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“Pile up & Rub — Chink (6-08)”
90.9x72.7cm
Mixed media on canvas
2019

cover artist

" Layers of
Colored Time
Kwon Soonik

| am looking at a painting on which layers of colors are superimposed
like moments of time, only to be separated by narrow spaces
which the artist calls “chinks.”




“Pile up & Rub — Chink (19-26)"

130.3x97cm
Mixed media on canvas
2019

The wide swath of green color placed on top of
the yellow ocher hue exudes at once the
energies of earth and trees. The painting is part
of Korean artist Kwon Soonik’s (b. 1959) Pile up
& Rub series, which reveal the mind of an artist
who has quietly and diligently kept his place
while conjuring up imagined stories born out of
a combination of colors and surfaces.

Let’s take a closer look at the artwork:

The chinks between colors that are dark and yet
shine tenderly and colors that are bright and
strong were filled by Kwon with finely ground
pencil lead. This is not about simply drawing
lines or painting them—~HKwon diligently rubs

the pencil lead powder until it shines in the
graphite’s unique gloss.

“Between the past and the present, there is
a chink called ‘today’,” explains Kwon. “When
we rub today until its shines, we see the ‘chink’
that connects with eternity.”

While time and tides create graphite by
accumulating and pressing it, the artist creates
the chinks in his artworks by grinding, piling up,
and rubbing mineral. Now, let us draw attention
to the edges of the bright colors: They are not
simply green or red—beneath them, a blue hue
can be seen. Kwon waits until the blue ink dries
up, before painting light brown over it. When
the light brown dries up, he paints it with yellow.
After repeated coloring and drying, he finally
gets to the color that we see. These are the
layers of time created by the artist. The thin
layers of different colors pile up to create

“Pile up & Rub — Chink (6-07)"
90.9x72.7cm

Mixed media on canvas
2019

the final color. The traces of Kwon’s brush
strokes leave furrows on the canvas.

The way Kwon paints is intentionally tiring.
The Chink series originates from his experience
of having his camera missing while traveling
through Africa more than 10 years ago. Unable
to take photos, he had to draw pictures on a
book he was carrying. The book was Indian
spiritualist Osho Rajneesh’s book Everyday Osho:
365 Daily Meditations for the Here and Now,
in which the author said that “there is an
opening between the past and the future that
leads to eternity and that it is the present.”
(The title of the Korean translation is “Chink.”)
So the life of the artist led to his occupation,
and his work takes after his life.

Kwon'’s solo exhibition «My Today», which is
held at the White Wave Art Center, in southern
Seoul, until November 11, also features an
installation work. Kwon colored large pieces
of paper with pencil in dark, shiny hues.
“Everyone gets back on their feet right where
they fall down,” says Kwon, standing in front of
his work. @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now an art
specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic Daily.



“Pile up & Rub — Chink 06”

162.2x130.3cm
Mixed media on canvas
2018
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“Pile up & Rub — Absence of Ego-
Mirage (13-01)"

90.9x72.7cm

Mixed media on canvas

2013

=
B nl1.2n
ﬂ
o
E‘_
4
2]
n

3 st 20l
AP0 MG BE < 20U B8 th2 37 208 o

ZHO| HEZ ‘272t Of2H AtO|0l=
og%gg %s}= EO| Q=G| 17 HIZ BXY'2tD Bt

AL Q4 2AXLIFY <S>0I%CH T X7kl 40|
X0 0/0jX|2 ﬂomu% SHORZICH Alg MET
a2 LRI 1181 11274 Fel= 1) Hels
'Liol 5 0lAl= 713 E°F9| 7| ZelE ot 4
QIC}. 7 2 &4 Ato| XZHS Q0| MITE R
AZAZRIEE S CHEQICE 1 Q01 X7t “e Lt
GOIE! 1 Xf2IS B YojLt= #0RAD SEHCE @

ZNOI2 NS 11 DISASIIE SUT 22 5t

DStHSHH0M DEdge S <MSBMUE> 2220
13N 0| TZ 7IM=Z Lok A



PREOS DOOLOO

Qo0
000
©009¢00

oy ot
092909990990
OO0 JO ™ :
§§§9 OROOC

“Pile up & Rub — Absence o o}
Mirage (13-03)”
162.2x130.3cm
Mixed media on canvas
2013
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Nejra Lali¢
lal.nej

When Nejra Lali¢, an engineer from Bosnia,
goes on a business trip to a specific region
in Germany, she brings her camera and searches
out the hidden treasures of the local city. Lali¢’s
photos capture the vivid moments found in the
peaceful and idyllic German daily life.
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TIP

CAMERA Kim carries

two Sony A7R4s on
his shoulders —one with a
wide-angle lens for indoor
shooting, and the other with
a zoom lens for close-up
cuts or sunrise photos—in
order to shoot with greater
agility, without having to
replace lenses frequently.

