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cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

Moonassi
The Self

When I first heard
the name Moonassi
1 thought it was the
French Moi Aussi
(“me too”). Perhaps
that’s because | saw
a picture of someone
looking through a
drawer full of masks
with different
expressions, all
packed together like
files, wondering,
“What self should
1 live as tomorrow?”
I sighed as | thought,
“That’s what | do, too.”

1. “See through you
L7} 2O{Z A", 38x56¢m,
ink on paper, 2017

2. “Openbook | 24g mCt1”
35x52¢cm,
pigment liner and marker
on paper, 2015

Moonassi’s original meaning comes from the
Korean mu-a, meaning “no self.” Artist Kim
Daehyun (born 1980) explains how he came up
with this name: “It was an empty name that

| used, meaning that the self is nothing, as

| wanted to get close to that no-self state. When
| said it, it became mu-na, and then Moonassi,
(Mr. No-Self).” Moonassi is both the artist’s
pseudonym and the name of a character in his
paintings and illustrations.

Because the different aspects of the
Moonassi character makes you wonder whether
it’'s a boy or a monk, a person or several ones,
it keeps you guessing until you come to a
sudden realization: Although these faces look
expressionless, each one has a slightly different
expression. But instead of some revealing
emotions, the expressions act as masks that
disguise the inner feelings.

Kim Daehyun derived his character from a
Buddhist painting of the Goryeo Dynasty era
(918 -1392) that he saw in a book on East
Asian art history while studying Oriental Art at
Hongik University. With his elongated head, long
ears, narrow half-opened and half-closed eyes,
and tight-fitting black clothing, Moonassi can be
any of us. What began as an attempt by Kim
to erase the self, was reborn as a self-portrait
with a unique persona.

Kim explains the connection between the
character and the man behind it as follows:
“The subject | draw is my own mind, and it’'s
inevitable that | can’t escape the self and
only end up emphasizing it all the more. Like

anyone else, when | can’t understand myself,

| try harder. Black lines and white spaces have
unlimited power to express the distinctions
and sympathies between the self, others, and
all existence.”

After emptying everything out, you end up
with a vessel that can hold anything. Kim has
worked as an illustrator for the New York Times
and provided artwork for German, Spanish,
and British magazines, and has even been
commissioned to do artwork for scientific and
cultural journals. He has collaborated with the
French fashion brand Maison Kitsuné and the
Norwegian perfume brand Son Venin. He has
also designed record sleeve covers and painted
murals for a Thai public art festival and the
lounge of the global sharing office Wework on
Seoul’s Euljiro Street.

Kim’s artwork resonates deeply with
meditations on the sincerity of attitudes and
expressions, and the formation of relationships.
Their titles are also very appealing. Moonassi
pursues naturalness in relationships between
people, like the thin, smooth lines of destiny
seen in Buddhism. This pursuit reminds of the
nihilism of Friedrich W. Nietzsche, but it is
actually closer to an existentialism that seeks
a life of freedom. @

Moonassi’s works can be examined at the exhibition «| Draw »
at the D Museum in Seoul until September 1. In August, he will
hold a solo exhibition in Hong Kong.

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now in

her 12th year as an art specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic
Daily’s Culture Section.

Images coutesy of the artist
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“Body as a language 22| &”
29.7x126¢cm,
Korean ink on Korean paper,
2017
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1. “Stacks of you
=OtCH EFRL”, 42%29.7cm,
pigment liner and marker
on paper, 2013

2. “Ephemeral silhouette Il
5= EA 27,
33.5x46¢cm, Korean
ink on Korean paper,
2017

3. “Embraceable you Mz},
84x60cm, ink on paper,
2016

4. “What are three things
you would save
if your home were on fire?
L & X7l= W,
LS #2ls W
20x20cm, pigment liner
and marker on paper,
2016
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Moonassi
“Openbook II”
pigment liner and marker on paper
35x52cm, 2017
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edited by Ha Eun-A

i Joann Pai %ﬁ' W R
3 @sliceofpai £
i Joann Pai is a food and travel photographer based in
Paris whose goal is to discover various cultures -
around the world through their cuisines.

She co-founded Slice of Paris, an Instagrammer’s
guide to Paris, and Acornmag, a collaborative
food and lifestyle magazine.

QF mi0|= M2|0M BSdh= SAKHE ALRIZCE
%é!% Salf M MAQ| Chfet 28+ Wdsh= 0| ZHCL
QIAEITI I AHSH= Of2|e] B&S 2 ST OIX]
‘Slice of Paris’?t SAI&EI0|TAEIUS CHRE
TX| <Acornmag>E 2Y5t UL

#sliceofparis #pariseats #parisjetaime
#paris #seemyparis #mylittleparis #parisfood
#parisfrance #ig_paris
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Images courtesy of Michael Moran for Related-Oxford,

Forbes Massie-Heatherwick Studio

NYC

New York City’'s New Landmark
New York keeps evolving. Hudson
Yards, a large-scale urban
redevelopment project on the west
side of Manhattan, has become
host to a new landmark. Designed
by Thomas Heatherwick and
named Vessel, the imposing giant
honeycomb-shaped structure
consists of interlinked staircases
with some 2,500 steps. The
structure is 26 meters tall. A new
cultural arts center named The
Shed has also opened at the
Hudson Yards, while the New York
Edge observation deck is soon to
be completed.
hudsonyardsnewyork.com
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Image courtesy of Jeju Food & Wine Festival
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hudsonyardsnewyork.com

The Jeju Food & Wine Festival

The Jeju Food & Wine Festival is an event where worldwide
Michelin starred chefs create a variety of dishes

using Jeju Island ingredients. A total of 24 chefs are
participating this year. Moreover, in celebration of the
30th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Korea
and Poland, the reputed Polish chef Karol Okrasa from
Hotel Intercontinental Warsaw will showcase his culinary
skills. Meanwhile, Paul Semboshi, the first Asian sous-
chef at Four Seasons Paris, and Takayama Tatsuhiro,

a Michelin one-starred chef from Japan, and Sun-Ok Kim,
whose restaurant Meta in Singapore earned a Michelin
star, will also participate in the festival. Joining these
chefs will be Hee-Sook Cho, a Michelin one-starred living
legend of Korean cuisine. Asiana Airlines is now in its
fourth year as a major sponsor of the Jeju Food & Wine
Festival, continuing its support for the development of Jeju
Island’s culinary culture and the expansion of its tourist
industry. Part of its supporting activities include providing
free air tickets to the chefs who volunteered their time and
creativity for the event. @ Haevichi Hotel & Resort Jeju,
Maison Glad Jeju, and other venues on Jeju Island

May 2-11 @ jejufoodandwinefestival.com
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D jejufoodandwinefestival.com

VENICE

The Venice Biennale 2019

The Venice International Art Biennale, the art world’s
Olympics, turns 58 this year. This year’s edition opens
on May 11 with the main exhibition «<May You Live in
Interesting Times», curated by Ralph Rugoff, the director
of the Hayward Gallery in London. Korean artists invited
to the main exhibition are Lee Bul, Suki Seokyeong Kang,
and Anicka Yi. During the vibrant art event, the entire
Venice becomes a huge exhibition space.

