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“Deep Breath,”
acrylic on canvas,
100x72.7cm,
2017

cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

Peaceful Times
Ahn So-Hyun

The essence of the bright and peaceful feeling you get
from Ahn So-Hyun’s paintings is sunlight.
Light is the one motif that runs through all of the artist’s works.

Images courtesy of the artist



“Awaiting,”

acrylic on canvas,
116.8x72.7cm,
2016

The feeling you get standing before a painting by Ahn So-Hyun
is warm and peaceful. Your heart becomes calm. Chairs that
face a table, sofas that line up side by side, even the empty
seats at the seaside or at a bus stop all entice you to take a
rest. In depictions of pieces of cloth that flutter in the breeze
or the clothes that wave on their hangers you can almost
smell the scent of freshly washed laundry. The sunlight in the
picture is not just seen; you can feel it.

Ahn’s home-studio in Bucheon, Gyeonggido Province,
much like her paintings, is bathed in sunlight that streams in
through thin white curtains. In her studio, dressed in lavender
clothing that suits her well, the artist is explaining to me how
her sad childhood became the foundation for her bright,
genial works. Having overcome the opposition of her parents,
she enrolled in an art high school and majored in video art.
As a school girl, she used to go up to the roof of the school

“Soap,”

acrylic on canvas,
53x53cm,

2017

to look for sunlight. Later, she made up her mind to go on a
backpacking trip, and ended up in a village in Nepal. And
there, more than anything, she fell in love with the light. She
stayed for a whole month just to enjoy the sunlight.
Eventually, the dampness in her heart dried up.

Ahn recalls those days and how they affected her:

“I thought, it’s nice and warm, | should spend my life doing
what | want to. After six months on the road, | came back
and picked up the brush once more. That was 10 years ago.”

The cafés, restaurants, streets, and shops that appear
in Ahn’s paintings are scenes that she discovered by chance
— by simply taking a bus and getting off at random stops.

A midday walk to her does not mean boredom, but leisure. If
you follow her, just getting to and from work or school
becomes an everyday journey. After her walks, she makes a
quick sketch or jots down the feeling of a moment, then puts
it on canvas.

“When you fall in love with a scene, everything around it
disappears, and only what you want to see remains,” she
explains. “From the things I've seen, | only paint what
remains vividly in my memory. It's not that I've erased the
background—1 don’t even think of it.”

That’s probably why familiar subjects come out looking
like exotic foreign lands in her artworks —scenes that are
both realistic and surrealistic. It's because when you let your
eyes rest on these paintings for a while, they bring back
memories of your own. Similar spaces, or similar memories. @

Cho Sang-In has been working as an art reporter for the cultural section of the Seoul
Economic Daily for the past 10 years.



“Blue Breath,”

acrylic on canvas,

145.5x112.1cm, “Botanical Garden,”
2017 acrylic on canvas,

260.6x193.9¢cm,
2017

“Candle,”

acrylic on canvas,
53x53cm,
2017
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“Talk about Resting,”

acrylic on canvas,
193.9x130.3cm,
2017
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“Talk about Resting,”
acrylic on canvas, 193.9x130.3cm, 2017

You can get the digital version of ASIANA

from the Apple App Store, Android Google Play
and Tapzin App.
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Image courtesy of Tourism Authority of Thailand

BANGKOK

Beat the Heat in Songkran

April is the hottest month in tropical
Thailand. Still, there is good reason to

go to Thailand in April: Songkran,
Thailand's biggest festival, is held at this
time. If you enjoy Songkran, there is no
need to be put off by the searing heat.
Bring your goggles, as there will be plenty
of chances to splash water on one another
during the festival. Visit Thailand during
the Songkran festival and beat the heat!
@ All across Thailand & April 13-15
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SEOUL

«Girogi» Installation Artist Minae Kim’s
Solo Exhibition

Atelier Hermeés's first show of the year

is installation artist Minae Kim's solo
exhibition. Kim is known for her site-
specific art installations, as she employs
the structure of the interior of exhibition
spaces as a portion of or an idea for her
work. Her latest exhibition features her
newest works resulting from her first
attempt at relief, sound, and moving lights.
These works attempt to reveal in the raw
the plausible meanings that society has
given 10 art. OIS Fermes ]

Until May 13 (artist talk on April 21)
I +82 2-3015-3248

PARIS

L’Atelier des Lumiéres, Paris’s First Digital
Museum of Fine Arts

Paris, France, is solidifying its reputation
as the center of fine arts with the opening
of L'Atelier des Lumiéres. The large-
scale digital fine arts museum was
transformed from an old iron foundry in
the 11th arrondissement. The massive
3,300 square meter space has now
become a multimedia canvas where 140
video projectors cast images of some of
the finest artworks onto the walls of the
space, accompanied by music delivered
from a state-of-the-art audio system.
Feature programs for the opening exhibition
are dedicated to Gustav Klimt and Egon
Schiele. B L Atelier des Lumiéres |
Opening exhibition from April 18
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Kenny Gunawan
@kehnnee
Kenny Gunawan is a travel photographer
with a special eye for architecture. He specializes
in capturing the stories of various cities in photos
that burst with vivid colors. Sydney and
other tourist destinations around the world are
featured in all their scenic beauty on
his Instragram page.
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Cherry Blossoms in Osaka

There are many places throughout the world
that come to mind when we think of cherry
blossoms. This time, however, | would like

to recommend Osaka, because there are a
number of ways to enjoy the flowers as they
bloom in the Japanese city. There are about
3,000 cherry trees in the popular Osaka
Castle Park and they are illuminated at night,
providing a unique viewing experience.

At about a 20 minutes’ walk from the castle,
Okawa River’s banks are decorated by cherry
trees, which, in full bloom, create a lovely
scene. Visitors can also view the riverside
cherry blossoms from the river, aboard

a Sakura Special Cruise boat. According to
the Osaka Convention and Tourism Bureau,
the ideal period for cherry blossom viewing
is between April 3 and 10.

[|Osaka Castle Park and other locations|
throughout Osaka @ Sakura Special Cruise

operates until April 8 €Y osaka-info.jp/en
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Tulips in Istanbul

A major tulip festival held yearly in Istanbul,
Turkey, makes April the optimal season for
traveling to the city. This is a chance to see
tulips of all colors splendidly decorate the
Turkish city. The Netherlands would naturally
first come to mind when it comes to tulips,
but the Turkish city is the real hometown

of the bulbous flowers. This is why tulips

are frequently found on traditional Turkish
pottery and ceramic tiles. During the Istanbul
Tulip Festival, a variety of exhibitions and
performances are also planned. The most
popular festival locations include Emirgan
Park, where visitors can get great scenic views
over the landscape of the Bosphorus Strait,
and Sultanahmet Square, which features

the biggest tulip carpet in the world.