DRONE Sporting 48
megapixel photos and
deep learning features,
the DJI Mavic Air 2 provides
high picture quality.
Moreover, the drone is
relative light at 570 grams.

MEMORY CARD It
is a photographer’s
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in My Bag?

There is nothing missing from photographer Kim Joo-Won’s

backpack for his two-day photo shoot trip.

text by Kim Seong-Hwa / photos by Kim Joo-Won

nightmare to have a short-
circuited memory card while
taking pictures. That is why
Kim uses several 64GB or
128GB cards rather than a
few higher capacity ones.
He does not even back

up the photo files during
shooting periods in order to
prevent data loss.

COMPACT CAMERA

The Sony RX100 M7
is a monster armed with
a 24-200mm zoom lens
and capable of shooting in
uncompressed RAW files.
The camera is popular
among travel reporters as
well because of its high
quality captures despite

its small size. It provides
a reliable alternative in
the event of main camera
malfunctions.

CAMERA BATTERY

One can carry up
to five lithium batteries
aboard an airplane. The
batteries can last for two
days without recharging,
giving Kim the peace of
mind that helps him take
great photos.

GODOX AD100

This outdoor flash can
be used for portrait, interior,
and food photo shoots. The
round object on the right is
a diffuser—a device that

helps evenly spread and
soften light such as natural
light.

BRACELET Kim’'s

daughter made him
this bracelet by stringing
beads together, so Kim
always wears the bracelet
as a talisman, believing that
it will help him take good
photos.

e PORTABLE TRIPOD
LIGHT STAND Kim
found this light stand
after long searches on
AliExpress. Although he
needs someone else to
hold it for him due to its
light weight, the stand can
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be stored into his backpack
with ease.

GODOX MINI
SPEEDLITE TT350
One of the advantages
of this camera flash is
that it does not look too
professional, making it
easier to take quick photos
of food in a busy restaurant.

Kim Joo-Won's backpack
contains the professional
know-how accumulated
from his 15-year career.
Kim held a solo exhibition
in Spain with «WHITE»

a series of winter landscape
photos of Korea.



HONG KONG

The faces of children consumed
by curiosity seem to epitomize
Old Town Central. It’s fun

to look around, chatting or
laughing, among the stylish
shops and hip murals that
appear on every street. PMQ

is a trendy space composed

of designer shops that was
remodelled from an old
accommodation facility. Each
of its floors has a similar
layout, so it’s easy to lose your
way if not careful.

© PMQ Police Married
Quarters
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Dreams of a Return to Normal Life text by kim Nam-Ju
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A single ball can call forth
cheers or draw gasps. A vibrant
energy pervades T-Mobile
Park—the home ground of
the Seattle Mariners. Here
baseball fans watch the
outfield scoreboard dance
excitedly, laugh brightly,

and kiss each other like the
happiest people in the world.
Regardless whether they win
or lose, Mariners fans have a
great time at the ballgame.
@) Seattle Mariners
Baseball Club

photo by Kim Kyung-Bum
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SYDNEY

A bride in a pure white dress
walks down the steps of St Mary’s
Cathedral. Outside the grand,
Gothic-style cathedral building,
beautifully-dressed guests and
bridesmaids holding flowers
stand in line. Among them, the
happy sound of laughter rings out
like a serenade celebrating the
love of the new couple.

[ St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney
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destination

text by Kim Seong-Hwa
photos by Mat Jacob

Beyond
Deja

There are moments

when New York feels like Shanghai,
Shanghai like Tokyo,

and Tokyo like New York.