@ Across Venice, including the Giardini Pubblici Park and
the Arsenale exhibition site

May 11 — November 24 (Preview May 8-10)
labiennale.org

HI58%] H|LH|X|OF H] o2

‘O1&A 2| -9 H|yX|0F H|AIL 2|7t ScHE 5835 H0|HCE.
A= 50| E Zef2| CIAEQl T 21O (Ralph Rugoff)7t
EU=5S U2 2HAl ‘May You Live in Interesting Times'2t
EHH B A JHafStC) 2 ™Al X0 FU A7IR = 018, ZME, ozt
2|7} M- =|ACE. HL|X|OF HHO| ATHE MA|HL 2 MEsH=
712401 BHF 02 2] 7| 20| 4Sdts EAIS T2 4 = 7|E|0h
@ X200 S8 L of2 M2 AL S HLA ULk

58 11U~118 24U(X 2|7 58 8~10%) @ labiennale.org

Photo © Jonathan Leijonhufvud

Liu Wei, “Microworld,” 2018, Aluminium plates Dimensions variable
Image courtesy of Liu Wei Studio & Faurschou Foundation Beijing
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STAY

Check out 't'h_(__e_se three unusual lodging fac| itfes

that will make your drear ravel come true.

textby Ha Eun-A
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Ulaanbaatar

Ger for Traveling Nomads

Halong Bay
Healing Moments at a World Natural
Heritage Site

Bonn

A Small, Unique Town

Sleep like a nomad in Gorkhi-Terelj
National Park, one of the most
scenic spots in Mongolia. Located
about a 90 minutes' drive away
from Ulaanbaatar, Terelj Star Resort
offers an authentic experience of
the ger, the traditional dwelling of
the Mongolian nomads. Step out

of the ger to get a picturesque view
of cattle and horses grazing on
surrounding pastures. Travelers can
enjoy a relaxing stay

in these exotic lodging
facilities.
tereljhotel.com
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Halong Bay is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site located about

3.5 hours away by car from

the Vietnamese capital Hanoi.
Dotted with more than 3,000
islands and islets, the area

is reputed as one of the most
fascinating cruising spots around.
Aphrodite Cruise is a luxury cruise
line in the Halong Bay area, offering
guest rooms equipped with hot spa
bathtubs and a terrace for looking
out at the ocean views. Through this
special cruise experience, you can
become a part of the panoramic
view of nature while enjoying

the refreshing ocean breezes.
aphroditecruises.com
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Located about two hours away from
Frankfurt by car, Bonn is one of the
oldest cities in Germany, boasting
2,000 years of history. It is the
birthplace of composer Ludwig von
Beethoven. The city is also home

to BaseCamp Bonn, a hostel that
has been nicknamed “the craziest
campsite.” The site is a former
warehouse that has been transformed
into a vintage faux-campsite
reminiscent of the village in the 1998
American film The Truman Show.

The guest rooms range from flower-
decorated caravans to submarines,
spaceships, beach houses, and even
vintage train cars. Enjoy an unusual
stay, as if in a small town created by
eclectic homeowners.
basecamp-bonn.de

2—HY I ARA|
DYITZE0N o 2A|12F AH2|ofl %[5
22 2,0008 JAE AHdohs, S0
71 el E EA| F SHLITH HIEHIO|
EHYSH TAIZE 2E{X UL

0|320f| ‘7HE Z 20| XI5t HEE Ol2h=
HEI0| 22 SAH H|0|AT 20|
2| St HOHe S JHR6) BHE
Aot <EEH £>5 M 2|H Sk 7H
OHSO|CH Z 40| 8215t 72| E]
g, 23, oo T, HIEIX| Rt
S CIYst ZYEQ| 0| FH|=h AT
Zt7| CH2 F2l10| o= S8 7HY o
‘AZAIO|A MCHE SRS ELHEXL
basecamp-bonn.de

Images courtesy of Booking.com, Terelj Star Resort
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HANOI The vac-Library

The VAC-Library in the
Vietnamese capital is a
children’s library built by
Hanoi-based architecture
studio Farming Architects,
which specializes in
environmentally friendly
architecture. The impressive,
jungle gym-shaped structure
runs a mini ecosystem to
teach kids about horticulture,
hydroponics, and stock
farming. Children can either
read books or play in a
playground atmosphere
here. Transparent solar
panels installed on the top
of the jungle gym structure
gather solar energy for use in
hydroponics and lighting. This
process teaches the children
about the recycling of natural
energy resources.
farmingarchitects.com

St 0] — VAC-T A2t
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farmingarchitects.com

Images courtesy of Farming Architects, Bankstown Library and Knowledge Centre

L1 BRARIES

Environmentally friendly architecture has become an important
concept in modern architecture. Eco-friendly architectural ideas are
now incorporated in libraries throughout the world.

text by Kim Na-Young
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SYDNEY Bankstown Library and Knowledge Centre

The Centre is located in AEL] —WHIAEL2 TA2H&
Bankstown, about a 40 X[ MIE]

minutes' drive from downtown — A|EL| SAI7I0|A X2 4023
Sydney, Australia. The library LT S| I AELR0

was built in 2014 with reused XIS EA XA MEE=
materials from the old town 19700l X2 AI™AE
hall. Its living Green Wall is Tz 20143 28 ¢ RO\
covered with plants, making it  7|& 7189| J{2E sl
an environmentally friendly air ~ 4,3000{ 72| AlSS 0|35t
purification system that uses ~ ZIstZ 27| M3} A|AHES

the natural filtering properties  ZtZCH EA{2H QX B St HS
of some 4,300 plants. 15 XL ‘A2 B'0| HIZ
Inside, visitors feel as if they Z1740]|Ct, AMGkSE A 20| O
have walked into a forest, OtX| 0 E0{M = motsts
not a repository of books. ZLCt st X|Sof| AX[st