) Sultanahmet Square and other location
throughout Istanbul & Month of April

D) hometurkey.com
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Flowers

Flower festivals are currently in

full swing around the world to celebrate

the arrival of the season of flowery
fragrances. text by Kim Na-Young

Canola Flowers in Jeju

Korea'’s Jeju Island turns yellow around this
time of the year, as canola flowers start to
bloom. While every corner of the resort island
becomes a venue for festivals featuring
blooming canola flowers, a special event
takes place in Gasi-ri, Pyoseon-myeon: This
local festival features a variety of exhibitions
and performances, as well as experience
programs (including canola wreath making).
A variety of local delicacies are served here
against the backdrop of Noksan-ro Road
(which has been selected as one of the

100 most scenic roads in Korea) and the Jeju
Horse Park. The festival offers the opportunity
to literally satisfy all the senses.

April 7-15 @|jejuflowerfestival.com|
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The Taste of Clouds at Bills
— Sydney

Bills, which first opened in Darlinghurst,
Sydney, Australia, is an organic food
restaurant run by chef Bill Granger, who is
also known as “The Egg Master of Sydney.”
Locals and travelers sit together and chat at
a large table placed at the center of the dining
hall. Now, the restaurant has five branches

in five other cities, including Seoul. Its
signature dish is the ricotta hotcakes. Thanks
to the ricotta cheese added to the dough,

the cakes are soft and fluffy, like clouds.

With no sugar or sweeteners added, they also
taste clean. If you are in for the sweet taste,
you can enjoy the cakes with bananas and
crispy honeycomb butter, which are served
with the cakes.

@433 Liverpool St, Darlinghurst NSW 2010|

Australia @ pills.com.au
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Waiting Can Be Fun

Travelers from faraway places as well as locals queue up

with great expectations to savor the sweet tasting desserts served

at the following hot spots, and they are all worth the wait.

text by Ha Eun-A
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86 Champs, Paris

An Organic Hotspot, Blu Jam
Café — Los Angeles

Kamil Majer, who once worked as a chef at a
five-star hotel restaurant, opened this organic
food restaurant in Melrose Avenue, Los
Angeles, California, striving to offer healthy
dishes prepared with fine ingredients. The
restaurant has no freezers, as it serves food
made daily with fresh ingredients purchased
weekly from local farms or markets. The

café also makes most sauces (ketchup,
mayonnaise, and jam) on its own. Its signature
dish, the crunchy French toast, easily breaks
the prejudice that healthy foods do not taste
good. The toast’s sweet sauce, crispy bread,
and fresh fruits create a fantastic harmony

of flavor. Give it a try and you will understand
why it is placed on every table.

Q 13_71 Melrose Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90046
USA. O
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A Stunning Experience,
86 Champs — Paris

French pastry chef and chocolatier Pierre
Hermé has opened a dessert shop at 86,
avenue des Champs-EIysées in Paris,

France. 86 Champs is a new concept store
that Hermé has created by teaming up with
French natural cosmetics brand L'Occitane

en Provence. The collaboration offers an
impressive combination of the two brands,
each producing their desserts and cosmetics,
respectively, using natural ingredients.

A fragrant mini garden with the themes

of verbenas, roses, and chrysanthemums
pleases the eye, as customers enjoy a variety
of desserts offered by the pastry chef.

Savor an unforgettable moment of sweetness
in this brilliant space.

Q] pG Av. Des Champs-Elysees, 15008 Parls,|
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Images courtesy of Blu Jam Café, Tourism Australia, 86 Champs
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Musicians

In the Spotlig

text by Kim Na-Young

Two American musicians of Korean descent have been included

in the performance lineup at the Coachella Valley Music and

Arts Festival, an international music festival that kicks off on April 13.

Yaeji

Last winter, Seoul’s club scene was taken by
storm by Korean-American DJ and producer
Yaeji. Her performance featured a highly
addictive music characterized by exciting
beats that transcend genres, from deep house
to hip hop and pop, and are accompanied by
crisscrossing Korean and English lyrics. Yaeji's
cultural background has played a part in her
music style, which is often described as “good
music to dance to.” Although she was born

in Queens, New York, her Korean immigrant
parents did not want her to become “too
American.” They moved to Atlanta, Georgia,
before returning to Korea, while Yaeji went
back to America for her studies. Having
majored in Fine Arts, she ended up in her
current musical career by blending her DJing
experiences at a school radio station and
various experiments based on her past, fuzzy
memories. When she uploaded her recordings
on YouTube and SoundCloud, she created a
global sensation. Her whispery chanting of
Korean language lyrics is a means for her to
candidly express herself. This way she is able
to reveal her Korean identity while putting a
stamp on her unique musical style. Yaeji is
having a busy year doing a world tour after the
release of her two EPs. Moreover, Yaeji has
been producing some sensuous music videos
that have made her fans wonder in which
direction her passion will explode next.
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Japanese Breakfast

Japanese Breakfast is the unique name of the
solo musical project of Michelle Zauner, the
former guitarist and singer of the Philadelphia
band Little Big League. Some people have
mistaken her for being Japanese. The music
videos in which she appears wearing a
hanbok (the traditional Korean dress) and

the use of lyrics containing Korean words are
her attempts to make a clear declaration of
her Korean identity. Zauner’s debut album,
Psychopomp, was an effort to overcome the
loss of her mother. The release of the album,
which blends pop melodies with a sense of
longing, attracted the attention of the music
media. Zauner says that her second studio
album, Soft Sounds from Another Planet, was
another way for her to express her mourning.
Its electronic sound created with liberal use of
synthesizers and autotune contrasts with the
sounds of the previous album. Zauner chose
Seoul as the venue for the final concert of her
tour. Through her first concert in Korea, she
got to know Korea’s “Godfather of Rock” Shin
Joong-Hyun, singer Kim Jung-Mi, and duo
Pearl Sisters, who opened a new chapter in
Korea’s musical history. She was also deeply
impressed by Korean indie rock bands such as
Se So Neon, Parasol, and Say Sue Me. Just
how these experiences will impact her new
music will be something to look forward to by
all her fans.
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The
Second
Time
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If you’ve ever been to Bangkok, you've probably
seen the famous attractions: The Royal Palace
area, Khaosan Road, Sukhumvit, Siam, etc.

If you're planning a return visit to the Thai capital,
| recommend Ari. In this up-and-coming part

of Bangkok you’ll discover a number of cafés that
will surpass all your expectations.

text by Kim Myun-Joong / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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Puritan

Travel
Back in Time

26/ Sof A ]

Tue—Fri1 p.m.-10 p.m.
Sat-Sun 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

closed on Mondays

When you first set foot in the Puritan, you
may feel a bit confused and start asking
yourself whether you've just walked into a
plant house or a gallery. The green plants
hanging from the interior walls may have
something to do with this. Or it may be
due to the art deco style lamps,
chandeliers, and sculptures that decorate
the interior space. The Renaissance style
artworks that hang on the walls and
sculptures in the ancient Greek style
would not have you guess that the Puritan
is really a café. From the moment you
open the Puritan’s door, you set out on a
journey back in time to some distant
European land.

