful display
of noisy energy.
Before sunset, we went to see the bay tree.
Considered the guardian tree of the village,
it stood firm in the center of a field looking out
over the sparkling Sacheon Bay. According to
legend, 500 years ago an old couple who lived in
this village caught a big fish one fine day.

Strangely, a seed came out of the fish’s belly,
and when they threw it outside the house,

this tree sprouted from it. It’s a story without
any particular moral or lesson, but to this day
the villagers regard the tree as sacred, and every
year they hold a ceremony to honor it. There’s
also a story saying that after Admiral Lee Sun-
Shin defeated the Japanese navy during the
invasions of the 1590s, he ate his lunch in the
shade of this tree, though there’s no way to
know if this is true or false.

Driving on, we passed Daraengi Village and
bowled along the coastal road. Beyond the
glittering sea, we saw the bluish outline of Nodo
Island. Among fields of rape that looked as if
they’d been sprinkled with yellow dust, we saw
picnickers walking in the spring air and among
camelias that had popped up beside the road to
shower the ground with their intense red petals.
Driving carelessly through the fluttering cherry
blossoms, | thought, “Where else can you find
luxury such as this?” Because, as John Lennon
sang to his son in “Beautiful Boy,” “Life is
what happens to you while you're busy making
other plans.” @

Lee Ki-Sun is editor of Lonely Planet Magazine Korea.
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_garden‘at the
-Village, in Sangju-myeon, -
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Children playing at the
breakwater in Danhang
Village, on Changseon
Island, at sunset. The
Great Chord can be seen
slightly behind.
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on the road

text by Kim:Seong-Hwa
photos by Lim Hark Hyoun




Course 1
The road from Kijo Onsenkan _—

: A Y Yurara to Mochida Kofun Miyazaki-Omarugawa Course
; o e A Cluster e | Main Points of Attraction
: A e e SR ' 7| X 2 M3 Qaf2tol| A BX|Ct O|OFX}7|-20HE 7Lt ZA
# : e HEFOE Sl 2 FQ EOIE

Hiki Shrine
5|7| &AL

O EINENEETLS
Zofot S

Kijo Onsenkan
Yur
7|x 23 a2t

=

Mochida Kofun
Cluster,
Takanabe Taishi
DX|Ct IR,
CH7HLHHICHOIA]

Otoshi Shrine
QEA| MAL

0.9km

Shigino Beach
Al7| s

Length: Approx. 14.3km
Time Needed: 4.5-6 hours
Degree of difficulty: Intermediate

72|: 2 14.3km
29 A2k 4.5~6A12F
Holk: 5



w N

w N

. Camellia flowers and mossy
stones seen at the beginning
of the course

. The Mochida Kofun Cluster

. A bag with Kyushu Olle
badges
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Journey through History in Miyazaki
About 1,300 years ago, the royal family
members of Baekje, an ancient kingdom
established on the Korean Peninsula
from 18 BCE to 660 CE, were
shipwrecked on foreign soil while fleeing
the attacking armies of the neighboring
Shilla Kingdom. The family was scattered
by the shipwreck: Queen Shigino, the
wife of Baekje King Jeongga, and their
son, Prince Bokji, landed in Takanabe,

a coastal village in what is now Kyushu,
Japan. These royal family members
started life anew in the new land,
teaching locals about the Buddhist
culture and agricultural techniques of
Baekje. The Miyazaki Omarugawa
Course, which opened in February
2020, reconnects with history, retracing
the journey that Prince Bokji took every
year from Kijo to Takanabe to visit
Queen Shigino.

| set off my journey on the trail,
imagining how the Baekje prince must
have felt while traveling to meet his
mother in exile. Starting off at the Hiki
Shrine, which honors Prince Bokji,
| arrive at a river bank on the side of the
Omaru River, which is about 100 meters
wide. The forest trail is scattered with
moss-covered rocks that resemble the
trolls in the animation film Frozen.
Fallen camellia flowers decorate the
rocks that look as if they are going to
stand up and sing at any moment.

After taking a foot bath at Kijo
Onsenkan Yurara, a local hot spring
resort, | start on a trail that has a
typically idyllic scene. Along the way,
colonies of reddish cedar trees and
green bamboo trees sway in the wind,
while birds chirp as if whispering. |
enjoy the melodic sounds, only to be
startled by a crow. | burst into a smile,
feeling a quiet pleasure filling my heart.
There is also the pleasure of
discovering the history hidden in this
idyllic rural scenery: no less than 85
ancient burial mounds and 750
primitive Buddhist sculptures.
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= The road from the Hiki Shrine
“to Joyama Park \
5|7| AALO A ZEOFOE B2
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Course 2

Shimabara Course
Main Points of Attraction
AlOpdj2} A
FL IQIE

Shimabara Port
AlotHrEted

Chichibugaura Park
Xx|27t2et S2

Mizunashigawa,
Warengawa
0| ZLEA| 712},
QA TIHE M=)

Kissho Shiraten
Bridge
24 A2HEH Ch2|

Kumamoto-Amakusa
Observation Point
TLOHE E-OtOFAL
HY HOIE

Length: Approx. 10.5km
Time Needed: 3.5-4 hours
Degree of difficulty: Intermediate
7{2]: 2k 10.5km
29 A2k 3.5~4A|2t
Lo|E: B




The road leading from
Chichibugaura Park to
Tsukumo Island
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The Shimabara Olle Boys

The people of Shimabara—located
about 150 minutes away from Fukuoka
by car—have suffered at the hand of
the local active volcanoes, but at the
same time have made a livelihood
thanks to the volcanic activity.