The library also harnesses Y IEZ 22 of{X[Q
solar power through the B2 AMH 2H0|| 5=
solar panels installed on its S KI&HoR Tt XIS
rooftop. 8ot ot A So|ct
0 cbeity.nsw.gov.au chcity.nsw.gov.au
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Sliding Puzzle, 4,900 won
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The D Project Space Guseulmoa Billiard Z0tot= Rf71e| XES LY 0| Eiot= ﬁ?
Hall has brought together 35 Korean it X M2 E T, EXE| K] o
creators — illustrators, designers, creative 20| E0{Z 2142 1 AAMZ XHE0]| =Lt 5
directors and tattooists participating in UZAEYO0|H, CIXI0|, 1 7|E|X}l, EFFO|AE ,ﬁlﬂ
the «Goodsmoa Mart—GOODS IS GOOD» S OISt 20H0M &S ot 35HQ| 2L ZH7H7t I
exhibition, which showcases some 200 C|ZZHE AN O0|A 1&2O0IEFHOZ DL %
ok artworks and 500 merchandise items 2000f Mo| ZFE 1 5000 7He| XXE MEO|= 8
= and other goods. From key chains to bags HA| ‘ZZ20HOIEE-GOODS IS GOOD'S °
2 and mats, the illustrated items on display FZ25IA}, ‘OIEOf| M 2IQtSH Ot= M1p 44 g
E become portable works of art. The exhibition Mg, HEAZ A0 M AMEHY ZXE ST 5
< was designed on the concept of a grocery Ot H= 4~ QICt, §
S market and divided into sections including @ M2Al 847 SMYZ 85 XI5t 35 5
“Produce,” “Seafood,” “Meat,” and “Frozen,” 8 25YUMHX|, 12:00~20:00, Y 57 °
each provided with fresh goods. D daelimmuseum.org/guseoulmoa 8;0
[ B3, 85, Dokseodang-ro, Yongsan-gu, Seoul £

Open Noon - 8 p.m. until August 25;
closed on Mondays
) daelimmuseum.org/guseoulmoa
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Glass Cup, 5,900 won
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text by Kim Myun-Joong
photos by Kim Kyung-Bum
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When | took in the free-spirited energy that overflows
in every corner of this city, | felt as if my spirit was being reawakened.
And when | looked out at the beautiful views of this city from a high rooftop,
| felt as if | had become an angel myself. In LA, | fou'n'd my lost wings.
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You can find a number of -
r'murals at various Iocat|ons S

throughout LA. This one by

Colette Miller expresses the 5

\ message that we all have

ithe nature of angels within us.
/%I'here are about 20 of Mlller s

angel wings in LA.
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A Book Lover’s Oasis
The Last Bookstore

. The most popular location
for souvenir photographs
at The Last Bookstore is
the Book Hole.

. This typewriter seems
alive.

. The Last Bookstore is
California’s largest used
and new book and
record store.

. As you enter the bookstore,
you can see a gallery
space filled with art books
to your left.

1. 2tAE EAENUA © 453 S Spring St
JHEF 17| Q= OI=AF HYZQI @ +1 213-628-3499
25, D lastbookstorela.com
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You may have seen the American drama You,

which started a while back on Netflix. The main
character works in a bookstore that looks as if
it has every book in the world. The bookstore
also holds parties and other events. | found a
bookstore like that right in the heart of
downtown LA named The Last Bookstore.
Considering how the bookstore business has
been threatened with extinction due to the
proliferation of Internet bookstores and e-books,
The Last Bookstore is surely a perfect name for
this brick-and-mortar bookstore. The Last
Bookstore is California’s largest used and new
book and record store, covering a floor area of
22,000 sq. ft.. It carries over 250,000 new and
used books; it even has a space that sells
thousands of vinyl records on the ground floor.
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The Ultimate
in Kitsch
Soap Plant +
Wacko

There was never a place like this before. Is it a
gallery or a toy store? When you see the unusual
figurines and assorted bric-a-brac that fill the
space, you may think it to be a toy store, but
when you see the artworks and sculptures
displayed in the La Luz De Jesus Gallery inside
the store, it'll definitely seem like a gallery. One
thing is for sure: Whatever you look at, whether
it’s an artwork or a more common merchandise
item, nothing in the shop is ordinary.

Perhaps the keyword for this place should
be “kitsch.” From figurines that caricature the
world’s politicians to a giant statue of the Virgin
Mary, this place is full of items that would
quicken the pulse of any kitsch collector. If
you're looking for an unusual gift, this is a great
place to try and find it.
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© 4633 Hollywood Blvd
O +1 323-663-0122
D soapplant.com

1,2.

3.

The store is full of
comical figurines.

The exterior of Soap Plant
+ Wacko, with a sign for
the Hollywood Boulevard,
where the store is
located.

. Posters and postcards

that can be described as
kitsch.
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Romantic Rooftop
Perch

© 448 S Hill St
0 +1 213-802-1770
perchla.com

. Panorama of downtown LA

from the Perch rooftop

. Indie bands and DJs perform

here every night.

. The 15th floor restaurant seen

from the 16th floor rooftop

. Mrs. Fish, a Japanese

restaurant run by Perch; Fish
tanks inside Mrs. Fish
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An indie band was playing on the 16th floor, on the rooftop lounge,
their melodies floating in the sky over downtown LA. Sitting on a
comfortable sofa as | sipped my cocktail, | enjoyed the 360-degree view
of LA’s downtown skyline. At that moment there was nowhere | would
rather have been.

One floor down, on the 15th floor, a restaurant with a strong bohemian
atmosphere had its seating space divided between an inside space and
a romantic outdoor space. | took a seat outside and ordered a steak. Ah,
the romance of a steak and red wine while enjoying the sunset over the LA
skyscrapers! It's one of the greatest luxuries to be experienced in LA.

If you suddenly feel like having some Japanese food, you can go down
15 floors to the basement and visit the newly opened contemporary
Japanese restaurant Mrs. Fish.
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1. Customers relaxing on
the comfortable sofas

2. At the bar, you can order
drinks such as cocktails
and food such as burgers.

3. Mama Shelter’s ground
floor restaurant offers
Californian-style fusion
cuisine.

4. Interior of the ground-floor
restaurant

1.

2.

3.

4.
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© 6500 Selma Ave
B +1 323-785-6600
O mamashelter.com
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Mama Shelter
Rooftop

| found a relaxing place in the sky over
Hollywood. The space had plenty of soft sofas
(I call them sofas, but they were almost big
enough to be beds) with comfortable cushions
spread around on them. People were sitting and
laughing together on these comfy sofas as they
soaked up the warm California sun. In the
distance, | saw the famous Hollywood sign. The
downtown skyscrapers, South Bay, Westside,
and most of the city was visible at a glance.

This was the rooftop on the 6th floor of the
Mama Shelter. Here you can order a cocktail at
the bar or get something quick to eat, like a
burger or French fries.

If you want a proper meal, head down to
the ground floor restaurant. Among the items on
the menu are Kimchi Fried Rice and Crispy
Rice Bibimbap, made in Californian style by the
Korean chef.
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1. As you step out of the
elevator, you'll see an
outdoor swimming pool.