The café’s name comes from the
owner’s name Purinat Tantinahtana.
Because he studied baking in Japan,
Purinat bakes the shop’s cakes himself

every day, and they are well worth tasting.
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Porcupine
Cafe

A City Oasis

Tue—Sun 10 a.m. — 10 p.m.

closed on Mondays

At Porcupine Café, the sunlight that
streamed in through the big windows was
reflected in the vintage wooden tables,
chairs, walls, and floor. The music of
Beach House, relaxing yet refreshing like
a cocktail on the beach, poured out
through the speakers. Drinking a cool
fruit juice in this perfect atmosphere felt
like taking a bite out of a slice of cold
watermelon on a breezy deck in a
peaceful countryside. If I had come for a
holiday instead of researching an article,
| would have brought a Jo Nesbo thriller
novel and buried myself in this space like
a porcupine, for the whole day.

If you're tired from all the crowds and
cars of Bangkok, this cozy café is an
accessible oasis. The air that flows
through this space doesn’t seem like a
Bangkok breeze, but rather from some
remote South Pacific island. If | lived in
Bangkok, this place would be my favorite
hangout.
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Kaffe
by
Li-bra-ry

Simplicity
Creates Coziness
@ Phahon Yorhin Road]

(at Noble Space Ari)
9:30 a.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Leonardo da Vinci’'s statement,

“Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication,”

is a creed for minimalists. The person

who opened Kaffe by Li-bra-ry is obviously

a minimalist. The charm of this space is
given by its simplicity and economy.

The interior is made entirely of wood:

the tables, the chairs, the bookcases,
the floor, everything. The feel of wood
creates a cozy atmosphere, like a quiet
and peaceful library. That’s why you'll
see so many of the people here buried in
their laptops.

The menu has a certain minimalism,
too. One of the signature dishes is the
pandan waffle. Impressive for its
pyramidal shape, formed of four
overlapping triangles that point up to the
sky, the dish has a yellow-greenish color
thanks to its key ingredient, pandan.
The deep taste and fragrance of the

pandan leaves will captivate your senses.
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Sati

Café
with a Garden

©M104 Rama G Raad]

8 a.m. — Midnight

On walking out from a dark and narrow
alley, | saw a wooden signpost. On it were
written the names of three places: YO,
MHOE, and SATI. YO is a yoghurt shop,
MHOE is the abbreviated name of the
wood handicraft workshop Made Here On
Earth, and SATI is a handcrafted coffee
shop. The three venues are clustered
around a central garden which proudly
displays, at its center, a big tree with
luxuriant green leaves that soak up the
sunlight.

If you can stand Bangkok’s heat, it's
nice to spend some time in the garden
terrace. Sipping an iced latte as you
listen to the chirruping of the birds, you
may even ask yourself if you are really in
downtown Bangkok.

Sati has one large glass wall, which
allows a great view of the beautiful
garden from the inside. Naturally, the
interior light is excellent, providing a great
environment for concentrating on your
work. In fact, the café’s name is Thai for
“concentration.”
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Bar
Storia
del
Caffe

A Café-Bar
with

a Famous
Brunch

Q[3Sol 4TAM ]

Sun-Thu 9 a.m.-11 p.m.

Fri—Sat 9 a.m. — Midnight

I'd heard that although this place is busy
from morning till late at night, it’s
especially celebrated for its brunch, so

| made my visit in the morning. The
sunlight was streaming in through the big
windows, the potted plants displayed
luxuriant green leaves, and the Victorian-
style interior combined to create a cozy
and peaceful atmosphere. A woman
sitting at a corner table was engrossed in
reading something that looked like a
newspaper. As it turned out, she was
studying the menu—the menus here are
printed in newspaper format.

The brunch menu was well
represented, including omelets, salads,
and pasta. | ordered a cheese omelet
which came with sausage, bacon, and
mushrooms, and it was delicious.

As you might have guessed from its
name, this is a place where you can
either have a meal or just enjoy an
alcoholic drink or coffee. At night, it’s full
of customers who come to have a pint of
the homemade beer.
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FabCafe

Creative
Lounge

Tue—-Sun 10 a.m. -8 p.m.

closed on Mondays

Dotted around the space were statues
that looked like figures or works of art.
The customers also looked as if they had
not come here just for a break. Most of
them were staring at their notebook
monitors with serious expressions, or
talking about something serious.

The concept of this place is “creative
lounge.” The statues displayed were all
produced using 3D printers or laser
printers, and the customers were fully
interested in and curious about this kind
of advanced technology.

FabCafe is a global brand. It first
opened in Tokyo in 2012, and has since
expanded to cities around the world,
including Taipei, Barcelona, and now
Bangkok. Here you can see a variety of
items made with 3D printing or laser-
cutting technology: you can even try
making something yourself. @
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In cooperation with the Tourism Authority of Thailand
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Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights

between Seoul (Incheon)—Bangkok.
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Bangkok’s
Michelin
Starred
Restaurants

From
One Extreme
to Another

Bo.lan

Q

6 p.m.—1am.

(last order 10:30 p.m.); closed on
Mondays; open for lunch on weekends
(Noon — 4 p.m., last order 2:30 p.m.)
0 +66 2-260-2962

Jaé Eﬂ

Q

2 p.m. -1 a.m. closed on Sundays
@ +66 92-724-9633

In November last year, when the Michelin
Guide finally reached Bangkok, a total of
17 local restaurants were awarded
Michelin stars. Among them, | visited two
places. One was a very sophisticated
restaurant, but the other was a humble
establishment.

Bo.lan is a place where you can taste
top quality authentic Thai cuisine in a
sophisticated atmosphere. In the Thai
language, bolan means “vintage” or
“ancient.” But the name Bo.lan has
another story behind it. It brings together
the nicknames of the chef couple
Duangporn Songvisava (“Bo”) and Dylan
Jones (“Lan”).

Jay Fai was an ordinary roadside
restaurant that has become quite
famous. As its kitchen is open, you can
watch Big Sister Fai (jai is Thai for “big
sister”), decked in her black goggles and

beanie, fully concentrated on her cooking.

They say you shouldn’t judge people by
appearances. The same goes for this
restaurant.

WS 0 YAE - HW M S =
XIto 118 OREILY =0 <0|&3
710|E>7t MF3HCL & 1771 EHAEZO]
HIQACH 11 7124 Of2[0[A H|w X
2 & OIS CHARICE 8t 22

OF= M= 20|
220N =35]

Hizk(Bo.lan)
TZ=9| U Hi=
EfZ20Z Hat2 ¢ tCh HE0)2t
0|20l ECHE .0IRE A NZ
FHQ| FOHE SH|AHHDuangporn
Songvisava)2| H3 ‘H'9t izt ZA(Dylan
Jones)2| 0|S0f|M ‘2'S M} 0|2 & X2
Z0|ct,

ZDEUO = AMZE THSHK| L2t

ALt Y AEYLE ORETZEX|CE H|0] HO|(Jay

oy &

=
=
==
2401 3
L=

tR
i
Y
rlo
o

9|

K

iz
4>

H mo mo e so

St MZ0]CY.
FA7101M Z[22

A= ROICt

e
Q

o T
W Hr
4>

=

> 2 qgo rlo
e N >

bl

rol

=0
]

ot HIUE 2 & 22(0f &S5t
HEI=0Z Mol “ALI'E Setehel

o
A9 YRl 252 2 HOIF 4 9Urt
@



experience

Mandarin Oriental Bangkok

text by Kim Myun-Joong

Every hotel in the world claims

to provide good service, but the warm
welcome | received at the Mandarin
Oriental Bangkok was part of the best
service | have ever experienced.

| still get a warm feeling whenever

| think of the kind smiles of the
Mandarin Oriental staff.

