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simple is beautiful

The geometry is

odd and the simplicity
is striking. Like van
Gogh’s “The Starry
Night,” the beauty of
Josh Sperling’s art can

move you to tears.
text by Cho Sang-In

1. “Horizon”
332.7x61cm
Acrylic on canvas
2018

2. “Summertime G”
Acrylic on canvas
239x166.9cm
2019

Lines can become anything, depending on how
you view them. Colorful, curving lines can be a
rainbow that transforms into dazzling sunlight or
rippling waves. In a painting that looks like a
hamburger or sandwich, lines can be mouth-
watering yellow mustard or mayonnaise added
for taste. Does the restrained dynamism of a
triangular shape look like tasty cheese to you? If
so, then you’ve already fallen under the spell of
Josh Sperling (born 1984).

Josh Sperling stands at the paradoxical
boundary of things that at first glance seem
incompatible. In university, he majored in
sculpture and at one time he made furniture. He
also worked as a graphic designer. But he
always dreamed of being an artist. His
experiences have made him an artist of an novel
variety.

Sperling starts his work at the computer,
producing three-dimensional monochromatic
drawings. He then cuts the designed forms out
of plywood and fits the pieces together like a
puzzle. Finally, he wraps the plywood tightly in
canvas and paints it. He explains all this in a
few words: “My production method takes a hint
from the craft of cutting diamonds. The simpler
the form, the more beautiful.”

Sperling makes his artworks like sculptures
and hangs them like pictures. The grain of the

cover artist

JOSH SPERLING

wood, the elasticity of the canvas, and the
laboriously painted colors create the face of the
artwork and give it life.

The sophisticated sensibility that comes
from the classics continues to move us even in
this digital age. Sperling is a young artist, but in
some ways he is old at heart. He has been
influenced by the Googie style of architecture
that was popular in the 1940s America with its
futuristic feel, and by the Memphis Group of
Italian industrial designers of the 1970s, who
combined strong, bright colors with geometrical
shapes. Sperling’s artistic vision is informed by
his zealous study of art history and his
sculptural sense of form has been acquired
through hard-earned, intense hands-on
experience.

The simplicity of Sperling’s work captivated
many viewers at his first solo exhibition in New
York in 2016, and he was soon picked up by the
Galerie Perrotin, a global art gallery based in
France. He is currently holding a solo exhibition
at the Perrotin Gallery in Tokyo’s Roppongi
District from July 3 to August 10. In keeping with
the season, the title is «<Summertime». @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now in

her 12th year as an art specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic
Daily’s Culture Section.

Photos by Guillaume Ziccarelli. Images courtesy of the artist and Perrotin
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. “Peeping Tom”
83.8x106cm
Acrylic on canvas
Acrylic on panel
2019

. “Lazy Susan”
102.9x86.4cm
Acrylic on canvas
Acrylic on panel
2019

. “Debbie Downer”

85.5x92.5cm
Acrylic on canvas
Acrylic on panel
2019
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Front Cover
Josh Sperling
“Summertime G (detail),” 239x166.9cm
Acrylic on canvas, 2019
Photo by Guillaume Ziccarelli
Courtesy of the artist and Perrotin

You can get the digital version of ASIANA

from the Apple App Store, Android Google Play and
Tapzin App.
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HASHTAG

#London

O|AE|-j_EHO||k| 7}}12 E.-ll:-l I?I-
edited by Ha Eun-A

Angela Coomey
@angelacoomey
Angela Coomey is a New Zealand-born
photographer and content creator based in London.
She takes photographs of beautiful architectures
and their interiors and passionately explores a variety
of places while traveling around. London is
a beautiful city, full of parks and gardens with dense,
green foliage. It is fun to view adorable flower
decorations in front of stores.
HMaL Fnjol= FRME SAl0| AC{{o|Ct
ARRI7L 3 2RI M2 A=, <‘>o StHA OECHR HESE
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#London #PrettyCityLondon #VisitLondon
#SecretLondon #LondonForYou #MyLondon




Peter Pabst’s Stage Art
clipping Peter Pabst’s solo exhibition in Seoul

offers visitors the opportunity to set foot
AGENDA on the stages where legendary dancer and
choreographer Pina Bausch performed. Pabst
was Bausch’s long-time artistic partner, as
well as a set designer for the Tanztheater
Wuppertal for some 30 years. The exhibit is
taking place at the Piknic exhibition space in
central Seoul. Visitors can walk through and
experience the interactive rearrangement
of the surrealistic and fantastic stages
that Pabst created for the performer. The
exhibition is an opportunity for contemplation
on the magnificent stages used for dancing.
[ Piknic & Until October 27 [ piknic.kr

HE| BAEQ| BRI 0f&

MOl QR T} MLt HER4(Pina Bausch)7t
FESHH A& FOE, IXE MBS0

ZH HE0lE 2= U FACt TLt HhR42)

Qi Ol&X SZO0|XF 2F 30t FIE
HAA|O{E{(Wuppertal Tanztheater)?| SUE
AMUTI RHO|E7} HE HAE(Peter Pabst)2)
= MA[Zt 213 SO|C}. 127t mLt B4 E
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SAPPORO

The Sapporo Beer Festival DR E =H|

Come summer, Odori Park, located O{E0| ROt AL AL SHEO|
at the center of Sapporo, Hokkaido, QEZ| SHE2 AUst H[O 7tEC 2
Japan, turns into a large beer garden. HAISIC} 1km Z0|= #2 S

Some 13,000 tables are set up SHALENOY| 2F 18t 3,000419] E|0|E0]
along the one-kilometer-long park to AX|EHD, AE2F 2w SN

serve fresh draft beer from Sapporo Z| &5 AlMEH AL M| A 2k
and nearby factories, as well as from MR RHEL EFEQI S20IN

all around the world. The festival Z70|=2 ME SAE S0[5tH WEE

PyE 4 QL OfFIHS OIS 2=

2 ZX7t ord 4= §lCt. OIS 0|X| T

ro

is nothing if not a heaven for beer

enthusiasts, who can throw down Z

their favorite brews with the seasonal 2ol AaE0| LK 2 Ul
specialties of Hokkaido. ERE A JHAL

@ Odori Park area Q=2 S ULy

July 19 — August 14 78 199~88 14Y
sapporo-natsu.com/english sapporo-natsu.com NYC
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Summer Restaurant Week
Summer Restaurant Week,

a gourmet festival representative

of New York City, is returning bigger
than ever. During the festival, visitors
to participating restaurants can
enjoy a two-course lunch menu for
$26 and a three-course dinner for
$42. Considering the city's high
prices, it is an opportunity that you
will not want to miss. This year’s
event is the biggest ever, marking
the festival’s 27th anniversary, with
some 400 restaurants participating.
Reservations start on July 9. It is
recommended to act quickly, as
popular restaurants can get fully
booked in the blink of an eye.

