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cover artist

text by Cho Sang-In

The Power of the
Grafflex

The line is a powerful element. It may not be as brilliant as a color
nor as dominating as a surface, but it is nevertheless potent.

It can bend and curve in any direction freely and swiftly, and it has
both the will to pierce a wall and the wisdom to go around one.
Lines can also connect art. Thick, black lines, for instance, connect
the imposing sanctity of Georges Rouault’s work (1871 —-1958)—
regarded as the only religious artist of the 20th century—with the
pleasant freshness of Keith Haring’s (1958 -1990)— a graffiti artist
and subcultural icon born in the year of Rouault’s death.

“FLYING BOLD”

The character named Bold, created by the “21st
century artist” Grafflex (original name Shin Dong-
Jin, born 1982), is formed of black lines. Bold

shows us the very essence of strong, thick, black

lines. He has no face—only hands and feet.
Depending how the lines move and how the
hands and feet are positioned, he can look like
Mickey Mouse, Atom, or a parody of Banksy.
“When a story is told by gestures rather than
expressions, each person can interpret it
differently and far more diversely,” explains the
artist. “Please feel and understand it the way it
looks to you.”

The name Grafflex combines the “gra” of
“graffiti” or “graphic” with the “flex” of
“flexibility.” Grafflex works flexibly by using
graphic images that look like graffiti. And his
flexibility in turn produces novelty.

Grafflex loved comic books from his
childhood, and dreamed of becoming a comic
artist. He was always drawing pictures, even
during lessons at school. “Artists seemed a bit
boring to me, but comic artists seemed cool,
fresh, and interesting,” he recalls.

It was during his high school days that

Grafflex first encountered Keith Haring’'s work. He

was strongly moved by Haring’s use of bold lines
and unique mode of expression. Frustrated with
the art taught at school, which centered on

paintings from hundreds of years ago, the young
artist started dreaming of an art that would fully

embody the vitality of his day and age.

At the time, institutions that taught comic art
were rare and difficult to get into, so Grafflex
started studying computer game design instead.
He got his first job at the game company Gravity
and created a game called Ragnarok. He only

drew pictures as a hobby, after work, of imaginary

events that hadn’t happened yet.

Eventually, he started collaborating with the
figure artist Coolrain under the Coolrain Studio
brand as he began his search for the work that
he wanted to do and could do well. He later
worked for a period of two years with the studio

brand Sakun (at their invitation), then became the

art director of Amoeba Culture, which managed
the hip hop act Dynamic Duo.

Grafflex has shown his talent in many fields.
YG Entertainment had asked a number of artists
and companies to develop the teddy bear
character that appears in the music video of Lee
Hi's song “It’s Over.” Grafflex responded by
drawing a sketch, which he then handed over to
YG as if introducing a friend (that’s how the so-
called “celeb bear” character Krunk originated).

Grafflex had never planned anything in
advance. He was a “ready-made artist” who had
loved hip hop music from childhood and knew the
culture well, and was slowly becoming a “Korean
Keith Haring” who was freely exploiting the power
of line. His work may be accessible and
attractive, but his artistic attitude is serious.

Images courtesy of the artist
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“200102 PLNT LIGHT”

“201905 BOOM”

“200102 PLNT WOO”

Since his first solo exhibition in 2012, he has
held one almost every year—a total of seven

so far. He has also participated in over 100 group
exhibitions.

Grafflex’s first exhibition was held in a little
gallery on Juchajang Street in Hongdae —one of
Seoul’s leading youth hangouts —under the title
«Genuine or Fake». With a light touch, Grafflex
posed some serious questions about originality
through his exhibit: In a present world where
digital images and computer graphics are part of
everyday life, and replicas can be created in a
wide range of media, is the hand-drawn picture
one of the few art forms that remain genuine?
What, after all, is a fake? His solo exhibitions
were party-like events where there was always
plenty to see and enjoy. Meanwhile, his works
were well received and popular.

Grafflex’s ability to collaborate is one of his
greatest strengths. When famous existing
characters and established brands work together
with the artist, the collaborations seem natural.
Grafflex engages in a wide range of
collaborations: In China, he participated in a
commemorative exhibition marking 20 years of
Spongebob and 90 years of Popeye; for the
sports brand Nike, he designed a souvenir T-shirt
at the time of the 2010 soccer World Cup in
South Africa and later designed a brand shop; in
addition, he has decorated the cars of the SoCar

car-sharing service with pictures, and has also
run an art project for Honda China.

When Grafflex exhibited with the carbonated
water brand Perrier, he mainly used the brand’s
distinctive colors lemon yellow, green, and white.
From BMW and Mont Blanc to the furniture
designer Doha Ham, his partners have been
unrestricted by borders or limits. Snoopy, Mickey
Mouse, the Mario Brothers, Sonic the Hedgehog,
and other characters that are recognizable at
a glance are reborn in “Grafflex style” when they
pass through his hands.

Grafflex’s works can also be seen in a special
exhibition commemorating the 50th anniversary
of the moon landing, «To the Moon with Snoopy»,
at the Lotte Museum in Jamsil, Seoul, which was
closed due to the outbreak of Covid-19 but is re-
opening this month.

Grafflex sounds optimistic about the future:
“I like to hear the words ‘breaking down
boundaries’ but they also bring a burden. This
year | was preparing for exhibitions in Shanghai
and Paris but they’ve been indefinitely postponed
by Covid-19. | say let’s not just think of the
hardships. When we get past this moment,
| believe we will find a world that we hadn’t even
imagined.” @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now an art
specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic Daily.
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#Venice
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edited by Kim Nam-Ju

Park Sang-Wook
@znznfh

Park Sang-Wook’s photographs tell the stories
of everyday life. The photographer’s
work displays his keen observations of people
he comes across while on trips, capturing their
beauty. The photographs are condensed
snapshots of life: noises, laughter,
and the secret tranquility encountered in life’s
captivating alleys.
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The contours of cities can be mapped out by tracing their specific colors.
text by Kim Seong-Hwa

LONDON

The Royal Guards, double-
deckers, the circle in
the logo of the Tube,

\ mailboxes... London’s red
dots are giving the city
vibrant accents on cloudy
[EVER
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The blue-tiled mosques of g
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a personal taste: Amir y S
Temur, the founder of n =
Timurid Empire, decorated ©

the entire city in blue, his
favorite color.
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Be My Guest

Here are some things you should know if you are planning on embarking on a journey with your parents.

