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text by Cho Sang-In

Return of a Master
Quac Insik

“Work”
53x83cm,
lithographs on paper,
1981

The National Museum of Modern Contemporary
Art (MMCA) Gwacheon is holding an exhibition
from June 13 to September 15 commemorating

the centennial anniversary of the birth of Quac
Insik (1919~1988), a Korean master modern
artist. The exhibition is the largest yet dedicated
to Quac, featuring some 200 of the artists’s
works and 100 of his artifacts. Some of Quac’s
artworks that had been previously hidden in the
storage house of his workshop in Seoul, saw

the light of day for the first time since the artist’s
passing 30 years ago.

In one of Quac’s paintings, petals of a fully
blossomed flower can be seen landing on a
canvas while fleeting soap bubbles are seen
taking flight. The painter wanted to see this
beautiful season and the bright rainbow colors
just a little bit longer, so he drew one circle after
another. This is one of Quac’s magical artworks
that capture the feeling of cherry blossoms in
spring, soap bubbles in summer, the turning
foliage in fall, and snowflakes in winter.

Each of the painting’s countless ovals or
circles, sometimes dotted in watercolors and
sometimes in black ink has its own uniqueness,
just like fingerprints. They look as if they were
randomly piled up, like fallen petals. However,

the distribution of colors and the beauty of
randomness create a fantastic visual world.
Although colors tend to become thicker and
darker when overlapped, Quac’s colored dots
get brighter, as if made of light.

Prompted by his abhorrence of acute
ideological confrontation and the lack of people
who truly understood the arts in Korea during
his time, the artist stowed away on a ship bound
for Japan. At a time of tumult, when the curtain
was dropping on traditional arts while a new
chapter of modern arts was opening, Quac was
firmly positioned at the vanguard of the Korean
art scene. The single-toned artworks that he
created in the 1960s are believed to have
influenced the Korean monochromatic painting
style that followed.

“Breaking Glass” is one of his unparalleled
works. The artistic process was an unusual one
for the time: Quac dug the ground and set glass
on it before dropping an iron ball to break the
glass. Then, he carefully glued the pieces back
together on a canvas. He thus approached the
theme of existence while barely laying his hand
on the depicted object. Through this process, he
paid careful attention to the relationships among
object, space, and people. His approach had a
decisive influence on the Japanese Mono-ha
school (the School of Things), which tried to
expose materiality through minimal acts. It is
regretful that even though Quac was so far
ahead of his time, his name is unfamiliar to
most Koreans, as he has not enjoyed the
appreciation he truly deserves in this country.

In his artistic experiments, the artist not only
broke glass but went further: He burned a
canvas with a soldering iron, tore a copperplate
and sewed it up with steel wires, or crushed it
by hammering it. These acts were symbolic of
the stitching back together of a divided nation
and healing of the torn wounds.

Quac once said, “Dots call dots and
transcend overlapping and marking dots.”

The overlapping dots resemble our real lives
of interacting with one another, and the
paintings are extremely beautiful. @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now in

her 12th year as an art specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic
Daily’s Culture Section.

Images coutesy of MMCA



. “Work 83-B,” 170x96cmx3piece
watercolor on paper, 1983

. “Work,” 72x102cm

glass on panel, 1962

. “Work,” 36x37cm

lithographs on paper, 1983

. “Work A,” 60x84cm

etching on paper, 1980
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“Work 85-2-2”

162x242cm
watercolor on paper
1985

. “Work 81-B”

181x137cm
Korean ink and color on paper
1981

. “Work 85-2-2"

242x183cm
watercolor on paper
1985
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Front Cover
Moonassi
“Openbook II”
pigment liner and marker on paper
35x52cm, 2017
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edited by Ha Eun-A

Berkman Coskun
@berkmannn
Berkman Coskun is a photographer who loves Istanbul.
Active on social media, the photographer
has particular affection for the Turkish city’s
seas and architecture. His Instagram pages feature
photographs of the Bosporus Strait,
mosques, palaces, and traditional architectures
viewed from his unique perspective.
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Chihuly’s Flowers Bloom in Kew Gardens
Renowned glass artist Dale Chihuly will
exhibit his glass sculptures at the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew. The luminous glass
artworks will go on display across the Kew
Gardens, including its outdoor garden
and glass greenhouse, showing off their
glamorous beauty in harmony with the
surrounding nature. The artworks demanding
particular attention are the Drawings
and Rotolo series —the most technically
challenging work Chihuly has ever created —
as well as large artworks designed by the
artist exclusively for the Kew Gardens.
2 Kew Gardens in London
Until Oct. 26 @3 kew.org
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Gallery Hyundai in New York o2 S =2 A

The Seoul-based Gallery Hyundai, FES| sitio|E M7 SE ATls=
which has been consistently H242| SLH7} S E2HO|H|F 0|
introducing contemporary artists, has TISEHCE O[EHO| 7HESt 22 AELS
set up shop in New York’s Tribeca U 2|t Ze| oYM 2 2FESHT.
neighborhood. Unlike ordinary art st= firiojse] g e =8 X

Image courtesy of The Sydney Film Festival

galleries, the New York showroom is
an appointment-only space. Hyundai
plans to use the space to introduce
the flavorful Korean contemporary
art to New York artists, curators,
collectors, and art organizations,
and to promote exchanges and

joint projects with various local

art galleries and museums. The
New York showroom is expected to
provide a springboard for showcasing
Korean contemporary artists on the
international art scene.
galleryhyundai.com
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In May, a ranking of Asia’s 50 best
bars was published in Singapore.