) Restaurants across New York City
July 22 — August 16
nycgo.com/restaurant-week
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Tiny Desk Kiwa Boiler Room il
What if a live concert could be watched in Kiwa is a new live content project introduced With the Boiler Room channel turned on, oF

the corner of an office, at a small desk? The
Tiny Desk Concerts, an online channel that
streams a video series of live concerts, have
made this interesting proposition a reality.
Hosted by NPR Music, Tiny Desk Concerts
started out from the joke that it would be
better to listen to a concert at one's desk
than to be frustrated at being unable to hear
the music over the crowd noise. It now has
more than 800 clips of live performances

by Universal Music Korea. Just as the name
“kiwa” (roof tile) suggests, it presents live
music performances against the backdrop of
hanok (Korean traditional tile roofed houses).
The clips feature picturesque presentations
of hanok stages that reveal the changes of
time, weather, and seasons, helping viewers
enjoy the musicians’ live performances.
Musicians such as Jonas Blue, 1415, O3ohn
and Calum Scott have performed on Kiwa’s

| feel as if my room were turned into a club.
Having first started as a webcam broadcast
from a warehouse in London, England,
Boiler Room is now a global online music
broadcasting platform for underground live
music sessions from around the world.

Its archive of content dating back to 2010
is a treasure house of more than 4,000 live
music sessions performed by over 5,000
artists from at least 150 cities around the

posted online, having attracted over 2 billion live stage. The clips are available on Studio world. The artists’ live performances are I‘l
views on YouTube alone. If you are looking Kiwa, which introduces Korean musicians, broadcast online and go into Boiler Room’s *:j
for a channel that offers live performances of and the kiwaVEVO channel on YouTube. archive. It is indeed a music broadcast service =
different genre music without the crowd noise, for the Internet generation. f_
look no further than Tiny Desk Concerts. QLKA 2Z|0| Al Xt MEHO|[= M2 ?iﬁu

20|82 2= T2HE 7|2K(Kiwa). OIS HIA HAUHE IS HFH U Lo| SH= Hilsk= Q

A2 MY0| QU ALRA SHHOIAM =R
20| AFI7F EXTICHH? O] HO|H =
HBA|7|= Q0| HtZ EBtO[L| H|A3 A|2| =Lt
NPR REOIM ME0|= O] A2|=E 252 28
=0l S M= S2 = YA ZHEHO
“HMOM SHsk= E E= A ZAU0 2=
SHO| M3E Ao]A2t1. Fxi 8005 0[42
SA0| ST AL FREMZ 209 0142
Z3| 5 7|1S3U. 22 Y22 84S
=42 20|ER, JRE 252 23 Q0| EE2 =
U= MEE R0 QUCHH 00| HIHO|C,

SIEE 22 £+ UAX SRS FUE BX|=
2i0|E 3ot Thef 2= QIO XMl HES
ZO{LHIT AjZH EM|, AEL| HEIH =
CrLts §tg ROE st Z2 J8XY

IOt FX|MQ| 2to|Eof| O TEE 4 UL
ZLIA E2(Jonas Blue), 1415(LAtLR),
2Z(030hn), Z& AZ(Calum Scott) S 02
FX|M0| 7|2t 2to|E RLHo| MCH L FX|I&ES
A0z ARLCIR7|2KStudio kiwa), 12|11
7|2H|E(kiwaVEVO) RFH xS Sdlf FUE
Bk 4 QUL

7|20IC}, L= 0|E SNSO| SRtH U724
28 2E'0[2t= BEHS MJ|E L HYES
2EHO| I0|M LSt HHZ AIZISH MAH
A FMFMO AN TEIRE A4S SHFE
EMZOZ X2| TULC 2010HFE A58
Ot710]E= 15071 0]2] =A|0A 5,000E0]
g OE|AETL MEO|E= 4,0007 0|42 3=
2he =+ QU= B3 U0 oF S HEs
20|22 $E5t11 0|40] 2 070|127} &L,
JIOFLE QI MITHE 913t S W&'0|Ct.

npr.org/series/tiny-desk-concerts,
youtube.com/nprmusic

youtube.com/studiokiwa

D boilerroom.tv, youtube.com/boilerroom



clipping Speakeasy bars are places where the difficulty of finding the entrance is

BAR

handsomely compensated by stylish interiors and delicious cocktails.
text by Kim Na-Young and Kim Myun-Joong / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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HONG KONG
Cocktails in an Old Table Tennis
Hall: Pingpong 129
The entrance still retains the old sign of
a real table tennis sports center, and the
building has been remodeled to keep the
original structure and window frames intact.
At first glance you are likely to pass by,
thinking this is just a table tennis hall, but if
you open the door and go inside, you find a
space called Pingpong 129. The bar’s walls
are adorned with works by local Hong Kong
artists, and the tile décor is inspired by Hong
Kong’s humble cha chaan teng restaurants.
The menu features various brands of
gin selected according to the taste of the
Spanish owner and imported directly from
Spain, along with gin-based cocktails. Here
you can also enjoy simple homemade-style
Spanish food as a side dish.

A EFTHOIN ZEIUS — TZ 129
AR ST AZR ME|R M0 o 780 2
B3 97, 71Z 329 HS 58 Jj=
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OfEIAESC| Z2NMOZ Hpig ML
781 Z7H0] BHZICH ATl ARIQI FOIFte]
R B2t ARIOIN Y S0
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() 129 Second Street, L/G Nam Cheong
House, Sai Ying Pun @@ +85 2-9835-5061
pingpong129.com

PARIS

Latin America Hidden in Paris:
Candelaria

The bar’s name is clearly written on the
window, and through it | can see a space with
a bar atmosphere, but | can’t for the life of
me find the entrance.

That’s because the entrance is actually
through a taco shop round the corner of the
building. When you open a side door inside
the taco shop, you enter the speakeasy bar
Candelaria. (The bar is only open from 6 p.m.)

Candelaria is a bar with a Latin American
influence. The special cocktail menu has
been created to showcase colors and tastes
based on various Latin American myths and
legends. The highlight of the place is the
Cuban cocktail mixing technique, where the
bartenders repeatedly pour the ingredients
down in a curving line from above their head.

mfa|of| SA%! =0l — 22| ot

7HA| 0150 Hatl Mo Ql= F=2at I 1Y
E2917] e Ht 37E 20l 27 E =X
S 7t Ql0h 2 THE EH URQEEE
7HAI7H 2451017 THEOICE, SA1F 2F0) A=
E2S g ANF0|X| ot ZHE2t2|0t2 S04
= UCHHKE XME 6A 0|2 0fI2F 2 EHTY).
ZHdi2te|Ots 5Ol2| Feks W2 Hith SX| ZH /Y
Ol 50|19 TSt Matet M S HHYo = A}
St= EBcH L}, 0322 510|2t0|E= HIHIE 7}
2| AMEE FHE J2|H ofiZez 2o
LH2|71E X1 gtEoks FHM ZHE Y A
7IEo|ct.