2. This is a popular place for
couples on a date.

3. The lounge and bar space
are covered by a roof.
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@ +1 323-366-8007
D thehighlightroom.com

Way Above
in the Sky
The Highlight
Room

Diagonally across from the Mama Shelter is The
Highlight Room, on the rooftop of the Dream
Hotel. When you step out of the elevator and see
the outdoor swimming pool and the panorama of
LA, you can’t help gasping in wonder.

Beside the swimming pool are plenty of
sunbathing chairs and spaces divided by
partitions. Any one of these spaces makes an
excellent place to enjoy a cocktail and have a
leisurely break from the pressures of work. The
lounge and bar space are shielded by a roof, so
you can enjoy the views of the LA skyline
regardless of the weather. As the location is
higher than the Mama Shelter, you'll get an even
finer view of LA.
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A Million-Dollar
Night View

The Griffith
Observatory

| wonder if you remember the scene from the film
La La Land when Mia (Emma Stone) and
Sebastian (Ryan Gosling) drive out one night and
go into an art-deco-style building. That building is
none other than the Griffith Observatory.

The first thing you see when you go in is the
famous Foucault’s Pendulum. Mia and Sebastian
walked around this actual location and started to
dance the waltz. Then they went into a room with
an astronomical telescope and waltzed through a
sky filled with stars. This was the Samuel Oschin
Planetarium, also at the Griffith Observatory.

But the reason people come here is not

1. Foucault’s Pendulum 1. TH9| XX}, @ 2800 E Observatory Rd found inside, but rather outside the observatory.
2. Exterior of the Griffith 2. J2|OA M &, O +1 213-473-0800 . . . .

Observatory 3. J2|IA MSEO|A Hi2t= O griffithobservatory.org The night view of the city from here is really worth
3. Night view of downtown S AN A AL OFA. a million dollars. When you look out over the

LA from the Griffith . . .

Observatory sparkling city at night, you can understand why

it's called the “City of Angels.”
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City of the
Future b

Night
The NoMad
Hotel

Los Angeles
Rooftop

If you want to see a close-up of the LA

skyscrapers at night, try the NoMad Hotel Los
Angeles Rooftop. The 360-degree views of the
downtown LA skyline from this vantage point will
have you feel as if you have entered a film set for
a movie about a city in the future.

At the far end of the long swimming pool here
is a statue with a grotesque expression. The
statue represents Orcus, a god of the underworld
in ancient Roman mythology. In the wide open
mouth of Orcus, a bonfire is forever burning.

The sunset from here is pretty, but the spot
is also known for a top view of the beautiful
Californian sunrise.
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. The NoMad Hotel Los

Angeles Rooftop surrounded
by the skyscrapers of
downtown LA

2. A bonfire burns in the mouth

of the statue of Orcus.

. The brightly lit swimming

pool makes a striking
contrast with the dark night
sky.
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1. Outside the theater, the 1. SLI0|E|E OFE|AE Q| 7HItO| @ 929 S Broadway
United Artists sign remains 2 0L Q= =& 2|2 0 +1 213-623-3233
displayed. 2. 1EAYL 292719 D acehotel.com/

2. The classy atmosphere of 2 LS, losangeles
the theater’s interior 3. ROE YAHOAE =BHE

3. The rooftop Upstairs is Zt=1 QICt.
equipped with a swimming
pool.
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The Attraction
of “Newtro”
Ace Hotel
Downtown

Los Angeles

The writing on the building says not “Ace Hotel,”
but “United Artists.” United Artists! Wasn’t that
the film studio founded by the legendary actor
Charlie Chaplin and director D. W. Griffith in
19197 The Ace Hotel was born after the
remodeling of that historic building in 2014. The
theater inside preserves all the grandeur of a
century ago, and it still presents films, concerts,
and performances.

The hotel interior is modern and casual.
Nevertheless, you can still find traces of the old
Gothic style here and there. If preserving
something old while adding one’s own personal
feel and interpretation is the essence of the
“newtro” trend, the Ace Hotel is a perfect
example of newtro. @

In cooperation with the Los Angeles Tourism &
Convention Board (discoverlosangeles.com) and the Brand USA
(gousa.or.kr) / Advisor. Laura Rodiguez

Asiana Airlines has round-trip flights twice a day
between Seoul (Incheon)—-LA.
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LOS
ANGELES

PLUS_~_

Here are three places currently popular
with Los Angeles’ hipsters.
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Mi Corazon

If you want to taste the best

Mexican food in LA, this is the
place to go. Everything on the menu is
excellent, but we especially recommend
the fajitas. The sophisticated Mexican-
style interior and subtle lighting create
a romantic atmosphere. Lowrider
Margaritas, over 60 Tequilas and
Mezcals, and a cool Mexi-goth vibe
make this a one-of-a-kind bar in Silver
Lake. & 2609 Hyperion Ave
A +1 323-522-3320 @ mi-corazon.net
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© 2609 Hyperion Ave

0 +1 323-522-3320

mi-corazon.net

EightyTwo
0 This is perfect bar located in
the Downtown Art District to
indulge in your '80s and '90s arcade
nostalgia. It's equipped with pinball
machines and electronic games that
were popular in the 1980s, such as
Street Fighter and Galaxy. In this space
filled with exciting rock music from the
1980s, you can enjoy a nostalgic video
game or just have a beer.
©@ 707 E 4th PI @ +1 213-626-8200
eightytwo.la
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eightytwo.la

Banc of California Stadium
Los Angeles has plenty of
famous sports teams, such as
the LA Dodgers (baseball) and the LA
Lakers (basketball). LA is also the
home of Los Angeles FC, a pro soccer
club. Their Banc of California Stadium
was opened last year and it will be a
venue for the 2026 World Cup and the
2028 Olympics.
2 3939 S Figueroa St
O +1 213-519-9900
bancofcaliforniastadium.com
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tasty road

text by Kim Na-Young
photos by Kim Na-Young and
Max Whittaker
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California is at the forefront

of American fine dining.

The recently published Michelin
Guide on the basis of states
rather than cities has turned
the attention of many food
lovers to California and the
many world-class chefs working
here. From deliciously simple
street foods to Michelin starred
restaurants that present the
ultimate in culinary refinement,
my taste buds were in seventh
heaven throughout my tasty
California trip.
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| took the first steps of my gourmet tour of
California in Sacramento, when | attended an
event that announced the publication of the
Michelin Guide California 2019. Held at the
Golden 1 Center, in the heart of Sacramento,
the event also featured food tastings and
cooking demonstrations by world famous
Michelin-starred chefs.

Among California’s well-known star chefs
participating in the event were Thomas Keller, a
legend in the American culinary world (the first
American chef to receive three Michelin stars);
Corey Lee of Benu; Michael Tusk of Quince; and
Val M. Cantu of Californios. Cooking
demonstrations were also given by chefs from
overseas, including Alvin Leung of Hong Kong's
Bo Innovation and Anh Sung-je of Korea’s Mosu.