The Shimabara Olle Course, opened
earlier this year, unifies its trails under
the theme of “volcano.” The trails begin
at the Shimabara Port and lead to
Nagareyama (meaning “flowing
mountains”), a group of islands created
by volcanic activity.

| set off on my walk watching the
calm sea ripples reflecting the sunlight,
and | soon reach Mizunashigawa
(meaning “a river without water”), a river
flowing on the volcanic Mount
Heiseishinsan.
| stand on an elevated road leading to
the upper area of Mizunashigawa,
looking at the volcano billowing smoke
over the surrounding Ariake Sea and
feeling my whole being becoming an
unfamiliar but clear identity in the
middle of these imposing natural
features. The Olle trail leads all the way
to the crescent-shaped Mayuyama
(meaning “eyebrow mountain”), which is
said to have protected the village below
by blocking lava from the volcanic
eruption.

The city of Shimabara was selected
as a Kyushu Olle site after six years of
unsuccessful bids. That’s probably why
| can see elaborate Olle ribbons tied
everywhere along the wooden rails of
steep stairways and crossroads.
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. The active volcano
Heiseishinsan

. Shiba dog in the yard of a
family house

3. Spring water at Warengawa

. A child observing ducks from
Hyotan Pond Park
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Aloe flowers seen on the roa!i'
from Chichibugaura Park to
Mizunashigawa .
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The Shimabara City government official
trekking the hilly trails next to me is as
light-footed as a mountain goat. As we
walk together, I'm wondering how many
times he has walked these trails, and
more importantly, who were the people
that made them. | soon get my answer
when | meet a number of tourism
officials at the local government who
are as cheerful and healthy as the
characters in the 2001 Japanese film
Waterboys. | get to meet Yoneta, who
hurt his hand while trimming bamboo
sticks for Olle hikers, and Hamabe,
who got extremely tanned while building
wooden stairs over the rocky terrain,
and feel their dedication to the work
that will allow countless visitors to trek
on these trails.

Sato, an official in charge of the Olle
Trails, grew up in a makeshift house
after his original home was buried under
volcanic ashes during the 1991
eruption. Saying that he was so little
that he regarded the disaster as a novel
experience, the official discovered new
paths by using old maps and data that
had been collected by his senior
colleague for a period of five years.

As | thank them for creating these
wonderful trails, he replies, “l was able
to do it because | worked with my
colleagues. | am happy that you enjoyed
walking here.”

| soon realize that healthy minds do
not succumb to natural disasters.
Laden with the passion of the
“Shimabara Olle Boys,” the Shimabara
Course begins by inspiring awe toward
nature and concludes at the Hyotan
Pond Park, where children play with
ducks or throw a ball around. The
dazzlingly peaceful life in a park flooded
by the sun’s glow at sunset is a
reminder of how precious an ordinary
day can be. ©@

48 ME 2 0Zifts O= 587 = XSt Shimabara City government

officials in front of the
Heiseishinsan Volcano
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In cooperation with Kyushu Olle Council of
Authorized Regions (welcomekyushu/kyushuolle),
Miyazaki City, Simabara City
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destination

text by K’Lm ,Seong-Hwa /‘photos by Lim Hark Hyoun
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The center of Temple of
Literature, which is full
of tablets, illustrates the
Confucian identity.
HINOR JIS 3t 250 ZARE
QU HHHS Y 2

2HEC.




r&;ik{canlfindl et
an find it lovely.

s |

el HOtoF AFSARLE / HE 20k

£ _ ot TR et e R =2 o e ‘ 2 e




e

'

!
)
=
2
.
=
=
>
12
©
]

g 700%ilograms.

re
2

a}thle Temple of
éters‘in'ﬂmeter and®

"Ah
by

XE
;

m, A Z00kg?!

{I







Miss Hanoi through changing eras, starting with

On opening Google Maps, one the theme of “Marriage.” In the past,

interesting place stood out to me Vietnamese women too existed only as

among the countless pointillistic dots someone’s wife or mother.

that suggested possible tourist | followed the viewing route upward,

attractions in Hanoi: the Vietnamese floor by floor, anxious to see how their

Women’s Museum. | eagerly proceeded lives progressed in time, and | was

to its location. rewarded to see Viethamese women
The Museum was opened in 1995 becoming revolutionary fighters, even

by the Vietnam Women’s Union to secret agents and commanders of

document Viethnamese women'’s lives large battalions in the fight for

and promote gender equality. The Vietnam’s independence.

exhibited historical information and The plight of Viethamese women

artifacts shed light on women’s lives can also be seen at the Hoa Lo Prison

Memorial. The Prison was an imperial
facility built by France to imprison
Vietnamese independence fighters.
The Memorial conveys a vivid record of
a savage prison life that had prisoners
sleep beside toilets, without a glimpse
of daylight. The Memorial also tells the
stories of female independence
fighters.

One of these stories moved me to
tears. The independence activist Tran
Thi Tue loved her family as much as
she longed for independence. While
working on the Prison’s embroidery

committee, she pocketed a little thread
and material each day and used them
to make a bag and pillow for her
mother. Her love became a beautiful
phoenix that still glows to this day.
How deep must her love have been,
and how must her mother have felt on
receiving that gift---. At the Hoa Lo
Prison Memorial, you keep meeting
hearts whose depths cannot be
fathomed.