The international photography collective
Tendance Floue has made a detailed study of
cities around the world over a period of eight
years. The fruit of this labor is their book Cities
on Earth, published this October. The project,
originally intended for the Louis Vuitton City
Guides Collection, has involved 14 photographers
documenting 30 ever-changing cities, and is
considered a major event in the world of
photography.

One of these contributing photographers is
Mat Jacob, a co-founder of Tendance Floue,
who considers having a “different viewpoint” as
important as life itself. When asked in an
interview how he copes with an unexpected
situation, he replied, “l would look at it
differently, even if | had to hang from a drone!”
His answer to the question whether he had had
any memorable meetings in the city was equally

characteristic: “I've never met anyone but Tokyo, April 2015 ®Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob
myself.”
Mat Jacob’s highly individual way of looking
at things is expressed in views of New York,
Shanghai, and Tokyo that are published side-by-
side. Similar yet different fragments of each
city sharpen the viewer’s perspective by creating
a sense of both unfamiliarity and déja vu. .
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Ambition

“Height clearly reflects desire.

The skyscrapers of New York and
Shanghai were built on the
foundation of each city’s economic
growth. The dense vertical images
created by desire are visually
stimulating. They soar as high as
ambition itself.”

New York, April 2017 ©Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob
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Soul
“I roamed far and wide to capture
the soul of a city. Every city harbors
its own stories: stories of social
success and encounters, stories of
love, and even stories of decline.”
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Tokyo, March 2013 ©Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob
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WELCOME  jitindd

New York, April 2017 ©Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob
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Vitality
“The city is always busy, threatening
yet stimulating. Individual names
disappear, and even humanity is
often lost. On the other hand, there
are cities bursting with organic,
creative energy. In a city that’s like
an overlapping of little villages, the
will for life becomes strong.”
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Tokyo, April 2015 ©Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob




Shanghai, May 2016 ©Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob

Different Angle
“An office that has been designed
to maximize productivity is not

a very receptive space. Yet to an

artist, it is quite an attractive place.

The office has a geometrical
beauty and freely shows off the
grain of light.” _yat jacon
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Bk
New York, April 2017 © Louis Vuitton Malletier / Mat Jacob

Cities on Earth by the French collective Tendance Floue, which has <MIAQ AIS>2 <R0| H|IE A|E| 7H0|=>2]
provided the photographs for the Louis Vuitton City Guides, will be ARRIE 2ol OHA x5 GoYA E29|
available in Louis Vuitton stores. Fourteen photographers present urban AEIZCZ 20| H|E M IEOA TS 4= QUCH
scenes that they have captured in 30 cities over the past eight years, 14| X771 87 3070 ZAI0IA Hotll A4S

under nine themes including travel, work, power, and limits. o3l7], A, &, st S 971 7|1/ ER AUCL



Korean beauty

=#= The Island Less
Traveled
~Ulleungdo




An unfamiliar environment can make seasoned travelers feel as clumsy
as newbies, but at the same time, it can turn them into explorers burst-
ing with the drive of curiosity. Ulleungdo, a remote volcanic is land off
Korea’s eastern coast said to have never been connected to the main-
land, feels as removed as the distance and time it has stood alone,
stoking up the traveler’s interest in exploring it.

":""*'-mfn;.;;_-__':'_‘fprg_asts, while JLTIEM@ oS andi;.r
boasts a bamboo tree colony.
PAZO| BEEEHSER s =
CHLER 2t R doh= B, -

.




The clay earth at Taeha Hwangto Cave
looks reddish due to the oxidation of
iron-bearing minerals eroded by waves.

The photo on the right shows a coastal
trachyte rock cliff.
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. Gitdaebong Peak overlooks
Hyeonpo Port and
Hyeonpo-ri.

. Assorted hoe (sliced raw
fish) served at a local
seafood restaurant

. A campsite restaurant
in the Nari Basin offers
vegetable dishes. The
meat-like chewy texture
of samnamul (shoot
of Aruncus dioicus) is
fascinating.
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Undulating Mountains; Serene Peacefulness
| arrive at Ulleungdo’s Jeodong Port after
a series of delays caused by two big typhoons
to find the island veiled in a dark and secretive
sea fog. From here, | head northward to have
a look around the island along its coastal road.
The winding road snaking along the coastline
without a centerline feels quite perplexing,
especially as it disappears into a tunnel that
winds through a volcanic tuff rock—it is
a nameless natural tunnel on the way from the
Seommok Tunnel to the Samseonam Rock.
My first impression of Ulleungdo’s natural
features is that here even the unnamed cliffs
and rocks have a special look.