The ranking was decided by a group
comprised of over 200 specialists

in the field, including bartenders,
consultants, and cocktail experts.
Here are the three best bars that have

been awarded the highest honors.
text by Kim Na-Young

TAIPEI

The Indulge
Experimental Bistro

Best Bars
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The owner of the third-place bar Indulge
Experimental Bistro, Aki Wang, is a leader in
Taipei's dynamic cocktail scene. The cocktails here
are inspired by Taiwan’s subtle seasonal changes
and the 24 seasonal divisions in the Chinese
culture. Tea grown in Taiwan’s 268 tea gardens

is combined with alcohol to produce a list of 24
cocktails with delicate and well-balanced flavors.
The bar’s slogan, “creating liquid art,” seems just
right for the purpose.

@ No. 11, Lane 219, Section 1, Fuxing S Rd,
Da’an District

indulgebistrotaipei.blogspot.com

39IE AX|St ALX| AT 2|HIE HIAERO| I
OF7| &(Aki Wang)2 E}O|H[0] ZIE|Y Alo| MS
ZXICE O 20M MEO|= ZIH| Y2 THRHO| OIMISH A1
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Z3HED HAMIE e HEE 0|R= 24712 ZHY
2|AEE THEQICH XiX| A4 27101 “2|FE OlEE
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@ No. 11, Lane 219, Section 1, Fuxing S Rd,
Da’an District

indulgebistrotaipei.blogspot.com

HONG KONG
The Old Man

\ \i /

Although it was opened relatively recently (in 2017),
Hong Kong’s The Old Man has risen to first place

on the list. As its name implies, the bar takes its
inspiration from Ernest Hemingway’s novel The Old
Man and the Sea. The interesting cocktail menu
takes hints from Hemingway’s works and from the
alcoholic drinks that he liked (he was known for liking
his drink). The cocktails are named after works by
Hemingway. They make bold use of food ingredients
that are rarely seen in cocktails, such as Gruyere
cheese. The Old Man is now regarded by Hong Kong
residents as the hottest bar in town.

© Lower G/F, 37-39 Aberdeen St, Soho, Central

D theoldmanhk.com

HW & 2201 2017'H0] 22 SAS0I= 19 Xt2|of
22 239 0 SEW. 1 0|ENME SHA| EBLIZ
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OHE HICH OF7I2E R SUY0|7F Z0t6HH &1t
X719| 2FE SOIM SIEE 20 2-gs ZHY HwS0|
S0|EC XEH0| 2 ZHH|Y 0150(7|= SICt o=
XZ2XME ZH Y HAT0M = XY RO0tE7| &=
AMEE 25| S5 2F 3 XIS AOIHME
71% St HEE AR0| XEXFSHCL

@ Lower G / F, 37-39 Aberdeen St, Soho, Central
theoldmanhk.com

“SINGAPORE
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The Manhattan bar in the Regent Singapore Hotel
had been ranked no. 1 for the last two years.

The Grand Lounge, where the bar is located,
recreates the glories of the past while providing a
contemporary level of comfort. The hotel has its
own system for ageing liquor, and carries a stock
of more than 150 rare American whiskies. The
cocktail menu commemorates the hotel’s 19th-
century golden age with a classic style inspired
by various historical events in New York, divided
according to era. [ Level 2, 1 Cuscaden Rd
regenthotels.com/regent-singapore/dining/
manhattan

SA0f ACHHQI Qrafate
SHA7 = AAE”S

ZF o0, 15071 0}4el
QUCH EH 19M17| ESAITHE 71 E5)
HiFs F20IM UAB 2] JA AA0IA
U2 IHXXQI AEIAZ, ACHEE L0 MEQICY,
@ Level 2, 1 Cuscaden Rd
regenthotels.com/regent-singapore/dining/
manhattan
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© Chudo Nomi

© Robert Wedemeyer

LOS ANGELES
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The LA Design Festival

The LA Design Festival, which turns nine
this year, is an occasion for the East
Coast city to demonstrate and share its
diversity in design areas that include
architecture, interiors, graphics, fashion,
and industries. The event provides visitors
the opportunity to see essential local
designs. In addition, a variety of pop-up
exhibitions and events such as lectures
by design experts and award ceremonies
for good designs will take place all around
Los Angeles. The festival is a great
opportunity to see the Californian city
adorned in local designs.

June 20 - 23 @ ladesignfestival.org
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62 20~232 O ladesignfestival.org
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SAN FRANCISCO

The San Francisco Design Week

The main theme of this year's San
Francisco Design Week is “CommUNITY,”
or “communicating unity.” Some 350
events are scheduled to take place all
around San Francisco. During the festival
period, participants can visit some of
the top-notch architectural and interior
design studios in the Bay Area to get a
peek at their upcoming work and hold
conversations with their designers. Don’t
miss out on the design maps that include
San Francisco’s new hot spots, which will
be distributed for free during the event
period.