The Korean audio guide was very good,
and | learned how, in the cold winter,
prisoners had cut the hems of their
trousers to make mufflers for the
children imprisoned with their mothers,
and how Vietnamese independence
activists had escaped through the
sewers. | could sense the noble hearts
and values of solidarity shining out in
the midst of hardship.

Hanoi Hope

Much like Korea, Vietnam was
influenced by Chinese culture, and
Hanoi has a shrine dedicated to
Confucius: the Temple of Literature.
Symbolizing Confucian culture, this relic



of Vietnam’s Ly Dynasty is built around
five courtyards. Among these, the
identity of the Temple of Literature
appears most clearly in the third
courtyard, which contains 85 memorial
tablets erected over a 300-year period
starting from 1442. The texts that are
densely inscribed on the tablets are
the names of all the people who had
passed the government Civil Service
examinations.

The Confucian belief that virtue
could be achieved by study rather than
birth made it possible for the country
to be governed democratically. The
hope of succeeding through diligent
study brightened the lives of many
talented people and permitted the

emergence of scholars like Quach Dong

Dan, a man from a poor farming family
who passed the government Hoi
examination at the age of 68.

These memorial tablets are borne
on the backs of stone turtles whose
noses have been worn down flat.
Though it's forbidden today, there was
once a belief that touching the turtle’s
nose would bring success.

Hanoi Performance

If the Temple of Literature maintains
the spirit of Confucianism in
commemorating the scholarly
achievements of the literati, the water
puppet theater recreates the daily life
of Vietham’s humble farmers. Water
puppetry is a performing art originated
by the farmers who grew rice in Hanoi’s
Red River Delta area in the 12th
century. The performers manipulate the
wooden puppets from behind a screen
set over a tank filled with water.

The performance portrays the life of
the old agricultural society in a variety-
show format, including work songs of
the rice farmers, an old couple driving
away a cunning fox, a couple fooling
about on the river, and so on. The
comical acting of a farmer who falls
into the water while trying to catch a
frog will bring laughter to everyone’s
face. It's a chance to get a close-up
view of Viethamese-style humor and
sentiment. @

. Khue Van Cac in the

Temple of Literature,
where beautiful verses
are preserved as cultural
symbols of Vietnam

. People making New Year

wishes at Temple of
Literature on the occasion
of the Viethamese New
Year’s Day, known as
“Tet.”; A girl following her
parents.

. The 3rd floor of the

Women’s Museum in
Hanoi—the “Women in
History” exhibition room
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Vo Nguyen Giap and Nguyen
Thi Quang Thai—a couple who
participated in the Vietham
Independence Movement
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A replica of the rough prison
environment of the Hoa Lo
Prison

833 W

_
TRAI GIAM E - TRAI GIAM NAM

E stockade for keeping political male prisoners
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. A phoenix embroidery
pillow made by Tran Thi Tue
for her mother during her
imprisonment in a Hoa Lo
Prison cell

. Women who have been
entitled ‘Heroic Mothers
of Vietnam’ for their
contributions to the nation

. The Thang Long Water
Puppet Theatre
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hen Korean film
director Bong Joon-
ho clinched the Best
Picture award for
Parasite (2019) at
the 2020 Academy
Awards on February 9, he accepted the award

To some, cinema is
nothing more than
an entertaining way
to kill time for about
two hours; to
others, it is a form
of art that leads to
an understanding of
the world. Martin
Scorsese has
demonstrated to us
that cinema should
be the latter.

using the words of legendary director Martin
Scorsese, whom he was nominated against with
The Irishman (2019): “The most personal is the
most creative.” The name of the 77-year-old
Italian American director has been undeniably
established as one of the most resonating
in the movie-making industry. He is revered by
legions of cinephiles across the world, and
numerous textbooks on cinematography devote
some of their pages to analyses of scenes
from his legendary films.

Scorsese directed his first film, Who’s That
Knocking at My Door, in 1967. However, most

would agree that his real debut film was Mean
Streets (1973), which depicts the chaotic and
painful lives of Italian immigrants’ children
affected by the violence — and the guilt that
accompanied it—encountered in the backstreets
of New York. At that time, Scorsese, who started
out in New York City, seemed too non-main
stream when compared with some of his
contemporary film giants based in Los Angeles.
Francis Ford Coppola, who was three years
older than Scorsese, had directed The Godfather
(1972) a year before, while Steven Spielberg, who
was three years younger, broke the box office
record with Jaws (1975) two years later. George
Lucas, meanwhile, who was two years younger
than Scorsese, made — and is still making —
history in the 1970s with Star Wars (1977).
Scorsese in fact confessed that he used to feel
small among his contemporary film directors,
both commercially and artistically. And although



Photo by Tim P. Whitby / Stringer via Getty Images

spotlight

text by Jung Sung-ll

Cinema Is the Best Tool to
Understand the World

Martin
Scorsese

he was later encouraged by the fact that he won
the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival with
Taxi Driver (1976), leftist critics blasted the movie
for being “fascist.” And for being too violent. On
the other hand, Quentin Tarantino called the film
“magnificent” when he first watched it. And

why not?

Everyone would agree that the rhythmical
effect created by Scorsese’s skillful cinematic
and superb command of the camera, aided by
the slow motions and razor sharp editing points,
adds immense pleasure to movie watching.