When the carefully prepared dishes by these
master chefs came to the table, it was a
succession of wonders. Not often does one get
the opportunity to taste multiple courses
prepared with such loving care by several world-
class chefs. My taste buds were in for a real
treat thanks to the individuality, creativity, and
carefully calculated flavors that these chefs had
put into each dish.

The Californian wines that were served with
the meals perfectly complemented the food,
enhancing the abundance of flavors. My long
gourmet tour was off to a flying start.
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SACRAMENTO

1st
Stop

. Caviar prepared by chef

Michael Tusk at an event
announcing the publication
of the Michelin Guide
California 2019

. Each time a fine dish came

to the table, everyone took
photographs of it.

. A cooking demonstration

by Michael Tusk, who runs
the Michelin three-starred
restaurant Quince
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After the Sacramento event, | headed to Bogle
Vineyard for some wine tasting. Located in
Clarksburg, near Sacramento, Bogle Vineyard
belongs to a vineyard with a 50-year history.
From humble beginnings on a small plot of land
in Clarksburg, the vineyard has grown into one
of America’s top 10 wine producing regions,
covering an area of over five square kilometers.
Most of the wine produced here is consumed in
the US.

“The Bogle Winery was awarded a green
medal for sustainable wine making,” says Warren
W. Jody, the PR director of the vineyard.

“We pride ourselves on maintaining a sustainable
environment for the next generation.”

Among the various wines | tried during the
wine tasting, the one that impressed me most

was one of Bogle Vineyard’s leading wines:
the Phantom Chardonnay. Besides the specially
prepared wine bottle design, it’s interesting
how you can use the Augmented Reality Wine
app on your mobile phone to scan the label
and get an automated explanation about that
particular wine.

| didn’t know much about the process
whereby the grapes that had soaked up the
dazzling sunshine of California are transformed
into exquisitely flavored wine. But | felt that if
| learned more, then perhaps | could identify the
multiple layers of taste and fragrances in this
complex, delicate wine—beginning with a scent
of fresh apple, then moving to an exotic
perfume, and finally ending with a taste

reminiscent of a freshly baked apple pie.
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. A margherita pizza, the
genuine ltalian article at
the Oakland restaurant A16

. | experienced the local
food and culture
through the Rockridge
Neighborhood Heritage
Food Tour. The photograph
shows a morning bun
at La Farine Bakery.

. Our tour guide, Lauren,
is stopping in front of
a tiled wall to explain
about the history of the
neighborhood.
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The final destination of my fine dining tour was
Oakland, where | joined a food tour. My group
walked around the Rockridge neighborhood of
Oakland for over three hours, tasting food and
appreciating the culture associated with it.

The tour began with a morning bun at La
Farine Bakery, founded in 1977; it then
continued with freshly boiled handmade
sausages garnished with a special sauce, crispy
chicken tacos and homemade margarita (made
with tequila and sake), an ice cream that takes
the name of the local neighborhood Rockridge,
Neapolitan pizza with wine; and finally ended
with Raclette cheese at the Market Hall. The
interesting commentary of our guide Lauren was
as satisfactory as the various foods that filled
me up to the max.

The place | liked most on the tour was
A16, an Italian restaurant specializing in
Neapolitan pizza. Normally it is only open only
for apertivo (before-dinner drinks and snacks)
and evening meals, but it served pizza and wine
at lunchtime specially for the food tour. Hot
pizza—freshly baked in a charcoal oven that
brought out the full flavors of the ingredients —
was accompanied by a slightly sparkling red

Nl ErouRE
o S

wine, which made this a perfect combination
that has remained engraved in my sensory
memories.

The final port of call on this wide-ranging food
tour was Commis, a contemporary restaurant
that has been awarded two Michelin stars for
each of the last four years. This was probably the
longest and most luxurious multi-course meal of
my life, with a 12-item tasting menu and a pairing
of wine or sake with each dish.

Commis is run by James Syhabout, a chef
with a Thai mother and a Chinese father, who
has trained in some of the world’s top
restaurants, including Spain’s El Bulli and
England’s The Fat Duck. Dishes that embodied
his unique creative culinary vision of harmony
between East and West kept coming to the
table, catching the eye with their striking
presentations. It was a richly satisfying meal
that provided a fitting climax to my culinary tour
of California. @

In cooperation with Visit California and Visit Oakland

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—San Francisco.




Image courtesy of Visit Oakland / Photo: Vanessa YapEinbund

The contemporary
restaurant Commis serves
sophisticated and artistic
multi-course meals. For an
even more luxurious fine
dining experience, choose
the pairing option, where
each course is paired with
an appropriate drink.
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experience

Kimpton Sawyer

Hote

From the moment | entered the hotel’s lobby,

| felt a vibrant energy. Right next door, in the
Golden 1 Center, a basketball match between
the Sacramento Kings and the New York Knicks
was about to begin.

During check-in, the clerk behind the reception
desk asked me, “Have you ever seen an NBA
basketball game? If not, now is your chance. I'll
help you book a ticket.” And so | had the good
fortune to watch an NBA basketball match live
for the first time in my life.

During my stay at the Kimpton Sawyer
Hotel, this vibrant energy seemed to follow me
everywhere. The hotel sent me texts in real time
at the phone number | provided to check whether
| was experiencing any inconvenience. | also
received useful information about things that
were happening in the hotel, such as the time
when wine was available free.

| liked the stylish guest room with its
contemporary design, and the hotel had all the
amenities that one would expect from a boutique
hotel, such as a sophisticated-looking swimming
pool and the Revival Bar, for a fine cocktail.
There’s no better place to start the day as a
visitor in an unfamiliar city. The staff’s warm
welcome will put you in a positive mood right at
the start of your journey.

sawyerhotel.com

[ 500 J St, Sacramento

dE &0 54

ZH|0f| SOIMEMSE &7|% 7|120] Z=ELh
OHY HE2 Hof| /IX|3E == & HEf|A
MIAZHHE LA O 78 HA9 57 H 0|
EXMR|7| 2017 WZOICH MA2S St =E
214 M HA Z20] SUC. “NBA E7|1E &2

A ALL? glttH 50| 712|012, B2 o2
ZAEAQ!” HiE0| L= Mo S NBA 57
4715 Hasts d2S =/

ZE 20 S| HF= LW O] 27| 7t
CHEtCHent. S8 M3l o Y2H HetHS 2
ZAE Sl Al 32 0|80 2HE2
Ao 2 20 4IH JEHNRM. £
A2 OHIE, O|SHH AQIS B2 EL £ U=
o121 Oty S= YT QVISH 0|8 & UL

SO CIRFQI| ABtUR|AISH ZHA2 OHZ 0
& S, MEE YL ZHUS 57/7]
Ht 2[HIOIE S FE|S SHNM 7|CHE 2= QU
BE WS SFMNI= 2450] SORF AULL
S T A0 ZEGH O|Io 2 M SRS AlIXSH|0f
CI0| E2 RO|Ct, m5est etiet 8l S=

IO 2 oS AlEHE 4+ U oLk,

Claremon

A Fairmon

| was surprised by the inclusion of the word “spa”
in the hotel’s name. Having failed to adjust to the
time difference, I'd been going through my journey
without sufficient sleep, and | was starting to

feel exhausted physically and mentally. Among
the various appealing spa programs, | chose

the Scrub Course, and after experiencing that,

| enjoyed a hot bath while looking out over the
attractive surrounding scenery. | felt as if all my
senses were awakening again.