CHICAGO

A Secret Cocktail Bar:

The Violet Hour

It must be near here.... Looking at the
Google map, we didn’t know which way to
turn. No matter how much we searched, we
couldn’t see the sign. We walked up and
down dozens of times in front of a funny
mural painted on a shabby wooden building.

Suddenly our photographer shouted out
“Here!” and pointed at something. In the
middle of the mural, we saw a gold-colored
door handle.

When we turned the door handle, a totally
different space unfolded before our eyes.
The aura of a premium cocktail bar with an
enormously high ceiling! In this perfectly
secretive space, we tasted Chicago’s finest
cocktails. If you go to Chicago sometime,
don’t miss this magical experience.

H|'Ze| Z}E| Y HE — HIO|Z3! Of20]
=23 0| ZHUL--. = S SO MUEH
YL SIS OFF 2| S2EHE ZHH0| HO[X|
O

[E-P VN

-

ALt 5IES LIF 20 2247 LAZAYR
B3} ofs 4 MY “0F, 07]1" L#O]
OITI7HS 7121710 QAT Hat St =4
=127 FlojLtet AACE BF 20F ZH Y
B2t =0 4ot 212|E L 25|
M22 S2H0| =0l ZHAC. M0l FY =2
Z2(0| ZiH|Y HEQ| OF22f! 23| HIA 22
0] SZHIM R2|= A7t 2[119| ZiE|YS
SOIRUCt. AH7E A|7t0) 7Tt 0] MH|Z22
HYES & SHEAIZ.

2 2 Rue de Saintonge, 75003 Paris
@ +33 1-42-74-41-28 [ candelariaparis.com

€ 1520 N. Damen, Chicago, IL 60622
B +1 773-252-1500 [ theviolethour.com



VENICE

Located in Montegrotto Terme, a spa resort
near Venice, Italy, Y-40 The Deep Joy is

the world's deepest pool. An underwater
tank, caves, and a tunnel are located at the
bottom of the pool, some 40 meters below
the water surface. The water temperature

is kept at around 92 degrees Fahrenheit
with thermal water from nearby hot springs,
allowing swimmers to enjoy comfortable and
safe diving. In addition to diving classes,
the facility also hosts performances by
underwater choreographers and artists that
can be viewed from the inside and outside
of the pool. ¥ y-40.com

PARIS

Hotel Molitor Paris is a boutique

hotel with spacious swimming pools
surrounded by an impressive retro-styled
building. The pools have been close

to the Parisian heart for a long time
(they opened in 1929), having served
as a social club, a venue for swimming
competitions, and as ice skating rinks.
The former swimming pool complex has
been rebuilt as a boutique hotel themed
on art—the venue frequently hosts
events in collaboration with artists.

The main pool is also known for its role
in Life of Pi, the award-winning novel and
the 2012 film. The eponymous main
character, Piscine Molitor “Pi” Patel, is
named after the pool. [§ mitr.fr

clipping

POOL

ASIANA magazine presents three

text by Ha Eun-A

{//é

Make a Splash,
into a Dreayn Yool

specially designed pools in Europe that
would be certain to please mermaids.
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BARCELONA

Mallorca, a Spanish island that can be reached from
Barcelona by airplane or ferry, has a “bright-faced” pool.
Designed by A2architectos, a Madrid-based architectural
firm, the outdoor pool at Hotel Castell dels Hams features
a smiley face in a bright yellow hue. The pool is designed to
attract attention when viewed from unusual angles, such as
from a hotel terrace, an airplane, or on Google Maps.
castellhotels.com
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Images courtesy of The Organizing Committee of

the 18th FINA World Championships Gwangju 2019 (fina-gwangju2019.com)

This summer, the world is
coming together in the
Korean city of Gwangju to
welcome the 18th FINA
World Championships
Gwangju 2019 and World
Masters Championships.
Gwangju’s summer will be
refreshed by the alluring blue
waters at these aquatic
events.
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The 18th FINA World
Championships Gwangju 2019
Around 15,000 athletes,
officials, and reporters from 200
FINA (Fédération Internationale
de Natation) member countries
are expected to participate.

2 Gwangju Metropolitan City
and Yeosu-si

July 12-28

Swimming (Freestyle,
Breaststroke, Backstroke,
Butterfly, Medley, Relay), Diving,
Water Polo, Artistic Swimming,
Open Water, High Diving
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The 18th FINA World Masters
Championships Gwangju 2019
Anyone over 25 (over 30 for
water polo) from FINA member
countries is eligible to participate
in this international competition.
€ Gwangju Metropolitan City
and Yeosu-si

August 5-18

Swimming (Freestyle,
Breaststroke, Backstroke,
Butterfly, Medley, Relay), Diving,
Water Polo, Artistic Swimming,
Open Water
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A land of vast plains,
star-filled night skies,

and nomads living

their lives in yurts:

Going to Mongolia brings
the traveler a step closer to

the essence of travel.
text by Ko Hyun / photos by O Jak
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An ovoo rock mound

on the summit of
Tsetsee Gun Uul,

in the Bogd Khan Uul
Strictly Protected Area
BCeht SHESHAY
HAHZ A HAo wot 22
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Mongolia’s Natural Wonders

The population of Mongolia is around three
million people. Of these, more than half live in
Ulaanbaatar and nearby the city. The remaining
population lives a nomadic life in the vast plains
and scattered sums (an administrative unit
equivalent to a county) that occupy an area
seven times the size of the Korean peninsula. In
other words, as soon as you get away from
Ulaanbaatar, you find yourself surrounded by
Mongolia’s grandiose nature.

When you cross the Tuul River and drive
south from Ulaanbaatar, a scene of wide-open,
rich green plains and pure blue skies surrounds
you on all sides. The sight of herds of sheep
and horses grazing on the plains along with the
occasional white yurts can quicken your pulse.

Bogd Khan Mountain: A Hiker’s Paradise
Flanking the southern edge of Ulaanbaatar, the
Bogd Khan Uul Strictly Protected Area is
regarded as one of Mongolia’s holy places. In
the past, it was home to monks practicing
Mongolia’s national religion: Lamaistic
Buddhism. More recently, it has gained
popularity as the best hiking place in the vicinity
of Ulaanbaatar.

The Mandshir Khiid monastery, located in
the southern part of the Strictly Protected Area,
is the starting point of a trail that leads to the
highest point of the hike: the Tsetsee Gun Uul
peak (2,258m). The Mandshir Khiid was a major
monastery that once housed as many as 350
Buddhist monks; however, it was largely
destroyed in 1937 by the oppressive Communist
rulers. Apart from the main building, now used
as a museum, few remains can be seen below a
mountain ridge covered with bright green
Siberian larch trees.