And that’s not all: The protagonists of his films
are plagued by violence, but agonize over its use
or end up destroying themselves. The King of
Comedy (1982), which is mimicked by Joker
(2019), may start out amusing, but turns awfully
somber toward the ending.

After trials and errors, the flmmaker found
his unique voice with Raging Bull (1980). Based
on a 1970 memoir by middleweight boxer Jake
LaMotta, the film depicts boxing as a blood-
spattered sport, showing viewers how a man’s
body and soul can both be destroyed. In the split
moments of life that spin like a magic lantern,
no one is the owner of his own life. The cruelest
moments and the happiest of times are nothing
but fleeting moments. With this movie the
‘fatalist biopic’ became Scorsese’s defining
genre.

While Scorsese did not film all his movies
using the same method, he treated each of
them as if studying a man’s life. Case in point are

Good Fellas (1990), a story of Henry Hill, a man
whose life changes after a Mafia associate
moves into his neighborhood; Casino (1995),
which revolves around a couple who devote
everything to pleasure in Las Vegas; The Aviator
(2004), a film on the life of millionaire Howard
Hughes; Hugo (2011), a 3D fantasy film dealing
with the late years of Georges Méliés, a French
illusionist and early experimenter with motion
pictures; and The Wolf of Wall Street (2013),
which is based on the rise and fall of Jordan
Belfort from a genius Wall Street stockbroker to
a scammer.

In a sense, The Irishman, which competed
with Parasite for Best Picture at the Oscars,
deserves to be called a culmination of Scorsese’s
career, bringing together the director’s
methodology, genre, and long-time collaborator
Robert De Niro. Perhaps that explains why the
legendary director is displeased with Marvel
franchise movies that are long on the nonsense
of cartoon characters running amok but short on
realistic issues of everyday life. No wonder
Scorsese has openly criticized Marvel movies.

Just as director Bong quoted Scorsese,
| would like to quote him, too: “Now more than
ever we need to talk to each other, to listen
to each other and understand how we see the
world, and cinema is the best medium for
doing this.” Scorsese is a master of our time
who has amply demonstrated this point. @

Jung Sung-ll was the editor-in-chief of the monthly film magazine
Kino. He is a famous film critic as well as a filmmaker in Korea.
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text and photos by
Brandon Kim







The worlds inside and

outside a taxi are
completely separated
by the car’s windows.
Outside the taxi, the
weather may be good or
bad, and the people
passing by may be
arguing or chatting, or
smiling, but the space
inside the taxi retains a
perfect serenity as it
passes quickly and
unconcernedly through
the outside world.
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Brandon Kim is a photographer and contemporary artist. HEZ2 XL EJHHO| Xt SHCHO[E7 Tt
Earlier this year Kim launched his first solo exhibition «Error» S0l = M2 AES A2 OIS 0fA A 7121
at Gallery Marron in Samcheong-dong, Seoul. =
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text by Kim Nam-Ju
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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| was intrigued about the daily life of Kim Sawol,

a singer-songwriter known for dazzling music listeners with

tender lyrics, so | joined her in a tour of her favorite Sinchon
hangouts, where we had some frank and-unpretentious 4
heart-to-heart moments.
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Tousing Muste 2t The Bar

S0l FaH e

Climb the stairs and open the red door, and
you'll find a small, cozy space. Opposite the bar
is a space filled with empty bottles kept from
past customers, someone’s passport photo, and
all kinds of notes. It seems disorganized,

yet it's as comfortable as one’s room.

“The boisterous atmosphere of this bar
makes it a good place to have a thrilling time
with my friends,” tells me Sawol. “When | come
here, | feel so excited that | want to dance.”

The music plays a part in creating that exciting
atmosphere. Owner Kim Seong-Min, who has
been running The Bar for 15 years, is the
younger sister of Kim Dae-Woo, guitarist of the
indie band Ynot?. “In The Bar, | use the musical
sensibility that | got from my brother in our
childhood,” explains Kim.

A special attraction of The Bar is that you
can request any particular song you'd like
to hear. Hearing a favorite song in a comfortable
space is as thrilling as listening to music in
the club room back at university. | write
the title of Kim Sawol’s song “Signal” on the
request slip.

Sawol’s lyrics sink in slowly as | sip a Kahlua
soy milk. The Bar offers a wide range of
whiskies and cocktails, and any dairy products
in the cocktails can be substituted with soy milk
or Aimond Breeze. A popular snack here is the
tortilla pizza, which can be made as a light
veggie pizza, without meat.

85—

If our heart beats at the same speed in the same
place, | should be able to reach you in your
dreams. By overlapping my heart with yours,

| tried to send a signal into your dreams.
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This World Is a Playground:

Home Cooing 1or WiE SOU ssasu— o soems

In the most remote corner of a tiny alley
stretching between the Sinchon train station and
the main entrance of Ewha Womans University
there is a small and secretive store whose
layout brings back memories of grandma’s
house attic. The ethnic red fabric curtain hung
outside creates the feeling of entering a parallel
world, much like the wardrobe in the film

The Chronicles of Narnia. Upon entering, a scent
of tasty food gently tickles your nose.

The main items on the menu include
mushrooms with wild sesame on rice and
mupajang.

“Mupajang is a vegan version of the meat
stew yukgaejang,” says Sawol. “| don't get tired
of it even if | eat it every day, and as | keep
thinking of it, | often come here to eat some
more.”