June 20 - 28 @ sfdesignweek.org

MIZIAIAS CIXERl 213

o MOZA|AT CIRIRI 9|39 L
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O[HIE 7|7t B0fl= MEZA|AT O MER
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62 20~28% O sfdesignweek.org

BARCELONA

It is the time of the year
when designs festivals
are staged in major cities

around the world.
text by Kim Na-Young

Design

The Barcelona Design Week

The design brands and designers that
have captivated me for the past few years
are all based in Barcelona and in some
other Spanish cities. Gone are the days
when Barcelona was exclusively the city of
Antoni Gaudi’s architectures. The Design
Week provides visitors the opportunity to
participate in some 120 design events
and enjoy the creative energy of the
exhibited designs. Experience Barcelona
designs through exhibitions, workshops,
lectures, markets, and open studios.
June 12 -20
barcelonadesignweek.com
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The Gwangju
Cool Summer
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Reborn as a hub of Asian
culture, the Korean city of
Gwangju has grabbed the
world’s attention once more:
The 18th FINA World
Championships Gwangju
2019, ranked as one of the
world’s top five sports
events along with the
summer and winter
Olympics, the FIFA World
Cup for soccer, and the IAAF
World Athletics
Championships, will
transform Gwangju into

a festival site this July.
edited by Ha Eun-A

Gwangju is forging ahead with its dreams
of becoming a hub of Asian and world
culture through cultural and artistic
exchanges. With its Asia Culture Center
visited by more than two million people
each year, its Fringe Festival held

every Saturday from April to November,
and its World Music Festival held in
August, the city has become a cultural
stage for participants from around the
world. Gwangju also benefits from its
green setting—it is crossed by the
Yeongsangang River and marked by the
spectacular Mudeungsan Mountain
Columnar Joints, designated as Natural
Monument No. 465. And now, Gwangju is
hosting a major world sporting event.

The 18th FINA World Championships
Gwangju 2019 includes competitions in
six disciplines: swimming, diving, high
diving, artistic swimming, open water
swimming, and water polo. Around 15,000
athletes, officials, and reporters from
200 FINA (Fédération Internationale de
Natation) member countries are expected
to participate. This year’s event will attract
even more international attention, as it will
be a qualifier for many aquatics events at
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

July 12-28

swimming, diving, high diving,

artistic swimming, open water swimming,
and water polo

2 Nambu University Municipal Aquatics
Center, Nambu University Football Field,
Yeomju Gymnasium, Chosun University
Football Field, Yeosu Expo Park
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destination

text by Kim Myun-Joong
photos by Kim Kyung-Bum

Music, sports, boo'ks' boutique hotels,
and people: all the things | love come together
in this wonderful city.




The American shoegaze.

_dream pop band SoftiScience P
performing live at KEXR's In-
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. At KEXP, you can work
or have a conversation
over a cup of coffee
while listening to a live
broadcast.

. At an In-Studio’s live
broadcast, you can enjoy
the live music while
experiencing the novel
world behind the scenes in
live radio broadcasting.

. La Marzocco café

. The entrance to In-

Studio, where the live
performances are given
almost daily.
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An Oasis

for Music-

© 472 1st Ave N
3 +1 206-520-5801
O kexp.org

KEXP

Seattle is a musical city that has produced
countless musicians, from Nirvana to Jimi
Hendrix. The progressive musical taste of the
city has been spearheaded by the radio station
KEXP. Beginning as a small radio channel
founded by four University of Washington
students in 1972, it has grown into a channel
appreciated by music fans around the world.
The radio station is located in the Seattle
Center, a must-visit place for anyone traveling to
Seattle. If you consider yourself a music fan, be
sure to drop by. With its large café space, it's a
good place to take a coffee break, too.

KEXP’s highlight is In-Studio, where live
broadcast performances are given on an almost
dail . It’s worth checking its schedule on

ahs~
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As Befits a musicz¥ity, Seattle has¥ny large Ik ()| s " -
rtltssf s. Two years ago | wrote '
out Iti | re store called Easy @ 1520 10th Ave 1. The records sold here 1. | 24t

CHyst TE9| Sttt

. . L I B +1 206-568-3321 represent a wide range of 2tz QICt,
Street Music and Café, and this time I'd like to O www.everydaymusic.com genres. 5. 20171 Goj|i= OJAIA IS
introduce Everyday Music, located in Seattle’s 2. Beside the entrance is a 7|Et Ao B&S G

. o i . L. ) comical graffiti painting of T12tO|E| 7} QICtH

hipster district Capitol Hill. The original store is a guitarist. 3. XS EQIT101= o7 LjE
in another northwestern city, Portland, and this 3. In contrast to the small 2 45| HE
. , entrance, the interior is 4, st 22 =717+ RIX[GHA|
is the store’s Seattle branch. The moment | quite spacious. SutS p27 9ct
stepped inside, | realized it was a place defined 4. Amusic fan looks

. . ) ) through the record stacks
by an eclectic taste in music. A song by David attentively.