Mandarin Oriental Bangkok
@ +66 2-659-9000
0¥ mandarinoriental.com/bangkok]

A Stay Like an Extra Birthday

“Room 827,” | was told as | was handed
my room key. The room number was the
same as my date of birth (August 27).
What a happy coincidence! When |
entered the room, | felt even better: The
classy space immediately made me feel
at peace, and the sunlight shining
through the window amplified the
coziness | felt. The window provided a
panoramic view of Bangkok and the Chao
Phraya River. “Perfect!” My visit to
Bangkok was off to a great start.
Boasting a history of over 140 years,
the Mandarin Oriental ranks among the
world’s top hotels. This symbol of
Bangkok has been especially popular with
writers. The suite rooms used by
Somerset Maugham, Noel Coward, and
James Michener are still decorated as if
the respective author was staying there.
The hotel’s iconic space, the Authors’
Lounge, faithfully recreates the
atmosphere of the time when famous
writers gathered there to drink fine tea.
Another proud possession of this
hotel is the Sala Rim Naam restaurant.

Here you can enjoy the finest multi-
course Thai cuisine while watching a top-
level performance of a Thai dance. At one
point during the performance | saw, the
dancers came down from the stage,
gathered in front of an elderly couple’s
table, and performed a traditional Thai
dance in step with the music for the
“Happy Birthday” tune being played for
the couple. The couple’s faces lit up with
the happiest smiles in the world.

On the way back to the airport at the
end of my stay, | received a notification
on Facebook: “Please rate your stay at
the Mandarin Oriental.” Without the
slightest hesitation, | gave it five stars.
No sooner had | done so than | received
a Facebook message: “Thank you very
much for such a kind review.” | replied,
“Thank you so much for your very kind
service.”

| meant it. Looking back, | wonder
if it was really just a coincidence that my
room number matched my birthday. Or
perhaps it was another example of the
Mandarin Oriental’s thoughtful service.

Images courtesy of Mandarin Oriental Bangkok
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Crater Lake is a giant caldera
in southeastern Oregon.

It's the second deepest lake
in North America.
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destination
text and photos by Taeyup Kim

Seattle’s Amazing
Surroundings

When | looked down through the window of the Seattle-bound aircraft,

the mountains, lakes, forests, and sea surrounding Seattle were so beautiful,
| couldn’t stop myself from exclaiming “Wow! Amazing!”

Geologically speaking, the states of Washington and Oregon are

little-known travel treasure troves, boasting some of the most diverse

and dynamic scenery in the world.




Seattle lies within North America’s
West Coast Marine Climate Zone. Due
to its location, people think it must rain
a lot there, but actually the total annual
rainfall amount is less than what the
East Coast receives. The misperception
is also due to the fact that Seattle has
far more days of drizzle. Except for
three or four summer months, the
weather is likely to be overcast and
rainy in Seattle.

Attribute the success of the local
coffee industry to the weather. The
famous coffee franchises Starbucks,
Tully’s Coffee, and Seattle’s Best
Coffee were all born in Seattle. On fine

summer days, Seattle residents prefer
the outdoors, taking advantage of the
brief period of sunshine, for they know
well how precious the soothing sunlight
can be.

Besides the major cities of Seattle
and Portland, Washington and Oregon
have many other dynamic travel
destinations. Both states are divided
by the Cascade Mountain Range into
an area of luxuriant coniferous
woodlands to the west and a dry area
to the east. If you want to get out of the
cities and see the western areas, you
can take a drive along the coastal road,
Highway 101.

1. Aview of downtown Seattle
from Kerry Park shows the
Space Needle Tower and, in
the distance, Mount Rainier
with its permanent snow.

2. Lake Union in central Seattle
is the setting of the film
Sleepless in Seattle.

3. With its moss-covered trees,
the Hoh Rain Forest lies in a
Temperate Rain Forest Climate
Zone in the western part of the
Olympic National Park.

4. Haystack Rock stands on
Cannon Beach in western
Oregon and takes its name
from its shape.

Paradoxically, Washington State
does have one westerly area where the
rainfall is so heavy as to be awe-
inspiring: the Olympic National Park.
The western part of the Olympic
National Park lies within a different
climate zone (Temperate Rain Forest),
and receives an annual rainfall figure
as high as 6,000mm. Compared with
just 1,000mm in the Seattle area,
that’s a lot of rain. In the Hoh Rain
Forest, in the western part of the
Olympic National Park, mosses
flourish, creating an eerie, swampy
look. The forest was used for filming
the romantic fantasy movie Twilight.

If you drive along Washington’s
coastal highway and cross over into
Oregon, you come to the largest beach
in northwestern America: Cannon
Beach. Here you can see one of the
world’s largest monoliths, the
72-meter-high Haystack Rock. You can
get up close to this rock, but you're not
allowed to climb it. Preventing climbing
also protects the local marine
creatures, such as sea birds and
starfish. The many rocks left exposed
by erosion look like sculptures
displayed on the shore. Cannon Beach
is undoubtedly the finest tourist
attraction in western Oregon.
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Washington State’s famous
landmark, the year-round snow-capped
Mount Rainier, is located in a national
park southeast of Seattle. The local
Puyallup Native Americans call it
Tahoma, which means “frozen water.”
Soaring up in the midst of
Washington’s Cascade Range, Mount
Rainier is clearly visible from a
considerable distance. Its presence
adds a note of distinction to downtown
Seattle scenes, watching over the city
like a loving mother.

Washington State would be
unthinkable without Mount Rainier. This
state symbol is even displayed on
Washington State car registration
plates. In winter, when it rains in
Seattle, it will be snowing on Mount
Rainier. Thanks to Mount Rainier’s
permanent snow, which is the source
of most major rivers in the state,
Washington gets through summer
droughts without much difficulty.

Drive south from Mount Rainier
along the Cascade Range and you'll

reach the geologically monumental
Mount Saint Helens, an active volcano.
On May 18, 1980, the northern side of
Mount Saint Helens collapsed, shooting
out vast amounts of earth and rocks.
The landslide that followed was the
biggest landslide in recorded history.
The volume of debris emitted could
cover the island of Manhattan to a depth
of 120m, and the force of the explosion
was 500 times that of the Hiroshima
atomic bomb. Some 57 people lost their
lives during this eruption.

The explosion of Mount Saint
Helens was the kind of natural disaster
that teaches us how feeble we are and
how humble we should be in the face
of nature. Twenty-five years after the
explosion, the natural ecology had
more or less recovered to its former
state, and today Mount Saint Helens is
used as a nature study area.

The Cascade Range extends
northward from northern California
through Oregon and Washington. To its
east is a dry area with an annual

1. Mount Rainier is known to
the local Native Americans
as Tahoma, meaning “frozen
water.” It has more glaciers
than any other mountain in
the contiguous USA.