All the dishes and side-dishes here are
vegan, with absolutely no animal products or
processed ingredients. Owner Wu Min-Ju opened
the restaurant out of a desire to create and
share vegan food as tasty as home cooking with
her neighbors. The restaurant’s name comes
from a favorite saying of one of her former
professors: When a student expressed concerns
about the difficulty of balancing a busy
academic life with time to have a bit of fun and
also relax, the professor always replied, “The
value of life is in the ‘here and now’, not
somewhere outside. This world is a playground.
Just play.”

Wu'’s cooking reassures us that it’s
OK to live the way you want to. Her creations fill
your whole being with the sense that today
you've lived another good day.

Ewha Womans”
University

Sinchon Station

8
Daeshin
N Elementary—]
School
S Leedae,Station:

@ 1st floor, 88-15,
Ihwayeodae-gil,
Seodaemun-gu,

Monday-Friday
11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
5 p.m.—8 p.m.

3 +82 70-7576-0386

@lets_twip

B MOET ot
88-15 15, 25

23y
11:30~15:00,
17:00~20:00

@ 070-7576-0386

@lets_twip
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Veganibessertska

H|Z4 CIME — HI7iL 1

. Sawol discovered Veganique’s desserts as if ’ £ ]ﬂl?iQJ = A5k
by destiny when she %q\ded to go vegan. “The HIZtL|T12| CIMES

moment |l tasted it, | was in love,” she recalls. #5012, HIA CIXES| M7 \
It made me realize that the world of vegan IS SHFEAZ. FALL S 0ff .
“desserts was boundless. Above all, they’re really  =SAPt B SI2X| A2 =

pretty, aren’t they?” As she says this, her A, HE|, S]E A5k M Bt X fementary

eyes grow wider, and her voice gives away the o S A MSH MEE ALEl| B i

hint of laughter. CIME= Y= oA SH7| Ok ML 2457| B @ 52-35, Inwayeoda
Veganique's desserts are made with natural QE Zt=2ol WstsiMOo R THGIH A[H H|Zdmt B EZﬁ;aemun &,

igew as sugar and fruit, and don’t d O &S 4 ‘BAE CMEE St 1:30 p.m.—9:30 p.m.

use eggs, butter orilk. ey are so pretty, - IHCE, H|Z4 *'OI'IUK oI T IIMXMOZ OtETXF @ +82 10-4518-8290

it seems a pity to eat them. When owner Kim ?.3_*2{)1 MOl H|FHO| CIXET} EtMSHCE e ):;Hi:’l olstoitz
Seul-Gi was studying as an exchange student in ME7LE= =017 UE+S CRIER StS UWH 0|7t O§2 13:30~21:30
various European countries, she wanted to ZOJZICt, “H|ZA LIE|IS ZOtSHA = MOICH H HA @ 010-4518-8290
find some kind of dessert that her vegan and AL 7t2 BR.” EXt g FR00| ZistA °E1|-H
non-vegan friends could enjoy together. 228 Hott A2 xfSko| & 01—?—31 ZUFE|Lt

After experimenting with ways of making SIHE|, X} & O{STUCH A7 Mty | TIHRE 7}
vegan food tasty and attractive, she created MS XS6Hs AE 22| H 2SWY A0|3, X
desserts with a sensuous visual appeal. ALet HiARSE 33450| A5|= S 3= E 70|27

Her desserts contain a wide range of vegetable- CHE O+C
based ingredients, revealing a variety flavors
when you tuck into them. The flavors are deep
and go well with a tasty tea.
“I like the vegan milk tea, and eve
| come here, | buy a few bottles to t away,

conf s Sawol. The taste oynilk ( rrB‘de
k is full but not ki ther leadi
€ menu in
fres Sp 'bDI
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Changse:
E\emenlary Scho

undai Uplex

hyundai
Department Store

@ 27, Yeonse-ro 11-gil,
Seodaemun-gu,

Daily 7:30 p.m.—2 a.m.

O +82 2-322-8279

@ M2 AM=114 27

0 19:30~02:00

@ 02-322-8279

Z7| 0{0ilM @2 71| 0152 =HstH ‘WS ST
= S E O3S HiiF £ Ht 0|0 0Lt
Tl | St ZHYS WFEE R0, EXF AL
7L OtS S fI2L HS I F2 7IR.)" 252 X
I{ZHAEOl 471212 ZIE|US ORA|LL HCHEH “IfztA
A2 ZHY & TR 2t FE6tH J2to|ct
=0l Cish oieret M7t o St= ZIHYS HEC
0[RS 10 2F S FSZE HEIE= 0{F7t0|Xt
SEG HHEOZE <ZHY ALS> <QAF| > SO
S HASH | Ot “ZIH U2 0Kl =F0/01Q
22 M= TS0 HiEIE0) maf Sto| MATHEZ
ECINE

AHOIZH AZEL HAHOI” RXIM0A O=Z2l=

ZIHYS USOHEHIE Q0 UL S2HYE HHICL
HHRIAT |2 CIARLS HIO|AZ S YRS =7t
=2 SFX, o7|0f ZXEE E12 S 7H0|5H
=S 80| B0 Herh 12 SEY ZHYS
HIZSHR|ZH 7|2 Hirs AEEZ HHECL 480=
=1t 5IEE 0|2¢t ZEH|US MEA M2 A =0Tt
Oz d&= ZEd

U= BAE AL, X|Hsh 6oil=
LHElE S, S5l 48 5 10FHS O[5

HIZAZ2 WAE =H| SOICt

The name Tilt comes from poker, where it

refers to reaching a state of mental or emotional
frustration. It’s a good name for a bar, where
the tired mind can be soothed by a glass of
liquor. “Here they serve cocktails appropriate to
your mood and situation,” explains Sawol.