While making my way around the island,
magnificent landscapes make me feel as if
| have set foot in a scene from the movie
The Lord of the Rings. | can almost hear the
sounds of some solemn symphony the moment
| step on a beach strewn with fist-sized pebbles
and overlooked by the sky-piercing Songgot
Peak, the moment | stand in awe before Taeha
Hwangto (red clay) Cave, which looks like a Milky
Way shining in the red color, or the moment
| drive past a landscape with a giant trachyte
rock cliff comprising numerous long columnar
joints on its cliff that look like noodles falling
into the sea. Time finally stands still when | set
my gaze on the sunshine-filled Nari Basin or
the surrounding peaks that rise up against the
sky, dyed in a shyly playful, sunset-hued glow.

Simply Friendliness

There are numerous steles inscribed with the
slogan “Live Right” on Ulleungdo. | cannot help
smiling at seeing this positive message
inscribed so seriously on these stone carvings.
Lee So-Min, my tour guide, boasts about the
island’s lack of thieves and the relatively small
gap between its rich and poor: “It would be
difficult to run away after committing a crime
here, and anyone willing to work can find a job
here because manpower is in short supply,” she
explains. A restaurant owner asks me how | like
the hotel where | am staying, to which | reply,
“How did you know | am staying there?” The
response is simple: “l saw you coming out of it.”
Moreover, when | ask an employee at a local car
rental company over the phone when to return

my rental car, he replies, “You are staying

in Seomyeon, right? I'll see you at Jeodong Port
around noon.” And sure enough, he finds me

in less than five minutes after | park my car,

as if it had a location tracker. “Word of mouth
works faster than the cloud syncing system,”

| think to myself. Knowing that | will never get
lost on this island makes me feel weirdly secure.

On the other hand, many people attempt
to start a conversation with me as if they knew
me already. Among them, | remember two
people | met in front of the Taeha Hwangto
Cave, at the western tip of the island. The two
men who said they were born and grew up
in Taeha looked roughly in their mid-40s, with
eyes beaming with mischief. “Do you like the
Hwangto Cave?,” asks one of them. “I practice
singing here every day. In my real voice on odd
numbered days, and in my head voice on even
numbered days. This guy’s father even appeared
on television. His name is Kim Doo-Gyeong.”
We exchanged jokes and then go on our own
ways. | know nothing of them, except for the
name of the father on TV. Still, such brief
encounters feel somehow precious. When
| came across the two men on the coastal road
on the following day, | call them out loud without
realizing it.

Before embarking on this trip, someone told
me that “everybody should go to Ulleungdo once
in a lifetime, but that one time is enough.”
That’s because the trip takes three hours by car
from Seoul to Gangneung, then three more
hours by ferry from Gangneung to Ulleungdo.
The island is harder to get to than many other
destinations in foreign countries because it has
no airport due to its shortage of flat land and
because ferry service is scarce during winter.
As a matter of fact, it was extremely difficult to
remain seated for most of the six-hour ride.
Nevertheless, | do not agree with the assertion
that one visit to Ulleungdo is enough. Anyone
who appreciates unpretentious displays of
friendliness more than superficial, refined
behavior would agree with me completely. @






The photo on the left shows a mushroom-
shaped outcropping formed by the erosion
of a pyroclastic rock. On the right is

a type of fern growing on the slopes

of Gitdaebong Peak.
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to discover and admire the many faces of the island’s

roads
mid-slopes of Mount Hallasan. At times
enchanted forests.




Hidden
Images
The Secret
Forest

@ 2173, Songdang-ri, Gujwa-eup
Daily 10 a.m. = 7 p.m.

@ HFA 2ES T2 2173

0§ 10:00~19:00

On either side of this red road, the
distinctively-shaped oriental arbor-vitae
trees make a strong contrast of color,
and at the end of the road stands a blue
food truck: This is the Secret Forest,
now known on Instagram as Jeju’s
hottest photo location.

Formed on a 49,500m?2 plot of land
near Andol Oreum, this beautiful forest
has attracted scores of visitors eager to
take the photo of a lifetime in its
mysterious-looking spots. Although
it has become too famous to still be
called a “secret forest,” this is certainly
still a place worth visiting.