Walking along the mountain path while
admiring rare wild flowers such as bellflowers
and poppies and listening to the calls of
mountain birds, you suddenly arrive at a high
point open on all sides. You look up and see a
big rocky peak: the summit of Tsetsee Gun Uul.
On top of the peak is a mound of rocks called
ovoo (their origin can be found in Mongolia’s
shamanistic worship of nature). Wrapped in blue
cloth, ovoo also contain an element of Lamaistic
Buddhism, as they tower over places that are
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In the middle of the night,
when all the lights of

the yurt camp are out,
the stars present an
overwhelming spectacle,
as if they are about to pour
down on the land.
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. The fermented milk drink
suutei tsai is a tradition
among the nomads.

. The nomad Od gets up
at 4:30 each morning
to start the day’s work by
milking his cows.

. RS0 YYo=
EA HE YsR 382
ZE|XI0|(Suutei Tsai).

. R=0 E(0d)E
DN AHE 4A] BHOf| 2oLt
AXS WH 517 LIS
AEFSHCE

locally regarded as sacred. When Mongolians

set off on a long journey, they walk three times
round an ovoo to pray for good fortune.

Gorkhi-Terelj National Park: A Camper’s Utopia
About 50km east of Ulaanbaatar is the Gorkhi-
Terelj National Park—a real paradise on Earth
for campers. The park is bounded by vast
plains, imposing rocky peaks, and a tributary of
the Tuul River, making the 100 camping yurts
that are spread around idyllic places to relax.
Naturally, the rest of the land is occupied by
nomads and their herds of horses, yaks, goats,
and sheep.

In the Mongolian summer, the days are
unusually long. Even at nine o’clock in the
evening the sun is still up in the sky, and only
after 10 p.m. does dusk start to fall. As it
gradually grows dark all around, white smoke
drifts out from the chimneys attached to the
roofs of the yurts, and an amazing show unfolds
in the dark blue sky. Stars begin to appear by
ones and twos until they completely fill the sky,

and in the middle of the night, when all the
lights of the yurt camp are out, the stars look
as if they are about to pour down on the land.
Some people lie on the ground and some tilt
their glasses of liquor as they gaze on the joint
handiwork of space and nature with bated
breath.

Khorkhog: A Feast for Special Guests

The Mongolian nomads’ favorite food, khorkhog,
can be enjoyed at the yurt camps. The dish
requires great effort to prepare: Chopped lamb
meat is placed in a big pot and covered with
stones that have been heated on a wood fire.
Vegetables such as seasoned potatoes and
carrots are added, and the whole thing is
cooked for over three hours.

“In Mongolia we cook khorkhog when we
receive a special guest. For the nomads who are
always on the move, it’s an ideal health food,
giving them all the nutrients they need,” | am
told. The cooked lamb and vegetables are then
brought out in large portions on a big tray. | pick
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The Tuul River, which flows
through the Gorkhi-Terelj
National Park, continues by
way of Selenge to Russia’s
Lake Baikal.
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. Mongolian horses are
rather small in stature, but
outstanding in strength.

. Tsonjin Boldog ,
the largest statue of
Genghis Khan in Mongolia

. At Tsonjin Boldog, visitors
are met by an eagle.

The Kazakh people of
Mongolia are famous for
hunting with eagles.
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up a piece of meat with both hands and take a
big bite. It tastes quite different from the usual
lamb chops. The meat is tender and there’s
none of the smell that often comes with lamb.

A special feast should not omit liquor.
Thanks to the long-term influence of Russia,
Mongolians usually enjoy khorkhog with vodka.
But there’s also a drink that you can only have
in the summer: airag, the nomads’ traditional
liquor. It is made from horse’s milk that’s been
fermented while stirring it over 3,000 times. The
taste is a bit sour at first, but gradually a
delicate fragrance like the smell of the grass on
the plains comes to linger in the tip of your
nose. The alcohol content is only about 3%, and
the nomads drink airag like a soft drink.

Remembering Genghis Khan: Tsonjin Boldog
Just outside the Gorkhi-Terelj National Park,
endless plains fill the horizon. After driving east
for about 20 minutes from the park, an even
more unreal scene unfolds. Rising 40m above
the horizon is the colossal Tsonjin Boldog
statue. The statue represents Genghis Khan,
who founded the Mongolian Empire by
conquering the Eurasian landmass with his

20,000 mounted warriors. From this place,
where according to legend Genghis Khan
discovered a golden horsewhip, the statue looks
down thoughtfully to his birthplace, Khentii.

Today, tourists flock to Tsonjin Boldog. Since
entering an age of freedom and openness,
Mongolia has changed little by little, but the
nomads and their herds still roam the empty
plains as they did when Genghis Khan held
sway. And tourists enchanted with this place
follow in their footsteps. @

Ko Hyun is editor of Lonely Planet Magazine Korea.
0 Jak is a photographer who enjoys the outdoor life.

From July 9, Asiana Airlines will have round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—Ulaanbaatar three times weekly.
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Genghis Khan Square

A visit to Ulaanbaatar begins

at Genghis Khan Square.
The Square is one of the local people’s
main places of recreation. Around
it are several major tourist attractions,
and at the National Museum of
Mongolia to the northwest you can
survey Mongolia’s long history, from
the Neolithic age to the present.
© Genghis Khan Square, Peace Ave
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Genghis Khan Square, Peace Ave

Tumen Ekh Mongolian

&)

Mongolia’s traditional singing technique

National Song & Dance
Ensemble

khéémei involves the throat, nose, and
chest all at the same time. If you want
to hear it done properly, go to the
Tumen Ekh Mongolian National Song &
Dance Ensemble. Here you can watch
a 90-minute performance that includes
traditional dance, music, and
acrobatics besides the mysterious
khdédmei singing.
tumenekh.wordpress.com
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6km

Gandan Tegchenling

Monastery

Mongolia’s national religion is
Lamaistic Buddhism, brought over from
Tibet. Its headquarters is the Gandan
Tegchenling Monastery, to the west of
Ulaanbaatar. It was largely destroyed
during the 1937 communist
suppression of religion, but has been
restored since 1990. The most
impressive thing to see there is the
26-meter Buddha statue in the Main
Hall, which is the largest such statue
in Central Asia. @ gandan.mn
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city break

Hong Kon
Art Map Update
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Hong Kong is a city optimized for art-themed tourism, standing shoulder-to-shoulder
with New York and London as a main international stage for the arts.

The flavor of art is strong all over the city. Each year, new spaces are opened and
new artistic landscapes are formed. Meanwhile, at the annual Art Basel

and Art Central events you can see works by today’s hottest artists from around
the world. Remember the spaces we introduce here, and you’ll grasp Hong Kong’s
latest artistic trends in NO time. textand photos by Kim Na-Young
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The Mills =2+

A former textile factory has been refitted into a
cultural space. In the 1950s, Hong Kong
enjoyed a boom in manufacturing. At the time,
Hong Kong was Asia’s largest exporter of textile
products. At the heart of that industry was the
Nan Fung Group, whose factory was located in
the Tsuen Wan District—the hub of the textile
spinning and weaving industry, where many
factories still stand to this day.