Give Dad a Chance to be Weak

| decided to give Dad a chance to be weak.
He has lived his life shouldering the
responsibility of being the strong head of our
family for many years. Since | am now grown
up, | took on the responsibility of solving
various problems that arose during our travel.
Dad has given up such responsibilities little
by little. We talked all night long in a train in
India. As our conversations became deeper,
our relationship changed from father-to-
daughter to person-to-person. | don’t mean
to say that you have to make all the decisions
during a journey to get to this point. If you do,
your parents can lose their sense of traveling
independence. Rather, prepare for the journey
together by sharing books or watching videos
so that you may share exciting feelings before
embarking on your journey.
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Lee Seul-Gi became best friends
with her father during their travels.
She is managing the Action Lab
company while writing books or
going on trips.
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Edited by Kim Seong-Hwa
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Follwing his mother’s whishes,
Won Dae-Han went on a pilgrimage
with his mother. Won plans
to publish the book Mom Walks
in Shikoku.

Get Your Ramyeon Soup Powder

The most useful things | had with me were

the packets of Korean ramyeon (instant
noodles) soup powder. The ravioli that | cooked
with the ramyeon powder added to chicken
stock in a rural village in Spain was an instant
cure for the homesickness felt by me and my
mother. Also, be prepared for an emergency
situation where you or your parents experience
an unexpected call of nature. Get a grasp

of the local toilet etiquette and find out the
location of public toilets and you will be spared
from an embarrassing moment.

The most important thing is to never
assume to know your parents’ “limits.” | had
had no idea that my mother, who walked about
5 kilometers a day, would be able to cover
40 kilometers, or that she would be totally fine
after drinking a whole bottle of wine.
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Always Have Meals on Time
While on the road with your parent, leave most
choices up to them. Parents tend to think this
way: “Will | ever come back here again?” Let
them make decisions on the road thinking that
you may come back some day. One of the most
important things to keep in mind is to have
meals on time. Older people can get exhausted
very quickly once they are low on sugar. When
that happens, forget about your travel schedule
and take them to a nearby restaurant.

While on the road, everyone tends to
become bolder and braver than usual. You
will often be surprised by their unexpected
behavior. Sometimes it’'s more fun to see them
act differently than to enjoy the landscape.
Refrain from telling them to “Stop it”; instead,
join them in their enjoyment of the trip.
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Tae Won-Joon and his mother
bonded during their 300-day journey
through Eurasia and 215-day
journey through South America.
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Experience art remotely.
text by Kim Nam-Ju
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A Virtual
Strolil
Through
Museums

The National Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art Korea (MMCA) is
currently offering various content
through online channels, holding virtual
exhibition tours that introduce modern
and contemporary masterpieces of
Korean art. In video content up to 10
minutes long, available for viewing
until early December, MMCA Director
Youn Bummo introduces works by
some of Korea’s most celebrated
artists, including Ko Huidong, Park
Saeng-Kwang, Kim Whanki, and Nam
June Paik. The museum’s curators are
also walking online visitors through
the cyber exhibitions that they have
arranged.
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Image courtesy of MMCA / Ko Huidong, “Self-portrait,” 1915, Oli on canvas, 61x46cm

The National Museum of Korea —
Expanding the VR Senses

The National Museum of Korea has
gone online to resume temporarily
halted exhibitions such as «Man,
Matter, Metamorphosis—10,000
Years of Design» and «Gaya Spirit—Iron
and Tune». Once an online visitor clicks
on the poster of an exhibition he or she
wishes to view, a virtual reality show
creates a vivid representation of a real
exhibition hall, or plays video content
that features curators presenting an
exhibition.
SYSYUSH—VR
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Image courtesy of National Museum Of Korea / “Gaya Spirit — Iron and Tune” Installation View

Metropolitan Museum

in New York City

Hundreds of art books are
available for free download.
Its website contains paintings
and essays produced from
8,000 B.C.
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From tapestry workshop
videos, you can view art,
construction, history, and
science-related podgests.
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Louvre Museum in Paris
It introduces “Today’s Art
Works” every day on its
website. You can also see

masterpieces such as the
“Mona Lisa” through VR.
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destination

text by the Editorial Team Sometimes we miss a particular
-3 photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun . .
‘ K travel destination so much.
'\', Perhaps that’s why we take so many
photos of it— just in case we'll

miss it. Plan ahead and comfort your
longing for a beautiful city you've

visited with a memorable photo.
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T Miss Your
Always-New Feeling

The Brooklyn Bridge is the best place to view the QIHL} ME2 72

e Ty
skyline formed by Lower Manhattan’s forest of B23E HelX|= 20{MHES| WE £0] IES0|=
skyscrapers. One World Trade Center, which was A7to[2tRlE AYst| 7HE £ 20|Ct 2014H

completed in 2014, has rebuilt the New York City J2IRE M2 Xi2(o] 2tSst ¥ 2E E0|= M=
skyline and put the beating back into the hearts
of all New Yorkers.
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A traveler is taking a selfie
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at the Brooklyn Bridge.
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T Miss Your
Peaceful Moments

Palais Royal, once open only to royal family
members and aristocrats, has been a relaxing
destination open to the public for quite some
time. At the Palais Royal Garden, magnolias and
daffodils bloom in spring among scores of white
roses. When | feel weary, | think of a special
Parisian daytime | spent alone sitting on a green

chair in this garden.

mj2|of Y=et

LE AFU LY = AUE T FOIY=2 A2IS2
#E7t & X| 22fct. Hef| 0ol Y2 F0|H MFH}
M=t DT X1 64 S0f= & F0|7) 2hEstet,

OhS0| 2OZ MEH =5

SLHE DXyl ot MSECt




Parisians enjoy their L
leisure time at the Palais !
Royal Garden.
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| recall a group of dancers clad |n'Iong white
skirts, dancing in a round grouping, méking

- flowering, fantastic, pious figure's: Sema, Turkey’s
representative tradi.tional military dance, is a
physical and spiritual meditation through which
the dancers cah hope to 're'ach God.
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Candide Books & Café is

I Milss Your
Forest of Wisdom
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The trunks of old trees growing downwards are as

splendid as the cowboy fringe in front of Candide Books 2t 1=0| F7|= 71RE0(9| & HAIXH

& Cafe at The Jam Factory in the Thai capital. Celebrated . i HER|Q| HO|E SARIH H0|CH.