2. Mount Saint Helens claimed
57 lives in a volcanic eruption
on May 18, 1980. The
explosion left the northern
side of the mountain in a
collapsed state.

3. Deeply carved out by glacial
erosion, Lake Chelan is the
deepest lake in Washington
State.

rainfall of only 250mm. The area is only
a two-hour drive from Seattle, but it
feels like a different world. The lush
coniferous forests that you see to the
west of the Cascades are suddenly
replaced by a barren land where only
shrubs grow. The rain clouds that drift
full of moisture from the Pacific cannot
get past the tall Cascade Range, and
this dry land shows it.

The eastern part of Washington
State has been shaped mainly by
glacier erosion and the Missoula Floods
that took place at the end of the last
Ice Age. Formed by glacial erosion,
Lake Chelan, the deepest lake in
Washington State and the sixth
deepest in North America, takes its
name from the local Native American
term Tsi-laan, meaning “bottomless.”
The lake could hold two of Seattle’s
184.4m Space Needle towers, one on
top of the other. Filling a deep gorge
carved out in a dry and desolate land,
the water is a life-giving spring for
eastern Washington.
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Southeast of Lake Chelan is Dry
Falls, a precipice carved out deeply by
the Missoula Floods, but now only a
remnant where no water flows. This
was once a waterfall 3.5 times the size
of Niagara. You can tell that it was once
the site of a torrent with a power
difficult to imagine. When you stand on
the observation deck that overlooks it,
you can appreciate the scale of the
former cataract. You may even feel fear
imagining the power of the nature in
front of you.

Another trace of the Missoula
Floods is found at the Palouse Falls,
which stretch deep below a hill in
southeastern Washington State.
Eastern Washington is really an
interactive museum of geological
history where you can experience the

natural marvels formed by ancient
glaciers and floods and feel the
excitement of traveling back through
approximately 15,000 years of time.
Meanwhile, eastern Oregon, apart
from the Columbia River area, is mainly
formed from lava beds that have not
been affected by glaciers or floods. The
John Day Fossil Beds at three locations
in northeastern Oregon form a nature
study area where you can see volcanic
rocks mixed with animal and plant
fossils and a curiously formed landscape
that looks as if it has been painted.
Southeastern Oregon is home to
Crater Lake, the state’s only national
park. The eruption of the Mazama
volcano some 8,000 years ago,
followed by numerous subsequent
eruptions, caused a once lofty

mountain peak to collapse, leaving a
giant caldera 9.7km across, which has
since filled up to form a lake. The climb
up to the lake is so gentle, it doesn’t
feel as if you were climbing a mountain.
The second deepest lake in the North
America, Crater Lake could sink three
Space Needles and still not show the
top one. When | went there | thought,
“Could there be such a deep and blue
lake under Heaven?” | even felt the
urge to jump into it. @

Taeyup Kim fell in love with Seattle’s attractions
while spending four years there, when he was
assigned head of Asiana Airlines’ Seattle
Branch in 2012. He is a co-author of the
recently published Seattle Stories, in which he
describes what he saw, felt, and experienced in
the Seattle area during his term in office.

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights
between Seoul (Incheon)—Seattle.




Photo by Beth Solano

. The Clarno Unit is one of the

John Day Fossil Beds at three
locations in eastern Oregon.

. Dry Falls was a temporary route

of the Columbia River during
the last Ice Age, carved out by
the Missoula Floods. The river
later returned to its original
course; accordingly, water no
longer flows over the falls
these days.

. Another remnant of the Missoula

Floods is Palouse Falls.
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A Romantic Stroll

I had only thought of Yokohama as a city worth visiting during a trip to Tokyo. But after getting
to know it quite well, Yokohama became a place I'd like to return to with someone | love. If you take
a walk around this romantic city, | think you’ll understand why | feel this way.
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The beautiful sight of Yokohama by night from the Sky Garden
observation deck of the Landmark Tower.
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From downtown Tokyo, it takes barely an hour to
get to Yokohama by local train. For this reason,
many people who visit Tokyo take a short trip to
nearby Yokohama. On this trip to Japan, however,
| skipped Tokyo altogether and made Yokohama
my main destination.

Yokohama has enough attractions of its own
to justify my choice. Among the Japanese,
Yokohama has the reputation of a city where
women want to live, and is therefore a good place
for dating. It’s no coincidence that so many
romantic movies and dramas have been filmed in
Yokohama, or that you see so many couples
holding hands tightly all over the city. Yokohama is
a great place for love to blossom.

In Love with the Night Scene
The first of Yokohama’s romantic attractions is its
brilliant look against the night sky. This harbor
city’s night scenes are particularly beautiful, and
there are plenty of celebrated vantage points from
where you can enjoy its night views.

One of the best locations for an evening date

is the Sky Garden at the Landmark Tower, located
right next to the harbor in the Minato Mirai

District. The views from this 69™ floor observation
deck will instantly capture your heart. The deck
offers 360 degree views of the surroundings,
with the view of Mount Fuji and a panoramic view
of the harbor being the most captivating. The
spectacle of Mount Fuji around sunset and the
view of the harbor with its sparkling Ferris wheel
as it starts to get dark make for some
unforgettable photographs.

Also located in the Landmark Tower is the
Yokohama Royal Park Hotel—the highest hotel in
Japan. The guest rooms start from the 52™ floor
and go all the way up to the 67™, with restaurants
on floors 68 and 70, the top floor. Best of all, if
you stay at this hotel, you can save yourself the
trouble of going to the observation deck for views
of the city.

Another way to enjoy Yokohama'’s romantic
night views is to take a boat cruise. This may
seem like a dating cliché, but then again, it’'s a
tried choice that won't let you down. The Royal



. Adorned with a wide range

of flowers including cherry
blossoms, Sankeiyen
Garden is a celebrated
spot for admiring flowers.

. After passing through this

entrance, the full beauty
and color of Sankeiyen

Garden unfolds before you.
. With its historic Western-

style houses, the Yamate
District is a great place
to enjoy a stroll through
quiet residential streets,
or to explore the house
museums and discover
intriguing traces of the
past.
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Wing is one of the cruise boats departing from
Osanbashi Yokohama International Passenger
Terminal. The cruise on the Royal Wing usually
lasts about two hours, and passengers can enjoy
the local night views as they savor an evening
meal.

Even if you opt not to take the cruise and
settle for admiring the night scene from the deck
outside the terminal, you'll be joined by numerous
photographers who show up early to claim the
best spots for their tripods before sunset. Simply
looking at the sky as it darkens with the passage
of time is a pleasure that must be experienced
while in Yokohama.

A Quiet Stroll in the Park

Personally, | enjoy walking together with my date in
a quiet park. Matching steps with your date and
sharing an intimate conversation comes naturally
in Sankeiyen Garden.

The Sankeiyen Garden was originally a
Japanese- style garden created and owned by
Yokohama'’s rich silk merchant Sankei Hara.