In 2014, to mark the 60th anniversary of its
foundation, the Nan Fung Group announced a
plan to convert its factory building into a cultural
space, and after a long renovation project it
opened it to the public. This innovative cultural
hub was named The Mills.

The building kept its original appearance,
while its spaces were adapted for uses
appropriate to the present purposes. The vibe
of the factory was preserved in the structural
framework, stairs, etc., thanks to a restoration
job that preserved the original look even in
small details such as the signage and the sand
boxes that were provided to fight fires. This is
not just a cultural space, but a small-scale
business incubator, as well as a meaningful
source of support for young artists.

The little shops inside the building are
enough to pique your curiosity, but the place you
must visit without fail is the Centre for Heritage,
Arts and Textile (CHAT). Just opened in March,
this innovative space exhibits the history of
Hong Kong’s textile industry while also running
workshops for visitors. The location in Tsuen
Wan is a little distance away from central
Hong Kong, but it's well worth making the effort
to get there.
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In Hong Kong Central’s SoHo District, PMQ has
long been regarded as the hottest local cultural

complex, but an update to that title is now
needed. Tai Kwun is a new cultural complex on
Hollywood Road, created as part of Hong Kong’s
ambitious urban renewal project. A historic \I/,
building more than 170 years old, formerly used /|\\
as a police station, prison, and law court, has
been reborn after 10 years of remodeling. It's
no exaggeration to call this Hong Kong's biggest
restoration project.

Besides spaces for exhibitions and
performances, Tai Kwun houses a variety of
designer shops for fashion and lifestyle
products, as well as reputable restaurants. It's
a place where you could spend a whole day,
whether in stimulating spaces such as the first
Asian bookstore of the German art book
publisher Taschen; restaurants such as the Old
Bailey, which offers selections from the cuisine

of China’s Jiangnan region; or tea houses such
as a branch of Hong Kong's famous Lock Cha.
Tai Kwun comprises several buildings, and to

see the whole complex you should give yourself
plenty of time. It will be more fun the more
thoroughly you explore it.
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The Xiqu Centre 4=

Hong Kong’s artistic spaces had previously been
concentrated in the Central area, but today you
can continue on an art-themed tour even after
crossing over to the Kowloon Peninsula. Victoria
Harbour, located in the west of the peninsula, is
home to one of the world’s largest cultural
projects: The West Kowloon Cultural District.

The Xiqu Centre is part of this development
project. It is a place that stages performances
of Cantonese operas and Chinese traditional
operas known as xiqu. The building, inspired by
the shape of traditional Chinese lanterns,
combines classic and contemporary aesthetics.

Inside the Centre is the Grand Theatre,
where world-class companies stage
performances, and the Tea House Theatre,
where you can enjoy tea and cookies while
watching a performance. There are also guided
tours that provide useful information as you
walk through the Xiqu Centre.

The Moon Lok Chinese Restaurant is
recommended while you are touring the building.
Here you can sample Cantonese cuisine in a
sophisticated space. The Cantonese duck is
worth a try, and you can watch the chefs
skillfully bone it and prepare it before serving it
to customers.
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Another part of the West Kowloon Cultural
District project is M+, a museum of visual
culture. M+ will be fully opened in 2020 and will
collect, interpret, and display visual culture,
including modern and contemporary visual art,
design, architecture, and moving images.

M+ feels like something more than a
museum: Its finishing touches are still being
applied here and there, but the imposing
building already exudes an unusual energy. You
get the feeling that it won't be long until the
space will be teeming with art lovers.
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One part of M+, the M+ Pavilion, was T ' T
opened first in 2016, and it has presented a
succession of interesting exhibitions since its

opening. Its current exhibition, «Five Artists: Site

Encountered», presents the artistic world of five
female artists from around the world, including
Korea’s Lee Bul, Hong Kong's May Fung, and
Spain’s Lara Almarcegui. The exhibition
continues until October 20.
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Wong Chuk Hang ===

Located in the south of Hong Kong, the Wong
Chuk Hang area has emerged as a new art zone
thanks to the opening of the Hong Kong subway
system MTR’s South Island Line. The
combination of trendy graffiti art and the rough
look of an industrial district is reminiscent of
New York’s Brooklyn borough. Here, too, art
galleries and studios are clumped together.

The entrance of the raw-looking building is
crowded with parked cargo trucks. After you ride
up in a former freight elevator, you reach a
gallery that feels as a space from some other
dimension, making you gasp in wonder.

The galleries in the Wong Chuk Hang area
are generally open from Tuesday to Saturday,
and it is worth exploring them thoroughly. Most
of the galleries are clustered on Wong Chuk
Hang Road. It can be hard to tell from the
exterior of the buildings that they house
galleries inside, so it’s best to check their
locations in advance through their homepages.

If you like beer, it's an added reason to go to
Wong Chuk Hang. The Young Master Brewery
has revived the spirit of Hong Kong's craft
breweries. As befits a brand inspired by the
1960s Hong Kong culture, the brewery has
chosen for its symbol a design of red trousers
(reminiscent of Hong Kong martial arts movies).
The design appears on the beer labels, and the
brewery sells a variety of goods with the same
design. Every Saturday, you can join a brewery
tour conducted in either English or Cantonese.
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Hong Kong Island’s Central District is the heart
of Hong Kong’s art world, as some of the world’s
prominent galleries are gathered here. The
Pedder Building, which houses the Gagosian
Gallery and Lehmann Maupin Gallery, and the
Agricultural Bank of China, home to the White
Cube and Galerie Perrotin, are essential
stopping places on any gallery tour, and since
last year there’s been another gallery building to
visit: H Queen’s Building.

Here, floor after floor is filled with world-
class galleries whose names are enough to
make your eyes open wider: The David Zwirner
Gallery, Hauser and Wirth Gallery, Pace Gallery,
Tang Contemporary Gallery, etc. And there’s a
steady stream of exhibitions by artists as
famous as the galleries. At times of changeover
between exhibitions, it feels as if the whole
building is changing into new clothing.

| recommend starting at Galerie Ora-Ora, on
the top floor of the building, and slowly working
your way down. Each time you come out from an
exhibition at one of these galleries, your
expanded cultural horizons and revitalized
sensibilities will add depth to your travel
experience.
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in an article about art spaces, but if you stay at O&d Hoj 2= Y FE(Ming Court) HAEZE

the Cordis Hong Kong you'll understand the =7 £ giCh 10 g% Ol&d HE |62 HAEZ0

reason. Cordis Hong Kong is a truly artistic o 2 o] Lesl? ME = Q2|0 242l Hojze

hotel. HFol 0|4 &S V4 B0iSE X0ICh @
Artworks are displayed as soon as you walk

in through the hotel entrance, and can be seen FM BE. 83 #33(discoverhongkong.com),

IW=2 2|0t74+H0|0|E(canon-ci.co.kr)

everywhere inside. The hotel’s collection
comprises around 1,500 items with a total ofAjOtLHEE 2 ME(2M) - 53 717t2
value of more than five million dollars, including

works by legendary Chinese artists like Yue
Minjun and Wang Guangyi.