=

Thai architect Duangrit Bunnag transformed what was B (Duangrit Bunnag)o|
literally a jam factory into a commercial and office WHMES MY H AR LR

(=}
complex. Selecting books under a tree’s shadow has . = Of2H0M= M 12= 0| §RI0]
never felt so refreshing.
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Eternal Beauty

The film The Great Beauty directed by Paolo
Sorrentino is about a man’s life. Located to the
west of the Trastevere area, the Janiculum is
the second-highest hill in Rome. If you climb to
the top of the hill, you come to the Piazza
Garibaldi, a square with breathtaking views
over the city.
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spotlight

text by Woo Jong-Kook

Elon Musk

An Eccentric With
a Plan for Everything

Tesla CEO Elon Musk is often likened to the character Tony Stark in the film
Iron Man, evoking impressions of a misunderstood sort of genius. Like Stark,
he has achieved commercial success by blowing people’s minds with his
visionary ideas while acting unpredictably eccentric.

The year 2018 was a bad year for Elon Musk. He
was seen smoking marijuana during a podcast,
forced to step down as chairman of Tesla after
suggesting that his company might be taken off
the stock exchange, and harshly censured for
referring to a British explorer as the “pedo guy”
after having been criticized by the latter for
sending a miniature submarine to help rescue a
junior sogcer team from a cave in Thailand.
Meanwhile, In February and April, production of
his Tesla Model 3 was interrupted to the
frustration of some 400,000 customers who had
placed orders for the car.

Though Musk came close to being branded
the con man of the century, in 2020 the much-
malighed entrepreneur has returned to his
ambition of redesigning the future of humanity hy
fulfilling one dream at a time. Production and sales
of the Tesla Model 3 are now going strong across
the world. Despite the ravages of Covid-19, in the
first quarter of 2020 Tesla's sales are up 40
percent on the same period last vear, while Tesla
has overtaken the Volkswagen Group in market
value, ranking second in value only to Toyota in the
worldwide automobile business. In 2004, Musk
took over Tesla at a price of US $7.5 million,
hut this February the company’s total market
value amounted to $435 billion.

The Korean retail investors have followed
with keen interest the unstoppable rise in value
of Tesla shares. In March, Tesla's Model 3
overtook Mercedes-Benz and BMW to reach the

top slot for imported car sales volume in Korea.

Worldwide, supply of the Model 3 is unable to
keep up with demand, so the quantity of vehicles
that Tesla puts on the market is guaranteed to
equal the volume of sales.

When you actually get into a Tesla Model 3,
you enter a driving environment quite different
from any in the existent cars. The autopilot
functions are more advanced than those of any
Korean-manufactured cars, and the car's
performance is continuously being improved by
receiving software updates over the Internet. It
doesn't feel like a car so much as a mohile
electronic device; yet, the basic hardware,
acceleration, and mileage are superior to those
of any previous electric car.

But electric cars are really just one part of
the future that Musk envisions. While most
electric car manufacturers rely on hational and
local governments to provide recharging
facilities, Tesla is installing its own fast-charging
Supercharger stations all over the LS., and in
2014 it released its proprietary power recharging
patents to other companies, this way opening
the doors wide-open to the era of the electric car.

Meanwhile, Musk plans to send more than
10,000 satellites into low orbit to provide
coverage of the whole world. From the end of this
year, satellite broadband service will be intro-
duced in the U.S. only, with worldwide service to
begin from 2024. Self-driving ¢ars require high-
capacity real-time data transmission, and this too
will he provided solely by Musk's companies.

Musk also dreams of moving people to Mars,
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and to this end he has been pursuing an active
space program. In 20186, the SpaceX company,
which he had established in 2002, achieved the
first ever re-landing of a rocket launch vehicle in
human history. The sight of the rocket returning
and landing on Earth was remarkable and even
hard to believe due to its complexity. Musk’'s
success in achieving this milestone gives us a
sense of just how far his ideas have reached into
the future. Scientists maintain that using a
rocket just once and then discarding it is like
throwing an airplane away after a single journey.
If it costs $600 million to launch a single-use

rocket, then by re-using the rocket 1,000 times,

the cost can be reduced to just $60,000.

In 2016, Musk made the dramatic
announcement that he would send people to
Mars hy 2025. At the time, his statement was
considered absurd, but the situation has since

changed drastically. Today, many believe that if

Musk says he will do something, he surely will.

Born in South Affrica in 1971, Musk took his
Bachelor's degree in Physics at the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1995, at the dawn of the
Internet age, when he was just 24 vears old, he
established the Web software company Zip2,
and after he sold it to Compaqg in 1999, he made
a profit of $22 million. With that capital, he
established the online financial services
company X.com, providing payment services via
email. Subsequently, the company’s name was
changed to PayPal, and when it was sold to eBay
in 2002, it earned Musk $170 million. It was
that profit that enabled Musk to set up SpaceX
and take over Tesla. @
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| Wish to Live

As | walked around “the city of blue lakes,” as the old port city of
Mokpo is often referred to, | sampled the local delicacies of South
Jeolla Province and welcomed the arrival of the gentle spring.
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local trip

text by Kim Soo-Ji
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun I
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City of History
“This is the oldest modern building among the
existing ones in Mokpo; being built in the
Renaissance architectural style, it has a
magnificent presence,” explains Lee Ok-Hee—a
tour guide in Mokpo—and points to a two-story
structure built with red bricks as we pass by it.
The huilding is a former Japanese consulate,
which now serves as the Mokpo Modern History
Museum. It is also a filming location for Hotel
del Luna, a 2019 television series aired by tvlN.
The building’s facade seems quite imposing as
it overlooks the sea from the ridge of Mount
Yudalsan. The outer walls are strafed with bullet
holes made during the 1950-1953 Korean War,
while the inner structure has an air-raid shelter
that extends all the way to Mount Yudalsan.
Some 70 years later, little has changed.
Two-story Japanese houses floored with tatami
mats can be seen marked by stationery store,
woodworking shop, or video rental shop

sighboards.
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1. The exterior of the Mokpo

2,

5.