Exelrod, known for his offbeat music, filled the
space. Besides new albums, the store carries
quite a large stock of used records, so any
music fan visiting Capitol Hill should be sure to
pay a call.
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of Seattleites
Seattle iz
Sounders FC

CENTURYLINK
FIELD

| had always thought that you had to go to
Europe to see the real passion for soccer. But
that stereotype was shattered the moment |
stepped inside the CenturyLink Field, the home
ground of the Seattle Sounders FC. The game
hadn’t even started yet, but the cheering of the
Sounders supporters was already loud enough
to give me goose bumps. As for the passion of
the cheering when they scored a goal, | leave it
to your imagination.

The best place to watch a match is from the
south stand—that is the Sounders supporters’
seating area, so naturally the atmosphere here
is boiling with their enthusiasm. There is another
reason to sit here: The beautiful night view, with
Seattle’s skyscrapers standing as background
to the stadium.
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Happiness
Seattle Marine
Baseball Club

1, 3.

Overall view of the Seattle
Mariners’” home ground, the
T-Mobile Park

. Mariners fans cheering

excitedly with their mascot,
the Mariners Moose

. A statue of the former

Mariners pitcher Randy
Johnson at the Mariners Hall
of Fame

. Out on the left field, the

numbers of Seattle Mariners
stalwarts Edgar Martinez,
Ken Griffey Jr, and Jackie
Robinson, are proudly
displayed.
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© 1250 1st Ave S
3 +1 206-346-4001
O mariners.com

Players and spectators alike concentrate on one small ball. The ball
calls forth cheers and also groans. The vivid energy of this
concentrated crowd flows throughout the T-Mobile Park, home ground
of the Seattle Mariners baseball team.

When the fortunes of the game change, the mood becomes quite
different. The Mariners fans that appear on the display screens are
dancing happily, smiling brightly, and kissing each other, like the
happiest people in the world. The faces of the fans watching them on
the screens are also full of smiles. It was a game with many hits and
home runs, but what remained in my memory afterwards was the
infectious happiness of the home crowd.
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1. The Seattle Public

Library makes full use
of natural light.

. Looking down from
the top floor

. The Seattle Public Library
takes the form of five
boxes piled up in a zigzag
shape.

CAMOHE 33 EME2
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© 1000 4th Ave
O +1 206-386-4636

To me, having always thought of a library as a

barren and completely enclosed space, the
Seattle Public Library was a most pleasant
surprise. The sunlight poured in through the big
windows, as if to light up the future of the
“Emerald City” (as Seattle has been
nicknamed). The number of people reading
books in this futuristic space seemed an index
of the city’s bright future.

If asked to choose a space to symbolize
Seattle’s bright future, | would not hesitate to
name the Seattle Public lerary The designer of

The Bl‘lghﬁ ke
of Seattl
SPL

his buildings. Perhaps he wanted this bundlng to

ethe story of the city’s bright future.
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. The bookshelves are well
organized according to
genre, and among them are
spaces where you can read
a book in comfort.

. Photographs of legendary
writers are displayed on
the bathroom walls.

. Pets are allowed inside.

. Recommendations by the
bookstore staff help you
choose the right book.
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More Than

a Bookstore
The Elliott Bay BocC
C Oompa ny

The moment | walked inside, | felt overwhelmed M 1 ojAte] 27t W2 Hlo] S AHmL|

by the enormous space and the vast quantity of SOAMXIORF G 2O Z7tn} HiChst QF9| &M0f| LEESH= =72210| SQICT

books on display. But the feeling only lasted a SHR|DE 31 L7212 ERA|SE 02740} SHH| M7} ALO|E ARSI ZL|E AFZIEDF A0

moment. When | saw the people leisurely 25| SAAMOHZE0 R AFSS EHA O|L) Tet2 7|20| SRAULCE 0|

walking between the shelves with their dogs or 7122 MEQl 71 Hast o 2IX|S FHHOIA M| O|2RICE ALt S&, WS

buried in sofas engrossed in reading, | soon felt E7|H EME &7|= MOIE A|RIE0] §1¢10] 22 RICt 0|R0M= 72l Y XY

a peaceful mood. Z7tetol st F=E5| 52| SA HEICE X[Z7HX| 0] ALY EOiSt Al Soll=
The feeling peaked at the café located deep HZh @diat, W S2IE 22t7t0| 5187| S0| QCt.

inside the bookstore. There, | envied the Seattle
residents who were enjoying their coffee, soft
drinks, and cakes as they read. Almost every
night, the venue hosts events such as readings
or discussions with authors. Among the famous
people who have participated in such events
here are Barack Obama, Bill Clinton, and Haruki
Murakami.




The 26th president of the USA was Theodore
Roosevelt. This hotel was originally opened as
the Roosevelt Hotel, but now it goes by the
president’s first name. When it first opened its
doors in 1930, the 18-story art deco-style
building quickly became a landmark that
symbolized the city’s pioneering spirit. In 2015,
it was bought by the Provenance Hotel Group,
and after a year of extensive renovations it now
exudes a contemporary atmosphere. Two years
ago it was re-opened under the name of Hotel
Theodore.