This is a place where you can enjoy an art
tour just by passing through the lobby and
walking along the corridors. An art tour card
provided by the concierge allows you to
appreciate the hotel’s collection in more detail.

The hotel also offers a variety of experience
programs to make your memories of Hong Kong
even more special, including free tai chi classes
at the poolside, Mong Kok market tours, and
wine tastings.

And let’s not forget the bright Michelin star
of the Ming Court restaurant. This restaurant
has kept its Michelin star for the past 10 years.
Need | say more? With traditional Cantonese
cuisine complemented by wine pairings, fine
dining is raised to another level. @

With assistance from the Hong Kong Tourism Board
(discoverhongkong.com),
Canon Korea Consumer Imaging (canon-ci.co.kr)

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights twice a day
between Seoul (Incheon)—Hong Kong.
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Here are some tips to make your
Hong Kong art tour even richer.

£3 tlE 0iYS O S Y5 USHFE=E 2.

Temple Street
Night"Market

S Museum’of-History:

Hong Kong

:
¥ /) CUSEW\A}/B}Y

-

Art Basel Hong Kong and
Art Central
Late March, when Art Basel

Hong Kong is held, is a time when
Hong Kong overflows with events and
things to see. In a big exhibition venue
occupying two floors of the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre
(HKCEC), Art Basel Hong Kong provides
an opportunity to see a broad
spectrum of world-class artworks. Art
Central, held at the same time, should
be included in the same visit.
artbasel.com/hong-kong
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artbasel.com/hong-kong

Art Lane

Sai Ying Pun is fast rising as a

popular district where each new
venue soon becomes a hot venue.
Here you can find Art Lane, a street of
colorful murals. Local and international
artists have made the buildings of Ki
Ling Lane and Chung Ching Street as
canvases for their works. If you're
looking for an unusual photograph
setting, give this area a shot.
© Chung Ching St, Sai Ying Pun
one-artlane.com.hk

OLE 2!

SO0IME= X0t SHEY|0|AZ S35 Q17|
Xz S5 AM0|AE(Sai Ying
Pun)oll= &t2{st B3t 7H{2(Ql OfE 2j|210]
QULE #X| ol=7HS2 MA2| ol=71=0]

7| & 22/(Ki Ling Lane)t &3
AEZ|E(Chung Ching Street) =22 B2
ZEQUZIMO| FHHA 2 SHEEAIZAC

@ Chung Ching St, Sai Ying Pun
one-artlane.com.hk

Artistree

If you are visiting the Yick

Cheong Building, recently
reborn as a mecca for souvenir
photographs, don’t forget to call in at
Artistree. This cultural space is located
on Taikoo Place. Here exhibitions and
performances are given in a space
equipped with audio-visual facilities
and stage lighting of a standard used
by professional theater companies. It
always has a high-quality exhibition.
©@ 1/F Cambridge House, Taikoo Place,
King’s Rd, Quarry Bay @ taikooplace.com
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Fun Comes First

Awaiji Island is about an hour’s drive from Osaka,
or an hour and a half from Kansai Airport. To the
people of Kansai, the island is a popular place for
a drive or a weekend outing. The island is also
renowned for its flowers. Recent investment from
a company as part of a local development project
has brought various theme parks and
accommodation facilities to the island, changing
its character.

Nijigen no Mori is a theme park located at the
heart of Awaji Island. The park attracts crowds of
visitors with its novel amusements that feature
anime characters and technology. The park has
three main attractions: First is the Shin-Chan
Aventure Park, an experience park on the theme of
anime characters. Models of the familiar
characters combine with zip lines and equipment,
offering extreme experiences and loads of fun to
children.

Second (and most recently opened) is Natuto
and Boruto, a theme park based on a popular
manga series set in a world of ninjas. Here you
can fully experience the characters’ outlooks and
personalities through quiz and mission activities.
Features to heighten the fun include a three-
dimensional maze and an augmented reality app.
Thanks to the vivid re-creation of the anime
characters’ world, many people enjoy character
cosplay here.

Lastly, the Night Walk—Phoenix Experience
can be described as the highlight of Nijigen no
Mori. This projection mapping show takes its
theme from Phoenix, a work by Osamu Tezuka, who
is known as the father of Japanese manga comics.
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Visitors can enjoy a
zipline ride at the Shin-
Chan Adventure Park.

. Children and adults can

enjoy the attractions
at the Shin-Chan
Adventure Park.

3. The theme park

reproduces the
world of the popular
anime Naruto and
Boruto: Naruto Next
Generations.
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A special feature of the show is its background: a
forest, not a projection on the screen of a building
wall. The 1.2km walk through the forest at night
that follows the plot of a story based on the world
of Phoenix is a fantasy in itself. Does it sound
childish? Experience it yourself, and that word will
melt away. Whether child or adult, it’s only a matter
of time before you'll lose yourself in this
surrealistic world.

Another famous character that can be seen on
Awaji Island is Hello Kitty. While driving beside the
sea, | saw a building in the shape of Kitty’s head
called Hello Kitty Smile. The building houses an
exclusive Hello Kitty theater, a gallery, shop,
restaurant, and café. And sure enough, all these
spaces have been designed on the theme of Hello
Kitty. For Hello Kitty fans, this place is a real
mecca. With their beautiful seaside settings, the
restaurant and café are especially popular as
dating places.

Eat and Eat Some More

| liked many things about Awaiji Island, but if | had
to name the one thing that impressed me the
most, it would be the food. Here | experienced a
real feast of a variety of local produce. Every meal
was so tasty that | wanted to forever preserve their
memory.

The first place | visited was Miele, a café-
restaurant where you can have a meal while
looking out over a great expanse of blue sea. The
generously topped pizza was impressive, and the
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. Enjoy a night on

Awaiji Island with
“Night Walk - Phoenix
Experience,” a light
and sound show
using projection
mapping.

. The Hello Kitty Smile

Building features a
Hello Kitty themed
gallery, restaurant,
terrace café and
shop.

. A gallery space

dedicated exclusively
to Hello Kitty

. The entrance to a

shop offering Hello
Kitty character goods
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1. Café-restaurant Miele

offers a pizza topped
with onions and baby
anchovies, which are
local specialties.