Revived by this fresh feeling, | started
wandering around the hotel. It struck me that
this was a hotel that had preserved a very classic
American style. It was originally built as a private
residence at the height of the California Gold
Rush era, then converted into a hotel in 1905.

In its history of over 100 years, it has been
developed quite a lot. At the last remodeling, it
added a fitness center with the most advanced
equipment, as well as a swimming pool and ten
tennis courts. Company workers come here now
to use the hotel’s exercise facilities.

While you’re here, look out the window around
sunset: The Golden Gate Bridge stands against
the background of a slowly reddening sky, just like
in a picture. You're also only 10 minutes away on
foot from the University of California at Berkeley,
so why not enjoy a walk on the college campus?

Club&Spa

Hotel
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@ 41 Tunnel Rd, Berkeley
fairmont.com/claremont-berkeley

Images courtesy of Kimpton Sawyer Hotel, Claremont Club&Spa A Fairmont Hotel
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travel essay
text by Kim Myun-Joong / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun *
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Palau is a utopla for divers. But even if only snorkelmg in Palau you will see many of the creatures that every dlver Iongs to.;-
see: manta rays, Napoleon fish, sharks, and: glant clams. In Palau you can .even have the remarkable experlence of swnmmmg m :
. the company of thousands of nonpmsonous jellyfish.
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A Gathering of Giant Clams: last long. In the waters of Clam City, you see such enormous clams? In the
Clam City where hundreds of giant clams live waters of Palau they’re at home.

| can see at a glance that this clam is together, this scene soon becomes quite

well over 40 inch wide. At first sight, this common. | see some free-divers trying

giant clam with its mouth wide-open is to quickly tquchlthe flesh of these giant'

“-quite scary, but the fear doesn'’t . Clams. Where é‘ESQ_'ih.‘{h' _'w'o'rl'd ‘can &
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alf Water, Half Fish: Cemetery ~fish bites my thumb. From time to time, ' '
T -. w X .

wi

If fi _ 1 bursting with li [ ~ I'see a big fish with a sullen expression
eration: Among Pala ~ yellow ] ‘—the Napolgon fish.
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Floating in Space: Jellyfish Lake

I'm in the water, all right, but it feels

like I'm floating in space. Millions of
jellyfish are lazily floating all around me.
The slow movements of these
transparent, peach-colored jellyfish are
as graceful as a ballerina’s steps. When

a jellyfish brushes against my skin, it
feels as soft and gentle as jelly. This
place was once submerged in the sea,
but it became a lake as a result of
volcanic action. Having lived in this
isolated lake without natural enemies
throughout the ages, the jellyfish have

s e
AP d

lost the need for poison, so they have
evolved into a nonpoisonous species. @

In cooperation with Asiana Airlines Palau Branch,
GoPro (gopro.com)

Asiana Airlines has round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—Palau twice weekly.
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getaway
text by Yang Seul-A / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

Seaside Village Diary

It took me an hour and a half by road to get to Shirahama from Osaka’s Kansai International
Airport. In this quiet seaside village with outstanding scenery, delicious food, and all

the requirements for a perfect holiday, | was able to rediscover the simple and slow-paced
happiness that | had been forgetting.
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Marvels of the Sea

Shirahama is a resort town located at the
southern tip of the Japanese mainland. From here
you can see the sea wherever you look. It’s only
natural that the name “Shirahama” is the
Japanese word for “white sand beach.” The sea
that meets the land at Shirahama moves as

one body, yet on the shore no two scenes are

ever alike.

The Sandanbeki Rock Cliff is a line of sheer
rock cliffs that stretches almost 2km from north
to south, measuring about 50-60m in height.

In the past, the local fishermen used to watch the
passing boats and shoals of fish from these

cliffs, but today people mostly just watch the black
waves breaking into white foam on the jagged
rocks.

A building to the right of the Sandanbeki
Observation Deck has an elevator that takes
24 seconds to descend 36m to the entrance of
a cave. The little room or shrine inside the cave
provided a hiding place for the Kumano water
forces during the Heian era (794-1185). The
history is impressive enough, but the marvels of
nature are even more awe-inspiring. The fierce
waves that hollowed out this deep cave by crashing
against the rocks over the centuries are all the
more impressive when you see them at close
quarters.

Sandanbeki is a rock formation that rises
to the south of the Senjojiki Rock Plateau,

a nationally designated Place of Scenic Beauty.
Unlike the south, a low-lying area spreads out
in the north. Formed by the erosion of the white

base rock, the landscape resembles a giant

1.

Panorama of Shirahama
from a distance

. Senjojiki’s unique

topography

. Rough waves crash into

the Sandanbeki Cave.
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tatami mat. The striking contrast between the
white rocks, the blue sky, and the sea makes an
excellent background for photography; here you
can just randomly press the shutter.

Much like Senjojiki, Engetsuto Island is a
nationally designated Place of Scenic Beauty and
a must-see spot for photography. The central
part of this little island south of Rinkaiura Beach is
pierced by a round hole formed by centuries of
erosion. Around sunset, if the time and weather
are just right, you may catch the remarkable sight
of a red sunset seen through this hole—an
iconic image of Shirahama.

Shirarahama Beach makes you realize why
Shirahama is such a famous vacation spot
(visited by more than three million people each
year). Considered the best beach in the Kansai
region, this exotic beach is packed with colorful
parasols and crowds of people throughout

the summer holiday period. As befits an area

known for its hot springs, outdoor footbaths are
provided near the beach and can be used free
of charge.

Real Local Flavor

After spending some leisurely time in the seaside
village of Shirahama, you may start feeling
peckish. Luckily, you'll find plenty of excellent local
spots for a bite to eat. Kagerou Café (Fukubishi
Corp) is a historic cookie shop that has been
carrying on a tradition of nearly 90 years. The
cookies here, including the yuzu monaka, kagerou,
and hamayu, are local specialties that the people
of Wakayama Prefecture mention with great

pride. If you visit the main branch of the shop, be
sure to try the Nama kagerou. The soft wafers
filled with fresh cream instead of butter cream are
sold only at this branch. The venue also offers



. Engetsuto Island around
sunset

. Nama kagerou is available

only at the café’s main

branch.