In a meadow surrounded by Hinoki
cypress and Japanese cedar trees,
plants like rape and buckwheat blossom
with a different beauty in each season.
In November, the buckwheat flowers are
at their peak. To find out exactly what'’s
in bloom at any given moment, you can
contact the Secret Forest through
Instagram and you will be kindly
updated. Walking among the flowers
here in full bloom, you feel as if your
spirit has strayed for a while in a
fairytale scene.

To avoid the crowds, it’s best to visit
in the early morning. If you enter from
Bijarim-ro Road, drive carefully as the
road is unpaved. And be sure not to go
anywhere that isn’t open to the public.
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Organic
Green Tea
Grove
Seogwi
Dawon

@ 717, 516-ro, Seogwipo-si
Daily 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

@ +82 64-733-0632

@ MAZAl 5162 717

0fY 09:00~17:00

@ 064-733-0632

The Seogwi Dawon tea grove stretches
across 66,000m?2 of land at the south-
eastern tip of Mount Hallasan. The grove
is surrounded by woodlands, giving it
the feel of a beautiful, secret garden.
The scenery is out of a fairy tale: walls
of basalt rock surround the neat rows
of tea plants, and swelling camellia
trees bow their heads here and there.
A slow walk along the path between the
tea grove and the woods will have you
feel like your vision and thoughts have
become crisper.

But the scenery is not the only
reason to visit Seogwi Dawon. Here you
can also taste and buy refreshing,
newly-made organic tea grown in the
fresh air and on the clean, hilly slopes
located 250m above sea level. Mr. Heo
Sang-Jong and Mrs. An Haeng-Ja, a local
tea-growing couple in their eighties,
are still growing and roasting the tea
themselves.

A narrow path flanked by tall
roadside trees will lead you to a small
and cozy tea room where, for just 5,000
won a head, you can have green tea and
cookies served by Mrs. An herself.

And as you sip the clear and refreshing
Uji tea or savory yellow tea and silently
gaze out over the tea grove outside,

you will feel a bit like a Taoist immortal.
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Mountain
Cabin in
the Woods
Chinbong
Sanjang

@ 1389-4, Songdan-ri, Gujwa-eup
Daily 11 a.m. — 9:30 p.m.

@ HFA #ES T2 1389-4

0 11:00~21:30

Owner Kim Jae-Hyeon calls himself

a mountain cabin keeper. He says that
when he came to Jeju Island, he wanted
to live a different life than on the
mainland. After thinking hard about how
to live and work the way he wanted to,
he decided to open the Chinbong
Sanjang mountain cabin. From his
childhood, Kim had loved adventure
books such as Huckleberry Finn and
longed to have his own tree house.
Naturally, he decided on pursuing his
interests through camping and the
outdoor life.

When | opened the door of Kim’s
mountain cabin and went inside, | was
reminded of a scene from Quentin
Tarantino’s film The Hateful Eight. It is
no exaggeration to say that the cabin
was like a movie set—the interior was
decorated entirely on the concept of
a mountain cabin. Every little article
in the interior was out of the ordinary,
and most of them were objects that Kim
had collected over the years.

The food served at Chinbong
Sanjang is equally interesting. A stew is
cooked in a big saucepan hanging from
a tree, and when the bell rings, you
must get in line to claim your serving of
beef stew. Wash down your stew with a
warm Irish coffee that gives off a strong
smell of whisky, and you feel as if you
are really in a rustic mountain cabin
in the woods. It's an ideal way to satisfy
your hunger at the end of your forest trip

and rest a bit before moving on.
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Drive the
Forest Roads
Tank-ya
Nolja

@ 454-1, Seonheul-ri, Jocheon-eup

Daily 10 a.m. = 6 p.m. (last ride 5:30 p.m.)
@ +82 70-4274-4664

@ FMFA| ZHG MEL| 454-1

0§ 10:00~18:00(0X|8} &5 17:30)

@ 070-4274-4664

A visit to the woods doesn’t necessarily
have to be quiet and tranquil; it can be
loud and fast if you choose ride an all-
terrain vehicle (ATV) through broad fields
and forest lanes.