Over the years, the former garden has become a
celebrated location for wedding photographs.
Covering an area of 175,000m?, Sankeiyen
Garden is commonly described as being four
times the size of the Tokyo Dome. It's amazing to
think that all this was once a private garden.
Today, anyone can visit the park in exchange for
an admission charge. The historic buildings and
well-tended plants create beautiful sights
throughout the year, but April is by far the best
time to visit, when the enchanting cherry
blossoms are in full bloom. Setting a sharp
contrast with the contemporary look of downtown
Yokohama, the quiet and spacious Sankeiyen
Garden feels like a fantasy world.

The Yamate District is another location that
exudes a fairytale atmosphere. This was the
background location for the movie From Up on
Poppy Hill directed by Goro Miyazaki, son of the
great animated film director Hayao Miyazaki.
Animated scenes of Harbor View Park appear in
the film. The park’s name, Minato-no-Mieru Oka,
means “hill with a view of the harbor,” and when
you stand on this hill you really do get a beautiful
harbor view.

The Yamate District also has a special place
in history: It was home to some of the merchants

and diplomats who first introduced the Western
culture to Japan. Buildings dating from those early
days are still well preserved, and some of them
have been transformed into house museums.
Representative examples that maintain their
historic beauty include the Berrick Hall and the
Home of a Diplomat. These historical houses
make the residential streets of Yamate inviting
routes for a quiet stroll.

If you are looking for a more exciting
experience while in Yokohama, give the Sea
Paradise a try. The theme park occupies the whole
artificial island of Hakkeijima, and is broadly
divided into the Aqua Museum, where you can see
a wide variety of sea creatures, and the Pleasure
Land, where you can experience some thrilling
rides. Whether you prefer watching dolphins
swimming calmly through the water or riding a
roller coaster that runs precariously over the
waves, Sea Paradise is sure to provide you with
some entertaining moments.

Yokohama’s Retro Streets

Downtown Yokohama is dotted with exotic looking
red brick buildings that have an air of history
about them. The Akarenga Soko warehouse
epitomizes such buildings. The special
atmosphere created by these large red warehouse
buildings will heighten the sensation of discovery
during your trip. It is certainly a location where any
visitor to Yokohama would want to take a
commemorative photograph or two.

Two red buildings that were originally used as
customs houses and storehouses for imported
goods face each other across a garden filled with
colorful flowers in full bloom. The antiquated
exteriors of the buildings have been preserved
intact, while the interiors have been remodeled for
new purposes. Building No. 1 is used as a multi-
purpose space that includes an event hall, while
the No. 2 building is a shopping mall that houses
a variety of restaurants and stores. In these highly
unique stores you can find a multitude of
attractive items that make great souvenirs from
your visit to Yokohama.

The Shinyokohama Ramen Museum is another
significant historical site in Yokohama. This is not
the kind of museum where you learn about history
from the items displayed—it is a venue that can
give you the vivid feeling of being part of a



1. The vertical rails of
the roller coaster at
Hakkeijima guarantee a
precarious ride.

2. In the basement of the
Ramen Museum, in
Shin-Yokohama, there
is a ramen theme street
that recreates a street
from the Showa era.

3. Yaki Shoyu Ramen at the
Rishiri Ramen Miraku
restaurant on the ramen
theme street. When |
tasted the broth, | was
taken by surprise by its
delicious taste.

3.
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The courtyard of the
Akarenga Soko warehouse
is a blaze of color, as

if carpeted with spring
flowers.
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historical scene. The highlight of the Ramen
Museum is the ramen-themed street recreation
from the Showa era (1926-1989), installed in
the two basement floors. Nine outstanding ramen
restaurants selected from all over Japan are
realistically recreated here. Nowhere else can you
enjoy such a variety of delicious ramen noodles
chosen from all around the country in a space
that makes you feel as if you have entered a set
of a period drama.

On this same museum street you can find
shops that sell old-fashioned snacks, an Okinawa
-style izakaya pub, and even a retro- style café
that serves soft ice cream made with Hokkaido
milk. For lovers seeking new romantic
destinations, there’s no better spot. @
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Lim Sung-Hoon records his world travel impressions in photographs
and words. Soon he plans to publish a book of impressions that
he has collected over a long period of roaming the Japanese city.
In cooperation with Yokohama Convention and Visitors Bureau
(yokohamajapan.com)

X YE. QIS0 B HHM

(welcome.city.yokohama.jp/kor.

= Hu

Asiana Airlines has daily flights between
Seoul (Incheon / Gimpo) —Tokyo (Narita / Haneda).
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YOKOHAMA

PLUS—|—

Here are three places to help make your
romantic date in Yokohama that much
more special.

2350 Ho|EE Cis
HLCHH otie] BAE

Nishi,Ward) Hall 4]

Nogeyama.Zoo
/

Yokohama\Landmark

Sakuragicho Statfon

Hinodecho |Station %

A

Osanbashi International 4

goof Passenger Termlnal'

Yokohama Stadium

The Royal Park Hotel Tea

Room ‘kaiko-an’

If you've ever dreamed of
enjoying a quiet cup of matcha tea
while gazing out over a million-dollar
view of Mount Fuji, this dream can
come true in the tea room at the Royal
Park Hotel. In this traditional-style tea
room, the elegant process of tea being
prepared by experts is a unique
performance. The price of 1,500 Yen
per person is not at all unreasonable.
@ B5F, 2-2-1-3, Minatomirai, Nishi-ku|

0 +81 452211111 B

50} 20t SE CH! ‘Flo| 1Y
AH0] HOJ= uit SM2| SHS AY5HH
51 LRSS SARXAL CiCho|7t 2
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C}. 1915 1,5009102t 74240] H&{ OFZX|
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@|65F, 2-2-1-3, Minatomirai, Nishi-kl
0 +81 452211111 O

Okm 1km

Ohta Nawanoren

Opened in 1868, the Ohta

Nawanoren restaurant is the
original home of gyunabe, a Japanese
beef hot pot dish first created in
Yokohama. This is not the usual Asian
hot pot in which the beef is boiled in hot
broth, but a dish with a special flavor
created by roasting thick slices of beef
on a heated iron plate along with thick

scallions and sweet, rich Aka Miso sauce.

|ﬂ 1-1-15 Sueyoshi-cho, Naka-ku {3 +81
45-261-0636 |ohtanawanoren.j|<-3|

QE} Lot

ERAISE QAL AT1T| Q21 “TFLIH O] fIX
Zlo|C}, YHtMO 2 AT EHS S4:0f
A17|E B7F H= YA0] OfL2t ZHEl T4
HEO| A07|9t #E of, F1 TS Ot

2 =2H0IM Z=2IGHZELCE
ﬂ|1—1—15 Sueyoshi-cho, Naka—ku|(] +81
45-261-0636 Phtanawanoren.Jpl

2km 3km 4km

The Cupnoodies Museum

Here you can look into the

creative world of Momofuku Ando,
founder of the Nissin Foods company,
known for developing the world’s first
instant noodles: the Chicken Ramen.
The highlight of this visit is creating your
own version of cup noodles, and this
experience covers everything from
decorating the cup to completing your
personal recipe combination. 2 2-3-4