. The interior of Ristorante,
an Italian restaurant at
Scuola

. At Ristorante, the pasta
dishes made with
generous amounts of
fresh local ingredients
are highly recommended.
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key ingredients used in the topping were the local
specialty products: anchovies and onions. The
taste of salty anchovies on a pizza was fresh and
addictive, and the moist, sweet onions kept me
eating without stop. It was so good, | felt | could
finish a whole pizza pie by myself.

Converted from an old elementary school,
Scuola is a place that combines a specialty
product market, bakery, and restaurant. At
Ristorante, the Italian restaurant upstairs, you can
sample dishes from a menu created by Masayuki
Okuta, who is ranked among the world’s 1,000
best chefs. Naturally, this restaurant uses a lot of
local ingredients, including onions, seafood, and
Awaji beef. If you want to experience the local
taste of Awaji in a multi-course meal, this is the
ideal place. A retro-style interior that feels like a
set from a movie comes into its own when you
stare into the million-dollar sunset through the
restaurant’s windows.

The favorite place of my companion on this trip
was Ocean Terrace. True to its name, this is a
place where you can sit on a terrace overlooking
the sea while you cook and eat your own Awaji
beef steak— a variety no less renowned than
Kobe beef. Here you can choose from a wide range
of steaks, according to cut and size. When my
traveling companion —a real meat-lover—took a
bite, tears almost came to his eyes as the tender
Awaiji beef steak melted in his mouth. The fresh
blue sea rippled before us, and the all-you-can-eat
salad bar overflowed with tasty selections.
Happiness is nothing if not this!

A Comfy Nature Refuge

The Grand Chariot resort can be found at the
highest point in the Nijigen no Mori theme park.
With each of its guest rooms located in a separate
building, the resort makes one think of a hidden
lodge in the woods. Its guest rooms are shaped
like cocoons, which adds to their coziness. The
texture of the natural wood shows through in the
rooms, which are provided with terraces, big
windows looking out over the beautiful natural
scenery, and ceilings with generous sky windows. |
felt wonderful relaxing in a comfortable mountain
villa, surrounded by pristine nature. Stars sparkled
in the sky, birds twittered outside, and my gaze
rested on green trees and the wavy sea. Even the
air | breathed felt pure.



. Restaurant Ocean Terrace

overlooks the blue sea.

. At Ocean Terrace, diners

can grill their own Awaji
beef steaks and take full
advantage of the salad bar
offerings.

L HAEY QMHZIANAM

LHCH2 FE HiLh

= T=

. QUERIANME HITHS

Hi2tEH OfetX|+ AH|0|ZE
A 1Q HE 4 QIC}, M3E
HIE AE6| 88 XL.

S2HScuola)= Hust ZSEIWE 3| H|0|MEt
zoz g)lk_}': |:||—5HI H#|0|7z2|, HAEZH0| 20 °'I:t. PN

fi
L
0||'|;
o

}2})(|Mg| M2E
AR OIED HOHH

# 030 SHO| 713 FOLS RS QUERIAICH
0|2 ZICHE HICH7} LHCHEO = Ef|2FAO)A]

HITELSOILE OIS OfRIXITH ABIO|TS X 7

4 QU= ROIGICL HYER, 7[R DS 4+ U
= CHYYCE 27| DHJOQ! S30| 3t @) Hioj 21
U xF HE|O £2S S2 O2IKIT AH0|T=
SOILYZICE. 74710f Q0= A2t BIC}
HOREX| 7HRICH B4 4 QU= M2l HioE

St SAI0] AETL HHICE 20| T2 ) opLiRICt,

=

2

AF2]2(Grand Chariot). & Z{A0| &2 0|204Z,
#2490 &7 EXS HBAH St 2XEL T
GIAIAF | ZAIS Y=o ke T2 Sy otatEte
G5k, OFSCHE RHel 20| LACH:O|S O &2
Bl2tA, 121 5Hs 2 22 rE 4 QU= MAK| 25D
O'Er el B0l 212 oraé K0 Lals EAlS
ﬁ:ﬁ FRIT, Eto s
2 21} HHCh}
SOfRts 2. & 4l g—7|nrx1 2240] r 71| LIAHCE
X

Ral
mufn

= T M




There’s another special reason for coming to
the Grand Chariot: the character rooms associated
with the theme park. Staying with your children in
rooms like Crayon Shin-chan or Hello Kitty will
create unforgettable memories for the whole
family. Each room is provided with furnishings and
decorations appropriate to its theme so that you
can spend a unique night in a space from the
world of manga.

The food is another big draw at the resort,
considering that the price of staying here includes
breakfast and an evening meal. The food is so
tasty it would be a crying shame to miss even one
meal. The resort’s restaurant offers food made
with Awaji specialty ingredients under the direction
of chef Yamashita Haruyuki, who runs a total of 13
restaurants in Japan and overseas. We finished
each carefully prepared side dish of the traditional
Japanese breakfast, and for dinner we had a
sukiyaki-style meal that included sea urchin roe,
eel, and Awaji beef steak. Each meal deserved to
be called an Awaji-style feast. @

In cooperation with Pasona(pasonagroup.co.jp,
awaji-grandchariot.com)

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights 6 times a day
between Seoul (Incheon/Gimpo) - Osaka (Kansai).

. Aview of the Grand

Chariot Resort
surrounded by pristine
green nature

. The Crayon Shin-

Chan themed room
is extremely popular
among family guests.

. Enjoy a hearty Japanese

style breakfast in fresh
air at a table terrace.
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Here are some places that will make
your trip to Awaji Island even more
special.
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Scuola—— Bakery and

Specialty Product Market

The bakery and specialty
product market located beside the
restaurant at Scuola is a must-visit
place. At the bakery, I'd recommend
the cakes in the shape of the local
mascot, the alpaca, and the bread
made with the local specialty: onions.
The specialty product market also
offers products made with onions,
including various dressings, soups, and
onion-flavored crackers. & 843
Nojimahikinoura @ nojima-scuola.com
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Nojimahikinoura @ nojima-scuola.com

Hello Kitty Smile —
0 Afternoon Tea

At the upstairs café in the
annex of the Hello Kitty Smile building,
you can have the Hello Kitty Afternoon
Tea. A three-layer cake stand is filled
with cute little foods, from cakes in the
shape of Hello Kitty to dumplings,
tarts, macaroons, and puddings.
Include a cappuccino with Hello Kitty
latte art. € 985-1 Nojimahikinoura
@ +81 799-70-9037
awaji-resort.com/hellokittysmile
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=240| 3t HAIE 715 MI2Ch o470l 2=
7|E| 2tE| OEE Bt 7HEX| /K| ZS &AL
© 985-1 Nojimahikinoura

3 +81 799-70-9037
awaji-resort.com/hellokittysmile
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Awaji Yumebutai

You can see Tadao Ando’s

architecture on Awaji island,
too. Awaji Yumebutai combines
facilities including an outdoor garden
and botanical garden, theater, hotel,
and meeting rooms. It's a fine place to
see Tadao Ando’s architecture in a
natural setting, and the pinnacle of that
combination is the Hundred-Step
Garden. & 2 Yumebutai
0 +81 799-74-1000 @ yumebutai.co.jp
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Utopia usually refers to an ideal place
that doesn’t exist in reality, but to
photographer Hannaz utopia means
quite the opposite. Hannaz sees

glimpses of utopia in real spaces and
scenes.

o
Te

An island in the south of Italy; a beach soaked
by the hot summer sun; people reclining under
their colorful beach parasols; bodies swimming
slowly in the swelling blue sea: In this
photograph by Hannaz, the feeling of leisure is
present in the air and the temperature of a
typical summer’s day. Hannaz describes the
moment she pressed the shutter of her camera
as having “just the right temperature for ignoring
reality.”