Modern History Museum
The Gapjaok Hat Shop —
the only store in Mokpo
that has remained open
since the Japanese
colonial era

The alleys of Yudal-dong
still welcome visitors
with their unigue charm
accentuated by exotic
colors and the familiarity of
an old neighborhood.
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. Mount Yudalzan stretches

out behind Mokpo Part,

. Fishing boats anchored in

Mokpo Part

_Fermented hongeo has

a bright reddish color, In
the Jeolla region, people
often put hongeo dishes on
the table when they treat
special guests,
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City of Delicacy
"How do you like it?"” asks me the hongeo-hoe
(sliced raw skate) merchant, noticing that I'm

from out of town. "Fresh hongeo tastes different,

doesn't it?" she continues, offering me a few
zlices of the fresh, diamond-shaped flat fish
called skate. The fresh hongeo is served
differently from the fermented skate, another
local delicacy, tasting sticky in my mouth, The
taste is sweel and does not have an odor,
Seeing me enjoy the taste, the restaurant owner
bursts into a satisfied laughter: "See? It tastes
good, That's Alaskan hongeo. The Heuksando
{an island off Mokpo) hongeo is so sticky that it
even sticks 1o the knife blade when sliced.”

Hongeo is found everywhere at the Mokpo
Specialty Seafood Market. The fermented
hongeo's uniguely strong odor of ammaonia can
turn away heads, but for those with an acguired
taste, it iz a scent of delicacy. From Heuksando
hongeo 1o the varieties imported from Chile and
Argentina, all kinds of hongeo is sold at this
market for fermentation and nation-wide
distribution,

In Mokpo, any feast that offers a variety of
delicacies but lacks hongeo dishes is not
considered a proper one. "Hongeo is addictive,
as well agvery healthy,” boasts the restaurant
owner. "It is perfect for eating healthy in
springtime. You may not like it right now, but you
will crave it later.”
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City of Art

Mokpo s the hub where people from the inland
regions have met the inhabitants of remote
izlands and served as both a modern city and
transportation hub for goods from across the
country, Mokpo has always been a place where
its settlers were able to develop and express
their cultural and artistic talents.

The panoramic view of Mokpo seen from the
top of Mount Yudalsan is breathtaking, moving
from the Nojeokbong Peak, which rizes aloof
under a surrounding mountain ridge, 1o the
Haebongsa Temple, As | step on the ldeung-
bawi, a rocky feature at the highest point of this
mountain, an expansive view of a jagged
coastline and the sea dotted with small islands
unfolds before my eyes, At twilight, a clear and
blue zea bathes my heartin its tranquil
landscape—much like the voice of the rower
resonates far into the distance. @

Kim Soo-liis a former editor of Lopaly Planet Magazine Kores
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. The Dadohae from the top
of Mount Yudalsan

. The city of Mokpo seen on
the way to Mount Yudalsan

 The lldeung-bawi, a rocky
feature at the highest point
of Mount Yudalsan
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Lee Dong-lae's art can be characterized as
human portraits depicted on canvas using mixed
media—small pieces of crystal set on acrylic,
for ingtance, or even grains of rice. The subjects
are mainly figures from the past, such as a
portrait of independence activist Kim Gu, which
iz currently displayed along with a sample of Kim
Gu's own handwriting in the Yeomingwan Hall of
the Blue House—the Korean President's
residence. Lee lives and works in Seoul's
Seongbuk-dong District, where he has created
portraits of a number of local artists and
writers—including Han Yong-Un, Lee Tae-lun,
and Kim Whanki—and exhibited them at his
z0lo show « Poetry, Writing and Paintings, Lee's
portraits often exude a sense of longing.

We walked with Lee Dong-Jag around

the Seongbuk-dong District, where he showed
us the sites and people that have inspired

his work.
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DGall:

71 9 22| — 60l

V= Coffee of Art Today?

fcon, 41 x32cm(GF),
acrylic, crystal on canvas,
2018

The 60Gallery is like a reception room for
Seonghuk-dong's artists. Curator Kim Jeong-
Min, the daughter of painter Kim Jong-Hwi, and
manhager Son Jin-Woo run 60Gallery and its
attached c¢afé, Oblique. The two have made it
possible for guests who come to the café to
comfortably walk into the gallery to view some
art, if so inclined.

Son wants Korean modern and
contemporary art to be recognized and valued
to the full. In this effort, he has designed
the public art installation “Changsin-dong Street
to commemorate Park Su-Geun and Nam June
Paik” and made a film about it. Son found
that his interest in the history of the local artists
was shared by neighbor Lee Dong-lag, so
the two worked together to arrange an exhibition
highlighting Seonghbuk-dong’s historic figures:
«Poetry, Writing and Paintings.

The 60Gallery has a rather tight space—it
feels full with just five to six people in it—
but the oblique angles created by the white
hexagonal display space create interesting ways
of seeing the exhibited artworks. Currently on
display is Kim Jong-Hwi's “Hometown_

Nostalgia" which portrays a landscape of

‘SF2|'E MA| =0|Ct

a hometown scene painted in a style

that includes elements of western ahstract art. Sedghiicgy
) ) ) &0Gallery
“The best thing about this place is the Noon—6 p.m.;
bathroom,” Lee Dong-Jae informs me. So when Obligue
11 a.m.—7 p.m.;

| follow Lee's tip and open the bathroom SR Siih da

O +82 2-3673-0585
0 s0gallery.com

door, | can't help bursting in laughter. | won't

gdive away what the bathroom looks like, but as

: . . MRS MR 092
a hint, think of Gerhard Richter and Marcel @ 837 y=223d3
8 cozl
Duchamp. 12:00~18:00,
7t 22232
GOZS M DSOS AIZOICH UE 3| FHel AR
g 7T
WOl 2R AT AT HEE 60N BRI g asgers.osss
RELIE & Yl Y2 7Y 2 &E= &0gallery.com
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E712t BT S5t 0|22 JIHEELL S ARO|
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2s *WOE 0I—?—O'I ﬁfc.‘_F SHH B2 HES