[ Shinko, Naka-ku @ +81 45-345-0918

fupnoodles-museum.jp/en/yokohamal|

Hatw e n

A7 E|Z0| QIAHE 2ol ‘X7l 24212
WIS WAl B0 HYUK O BESTO|
HEN MBS R 4 U= YET, 012
S1OI2H0|EL LITte] Z2iRIZ BHSolRs

=X[X]| “‘E*XL @ P32 Shinko, Naka-Ku |
@ +81 45-345-0918
fupnoodles-museum.jp/ko/yokohama |







A Bookstore Clad in Art
Assouline Lounge

Zag\wt'é’ong
Rodgéo_Station

jU-r

Sinsa-dong

[ Dosan Park

sagS

0027

@ B1F, 11, Dosan-daero
15-gil, Gangnam-gu

10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
(café break time 3:30
p.m.—5 p.m.);
closed on Mondays

Assouline Gourmand
18,000 won;

Rose Petal Earl Grey
Latte 11,800 won

0O +82 2-517-0316
-

O e+ ii2454 11

Kot 15

10:00~22:00
(7t 22013 EtY
15:30~17:00),
ULAFF

O o =T 10t
8,000¢, EX HE A

Z120] 2tEf 12 1,800

@ 02-517-0316

f@assoulinelounge_seou]

Assouline, one of the world’s three largest
publishers of art books, has opened its first
composite cultural space in Asia, near Seoul’s
Dosan Park. Here you can find superb collections
about world-famous artists and brands such as
Andy Warhol, Botero, Chanel, and Donna Karan.

The store’s thick-framed bookcases, inspired
by the paintings of Piet Mondrian, are densely
packed with stylish art books. Below them,
candles that fit the motif of a writer’s study
illuminate displayed vintage articles collected from
around the world. The books may be browsed by
anyone, and all the displayed products can be
purchased in the shop.

The special attraction at Assouline Lounge
Seoul is its coffee shop. Combining the cultures
of Korea and France, two nations that love food
and coffee, the café offers a menu that includes
food, coffee, wine, and tea selections. Here you
can have a glass of champagne as you search for
inspiration from the world-famous artists. An
experience in such a cultivated space is not easily
found in the heart of the city.
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A Beacon of Asian Beauty
Sulwhasoo Flagship Store

_Arong
Rodeo_Station

Ju-re

Sinsa:dong
[0 Dosan Park

(O
sﬁ“'éae
09,

)| 18, Dosan-daero 45-gil,
Gangnam-gu
10 a.m. -9 p.m.;
closed on the first
Monday
B +82 2-541-9270
WWW.SUTW
int

@fpu7 cagz452 18 |
10:00~21.:00,

A 2o 7
0 02-541-9270
O|www.sulwhasoo.com |

The striking design of Sulwhasoo Flagship Store
includes a brass-made structure that connects
the exterior with the interior of the building.
The exterior’s “lantern” concept reflects
Sulwhasoo’s brand philosophy of aspiring to
become a beacon of Asian wisdom and beauty,
“like a lantern that lights up the darkness and
shows the way.” The brass structure that
connects with the interior breaks down the
boundary between the outside and the inside
spaces, creating a nature-friendly space with
scenic views of Dosan Park.

Comprising a basement, four floors above
ground, and a rooftop lounge, the building
embodies the values and philosophy of the
prominent Asian brand Sulwhasoo.

The moment | stepped inside the building,

a subtle fragrance seemed to envelop my mind
and body. The place where the fragrance led me

was Heritage Room, where you
can survey the brand’s identity
at a glance. You can see the
traces of the brand’s 50 years
of history and its ceaseless
striving for the best products.
| followed the scent down to
the basement and found the
Sulwhasoo SPA. In the spa’s
classy interior, made of wood
and marble, you can have a
premium traditional herbal
antiaging spa experience
based on Sulwhasoo’s
philosophy and values and its
50 years of know-how.
If you prefer a more casual,

contemporary type of spa,
the one on the fourth floor
provides a herbal program
adjusted for the contemporary
sensibility; indulge in this
experience while looking out
over the seasonal scenery
of Dosan Park. Start with
Balance SPA to correct

anything in your body that’s out of balance,

or choose from a variety of distinctive programs

to suit your individual characteristics.

If you're unfamiliar with herbal spa treatments,

you can receive balance counseling and

holistic beauty services for particular parts of

the body for free by booking in advance through

the store’s brand site.

Sulwhasoo’s boutique is another must-see
spot. It offers a magnificent line-up of products
that include all the beautiful past packages of
ShineClassic Makeup Limited Editions, which
have created a sensation since their release in
2003. Herbal Soap Collection, Scented Candles,
Perfume Oils, and Tea Collection, as well as the
Sulwhasoo Lantern Collection that is only
available at this location, are popular as gifts
in Korea and overseas.

By booking in advance, you can receive
docent and counseling services in English,
Chinese, or Korean. If you don’'t want to miss
special experience based on the values and
philosophy of ‘Asian beauty,” visit Sulwhasoo’s
brand site.
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Coffee and Art for the Daily Grind
Kisso Coffee Parangheon

@ [35-6, Eonju-ro 164-gl,

Gangnam-gu

11 a.m. -8 p.m,;
closed on Mondays

@ Espresso 4,000 won;
Bicerin 5,500 won

O +82 2-543-3303

iissocoffee 1

O EEToF=164Z 356 |

11:00~20:00, ¥2Y 52

@ olAZA 4,000¥,
HIX2! 5,500

@ 02-543-3303

@l@kissacoffee |

Kisso Coffee Parangheon aims to make coffee
and art a natural part of our daily life. Inspired by
the culture of Italy, where drinking coffee and
enjoying art are daily habits, owner Kim Jang-Hun
has re-created a small corner of Italy right here,
in Korea. The space comprises a coffee house
on the ground floor and an art gallery upstairs.

The specialty on the menu at Kisso Coffee is
the espresso coffee. To produce a tasty
espresso requires a complex and demanding
process that must be done right in every aspect,
from selecting the coffee beans to their roasting
and blending. Highlighting the espresso as
the specialty of the house shows a well-founded
pride in good coffee.

The visually striking cups in which
the espresso is served were purchased from
a ceramic artist. In every single cup of the coffee
it serves, you can sense Kisso Coffee’s
aspiration to make coffee and art part of our
daily routines.

Kisso Coffee aims to spread a ‘wave’ of
positive vibes and inspiration to those who visit.
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?ﬁg\uf?z’ung
Rodeo_Station

jU-r

Sinsa:dong

[ Dosan Park

O
53“'666
00,

@|B1F, 16, Eonju-ro

152-gjl, Gangnam-gu

11:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.

@ Drip coffee 3,000 won;
glass of wine with
cheese 10,000 won

0O +82 70-8623-4967

[@Tatalante_official ]

QST 9x=1522 16 |

X5t 15

11:00~20:00

0 =2 71| 3,000¥, S2tA
QI X|= 17t &

@ 070-8623-4967

B|@latalante_official ]

When | passed the window inscribed with the
words “General Store of Taste” and opened the
store’s unusual front door, an amazing world
unfolded before me. Arriving customers here are
met by a busy display of vintage articles that fill
up the whole available space. The large
collection on display was imported over a 10-
year period by the owner Zee Hyang-Mee, who
made frequent trips overseas while working in
the advertising and fashion business.