“To avoid harming nature, we only
use lanes that are already there,”
explains Lee Ji-Hun, head of Tank-ya
Nolja. “ATVs are usually driven in fields,
but here you can drive them in dense
woodland, too. There are not many
places where you can find such a variety
of routes.”

The ATVs can be driven without
a driver’s license, but they are restricted
to adults, and you have to receive
the safety training and strictly follow
the rules about wearing protective
equipment and such. Before setting off,
you must do a test drive, and anyone
who doesn’t drive well is restricted
to certain areas.

Sitting on the quadbike and passing
through a tunnel formed by the trees
on either side of the lane, then speeding
through fields of waist-high grass, you
will feel your stress melt away. An added
bonus is the peaceful backdrop of
horses grazing peacefully in front of
Budae Oreum.
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Wellness
In the Woods
The We

Hotel Jeju

@ 453-95, 1100-ro, Seogwipo-si

@ Superior room from 158,000 won
(breakfast not included)

B +82 64-730-1200

@ MFAZA| 11002 453-95

0 #+I2/0{ & 152t 8,100 FE|(XA S2E)

@ 064-730-1200

Considered the leading wellness hotel
on Jeju Island, the We Hotel Jeju is

a perfect destination for those who seek
a restful and enjoyable break to reward
themselves. The hotel provides a variety
of programs that can be enjoyed on the
premises, including spa and meditation
facilities.

Especially noteworthy is the Forest
Therapy Program, which takes
advantage of the hotel’s location on the
mid-slopes of Mount Hallasan. The We
Hotel’s woodlands comprise a primeval
forest that preserves intact a variety of
tree species, as well as a number of
attractive walking paths. Located 350m
above sea level in the UNESCO-listed
Jeju Island Biosphere Reserve, the
setting has immense natural value.

It’s fine to just walk around freely or
to follow the map provided by the hotel,
but for a complete experience of the
forest we recommend joining the
Healing Forest Program, which starts at
9:10 each morning. A knowledgeable

forest guide will lead the way and
provide insightful details about
everything in the forest, down to the
little stones and moss that grows
beside the walking path.

While in the woods, you can also
take advantage of programs such as
breathing meditation and yoga, and
wash away the fatigue accumulated in
your body and mind. If you're not up to
walking just yet, you can enjoy the lush
woodlands of Hallasan from the window
of your room. Thanks to the hotel’s high
vantage point, on a clear day you can
gaze far over the distant sea. @
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text by Kim Nam-Ju
photos by Shin Sun-Hye

When the Sun

Whispers

The gentle and sweet sunshine
undulates softly over leisurely
scenery; the air, breeze, and the
temperature of the moment can be
felt in each picture frame. The
natural landscapes and objects
photographed in infinitely slow time
frames grab the attention with their
unique composition and colors.
Once framed in the camera’s view
finder, even the most ordinary
moments can feel magical, like
cinematic pictures.
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Shin Sun-Hye is a fashion photographer who does AMEE IiE ZETHHCE A0 o WS EH

not hesitate to point her camera at pretty and cute X ol0] FtHI2tE ECH FM HA0AM Z2FsH S Q1
things. She has recently released SOMEWHERE, AE AR HOJ AFEIE <MQ0>E TULCE

a photography compilation of landscapes and things

photographed at unfamiliar locations.




BoA has agreed to let me interview her
on her 20th anniversary in the music
business. As she entered the interview
venue, wearing a casual cap and T-shirt,
the 35-year-old pop star still retained
the face of the 13-year-old girl that
made her debut as an SM
Entertainment trainee when she was in
the fifth grade of elementary school.
Her clear complexion and deep dimples
made her look so young when she
smiled. BoA had had offers from
multiple entertainment agencies, but
settled on SM Entertainment—the first
agency to contact her. As the concept of
trainee was still unfamiliar in Korea at
that time, BoA was arguably the first idol
trainee in the country.