R 7|tH = HEE 153 Bh2| ol

“0
H7lo| U2 E1 A 22 WX 20| BE LT
BHAP0| ORI HHSHR
AZS2E 2ot np2y
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@ 2. Seongbukro 23-gil,

Image courtesy of 60 Gallery



- ) - 8 ¢, Seonghbukro 15-gil, Q 427 4221549
Ol SUNU'S AOUSe: e 10:00~16:00,

i . . 10 a.m.—4 p.m.; Uy g
A Ca rl ng Spl rlt EHLC OkS EaS alx closed on Sundays and choisunu.com
Mondays O 02-23675-3401

choisunu.com

0O +82 236753401

Choi Sunu (1916-1284) was a missionary

who preserved and publicized Korean traditional
culture at a time when it was universally
underappreciated. Of the bulging columns of the
Buddhist temple building Muryangsujeon, Choi
wrote: “They welcome me with haggard faces,
as if worn out by longing, and their strange

Image courtesy of The National Trust of Korea

heauty, so tranquil and yet lonesome, is hard

to express in words.” Choi described the heauty
of a Joseon Dynasty porcelain jar as “mature
yet naive, a shape that exposes its inner voice
just as it is." His discerning eye shone out

in beautiful writings that were compiled by his
followers and published as a collection titled
Leaning on the Bulging Columns of
Muryangsujeon.

“As you can tell from his house, Choi Sunu
was a gentleman-scholar and an aesthete who
loved the aesthetics of Korea,"” explains Lee
Dong-Jae. As | look around, | can see that
the taste of a gentleman-scholar and aesthete
is evident in Choi Sunu’s house. One example is
a sliding door designed in a grid pattern, which
Choi describes as “most tidy and restful, with
heautifully pleasing proportions.”
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suyeon Sanban;
A Mountain Retreat for Writers =swm— saus

@ 8, Seongbuk-ro 26-il, @HEs7THs2262 8
Seonghuk-gu E-22Y 11:30~18:00,

Tuesday— Friday E~ae 22:0071X
11:30 am. -6 p.m.; 0 &R 19 2 BOCHE,

Saturday—Sunday

11:30 am. —10 p.m.
@ Pine needle tea

12,500 won;

jUjube tea 12,800 won
0O +52 2754-1736

Chamat 18 2, 8008
O 02764-1736

When the novelist Lee Tae-Jun (1904-?) built and
started living in his mountain retreat Suyeon
Sanhang, Seongbuk-dong was a rural area
crossed by small mountain streams. Today,
Seongbuk-dong is a city neighborhood packed
with cafés, bakeries, and noodle shops to the
point that the phrase “mountain retreat”
represents only a distant memory.

“Lee Tae-Jun liked to grow hardy banana
plants,” explains Lee Dong-Jae. “llike hardy
hananas too, but as they require a temperate
climate, they're not easy to grow. But do you
know that hardy bananas like jellied blood?

If you read Lee Tae-Jun’s essays, there's a story
about a hardy banana plant that grew well

after being given jellied blood as a fertilizer.

He says the plant grew so big and beautiful that
it caught the attention of passers-by that saw it
over the garden wall. There was even a person
passing by who offered to buy the plant at

a generous price.” While | am listening to Lee’s
interesting story, a refreshing scent drifts out on
the air. It is the scent of pine needle tea from
Suyeon Sanbang.

Lee Tae-Jun was a writer who abandoned
the idea of polished writing and stressed
the natural expression of writing as rendered by
feelings. He was considered equal in talent to
the poet Jeong Ji-Yong. When you sit on
the veranda of Suyeon Sanbang, where you
can experience the day’s weather, whether
sunshine or rain, you feel that everything about
the world is natural.
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It must have been about five or six days

after | moved to Seonghuk-dong. That night,
when | threw down the newspaper | had been
reading and lay down, | thought once more,

“This place is the real couniryside, tool”
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from Maoniit I\"um by Lee Tae-Jun, published
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o Gupo Guksu:
When You Feel Like
Getti NE TIPSY umixz ye yu— 7222

q
”

B Seongbukro 521, B HdsT H52 521
Seongbuk-gu 8 11:00~01:30,

11 am.—1:30 a.m.; UY 757
closed on Sundays B X7 5,000,

@ Anchovy noodles 5,000 LFoF- 22 ¢
won; squid tempura A 02744-0215
20,000 won

O +82 2744-0215

“Seonghuk-dong has plenty of high-class Korean
set-meal restaurants and noodle houses, but

| think the most representative of Seonghuk-
dong is Gupo Guksu," Lee Dong-Jae informs me.
“| often come here on the opening day of an
exhibition with people | know.”

When we open the sliding wooden door
and walk inside, we immediately see hig sieves
and nickel-silver tea kettles hanging in the
kitchen. An old cooking stove seems to
have heen installed to add to the antiquated
atmosphere of the venue. This kitchen
arrangement makes the décor of Gupo Guksu
feel comfortable, like the bashful smile of
an unpretentious friend.

On Lee Dong-lae's recommendation, | order
squid tempura. Inside the crispy batter, the
squid tastes nice and tender. Savory and slightly
sourtasting dishes such as steamed ray,
parboiled octopus, and lemon sweet-and-sour
meat all heighten the flavor of the accompanying
liquor. This is a great place for a large group
to eat their fill and enjoy their meal in a
delightful ambiance.
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@ Changgyeonggung-ro
307, Jongno-gu
Distance from
Hyehwarmun Gate to
Changuimun Gate:
4.7km

Time required for
wisiting: 3 hours
Opening times:;
Movember—February
P am.-5 p.m.,;
March—April and
September—Octaber
T am.—6pm,
May— AUgu st
7 am.—=7 p.m.