“I often come here when | want to be alone or
console myself.”

If you feel like drinking, say, a fresh blue
cocktail, you can just order it and a bartender
with an extensive knowledge in mixology
will make you a perfect one. Ju Yeong-Jun, who
has been running Bar Tilt for 10 years, is an
expert bartender, cocktail enthusiast,
and translator of the books Cocktail Spirit and
Whisky Classified.

“A cocktail is a very appealing kind of drink,”
says Sawol. “Even with the same ingredients,
the bartender’s skill can make all the difference
to the taste.” When asked to make a cocktail
appropriate for the musician Sawol and the
month of April (“Sawol” in Korean), the
bartender produced a Wild Flower. With a base
of Bourbon whisky and Disaronno, it's a strong
drink with a high alcohol content, but the
addition of Peachtree liqueur and lime produces
a sweet touch that lingers on the tip of the
tongue.

At Bar Tilt, you can always get cocktails to
order, but the basic menu changes with the
seasons. In April, they plan to introduce a new
cocktail using flowers and herbs. They also hold
fun events. Last June, they held a contest for
making cocktails with traditional Korean liquor,
and this year they’re preparing a special event to

celebrate their 10th anniversary, on April 5.
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Take a stroll along Sinchon’s Myeongmul-gil
Street and you’ll soon spot a moon and stars
signboard that lights up the street.
This is the signboard of Café Minerva,
a coffee house that has been in Sinchon since
1975 — a quite venerable resident of the
neighborhood. Climb the creaky wooden stairs,
and you'll find an ambiance that has remained
unchanged by the passing of time. “It’s a nice,
quiet space for enjoying a cup of filter coffee,”
tells me Sawol. And it is: Sitting by the window
with the sun streaming down and closing
your eyes as you sip your coffee is enough to
give your daily routine a delectable pause.
| Minerva’s signature coffee is the siphon
cdffee, which was the most popular drink in
university districts coffee houses in the 1980s.
A siphon is a tube through which liquids can be
easily sucked up, and a coffee siphon is also
known as a vacuum coffee pot. It uses an
altl;ohol lamp like the ones used in science
classes. Steam rises up to soak the ground
coffee and extract the essence before
condensing and running back down. When you
savor a cup of coffee made this way, the bitter
and acid flavors linger on the tongue for
some time.
“Sinchon is in a university district, and
it’s always changing,” says Sawol. “Sometimes
it makes me feel a bit helpless, because | seem
to be the only one who’s standing still. I'm really
lad there’s a place like Minerva in Sinchon.”
inerva always given its customers the same
arm welcome. And the taste of its coffee is
leommensurate with its long years of experience;
what more could you ask for? @
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Eafé Minerva’s = frilblenee

@ 2nd floor, Myeongmul-
gil 18, Seodaemun-gu

Monday —Saturday

11 a.m.—10:30 p.m.;

Sunday

Noon-7 p.m. (closed
the first Sunday of ea:

month)
CafeMinerval975
@ +82 2-3147-1327

O MUiET 322 18, 25

2 EQYU
11:00~22:30,
291 12:00~19:00
Gim F= U2AU 52)

B 02-3147-1327
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TREMRT FRRVL", “TRIRHAZZIR"?
XEEREMHSNBER(FTER)RENQ ERETF
EBRERESE RERE BB XEMNALM
EHIN. FH 2R, HEAEERHEELBE S

Z—, BRI EIFEERH, SRRSERA
RREFFRALTHEN, BEEXBMANZZAR
178, ERNEREBERICMIBERREETAR
X, BHNBEZEHZHEEZITILRK. YouTuber, EEFRK
MR HIMBREHT T, FRESELRA
WER-FENFES THE DR, XX SRR
TRINIRE, (RFREFXRETE YouTube L3k i fth
HEASRIANE, B EIE R thAGRATER I A
BRI 2 RIFHEEARASMR)

KB, SRR ANE W THESR,
EmMTEEAN, B, HEBEmEFNTDME,
LSERAIERHE T, T2 ANDRAER S TEN R
RIFH, NEw—EEHEESH, REEERT/L
FERZ, HIRMETRFTNEIFEN EFZERK
FIFENMIRE 2 R N R RNZ BT &R IRE,
IR ERATEEER TR ERTEREFZIN,

AREM(FER) MNP ZHFRANEERAME
NEl. XERABFERHIM T MFHMIEERIE, B
HrEmgsil N mE,3XKN(Q2B11BE13H)5%4E
NAEHEEMTI264% FENEHEEMT
41.2%. BENE X FHEFIREN “RAM-DONG(HL
H+5%) ", XKHAMHE2AESACHAPAGURI, 11
MIEBEESREBTHEESR IO, TRERGE
YouTube ko [EAIE I Xl 7E 35 [E # H CHAPAGURIFR
RIMH,

XRAANEDECREMBET EHITTRY
SETH, 8 ERR(EF £ R ) NEERIB I #T1000 ME
BiiH, RE(FER)NARAETRIFMEILRG,
AERFAINHETHNEEPMATIEER E. ETEW
HETYEERIE, (7T D Tower &4 ETHan6gam
HHTHI40eEFEBMEE. MEHENESRE
YEERIE, B A15000% 7T, BARE, EEAR
WM, IRFEXL—HENEIN=A¥. FEH
HEHIESMNEE, N TAYINGEGEET Cote M
2020 FREMEEHIRE—HE, BHEELT—A
MISETLHNIEERE, BEF BEFBEENG
H, FEMEE(—FEE), LEMN—KEE14th
HillsiBEH TEREERRENES,