After three years of training in
dancing, singing, and foreign languages,
BoA graced the stage of SBS Inkigayo—
a weekly music show that features and
introduces viewers to the most popular
artists in Korea. This was in August
2000, and her debut song was, “ID;
Peace B.” She said that she watched

spotlight

text by Kim Na-Rang

20
Years
of
o

Marking the 20-year
anniversary since her debut
in the entertainment industry,
Korean pop star BoA says
her dream is to continue
making music for a long time.
This goal motivates her to put
her history of
accomplishments behind and
keep going forward.

the music video again recently, adding
that she has been listening to her old
performances more frequently in this
milestone year. She noted that she does
not like to watch her old videos,
however: “Watching my old interviews or
on-stage performances, | feel sorry for
myself. After debuting at a young age,

| had to go through a lot of difficult trials
and change gradually. If | could meet
young BoA, | would advise her to not try
so hard. Still, a young and stubborn

BoA would still do what she believed

in. (Laughter) Of course, | am what | am
now because | worked like hell. | don’t
regret my past. No matter what you do,
the reasons, endeavors, and results

are all connected.”

BoA is still famous for her
disciplined lifestyle. She has seldom
gotten out of bed past 10 a.m., and she
receives rehabilitation treatments twice
a week. “I have never given up on
anything without trying,” she says. The
choreography of “Woman” featured the
singer upside-down when she appeared

Images courtesy by SM Entertainment



on the stage. When she first saw the
choreography, she thought it would be
impossible for her to pull it off. However,
she challenged herself and got it done.
“Now, people can say, unsurprised, that
‘she would have done it no matter what.””

The most memorable moments of
her career came during her time in
Japan. BoA was the first Korean to
reach number one on the Oricon Charts
in Japan; however, she had a difficult
time at first. After a botched 2001
performance in Japan, BoA suffered
from a severe form of stress that made
her feel “as if [her] life expectancy was
reduced by one year every time [she]
went on stage.” But then came a huge
hit—Listen to My Heart, her first
Japanese album, released in 2002.

Riding on her Japanese success,
BoA released a series of hit albums,
such as “No. 1” “Atlantis Princess” “My
Name,” and “Girls on Top,” establishing
her as the “Star of Asia.” In 2008, she
announced her intention to enter the
U.S. market. BoA, her first U.S. studio
album, debuted on the Billboard 200 at
number 127. It can be said that BoA laid
the foundation for many other K-pop
stars’ subsequent successes in Japan
and the U.S.

BoA adheres to one principle as an
artist—she does the music she wants
to do: “Often, things did not go well
when | did what | was told to do,” she
recalls. “But things went well when
| insisted on doing things my way. | felt
so frustrated when | faced undesired
results after doing what others had
decided for me. | would rather make my
choice, do my best, and accept the
result. An artist should first create
music that satisfies him or her before
expecting good results with the public.”

Among BoA’s albums, my personal
favorite is Kiss My Lips, her eighth
Korean-language studio album, for which
she participated in writing the lyrics and
music on every track. She did the same
for her 20th anniversary album. “Rather

August, 2000
Debuted with the title of
“13-year-old girl singer”
March, 2002
Became the first Korean singer
to reach number one on the Oricon
Charts in Japan
(BoA’s debut Japanese album
Listen To My Heart)
February, 2004
Won the Favorite Korean Artist and
the Most Influential Asian Artist
awards from MTV Asia Awards
March, 2009
Became the first Korean singer

to enter Billboard’s albums chart
(U.S. debut album BoA)

than doing anything special to mark my
20th anniversary, | want to look for what
| want to do and put it in the album,”
she confessed. “More than anything
else, | really want to dance. (Laughter)”

Before her latest album, BoA
completed the “Our Beloved BoA”
project for a special album featuring
performers, including EXO’s Baekhyun,
Bolbbalgan4, Red Velvet, and Gallant,
who covered BoA’s hits such as “Only
One” and “Atlantis Princess.”

When asked about changes that she
has gone through over the last 20 years,
BoA brought up the story of Kwon Bo-Ah
in her 30s: “I like being in my 30s now
better than any other time in my past,”
she says. “l was busy in my teenage
years doing what others told me to do
and busy during my 20s looking for what
| wanted to do. | wanted to enjoy this
and that, but didn’t know what | should
do next, so | ended up working hard.
Now, in my 30s, | am able to control my
work and life. | want to enjoy my life, as
well as continue to work hard.”