O seoulcitywall.
Se0UlL80 kr

B Z=F HHESE 2307
Sl=H2-EeIZ 4.7km

ZHek A2t
11~28 09.00~17:00,
348 9108
o7 00~12:00,
528 O7.00~19:00
29 AI7H3AIZH

0 seoulcitywall.
Se0ULZ0 kr

Seoul City Wall:

Walk the Wall zue augmemn— soass

"Suddenly it's all in bloom " exclaims Lee
Dong-lae, pointing around us. The trees on both
sides of the Seoul City Wall are indeed in full
bloom, as if competing in beauty with
each other.

The Seoul City Wall is a fortification built in
1396 under the reign of King Tagjo along the
ridges and flat land of Seoul's "inner hillg":
MNamsan, Inwangsan, Bugaksan, and Nakszan.
Traces that retain the history of more than 600
vears of repairs allow visitors to inspect the
fortified construction technology of the Jloseon
Dynasty.

We walk towards Mount Bugaksan, just as
Seoul residents of the Jloseon era did to admire
the local scenery. The more we tire, the more
the views open up, until we reach a panoramic
view of all of Seongbuk-dong. "The scenery's
amazing, isn't it?" asks Lee. "The wall
path has many small delights. It's alzo fun to
work out a little an the exercise machines
that you encounter along the way. "

Az we walk, | can't help thinking that even as
the old scenes may fade from view with the
passing of time, Seongbuk-dong will rernain a
neighborhood loved by artists, @
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Landscape




"Winter Scene," 140x140cm, pigment print, 2020



"Roof Top,” 140x1400m, pigment print, 2012









"Rastricted Access,” 140x14 0cm, pigment print, 2019



"Blue," 140x140cm, pigment print, 20419

Cho MoonHee is a visual artist whose work is based

in photography and installation work, Recently, she has held

a zolo exhibition titled «Middle Landscapes, featuring new
Korean towns,
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rmindful travel

text by Daniel Tudor

Without a Plan

Getting there without a plan m|ghtjust put the fun
back into your travel experlence&f-v

I'rn from a family that always had a plan, even on
holiday. "You know where we're going for dinner,
right? That place we saw online before, the one
with the good reviews. If we want to get there for
7 p.m.,we need to be back from the old town at
half past four so we have enough time to relax for
awhile, and then get ready to go out again. S0
that means we should have a big breakfast in the
morning and just something light, like coffee and
cake inthe early afternoon, to give Us enough
time 1o =ee the cathedral and that shopping area
before we go to the old town.” And =0 on.
Apparently it's about 'getting the most' out of
yvour time—and not forgetting to take plenty
of pictures, s0 you can show others what you did
with it. And though ['ve seen a few interesting
places while traveling In thiz way, | can't say ['ve
ever really enjoyed the experience tself that
much. It has always Telt like forced enjoyment.

| rather favor just picking a general area,
wandering aimlessly around I, and stopping
whenever | see something | like, I've always been
a fan of walking without purpose and simphy

taking in my surroundings. If you don't have

a plan, you might miss that cathedral, but if you
do have one, you might miss the overall rhythrm
of the city around the cathedral. You'll be too
preoccupied with getting to a particular site,
taking pictures of it, obzerving the things you are
told to look for, and then going on 1o the next
recommended site,

When we walk slowly and just observe the life
of another city going by, there's no pressure.
We're taken out of our own egos and problems,
which seem huge to us but are actually trifling
in the grand scheme of things. The strangers we
see around us have their own conserna which
may seem really trivial; this reminds us that to

‘them, our problems too are trivial.

In our lives, we're always chasing targets
and focusing on end fesults, That's such g huge
part of contemporary life that spending hours
wandering around with no particular goal feels
like an act of rebellion. BUt as we all know, ‘

the end really isn't the waiy to joy; when things
don't go according to plah, we feel the pang




of frustration, and when they do, we often still

find the outcome disappointing— maybe it wasn't

what we expected, or maybe it leaves us asking,

"Well, what now?" The real satisfaction in life

comes from enjoying the journey itself,

Around a year and a half ago, | spent some

eight hours just walking around Hanoi by miyself,

| zet out from my friend's house on the sast

of Ho Tay Lake, headed =south, and made a circle

around the adjacent Truc Bach Lake, where

I immediately decided I'd like to spend at least

ayear living at some point in my life. It's built

up, butin parts it feels like a slow, small

neighborhood, The views are armazing, and at

sorme point it will become irretrievably gentrified,

but for now you can also still see the occasional

__chrc,ken roarruquathe streets, aswell as cheap

tr‘es:tauran.ts-and cafés right on the lakeside. -
| had egg coffee and some unfamiliar noodie
“ﬁush D@@fmm@mﬁng at wh«aﬁm sesg&iﬁ —

inout of curiosity and was immediately taken with
the wood-burning art of Mgo Van Sac, a Hanoian
artist. | decided to buy one of hig pictures. | even
zaw the cathedral, though purely by chance, It
was more of a joy to chance upon it unexpectedly.
Later | ended up walking all the way to the Lotte
Center several kilometers to the west, repeating
the same non-process,

I'd been out for most of the day, not felt
rushed or stressed at any point, and never felt
alone even though | had gone by myself. Infact,

I managed to forget about myself altogether
Every moment felt like an experience in itself—

& chance tQ_\b@ s_urp-rfs@d;ﬁq_r'_le,am something.
“Above all; | felt like | was really living. Apparently
this iz called ‘mindful travel’ That label sounds
& bit 100 trendy for me. |'d rather just think of it
as & joyful way tovtrave{

a rﬁaLbreak from some
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Main Points of Attraction
FQHOIE

Moroshi Mountain
I 2 A|CORAM

Sezumesaki Lighthouse

M= AR ST

I
Akou Tree Colony
BLE 22

Kuchinotsu Lighthouse
TR S

Kuchinotsu History and Folklore
Branch Museum
TRl A WA QR A R 2

Length: Approx. 10 5km
Time needed: 3 -4 hours
Degree of difficulty:
Intermediate- Advanced
H2l: 2 10.5km
29 AIZE 3~4 A2
Ol E- 4

on the road

text by Kim Myun-Joong
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

The Olle T
Alon%
Port Villa

Kvushu Olle

Inamishimaba

Most of the Olle walking
trails in Kyushu, Japan, consist
of large forest trails.