A neon sign that reads “Roosevelt” still
glitters at the top of the hotel. It's an image that
brings to mind the tradition of the many people
who have built the Emerald City.
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Landmark Reborn
Hotel sz
Theodore

1. The lobby lounge 1. 2H| 22X,

. Inside a guest room 2. AL,

3. Interior of the hotel's 3, S&! A EE 20|
restaurant Rider (Rider) LH5.
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Picture
outique
HOtel
Palihotel
Seattle

Most boutique hotels mix the present with the
past in some way, and the Palihotel Seattle is
no exception. From the outside, this appears to
be an ordinary old building. Some 100 years
ago, the building already housed a hotel called
the Colonnade. The Palihotel Seattle has
opened a boutique hotel inside this building,
now a national registered historic building,
without damaging the original structure.

In contrast to its venerable exterior, the
interior of the hotel has a relaxed and tidy
atmosphere. While staying here, | spent a long
time looking at the back of a young girl. That’s
what you see in Clare Elsaesser’s painting
“Never Empty Handed,” which hangs in every
guest room. The picture gave me a beautiful
feeling and made me think it was just like the
mood of the hotel.
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. The lobby lounge
. Inside a guest room
. The hotel-restaurant

The Hart and The Hunter
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What | like most about Seattle is its people.

| think first of Luis and Leona Rodriguez, a
couple who run a coffee shop called The Station
in Beacon Hill, an area where many ethnically
diverse people live. Their reason for running the
coffee shop is not simply to make money;

they wanted to create a space for the many
people who might otherwise feel left out.

They employ ethnically diverse people and LGBT
as baristas, and consider this a measure of
success. To the people of Beacon Hill, The
Station is more than a coffee shop. That’s why
quite a few of the neighborhood locals call

The Station “home.”
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Another person | remember is Dozfy, pioneer of
the new genre “menu art.” | had meals with
Dozfy at two high-class restaurants, Tarsan |
Jane (tarsanijane.com) and Copine
(copineseattle.com). A meal with him was a new
experience. Shall | call it an experience of eating
with my eyes?

From our conversation, Dozfy remembered
that | was a fan of the Eagles baseball team
and that my son was fond of Pororo, the little
penguin character. Between the courses of the
meal, he drew pictures of an eagle and of Pororo
on the menu and gave it to me as a gift. His
drawing was a work of art and the most
memorable souvenir of my trip. Visit Dozfy’s
homepage or Instagram to appreciate his art as
much as | do. @

In cooperation with Visit Seattle (visitseattle.org),
Tour 206 (+1 206-899-6120)

Asiana Airlines has round-trip flights everyday
between Seoul (Incheon)—Seattle.
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Palau

on, Il ca étron_gly recommend Palau.
) ' ,” as they say, and







Amazing
Underwater
Worlid

Drop-Of
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There’s this undersea vertical
cliff in Palau that’s at least
than 600ft high. On one side
of the cliff a coral reef
spreads out while on the
other, the sea plunges down
to unknown depths. The
contrast between the two
sides is dramatic. Below the
cliff, fish bigger than my arm
swim around in the depths of
the sea. On the flat coral reef HESEL0| HHO| T =017t

above the cliff, the colorful £ 200mo| Zot= =
tropical fish have a cute look. HHo|Ct. HH0| AlESHE 22
In the distance, a black fish SHRE ABU=ES L+
with an imposing presence SlE Moli7t, LERN = AS =Tt
comes rushing in. It's a shark!  ZXX QUCt 1 545t CiH|7t
I’'m enjoying the most HELIE QIHO|C}. &Y
amazing underwater world oreiZol= B2 2
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A
Natural

Several divers plunge into the
water and soon come up with
handfuls of white mud which

AN mjoJE N2 rern

they pile onto the boat floor.

i

“Spread this all over
yourselves, everyone,” they
tell us, “it’s the best skin
treatment in the world!” This
white mud turns out to be the
coral powder that had settled
on the seafloor over the ages.
It's said to have outstanding
properties as a skin
treatment and moisturizer.

After spreading the coral MUY Bl CHO|HS0| S &0

powder all over my body, HEXICHL] O|LH AL 2| SRk

| jump into the water. As TEE HE 20| FA==L

| swim around in the milky “o2&, 0|AUS 20| HIZAHL.

water, the coral powder MA =19 o|2 OgxL7R.”

washes off, and with it all the 0] SHQF TS| HA|= 0]320

toxins that had built up in 0 A SO 7IEIRH0F UE MS
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Palau’s
Parting of
the Waves
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12 (kr.gopro.com)

Beach

After marveling at Palau’s
amazing undersea for several
days, | suddenly wonder

how Palau would look from up
above. | go on a light plane
that makes a circuit of the
islands. Seen from a bird’s-
eye view, Palau looks ever so
different. The sight of the

70 islands is most
impressive. Also impressive
is Long Beach seen from
above. On the beach, when
the tide goes out, a path
opens up through the sea —
Palau’s version of the ‘parting
of the waves.” It makes for a
romantic walk beside the
emerald-green sea. If you
have the chance, be sure to
walk this romantic path. @

In cooperation with Asiana Airlines
Palau Branch, GoPro (gopro.com)