This is a store where you can truly find
anything—from an artistic postcard costing a
few thousand won to a luxury carpet or
chandelier costing millions or tens of millions of
won. Items that preserve the memories of
previous owners have a value that can’t be
measured in money. Something that was once
precious to someone will have its stories, and
will no doubt add to these stories as it becomes
precious to someone else. Zee has a special
attachment to the idea of ‘love,” and has created
a space as lovely as her own heart. @
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eye
text by Kim Na-Young

Familiar

Artist Ingo Baumgarten was born in Germany,

studied in Japan, and lived in Taiwan and China
before settling down in Korea. His paintings
recreate the accumulated memories of the cities
where he has lived through styles as diverse as
his history of residence.

Baumgarten is especially concerned with
urban architecture. He regards buildings as
social constructions that reflect culture and
ideology. Accordingly, he places focus on various
aspects of disharmony associated with buildings.
When he finds architectural beauty being
destroyed in the pursuit of efficiency, or aspects
that have been awkwardly altered by applying
foreign aesthetic standards, he feels an impulse
to reproduce these effects on canvas. In the
process, his unique sense of color, proportion,
and scale is applied in different ways. The result
are familiar scenes that contain a subtle feeling
of the unknown.

During his nine years in Seoul, Baumgarten
has been attracted by the city’s “old contem-
porariness.” In the buildings of Seoul, he sees
Korea'’s effort to transform itself into a contem-
porary society, with all the social and cultural
confusion that results from this effort. His views
are seen not only from the perspective of an
outsider, but also of an “unfamiliar Seoulite” who
observes the signs of a city that changes in
step with the flow of time and life.

If you've ever lived in Korea or visited here,
or even if you're just now planning to come here,
Baumgarten’s recent series will allow you an
intimate understanding of the distinctive
aesthetic of a Korean city. @
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Images courtesy of Gallery Chosun



“Untitled (Reados Chigwa, Yeonnamdong, Seoul),” oil on canvas, 180x120cm, 2017



“Untitled (Jutaek Decoration, Green Reflection, Seogyodong, Seoul),” oil on canvas, 80x100cm, 2017
“Untitled (Doors, Green School Corridor, Seoul),” oil on canvas, 49.7x60.4cm, 2013



“Untitled (Storage, Kyonganunsu, Seongsandong, Seoul),” oil on canvas, 100x80cm, 2015



“Untitled (Blue-Green Motorway Bridge, Hangang, Seoul),” oil on canvas, 100x80cm, 2014/2015

Artist Ingo Baumgarten was born in Hanover, Germany, has lived X7t Y1 HHS7I2EI2 = St HO|A EfO{LE 048] Lt2tE AHXIH
in many places, and now works as a professor of Western Art 76t £ SiXY EQlristy O|=Hst MYstat W42 X! S0|Ct,
at Hongik University’s College of Art. His exhibition of works depicting A0p M7EK] A2 | ZMUM AM2e 252 HE 19| 22&S

Seoul, «Passages», was running at Gallery Chosun until recently. MEO|= HA| ‘Passages'S TIH3HC.



“Untitled (Covered Balcony, Pink Building, Seogyodong, Seoul),” oil on canvas, 180x120cm, 2018



spotlight

text by
Hwang Hyo-Jin

1dNC3S0d

In contrast to YG Entertainment’s boy bands,
who have carried on a lineage from BIGBANG to
WINNER and iKON, the profile of the next-
generation girl band had been unclear for some
time after the debut of 2NE1 in 2009.

As with BIGBANG, the task of finding a girl
band to continue in the legacy of 2NE1 must not
have been an easy one for YG Entertainment.
2NE1 highlighted the individuality of its members
far more than most girl bands, projecting the
image of its members as individuals enjoying
themselves ‘like crazy.” 2NE1 didn’t have to use
looks or sex appeal to sell their music; their
massive female fan base in Korea and abroad
propelled them to K-pop stardom.

BLAJOKPIK

For quite some time, the question

that all K-pop fans had wanted to have answered
about YG Entertainment was just when the
company would produce a girl band to take over
the reins from 2NE1. And of course,

who would they be.

In August 2016, the much-awaited debut of
the new girl band, BLACKPINK, finally came. The
members of the group were Jennie, who had
created a sensation through her collaboration
with G-Dragon; Lisa, who came from Thailand;
Rosé, who was born and raised in Australia; and
Jisoo, who had made her first appearance as the
star of a music video by Epik High.

YG explained the name BLACKPINK as
follows: “Pink is considered the prettiest color,
but by contradicting it with black, the name
suggests the opposing meaning —that being
pretty isn’'t everything.” In other words, the name
implies the group have both looks and talent.

The group’s debut release, the double A side
“Boombayah” and “Whistle,” revealed that
BLACKPINK were seeking their own direction,
without departing too much from the lineage of
2NE1. Attractive and self-confident, they kept
the characteristic ‘swag’ of the YG groups and
‘had that look like they would go far.” And yet,
this girl group sought to appeal to male fans
more than 2NE1 had previously done.

Thanks to their bold and uninhibited stage
presence, their character that seems to say
“they will not bow to anyone,” their choreography
based on big and powerful movements, and their
young and beautiful appearance, BLACKPINK
have established themselves as the kind of stars
that fans might not feel close to, but would love
to resemble —that is, “idols” in the true sense
of the word.

The music itself has also played a role in
BLACKPINK's rapid rise to worldwide stardom.
Their songs combined Electronic Dance Music
with the unique grammar of Korean pop songs.

BLACKPINK's success is clear. “Playing with
Fire” and “Stay” reached number one on the
iTunes singles charts in eight international
locations. Within 50 days of its release, “As If
It’s Your Last” exceeded 100 million views.
BLACKPINK'’s popularity is evident when you
realize that “Whistle” has been used as
background music in the American TV drama The
Bold Type, while the music video for “As If It's
Your Last” appears in the film Justice League.

But the time when these idols shine at their
brightest is when they step off the performing
stage and reveal their everyday lives: The reality
program BLACKPINK House indeed captures the
natural charm of BLACKPINK.

When they saw the television, sofa, and big
windows in their new accommodation, the
members cried out with joy like children, and
they seemed quite comfortable approaching
strangers when they delivered a gift of
macaroons to their new neighbors. When they
went on vacation to Lisa’s home country,
Thailand, they ate up their Asiana Airlines lounge
meals, their in-flight meals, and even had some
extra bread, then they shopped like crazy in a
local market. And when they took a lot of
photographs of themselves to post them on
Instagram, their embarrassment while trying to
look cute was no different from other girls of
their age. When you see BLACKPINK stepping
out of their group concept and becoming
themselves as they laugh, shout, eat, and play
to their heart’s content, it's hard not to show
them love. @

Hwang Hyo-Jin has worked as a journalist for the popular culture
webzines TenAsia and ize. Mainly writing articles about the idol
industry, she has participated in the production of photo books,
concept books, and interviews with a variety of idols.
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