The Minamishimabara Course is
different, combining the charm of

a port city with the stunning
views of an expansive sea and
white lighthouses keeping
watch over it.

This course starts from the Kuchinotsu Port.
The port where trade ships from Spain and
Portugal dropped anchor some 450 years
ago has now been reborn as the starting
point of the Kyushu Olle trails —a symbol of
the cultural exchanges between Korea and
Japan. There iz a huge statue of a Portu-
guese man nearby the port, depicting
Captain-major Tristio Vaz Da Veiga, a Portu-
guese explorerwho sailed here in 1567,

Az lwalk along the sea, past a port
village and down a guiet forest trail, | come
10 see a magnificent view of green fields.
The green hue of terraced lettuce fields is
different from that of large forests along
other Kyushu Olle trails, Beyond the green

fields, the sea mesmerizes with its

reflection of the sunlight.

| keep on walking past the MNoda
Tzusumi (embankrment), an artificial
reservoir built in the late 16th century to
trap rainwater for hikes up Noroshi
Mountain, Although the mountain is a really
a modest hill standing just 20 meters
above sea level, its view from the top is
in no way negligible, capturing the blue
sea and the islands of Amakusa.

The map shows Nomuki's Mystical
Single Pine as the next point of attraction,
but | z2e no pine tree anywhere, lapanese
poet Ujo Moguchi loved this tree g0 much
that he once wrote a poem about it.



The Sezumesaki Lighthouse
MEH X7 S,

However, the tree died after the Pacific War
due to damage from insects. It has now
been replaced by a cherry tree, on which
pink flowers bloom every spring.

As | come down the hill and walk onthe
route along a coastal park, | come across
an old lighthouse: the Sezumesaki
Lighthouse. The magnificent view of the
Ariake Sea unfolding beyond the lighthouse
is the highlight of the Minamishimabara
Course. The sea feels even more
zpectacular here because the nearby tidal
currents form frequent whirlpools.

Keep walking along the coastal route
past the lighthouse and you'll come to an
exotic landscape. An Akou tree, which

appears to be more than 300 years old,

boasts huge roots that bring to mind the
trees growing out of the ruing at Angkor Wat
in Cambodia. | take a breather under the
tree and try to absorb its mystical energy
through my whole body.

Az | continue along the trail, | arrive at
another lighthouse named the Kuchinotsu
Lighthouse. Walking just half a kilometer
more while enjoying the scenic beauty of the
blue sea and the green forest, | make my way
1o the final destination: the branch of the
Kuchinotsu History and Folklore Mussum. @

In cooperation with Kyushu Olle Council of
Authorized Regions (welcomekyushu.com /kyushuolle),
Minamishimabara City
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¥ 1. Alettus field unfolds
around the Noda
Embankment

2. Ahuge Akou tree exudes
mystical energy

3. A heart-shaped rock at
the Tajiri seashore
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MINAMI-
SHIMABARA
PLUS|—

The city of Minamishimabara boasts

two things that are considered among
the best in Japan: Mount Unzen—

an active volcano— and somen noodles.
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Yama no Tera Yuukyo

Restaurant

Minamishimabara boasts
Japan’'s top-class somen, or thin
noodles made of wheat flour. Many
tourists visit this city just to taste a
howl of somen. Yama no Tera Yuukyo
offers handmade somen—a tradition
that dates back some 350 vears.
Customers can choose hetween cold
and hot noodles.
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The Onokoba Mudslide
0 Prevention Mirai Museum

On June 3, 1991, Fugen-dake,
the main peak of Mount Unzen, spewed
out deadly lava. Located next to the
Onokoba Elementary School, which was
shut down in the aftermath of the
volcanic eruption, the Onokoba Mudslide
Prevention Mirai Museum exhibits videos
and photos that show the damage done
by the the volcanic explosion. Its
ohservation deck offers a vivid,
panoramic view of Fugen-dake.
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Mudslide Wreckage

Preservation Park

Roadside Station Mizunashi-
honjin Fukae the largest recreation area
in Japan, offers a unique landscape
that includes a site of houses buried up
their roofs by the volcanic eruption.
The scars left by the massive mudflow
and volcanic ash from the eruption
remain vivid today. Minamishimabara
is coming to terms this way with the
tragedy of the past without forgetting it.
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MOVIE

JOJO
RABBIT
W3 A BEAUTIFUL

et by Iim Hywn-in

The fact that a director making Hollywoaod
blockbuster films can return to smaller-scale movies
to take on the inhumanity of the Nazi period speaks
volumes. Messages of hate and the demonizing of
people belonging to certain ethnicities have

existed throughout time. This film is a beautiful
allegory of love against those who continue on a
path of discrimination and hatred.

Jojo Rabbit is an original coming-of-age film based on
World War Il events. In the mid-1940s, during

the later stages of World War I1, Jojo {Roman Griffin
Davis), a 10-year-old boy, is living with his mother
{Scarlett Johansson) in Germany. The kids his age taunt
Jojo by calling him “Jojo Rabbit” for his refusal to wring
the neck of a captured rabbit. The marginalized boy
develops an imaginary friend who goes by the name of
Adolf Hitler and decides to join the Hitlerjugend (Hitler
Youth Brigade), hoping to become as powerful as Hitler,
Though Jojo is still just a kid who can hardly tie his
shoelaces properly, he goes on to learn combat skills

at a Hitler Youth training camp.

One day, Jojois appalled to discover that a Jewish
girl named Elsa lives in his house, hiding there like
a ghost. To a boy who has been brainwashed by Nazi
ideology, Jews are nothing but monsters. Jojo first tries
to intimidate the girl and kick her out of his house, but
gradually begins to accept and recognize her as a
fellow human being.