Asiana Airlines has round-trip
flights between Seoul (Incheon)—
Palau twice weekly.
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If this article has made you want to visit
Palau and its amazing sea world, take
note of the following three places.
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Stay: Palau Pacific Resort

This resort boasts the best
facilities in Palau, including an
outdoor swimming pool, Jacuzzi,
and pier. It also has its own beach,
where you can enjoy snorkeling in the
emerald-green water without having
to go to some distant shore. The
sunset here is one of the most
beautiful sights in Palau.
© Ngerkebesang, Koror
@ +680 488-2600 O palauppr.com
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@ +680 488-2600 O palauppr.com

Eat: Bem Ermii Burgers and

0 Fries

Known as “Palau’s Shake

Shack Burger” place, Bem Ermii serves
take-out only and is never short of
customers. Most popular of all burgers
here is the thick double-burger with
egg, cheese, bacon, and mushrooms.
In the local language the name Bem
Ermii means “come and eat.”

© Asahi Ball Field, Ngerbeched, Koror

A +680 488-4254
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@ Asahi Ball Field, Ngerbeched, Koror
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Enjoy: | Love Palau

Combining a scuba diving shop

with a hotel, | Love Palau runs
a variety of diving programs and has
several resident instructors. It’s
strongly recommended for anyone who
wants to enjoy Palau’s beautiful
underwater world. Reservations can be
made through Facebook.
@ #103, Blue Ocean View Hotel,
Ngerbodel, Koror @ +680 775-2257
O facebook.com/ilovepalau
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@ #103, Blue Ocean View Hotel,
Ngerbodel, Koror @ +680 775-2257
facebook.com/ilovepalau
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Who needs to be back
for Sam'’s fifth birthday party,
because he's also making
an appearance as
the magician.
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WE'RE HELPING OUR matter

CUSTOMERS GET TO WHERE
THEY REALLY WANT TO BE.
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and how it makes your journey seamless.
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eye
text and photos by Han Seul-Gi

Boundless
Mongolia

The vastness of
Mongolia left me
speechless. When

| first set foot in this
expansive land,

my response was not
a cry of admiration,
but a gentle sigh.
Overwhelmed by the
vast plains that
spread out in all
directions, | felt as
if | had turned into
a little tuft of grass.
Gazing at the strong
sunlight, the green
plains, the peaceful
flocks of sheep, and
the distant horizon,
all complicated
thoughts just melted
away without fuss.
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White, red, and yellow

limestone, eroded by the
passing time and wind, stood
in isolation on the vast plain.
Sculpted by nature, the large
and elaborate cliffs showed
the grain of the strong wind
that blows across these flat
plains. Below the towering
strata, the folds of the
low-lying limestone rocks
undulated like waves on the
barren land. | couldn’t help
feeling astonished by
Mongolia’s living nature.



| turned my gaze toward the
edge of the desert from the
top of a small sand dune
and saw the sunlight gleam
dimly between dark clouds.
The soft desert sand
brushing against my legs
gave me the feeling of being
touched by sunlight. When

| picked up a handful of sand,

it felt good trickling between
my fingers.
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During my travels through
Mongolia | kept seeing wild
grass and herds of animals.
There are no hiding places on
the Mongolian plains, so |
guess the owner must have
been watching the herd from
somewhere in the distance.
It didn’t matter that there
were no signposts: Whichever
way they went, they would
find grass and water. The
owner just let the animals
graze, making sure none of
them got left behind. The
relationship between these
nomads and their animals is
perhaps the most Mongolian

form of freedom.
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In summer, the Mongolian

night comes on slowly — not
until after 10 o’clock in the
evening does the setting sun
calmly sink over the horizon.
If the midday plains have a
vastness that makes you lose
the power of speech, the
plains at sunset encourage
meditation. The shadowless
sunset is long enough for
pondering the day that has
passed, but too short for
looking back over a longer
time.
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After my sunset meditation,

the quiet and comforting sky
inched ever closer. Mongolia’s
night sky felt like a big, round
blanket densely packed with
stars. In this quiet night sky
that hanged over my head,
the countless stars took all
my thoughts away. All that
was left in me was a vast,
round blanket big enough to
cover all the plains. @
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Han Seul-Gi is a screen designer and
producer. To escape the routine of
everyday life, Han traveled to Mongolia
with some friends in the summer.

Starting July 9, Asiana Airlines
will have round-trip flights between
Seoul (Incheon) - Ulaanbaatar
three times weekly.
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The sky over Suwon looks unusually high and blue. Below this high sky,
the imposing Suwon Hwaseong Fortress surrounds the center of the city,
reminding of a brilliant history. Take a stroll through Suwon to get

a close feeling of the harmony between the old and new in Suwon
Hwaseong — the first new city of the Joseon Dynasty — and the recently

built local spaces dedicated to culture and art.
text by Ha Eun-A / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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JOSEON
DYNASTY’S
FIRST

NEW CITY

The magnificent Suwon Hwaseong Fortress can
be seen as soon as you reach the Suwon city

0

center. Below it, a dense tangle of alleys,
streams, and pretty cafés tell the story of
today’s Suwon Hwaseong. This is where the
charm of Suwon reveals itself — beautiful city
scenes nestled among neatly arranged natural
surroundings.