. Inside the main branch of
Kagerou Café
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a food menu that includes pork cutlet sandwiches,
egg sandwiches, and pasta Bolognese.

Ginza Street can be found on a back alley
near the Shirarahama Beach—but don’t expect it
to be anything like Tokyo’s famed Ginza District.
This narrow alley lined with cafés, restaurants, and
bars has a tranquility far removed from the
brilliance of Tokyo’s Ginza.

Here the Mamenoyu annex of Tsukumo was
opened in 2017 as a café that serves meals,
desserts, and coffee. Its spacious interior on two
floors has a warm yet classy atmosphere. The
decorations that fill the space, including French
pictures, lighting, books, and CDs, are all uniquely
interesting. Specialties include the Nel Drip Coffee,
made from coffee beans prepared by roaster and
photographer Jumonji and filtered during brewing
with flannel material, and the Mizudashi Ice Coffee,
made by soaking the coffee beans in cold water
for 20 hours before straining. If you order a set
that includes a drink and dessert, you can also
sample the café’s handmade desserts.

The Tsukumo Bar One is located one minute
away from the Mamenoyu annex. The bar was
established on Ginza Street 13 years ago. The
owner settled here after traveling the world and
falling in love with Shirahama, which reminded him
of Amalfi in Italy. He wanted to create a space
where locals and tourists could mingle naturally.
The food is cooked from local Wakayama
ingredients on a charcoal stove and drinks include
organic lemonade, Nagisa beer, and Bourbon
whisky, making this bar a place where visitors can
open their hearts.

If the mention of Shirahama'’s local beer
Nagisa sounds interesting, a brewery tour is
recommended. The Nagisa beer takes its name
from an old house name handed down through the
generations. The beer is brewed with the excellent
local water, plus barley and hops from America,
Germany, and Australia. About four to eight flavors
of beer are usually available at any one time,
including pale ale, golden ale, and American wheat
beer. All of them have a rather mild, easily
enjoyable flavor. @

In cooperation with Wakayama Prefecture and InpainterGlobal
(inpainterglobal.com)

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights 6 times a day
between Seoul (Incheon/Gimpo)—Osaka (Kansai).




. Upstairs at Tsukumo’s
Mamenoyu annex

. A barista prepares
a “nel drip” coffee.

. Nel drip coffee and a
handmade dessert set

. The exterior of the
Tsukumo Bar

. A cocktail at the
Tsukumo Bar

L MF0 HA O LR 28,

L2 EE AIE Wel=
Hi2| AEL

. & EY Amet X LNE

ME.
. MF HE QIR
. AASE B ZHH|Y.

ZatE MEE
ULt

71 12 AH2(0fl A= AR2 H= BT
Ot L= R 7t 4717] 133 Zof| 21Xt AHZ|ofl HA X}2]
EULE MA 2t=5 GHolrt O|FE|0F OIHTE T2

Al7|H OS] =X LINER StE +

Al25t0tol s IR0 BAS tEE SXIQLL oK}
AAYYO| 012 4 Y= BUS DS ML
9A710IHA XHZ 2 BIEIS 083 BIE S4L R7Is

YZHOIE, LIZ|AL HF, HHQIAT| S SRt &5 A0
TL 'I"_I'I'El'E Df% | . hi
Al2kStO CHEE 22RO LEZ|AL B=0f 2+4O0] MZACHH
HE20f2|2 AsisRs

AL FH I LIIATE 2

20/ 012, S, 539 Wole} & 52 Ciof YxIC
Y O, BE Y, 0217t 9IE S 2 487X
WEE MEOICL, FMHINOR HERIS MOt 5258

7H|X| 2410 ==Lt EA Ot 2= QUCL @

FX B A7tor0rs, QIH[QIE =2 S (inpainterglobal.com)

OPAIOILIZIE 2 M (QIR/UE)-RATHZINO)) 722
e 62 9% SEELCL

S




experience

Vacation in Style

The Shirahama Key Terrace

Hotel Seamore
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The five types of guest rooms — suite,
deluxe, moderate, standard, and
Japanese — all have views of the
beautiful Shirahama shore. The scenery
seen through the large picture windows
looks as delightful as a painting in a
frame.

While in Shirahama, don’t miss the
chance to experience one of Japan’s top
three traditional hot spring resorts: the
Shirahama Onsen. Here, in the Yukata
Lounge, you can choose something
nice to wear before heading for the
bathing pools. At the seaside spa, you
can soak in a hot spring pool, seasonal
pool, or sitting pool (each having a
different temperature) before moving to
the highlight of the resort — the three-tier
outdoor spa pool. In the standing pool,
which has a depth of 120cm, | felt as if
| was soaking in the sea rather than in
a hot spring pool. The rhythmical sound
of the waves here creates a feeling of
peace of mind and body.

After bathing, | felt suddenly hungry.
Warouda is a Japanese restaurant
located in the building adjoining the
building with the guest rooms. From the
counter seat that | had reserved, | could
see the rolling Shirahama sea through
the big windows. In the center of the hall
behind the counter seats was a big water
tank that supplied the fresh fish. The
sushi made by the specialist chef simply
melted in my mouth.

The Tetti Bakery and Café on the
hotel’s ground floor is just the place to
head to after your meal of sushi. The
freshly baked bread and cakes here will
remove any remaining hunger you may
still feel.

The Kukulu Shop and Infinity
Footbath, also located on the ground
floor, are good places to visit before
check-out time. The 30m-long Infinity
Footbath is perfect for relaxing while
gazing out over the Pacific. The shop,
with its collection of Wakayama specialty
products, can supply any souvenirs that
you may wish to take back with you.
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text by Kim Na-Young
illustration by Icinori

ICINORI'S VIEW OF SEOUL

The artist duo team Icinori notched up

no less than four long stays in Seoul between 2014 and 2017,
during the summer and winter seasons.

To them, Seoul is a “city of detail.”
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“Contemporary Chaekgeori”
(traditional still-life painting of
“books and things” shelves)
SR O 2 RalAl3t 2472
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Icinori is the working name of an artist duo and
also the name of their studio. The two artists and
visual designers—Frenchman Raphaél Urwiller
and Mayumi Otero, a French woman of Spanish
and Japanese background —are active in many
fields, including art book publishing.