SEFERNMIEAGERTFMEBHEILER
ERIENLABET ‘TR BRAET. SERRS
ENRERS ARELZAERBPSKBE RE, X

BERAEEN, HEEHFE, ETREIRS IMNMERIE
BN, EERMIELT, REZTTEFRNERNEER
YouTuberfI3E 1/, EIRERITFENEARE, BR=X
B — XA, HAESERF(FER)BE. FTLUk,
RO KNEE, ZRHOBHRER—1F,

BiIRBE(TER) B —MBUEBARIEN LT
MTERNER. BRTMERENZEERRENNK, R
AMZEER TIMRME, KAWMETR, REBETE
FERNGHE, ST ERBERERANG? BEES
BEFRNEEFRERRBERRONEHE, §RHEMN
BRI MBI EESIE “BE(FER) BEMRE
Bk, BEFMMIARR SR —2 B RA K"
B, BEMMEEROAT X INEWTES 6 #FRIM
B, MERMERNEINEEIRE, EF—RIT
INRZRFEESE, BERMEBENEBRE TR
YouTubersSE Xl T/ B X — BE &L IR TTE B H .

MER(EEMN) WEFEE3RRE, FAFB
EHEREYR, NEBREET. B2, flEMT
KEEMHETENSMNEMREEEEBBEZT =,
REESHMEECSHEBEEN TEERERTE
B FIINEHIK LR EAR.

XENESBE?ERBM EBRNETHHT
WL 2 YouTube N EINAR, EiktHRZ YouTuber
SHBEE(FER)PHINEMIZ R, BINEFER

EHRHINYE—#FEROARSEFES. EE
EAMLNVERTBE H. T O0MSky Pizzal5EE& 1R
REBARFOLEUABEEELNEE, ESAELHN
Z, BRPRHUNZRRFARR T ERENEL,
(BAKENCOVID-19, BN SELF EHRKRE,)
REENRE, INMRENEREEENHEBCSH/N
X HRiFE L ?

BRERFEIEMTE, UNRARSEER, Fr
DUBR At ME R 2“1, MAR T8, fib
HFRNURE REETRRAEWNE X IENERA,
BRCEXMTRERNES, UEEEBENELNE
HHSK, EENREERNZ, (FER) RRNES
MERMIIRAMNEEZRRBES . SRR, X
AHBURTHARTRB? ENESER: 8,
BEXOBFRERFRNIE, MEMNZEERELRR
BNz, iE—YIE R R NRET, FEREIERAN

E, MEESRERN. @

EEAR (Vogue Korea) FIRFASRIE, MU ES, FIRRHTRT
%, FRERMRNXFICRECHER.
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Greta Gerwig, the director of this new remake of
an 19th century American novel, is considered one
of the most promising up-and-coming directors

in Hollywood. Having started as an actress

and screenwriter, Gerwig made a brilliant directorial
debut with her first full-length movie Lady Bird
(2017), whose production was nominated for

Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Actress at

the Academy Awards. Little Women is Gerwig’s
second full-length film and promises to be another
strong contender for the Best Picture award.

Greta Gerwig is one of the leading female voices of our
time, and appropriately, she has chosen for her second
film a classic feminist tale: Little Women. The novel is
set in social circumstances that demand the women’s
adherence to puritan values. Four poor but virtuous
sisters have to face the pressures of a time when they
are expected to devote their lives to dragging their
impoverished family out of poverty by marrying into
wealthier families. The story tells how these women
overcome the expectations placed on them and
advance their fortunes while clinging to their individual
values and ideals.

The novel has been adapted for the big screen on
several occasions, but Gerwig’s remake changes the
point of view by having the story narrated by the
second sister Jo (Saoirse Ronan) and shifts the action
between present and past settings.

Similar to Louisa May Alcott, the novel’s author,
Gerwig regards Jo as the character most similar to
herself when she was younger. When Saoirse Ronan
first read the scenario, she even suggested that Jo be
played by Gerwig herself. The film portrays Jo as a
highly likeable character and reveals a detailed account
of how she breaks with social conventions to become a
female writer.

The other characters from the novel are seen in
a different light in the movie, as their ambitions are
portrayed in more transparent way. The eldest sister,
Meg (Emma Watson), has a talent for acting but dreams
of a comfortable family life through marriage. The third
sister, Beth (Eliza Scanlen), is a good pianist and the
most kind-hearted of all the sisters. The youngest, Amy

©2019 CTMG. All Rights Reserved

MOVIE

LITTLE WOMEN
REINTERPRETATION OF
AN AMERICAN
CLASSIC .o

(Florence Pugh), aspires to become an artist, and with
her fiery character she is the only one in the family who
can stand up to Jo.

Interestingly enough, in Gerwig’s Little Women all
the sisters are depicted as fully-rounded characters
even while the movie centers on Jo. This gives female
audiences a few choices to identify with, aside from
the central character. In a non-traditional feminist
approach, Meg’s choice—who gives up her dream of
becoming an actress and chooses the expected and
humdrum path of marriage—is shown to have
similar value to Jo’s, who becomes a writer.