Hannaz’s photographs aim to uncover the
utopia hidden in reality. The artist considers
that today’s concept of utopia is closer to very
realistic wishes—such as the desire for comfort
and security. Hannaz calls these forms of utopia
places of escape, and visualizes them in her
photographs.

Hannaz does her best work on a hot summer
beach, when the air is stifling. Her whole body
feels the heat that seems to melt and drip down
from the sky as she starts taking photographs.
She does this because our feelings and

eye

text by Kim Na-Young
photos by Hannaz

Jtoois

thoughts become simpler in extreme
circumstances. She walks around aimlessly until

he finds a moment that manifests the feeling
she was looking for, then she snaps the photo.
The captured image is a fleeting utopian scene.
She then refines the moment through
subsequent processing until the day’s mood,
colors, sky, sunlight, and expression are
properly expressed.

Hannaz chose photography as her main
medium of expression despite having majored
in Oriental Painting in university, because
for her photography was the best means of
recreating the moments she was after.

To Hannaz, the camera is just a recording
tool. Her version of utopia embodies the simple
ideals that we we all crave. Because
they exist in reality, we can relate to them more
strongly. @

Hannaz is a photographer who explores the boundary
between the real and the ideal. Her work can also be seen
at Galerie Frida in Seoul. (hannaz.me)
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Hello, My Name

IS

Paul Smith is pleasant, dignified,
and witty. Perhaps that’s why this
renowned fashion designer has
been so widely admired for the past
50 years.

The global fashion brand Paul Smith started out
as a small shop in a back alley of Nottingham,
England, and has grown to comprise 116 outlets
in 73 countries. Its founder, an English
gentleman with wavy grey hair who looks great in
a suit, has a flair for witty comments. When
asked why he pronounces his name with an
emphasis, he replies, “Because | don’'t expect

spotlight

text by Lee So-Jin

everyone to know who | am.” Smith says he is
a modest man, but his brightly striped socks
point to a strong self-confidence rather than
modesty.

Smith was born in England in 1946. At first,
he dreamed of being a racing cyclist, but he
had to give up on that idea following a serious
injury at the age of 17. After the accident, he
started work in a fashion shop, which gave
him the opportunity to open his own shop on
Byard Lane in 1970. It was a one-room shop
measuring only three square meters.

As a young man of 21, Smith made a living
holding various part-time jobs while working
on his objectives. After presenting his first
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men'’s collection under the Paul Smith label in
Paris in 1976, customers sought him out for
his unique designs and success followed.

Paul Smith’s fashion philosophy is “classic
with a twist.” Suits that show respect without
being boring, colors and prints full of
confidence, details that sparkle with wit, all
seem to be in their proper place. At one time,
brightly colored stripe designs were the hallmark
of Paul Smith. But the designer knew when to
change, even if it would lose him sales. Being
obvious or predictable is his greatest fear.

No two Paul Smith outlets show the same
concept. If the French store has chandeliers and
pictures in golden frames, the Tokyo branch
shows minimalist products in a traditional
building floored with tatami mats. The pink store
in Los Angeles has become a place of
pilgrimage, where tourists take souvenir
photographs. “l don’t think people all over the
world want to buy the same designs of clothing
from identical Paul Smith outlets,” says Smith.

That belief shows Smith’s business acumen.
In 1979, Smith sold Dieter Rams’ Braun
calculators and pink Dyson vacuum cleaners at
his Covent Garden store. Today there’s nothing
unusual about selling items that go well with the
clothes, but at the time it was a radical
marketing move.

Paul Smith

Smith has been knighted as a fashion
designer, but many people like him even
without being particularly interested in fashion.
In Korea, for example, his exhibition at the
Daelim Museum in 2010 attracted 40,000
visitors, demonstrating the public interest in a
design exhibition as well as Paul Smith’s
drawing power.

The same is true of Smith’s 2013 exhibition
«Hello, My Name is Paul Smith» at London’s
Design Museum, which drew the largest number
of visitors in the museum’s history: 600,000.
That exhibition has been taken around the world,
and its 11th stop is Korea. «Hello, My Name is
Paul Smith» will run through August 25 at the

Design Museum of DDP. “I was happy to see
Paul’s untidy desk revealed to the public,” says
the exhibition’s curator, the Design Museum’s
Deyan Sudjic, with a smile. “It’s the first time
I’'ve seen a desk that’s messier than my own.”
Smith’s current exhibition displays around 1,500
items, including photographs taken by Smith
and clothing collections and collaborative
products.

Smith’s Covent Garden studio has been
transferred intact to the exhibition. It is
crammed with things Smith has collected while
traveling around the world, and gifts sent to him
by fans. The space is so full of objects that
there isn’t even room for the owner to sit down
properly. Also included is the rubber chicken that
Smith takes with him whenever he goes to Japan
(at times when the atmosphere becomes
awkward, he takes some odd object out of his
bag and makes everyone laugh).

Smith likes collecting as much as he likes
traveling. Wherever he goes, he looks around
with curiosity, and keeps taking photographs. To
him, traveling the world and collecting things
that he likes is an important source of
inspiration. Seoul is one of the places he likes:
“Seoul is a city where old and new coexist. | was
very impressed when | went to Ikseondong
recently.”

Why do people admire Paul Smith so much?
Because he’s fun. Not limiting himself to
fashion, Smith designs “experiences” by
crossing freely between fields like photography,
design, and art. Through the things that inspire
him, our lives become richer and more
enjoyable. His pleasant nature never wavers.

It’s not easy for one person’s character to
become a brand and for that brand to remain
popular for a long time.

Now in his seventies, Paul Smith still goes to
work every morning to his fifth-floor office
without an elevator, and in the afternoon he
drops by the store and jokes with the
customers. If you happen to meet him, he will
smile brightly and say, “Hello, my name is
Paul Smith.” @

Lee So-Jin has worked for various culture and arts magazines
since 2009. She has been editor of Trans Trend Magazine and
Monthly Art, and currently works as editor of Ordinary.
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