Taika Waititi, who adapted the screenplay and
directed this filim, is a New Zealander. The director
gained recognition with the superhero film Thor:
Ragnarok (2017), which he produced in Hollywood, but
this movie Is closer to the smaller scale films Boy (2010)
and Hunt for the Wilderpeopie (2016), which he made
in his home country, Waititi has the ability to re-create
reality in a unique vision characterized by a black
brand of humor,

ALLEGORY OF LOVE

Jojo Rabbit depicts a tragic situation where children
are mobilized by grown-ups to fight their wars, but
Waititi’s dark humor manages to somehow puncture
the solemnity of the theme, The audience cannot help
but burst into laughter at times, being faced
with situations when Jojo’s disturbing ideology is
met head-on by an arresting innocence, Then there
are the moments of uncomfortable irony - like the
moments when Jojo’s daily life suddenly become
solemn at the sight of soime dead body encountered
on the street. In these moments, the director skillfully
crosses over the boundary between tragedy and
comedy: In the film’s opening scene, the Beatles’

“1 Want To Hold Your Hand” is played as background
to a panorama of faces of children who are fanatically
cheering for Hitler.

Waititi also stars as Jojo's imaginary friend Adolf
Hitler, There is relevance here: Waititi’s mother is
Jewish, and she recommended him to read Christine
Leunens's book Caging Skies, which this filin is based
on, Perhaps the reason for the mother character
in the movie being portrayed as a strong and three-
dimensional character is Waititi's own strong mother.
Scarlett Johansson's strong screen presence has
led to a nomination for best supporting actress at
the Oscars and Golden Globes, among other
award ceremonies, In a film that features a gloomy
wartime sentiment, the appearance of a strong
mother gives the mood a much-needed hint of
humanity, Jojo’s mother makes great efforts to correct
her son’s views of the world, actively opposing the Nazi
mentality, The character is a symbol of peace in
a time of tragedy. Johansson is seen wearing costuimes
in vibrant colors, which become symbols for a life
force exuding anti-war sentiment.

Kim Hyun-Minis a film journalist, She believes that while films may not be
able 1o save the waorld, they can make it a less lonely place.
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MUSIC

M R [ | I Ro I text by Seo-leong Min-Gap

In popular culture, things don’t disappear: they just
come back in different guises. If so, can Korea’s
present trot music scene write a new chapterin its
history? When you listen to Mr. Trot: Legend Mission
Best and Mr, Trot: Trot Aid Best, you may find your
answer.

The greatest sensation of the Korean popular music
world in 2020 is not BTS: it’s the TV Chosun show
Mr, Trot. In its 12 instalments between January 2
and March 14, this trot music survival audition program
achieved an unprecedented viewing rate of 35.7%.
At a time when public television competes with general
programming channels and cable TV, this record
viewing rate is impressive, but not that difficult to
imagine given the earlier success of Miss Trot.

The popularity of Mr. Trot can’t be explained without
considering the past and present of Korea's trot
music scene, First appearing in the late 1920s, when
Korea was under Japanese colonial rule, trot stood out
as an urban and contemporary type of music—unlike
folksongs, the traditional music of Korea’s general
population. Trot music’s sentimentality and feelings

of lament aptly expressed the frustration of Koreans
who had lost their sovereignty, and soon became

the mainstream of Korean popular music. Even after
liberation from Japan in 1845, trot remained popular
as an embodiment of the suffering caused by partition
and the ensuing Korean War. [n the 1960s, when

Korea was undergoing a phase of modernization, trot
was still valued for its distinctive expression of sorrow,

From the 1970s, however, trot was displaced
by rock, pop, and folk music, and no longer represented
the popular music mainstream. From the 1980s, trot
changed into a form of music that told trivial stories
set to a lively and cheerful rhythm. More recently,
young trot musicians like Park Hyun-Bin, Jang Yoon-
Jeong, and Hong Jin-Young shared the limelight with
experienced trot artists like Kim Yon-Ja, Na Hoon-A,
and Nam Jin, but in the 2010s it became
increasingly difficult for trot to stay trendy.

That doesn’t mean that trot had lost its fans, As the
average life expectancy gets longer in Korea, those
who have loved trot for many years are still trot fans;
they haven't transferred their affections to newer
forms of music like electronic or hip-hop. A number of
TV programs and live events have won their hearts,
And Miss Troft relit the flame of their time-honored
musical taste,

The trendy format of the survival audition program
has attracted younger TV audiences as well as
mature ones, The trot program was also the ideal kind
of programming for TV Chosun, a channel that already
had a considerable older audience base. Above all,
the weighty vocals of Song Ga-In, markedly different
from the light and lively style of most current trot
vocalists, went right to the hearts of those who had
been listening to trot for a long time, TV Chosun used
its long-accumulated know-how in TV entertainment
to bring together trot fans of all generations, and in
Mr. Trot they soon drew in viewers who were
newcomers to trot music.

[f you've seen Mr. Trof, or even if you haven't,
when you listen to the albums Mr, Trot Legend Mission
Best or Mr. Trot Trot Aid Best, you'll become familiar
with Korean trot in its 2020 guise. Re-created in the
singing and staging style of a younger generation, trot
has become much more varied, fresh, and polished.

In this “newtro” age when people’s gazes turn to
anything encrusted with a patina of times past, the
popularity of Mr, Trot proves once more that in
popular culture things don’t disappear.

Music critic Seo-Jeong Min-Gap is a panelist at the Korean Musjc Awards,
He is the author of Love of Music and Bob Dyflan Doesn't Sing the Same Song.
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D 230 ELIAME ELIAS,

LONG PLAY

Eliane Elias

text by Seo-leong Min -Gap

Born in Sfo Paolo, Brazil, in 1960, Eliane Elias
is a dedicated jazz pianist and vocalist who
has been steadily releasing albums every
1-2 years since 1986, She even performed in
Korea in 2009, Elias moves freely between
playing and singing, between jazz and
classical, and her music ranges widely in style
to include samba, bossa nova, and Latin.
Her passion for musicis also evident in her
recent release of an album in homage to Chet
Baker and of music from the musical Man of
La Mancha, which she recorded 23 years ago.
In her 2015 album Made in Brazil Elias
sings a natural yet sophisticated rendition
of bossa nova classics as well as her own
compositions.
In 2017°s Dance of Time, too, she plays
and sings samba and bossa nova numbers,
beautifully connecting them with jazz. Even
as she grows older, Elias remains active, and
her ability to keep releasing highly polished
albums is surely not unrelated to her growing
length of experience,
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