The Suwon Hwaseong is a structure of great
political and military significance: It embodies
the filial devotion of King Jeongjo (the 22nd king
of the Joseon Dynasty) and the profound
political import of the monarchical order. It was
built between 1794 and 1796 to a design by the
greatest scientist of the late Joseon period:
Jeong Yak-Yong. Combining the best points in
fortification from East and West, it was
constructed with what were then new machines
that made use of pulleys to lift heavy weights.
This unique structure combines the best
aspects of 18th-century Joseon architecture,
science, and art.

The beautiful fortified walls that harmonize
so perfectly with the surrounding nature
and enclose the Hwaseong Haenggung Palace
and villages large and small, impart a sense
of bygone nobility. Against this backdrop,
scenes of people enjoying a peaceful walk along
the wall path or spreading a mat on the
ground unfold like postcard pictures. On seeing
these scenes, you can’t help falling in love
with Suwon.
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The Suwon Convention

Center

Gwanggyo

’

@ 140

Yeongtong-gu

Jungang-ro

sce.or.kr
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SUWON’S
NEW
LANDMARK

The newly opened Suwon Convention Center
brings together culture, art, and experience
programs under one roof. This exhibition and
event space located in Gwanggyo Lake Park
comprises two basement levels and five floors
above ground. Here you can see a variety of
expos, festivals, and large-scale exhibitions.
From the gardens and observation decks on
each floor you can get fantastic views over the
lake and of the surrounding city.

On the first basement level of the Suwon
Convention Center is Art Space Gwanggyo, an
unconventional exhibit space that highlights the
development of local art, public art, and creative
art education. The exhibit area is not limited to
the indoor hall. Art is displayed in places such
as the building entrance, lobby, and outdoor
gardens. The exhibition of installation works by
world-class Korean artist Choi Jeong Hwa titled
«Choi Jeong Hwa: Goods and Things» can be
viewed at the Suwon Convention Center until
August 25.
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Another hot new place in Suwon’s Gwanggyo
area is Alleyway Gwanggyo. This must-see space
reinterprets the concept of an alley as a place
where people gather when one road crosses
another to produce culture. This trendy
neighborhood has an abundance of alleys where
culture and art have come together to create
fascinating lifestyle spaces. These include the
Seoul bakery Our Bakery, a very popular eatery
where waiting lines are the norm; Book Plant, a
charming bookstore run by the announcer couple
Oh Sang-Jin and Kim So-Young; Dusugobang,
the first cooking studio of the Buddhist nun
Jeong Kwan; and the Crita Gallery, which
presents exhibitions that combine art with
technology.

After a leisurely stroll along the lake, take a
seat on a bench in the square and watch the
children play. Add some interesting reading and
a tasty meal and dessert, and your gift-like day
in Suwon is complete. @

Alleyway Gwanggyo

2 80, Gwanggyo Hosu
Gongwon-ro, Yeongtong-gu
alleyway.co.kr

alleyway.co.kr

tn

U
Images courtesy of Alleyway Gwanggyo
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Gwanggyo Lake Park
With a total area of over 2km?2,

this is the largest lake park
in Korea. Centered on the Woncheon
and Sindae lakes, the park is divided
into seven areas where you can
enjoy a variety of outdoor activities
including picnics, festivals, camping,
or simply walking. In the evening,
the park creates an especially fantastic
mood through its lighted deck walks
and observation decks.
@ 57, Gwanggyo Hosu-ro,
Yeongtong-gu B gglakepark.or.kr
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0 Freiburg Observation Deck

The 18-meter-high observation
deck at Seepark, located
in the world-famous “green city” of
Freiburg, Germany, is re-created here
at a height of 33 meters. The deck
celebrates Suwon’s “sister city”
relationship with Freiburg and its will to
become a sustainable green city.
From the deck, you get a panoramic
view of Gwanggyo in harmony with
the surrounding nature.
@ 75, Gwanggyo Hosu-ro,
Yeongtong-gu
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Suwon Gwanggyo Museum

The name Gwanggyo was given

when this new city was created
on the site of what was Gwanggyo Hill.
While Gwanggyo is now a city that
harmonizes the latest technologies
with the local natural environment,
the Museum is dedicated to
Gwanggyo’s past. Relics unearthed in
the area are displayed along with
permanent and special exhibitions
about the history of Gwanggyo.
© 182, Gwanggyo-ro, Yeongtong-gu
ggmuseum.suwon.go.kr
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spotlight

text and interview by Lee Kyung-Jun

John Cale
The Removal of Dividing Lines

John Cale, a key member of the American rock band The Velvet Underground, is scheduled
to perform in Korea. The fact that Cale chose to perform in Korea is very symbolic:

He is a dreamer who has sought to remove dividing lines throughout his life, and Korea is
the only country in the world divided in half by geographical and ideological lines.

/\

—_— -

Prologue

There was a time when rock music flew
the banner of “freedom.” Hippies wore
flowers in their hair while the Beats
called for humanity. The Velvet
Underground, the avant-garde band of
the Beat Generation, brought down
many of the barriers that had
compartmentalized music with their
novel sound experiments. By freely
transcending music genres such as
rock, classical music, jazz, and folk, the
band’s music was a bold musical
declaration that called for consilience
and communication while rejecting
control and suppression. Their music
stood for freedom and peace. John
Cale, a key member of The Velvet
Underground, will be on stage at the
DMZ Peace Train Music Festival, in
Cheorwon, Gangwon Province, from
June 7 to June 9.