Little Women brings together Hollywood actresses
with a strong presence and makes it work. Adding to
the performances of the main stars cast in the sisters’
roles are accomplished appearances by Laura Dern,
who plays the mother who must become a strong pillar
of support for the sisters in the absence of their father,
and Meryl Streep, who succeeds in portraying the ill-
tempered aunt into a loveable character. The casting
of one of today’s most popular male actors, Timothée
Chalamet, in the role of Rory, is another win for Gerwig:
Chalamet’s characteristic effete young man image
justifies Jo’s feeling that Rory would not make a good
husband.

The film gives the strong impression that the actors
are completely comfortable with each other and
enjoying themselves, which has to do perhaps with
Gerwig’s experience as an actress. It’s a feeling that
leaps right out of the screen.

Little Women is a beautiful film in just about every
respect: in its cinematography, editing, costumes, and
music, not to mention the acting and the story itself.

It all comes together quite perfectly—a sanguine
justification for calling the director a young master.

The fatal twist at the end of the film comes as a
sweet revenge on a society that has placed women in
shackles. This is where Gerwig’s witty yet determined
cinematic ambition stands out, leaving a distinct mark
on the famous classic’s plot. This is a director that
always makes you look forward to her next work.

Kim Hyun-Min is a film journalist. She believes that while films may not be
able to save the world, they can make it a less lonely place.
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MUSIC

SUNWOO JUNG-A

SERENADE........

ho constantly breaks

Sunwoo Jung-A is' an artis
her own md:l‘g‘as_ghe_rgjnvents herself. Her next
transformation is‘difone’s guess, but she is

the future of Korean popular music, a future that
has perhaps already arrived. | 2 /

-

Sunwoo Jung-A’s third solo studio album comes
seven years after she released It’s Okay, Dear, in 2013.
Since then, she has been busy performing at festivals,
putting out a string of singles and project records,
and recording music for films. And she has expanded
her presence from the indie music scene by making
television appearances.

Jung-A should have attained fame earlier, or perhaps
be more famous by now, because she has been one
of Korea’s leading vocalists and singer-songwriters.
She can be comfortably rated in the same class as Kim
Yoon-A, Lee So-Ra, or Han Young-Ae. And because
she has been focused strictly on making music, there
are no limits in terms of how far she can go in this
industry. Jung-A is a classic artist who doesn’t divide
music by boundaries, and she doesn’t forget her
achievements and rush ahead nonchalantly to new
projects and experiments.

Apart from being a great song writer and
outstanding vocalist, Jung-A is also an excellent
producer, and she shows that ability to the full on the
Serenade album, Her voice can mesmerize listeners
like a deep and clear night. Listening to her, we feel
trapped in the music without the needing to see and
hear everything in great detail. We feel captivated
nevertheless by her melodic and rhythmical singing,
rich in tone color. Her voice combines the sound and
lyrics like a magical hologram, creating a sensuous
world that sweeps over us. Even the tactile and
olfactory senses are somehow engaged.

The 16 songs on the album are quite a lot to take
in during one hearing. Serenade incorporates the
previously released EPs Stand and Stunning, and is
true to its title by being suited for listening during the
evening hours. The free use of pop, R&B, and
electronic sounds give the album a unified texture.

The opening track, “Interview,” has a fantastic sound
arrangement, mixing Jung-A’s musical performance
prowess with her sophisticated musical composition
ability. In “Run With Me,” the tentative piano
accompaniment in the opening is transformed into
a string orchestra—a full display of Jung-A’s comfort as
a pop musician. Not every singer has the power to turn
a tune that could sound trite into a song that gets
the blood flowing.

The title track, “Serenade,” shows Jung-A’s
compassionate side, setting her longing for peace and
consolation against a dry electronic beat. In “Multi
Player,” the musical arrangement is rendered all the
more effective by its simplicity. The mood is changed
by the light beat of “Bad Word’s Travel,” which,
together with “SHUTTHEFXXKUP,” shows Jung-A’s
witty side. Her vocals fly swiftly and free over
economical musical arrangements.

Most of the tracks emphasize on Jung-A’s voice
without drowning it without creating or repeating
a uniform sound. Even while giving us a melody that
sounds universal, Jung-A’s musical composition style
steers clear of any hackneyed forms or processes,
allowing her to put her personal stamp on every song.
In “Superhero” or “Betrayal Awaits,” the vocalist
Jung-A and the producer Jung-A are equal partners.

Music critic Seo-Jeong Min-Gap is a panelist at the Korean Music Awards.
He is the author of Love of Music and Bob Dylan Doesn’t Sing the Same Song.



Images courtesy of Magic Strawberry Sound
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LONG PLAY

Editors
Black Gold: Best of Editors

text by Seo-Jeong Min-Gap

As you’d expect of a band playing New Wave
and Post-Punk music, the Editors’ songs are
rhythmic and retro in style. All the records
released by the British band are very well
crafted, so their “best of” album is nothing
short of a musical delight.

If you listen to this album, you may find
that as much as 90 minutes of your long flight
time will have magically disappeared. The
passing of time can be a tedious affair in an
airplane, but Black Gold: Best of Editors is a
sure way to replace the boredom with a more
delectable experience.

If you like this album, check out an
Editors concert on a trip to Europe this
year. Memories of dancing intoxicated by
an addictive sound and surrounded by
Editors fans from many countries can be an
unforgettable souvenir. Music is best when
it’s heard live, so grab the chance to enjoy it if
you can.
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