Urwiller and Otero traveled to Seoul together
repeatedly, observing the city and collecting
materials which they used for their detailed yet
passionate illustration and design work. They
discovered the city by walking through it. These
are their insights on Seoul:

“We think of Seoul as a city that slides among
the mountains. It’s also a city of architectural
models. The shapes form groups that look lithic
and give an unusual feeling. The diverse buildings
often have special details, and they may even

look like toys. Every 500 yards, the city changes
its spirit. The city doesn’t express itself through a
whole representative element, but it's rather a
city of lists. It might be called a city of details.”
Fascinated by Seoul’s long tradition and
history of performing arts, Icinori delved into the

city’s tiniest elements of historical and modern
everyday life. The artists skilfully draw the many
details that make up the life of the city—the fast
pace of life, the busy streets, the vast crowds of
shoppers, the salespeople engrossed in their
work, the street food, the K-pop culture, or the
energy that comes to life at night.

“Seoul is an organic city, with astonishing
creative energy,” explained the two. “It's a mix of
the baroque and the modern. A miracle of the
ephemeral and the elegant.” @
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“K-pop Bands and Noraebang
(karaoke) Singers”
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“Shop Signs”
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“Peace Walk,
in Front of the Gyeongbokgung”
Hsts 7|25t
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“Tongin Market” “Shoe Atelier, Seongsu-dong”
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“Haechi (legendary creature,
symbol of Seoul city)”
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The Louis Vuitton Travel Book
collection inspires readers
to travel through the creative
world of distinguished artists
and promising young talents.
The selected artists for

each city tell the city’s story
through their diverse modes
of expression including
sketches, illustrations,
collages, and cartoons.
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spotlight
text by Choi Hyo-An

Korea’'s Original
Fashion Designer
Nora Noh

Even if you're not interested in clothes or don’t think that
fashion matters, you’ve probably heard the names of
fashion designers Coco Chanel, Christian Dior, and Yves
Saint Laurent. What you might not have heard, however,
is the name Nora Noh — Korea'’s first fashion designer.
Noh started designing around the same time as the big
names mentioned previously, and is still making
beautiful clothes today.

| first met Nora Noh on a spring day in 2007. She
was then 79 years old. | was a journalist in the
Cultural Department at the SBS Broadcasting
Service, and | had heard that a certain fashion
designer was still working as she approached her
80th birthday. | planned to get information for a
program about her life, wondering if there was
sufficient news value to it. | had never done a
long interview with someone at this age before,
so | was worried whether she would be able to
speak clearly enough (if during an interview the
subject doesn’t communicate clearly, the
program doesn’t come across well). But the
moment | stepped inside her studio, | realized
how needless my concerns had been.

Even now, 12 years after the interview,
| remember Noh busily working on a pattern in
her studio. | had never seen before such a
healthy and attractive woman, regardless of age.
Her ample height and straight back made her
look especially slim, and she wore high heels to
enhance her body line. Her long eyelashes,
stylish black outfit, and clear voice that slipped
easily into my ears made Noh’s age difficult to
guess.

Twelve years on, Nora Noh is even more
surprising at the age of 90. Her energy is not as
strong as when she was 80, but her positive
outlook on life and her innate wit and humor are
unchanged. Above all, she still adorns herself in
a most stunning way and continues her daily

design work with unrelenting diligence.

Noh held her first fashion show in 1956, at
a time when the scars of the Korean War were
still healing. It was the first formal fashion show
in the Republic of Korea, and from then on her
footsteps guided the course of the Korean
fashion history. In 1966, she introduced ready-
made fashion clothes in Korea, opening an era
when anyone could buy and wear trendy clothes.
She subsequently became the official clothing
designer for successive First Ladies, from Yuk
Yeong-Soo (wife of 3rd President Park Chung-Hee)
to Yi Hui-Ho (wife of 8th President Kim Dae-Jung).

Noh'’s success extended in all areas of culture
—she was a pioneer in film, theater, and stage
costume design. As Korea'’s first film costume
designer, she presented her designs of era-
appropriate clothing in hundreds of Korean
movies, playing an irreplaceable role in produc-
tions that ranged from Shakespeare’s Hamlet
to Korean dance and ballet during the dawn of
Korean popular culture, in the 1950s-1970s.

Noh was also a pioneer of popular culture.
Her miniskirt designs for singer Yoon Bok-Hee
created waves in the conservative Korean society
of the 1960s. The pantaloon fashion that’s so
popular in Korea today (trousers that get wider
below the knee) was also introduced by Noh as a
stage costume for the female singer duo Pearl
Sisters. Noh became Korea’'s first star stylist with
her designs of stage and film costume concepts
for Yoon Bok-Hee, Um Aing-Ran, and other top
stars of the day.

Nora Noh’s impact on the Korean fashion and
textile industry was equally significant. She broke
into the American market in the 1980s-1990s,
exporting high-quality women’s clothing made of
Korean silk to the value of $10 million per year.
Her export figures have set a record that stands
to this day.

Noh’s ability to work for more than 60 years
in the fashion industry was possible due to the
can-do spirit inherited from her parents. If Noh
raised the curtain on Korean fashion, her parents
did the same for Korean broadcasting. Her father,
Noh Chang-Seong, was an engineer who helped
introduce broadcasting to Korea in 1927 as a
founding member of the first radio station on the
Korean peninsula: Kyungsung Broadcasting. In
1949, he laid the foundations for South Korean

Images courtesy of Nora Noh



broadcasting by taking office in the government-
run Seoul Central Broadcasting Service—the
predecessor of today’s KBS. Nora’s mother,
meanwhile, was Korea's first radio announcer
(she famously took part in the historic first
broadcast on the Korean peninsula on February
16, 1927). Parents and daughter of the Noh
family were pioneers in two pillars of Korean
culture: fashion and broadcasting.

For all her work successes, Noh’s personal
life did not run smoothly. Her first marriage ended
in a painful divorce, and her second marriage
also ended painfully. Despite this, looking back
over her life, Noh feels grateful. She says that her
personal hardships made her live all the more
energetically, and as a result she has had a
happy life.

Today, at the age of 90, Noh goes to work
every morning without fail and spends up to

seven hours working on her designs. She is

helped by her nephew’s wife and great-niece, who
is carrying on a successful business, with
clothing exports to markets that include the US
and Europe.

Nora Noh has made history by writing the first
page in Korean fashion and becoming the oldest
active designer. She sums up her life by
emphasizing work: “Work is noble. So long as
people do the work they are given energetically,
they have a meaningful existence. I'm a person
who has lived simply, just doing the work | had to
do.” Her life is in itself the history of modern and
contemporary Korea, as well as a living guideline
to the attitude we should adopt in life. @

Choi Hyo-An is a former SBS journalist, currently in charge of
public relations at the Ministry of Trade, Industry, and Energy.
Choi has published the critical biography Nora Noh, Founder of
Korean Fashion.
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