Why is his presence significant? It
reminds of the need for removing the
dividing lines that separate our lives.
Lines that distinguish, separate, and
ultimately discriminate one group from
others, for instance. It may be
impossible to realistically remove all of
the existing lines, but it is possible to
imagine doing so. We can stop wars and
go beyond artificial divisions through our
imagination. In an interview the U.K.
daily The Guardian in 2016, Cale said,
“It’'s a rumpus house, Rock n Roll. You
can do anything you want in it.”

It’s been 50 years since you

started making music.

What are your plans for the future?
| have no plans to retire —as long as
| can get my hands on an instrument,
| will dream up a melody or an idea of
an artist explaining the world to
himself. I'm more active in my sixth
decade of making music than ever
before. So much to do and much to say
with the only way | know how —through
music we communicate globally. In
today’s state of affairs, it’s critical to
never rest, always move forward, find
new ways of making art. I'm finally
completing my forthcoming album, and
it continues to evolve. Each time we go
through the mixing stages, | want to
twist it even more than before. Of
course, touring, live installations, more
visual arts, film scores, producing, and
everything | can fit into my calendar is
what | will continue through these next
years ahead!

Rolling Stone’s dubbing the Velvet
Underground ‘the originator of all
things alternative’ is also well
known and agreed upon by Korean
fans and critics. What do you think
about this label?
Yes, | agree —in many ways we saw an
alternative universe and worked very
hard to maintain the point of view.
There was always a different angle to
present and deliver our emotions and

even non-emotive ideas — this did not
mean we had no patience with other
points of view; we were always
fascinated by the points of view of
others and often fought to help their
points of view survive in a melee of
opinionated situations. Honesty in what
you create is the most satisfying. We
felt compelled to do things in ways that
were uncommon. Taboo subjects and
unorthodox structures were the way we
wanted to make ourselves heard.

Although you studied classical
music, you’ve been focused on
experimental music for a long time.
Can you talk about how you went
down that path?
It seemed that the European avant-
garde (and the American) survived by
being aggressively cross-platform in
their replies. There was always a
question being framed by an artistic
statement, and the way most musicians
worked often took an obvious form of
sculpture or painterly style. So a melody
was not a tune but a collection of
noises (and it seems this is the way hip-
hop has developed), making it a good
place to begin (or continue) an
argument. It began with Dada and in the
movements like Fluxus (whose main
force was the Korean artist Nam Jun
Paik.) Now, my heart focuses on
expanding the rubric for ambience,
word-play, rhythmic patterns, exotic



Images courtesy of artist

harmonic scales, and lots of
inexplicable noise.

What does “Rock n Roll music”

mean to you? Some people say

that rock music is in trouble.

Do you think this is true?
Rock n Roll is a real expression of
rhythmic freedom with words. It takes
on many forms and will never, ever die.
It may not be the straight-forward
guitar, drums, bass & keys that past
generations considered Rock n Roll,
but make no mistake, All forms of it will
survive and thrive as long as it
continues to expand and mutate.

Unlike other festivals, the DMZ
Peace Train Music Festival will be
held under the theme of ‘peace.’
What does peace mean to you?
Peace is a stable condition of co-
existence, a place where our values are

respected and allowed to grow in

tandem with each other. Rock music is
not in trouble and never will be. It is a
fabulous source of fertility for language
and sound to become a third element
of great fun. It’s likely the only time |
personally feel at peace —when
creating music. With any luck, the
festival will do exactly that— create the
feeling of peace amongst those in
attendance.

We heard that you are going to
perform with Korean artists
at this festival. What are you most
looking forward to?
It is what | most look forward to about
this upcoming trip. Language is not
a problem with musicians. It provides
the greatest opportunity to bring people
together, and is a wonderful way to
celebrate the alternative ways people
have of enjoying each other.

Epilogue

These days, the idea that music can
change the world may sound immature
and naive. However, music can still
connect the world. Music can broaden
one’s mind, giving people the curiosity
to look around them. Music can tell a
system based on “exclusion” and
“obedience” that “care” and
“consideration” are far more important.
Music can extend a hand in solidarity
to those who believe that their only
option is to conform. Perhaps music’s
potential is greater than we think. We
learn and grow through the small
experiences we each have with music.
John Cale’s performance in Korea will
be an experience that would remind
everyone of those values. @

Lee Kyung-Jun is the editor-in-chief of the webzine
Diffsound. He writes and translates foreign articles
on pop music. He feels a sense of kinship

with people who love Pink Floyd and Billie Eilish.
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4. Choe Jae-Eun

1.
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“Recurring Tree,”
2017, Tower Concept
Modle of Dreaming
of Earth
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Name,” 2019,
Ceramics, mirror
and video

. ZXE “hatred melts
like snow,”
2019, metal,

135%x75x1.2 cm each

. 2|[xH2 “Recurring
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