Lastly, | asked BoA what made her
so loved by fans, in her opinion: “I think
| am loved because | met the demand of
the times. But | have no idea what kind
of artists the current time wants. If we
knew the answer, wouldn’t everyone be
successful? (Laughter) Now is the age
when people listen to the music they
want to listen to. So | am leaning toward
creating music that would make people
who love my music become more
enthusiastic, rather than try to look
good to my audiences.” BoA told me
that at the time of her debut, she
thought she would only sing for about
five years. But now, BoA’s retirement
from music remains as uncertain as
ever: “| don’t want to put pressure on
myself with a fixed timeline. | just don’t
want to limit myself.” @

Kim Na-Rang is a feature editor of Vogue Korea.
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K-pop isn’t

a genre;

it’'s a musical
adventure —
and here’s how
you can dive
right into it.

second take

text by Tim Alper

Go
Crazy for

Are you a K-pop fan? Do you hate K-pop? Even if
you’ve never heard a K-pop song in your life, you
would have a hard time answering yes to either
one of these questions. But | can say with
confidence that you could easily find quite a few
K-pop songs that you'd like a lot—within just a
few minutes of searching. The first thing you need
to know about K-pop is that it isn’t a musical
genre. It has no defining tempo, for instance. It
can be fast or slow. A K-pop song could be an
introspective ballad, a dancefloor-ready bop, or a
hard-edged hip-hop number. Or even all of these
three rolled into onel

As such, “K-pop fans” aren’t really fans of
K-pop. In fact, they are more likely fans of one or
more Korean pop artists. That means that you
don’t have to know the names of all of the BTS
members to be “into K-pop.” Actually, you can
have a quite eclectic taste in K-pop without having
ever listened to Billboard chart-toppers BTS or
“Gangnam Style” singer PSY (although you’'d be
missing out on some pretty great music if that
were the case).

A Different Drum Beat

Pop music works in a very different way in Korea
than in the U.S. and the UK. Whereas traditionally
would-be artists tend to pitch their music at
record labels in the West, in Korea, the talent

agencies run the show.

Big agencies hold regular auditions —often
internationally and domestically—and
subsequently put together groups of diverse,
talented individuals who have never met before.
These groups then usually live together in
dormitories are trained daily in dance and vocal
performance until they are ready to make their
debut.

Typically, artists sign seven-year contracts
with agencies. This goes some way to explain why
so many groups disband while apparently still at
the height of their fame.

As such, BTS, who debuted in 2013 and
renewed their contracts with the talent agency Big
Hit in 2018 (well ahead of their previously
scheduled 2020 expiry), is something of an
anomaly.

For this reason, if you do get into Korean pop,
it is best not to get too attached to artists. But as
there are currently around 200 active multi-
member boybands and about the same amount of
all-female acts in Korea, the vast majority
naturally ends up pursuing non-celebrity careers
once their initial seven-year contracts are up.

Many people get into K-pop due to its rather
obvious visual appeal. It’s not hard at all to find a
male or female K-pop crush to become besotted
with. If that’s the case, you will find hordes of like-

Images courtesy of JYP ENTERTAINMENT



Park Jin-Young of

JYP Entertainment —
responsible for acts like
TWICE, GOT7 and Itzy

— have become powerful
musical auteurs.

POP

minded folk to share your obsession with online
and in the real world, no matter which language
you speak.

But if you are a strict audiophile or someone
who prefers not to have your heart ripped out
every seven years when your favorite K-pop star
abruptly announces they are retiring, never to be
heard from again, | advise you to focus on the
music and leave the fanboy/fangirl stuff to the
teenagers.

Instead, it pays to approach every new K-pop
song with an open mind: Love the song, not the
singer. K-pop groups rarely stick with one style of
music for very long. Acts who have a couple of
fast-tempo hits can suddenly go all cool and
mellow with their next song, or vice-versa, leaving
you feeling nonplussed.

Powerful Productions

If you prefer a little more consistency, try listening
to music by some of the K-pop industry’s most
successful producers until you find something you
like. Some have quite distinctive styles and work
almost exclusively with one or two artists, such as
Pdogg —the main producer at Big Hit and the
creative mastermind behind BTS. Others, like Park
Jin-young of JYP Entertainment—responsible for
acts like TWICE, GOT7 and ltzy—have become
powerful musical auteurs.

A few are more or less unaffiliated, and largely
work with groups or solo artists on a one-off basis
with great success. These include the likes of
Brave Brothers (confusingly, just one person) and
E.one (confusingly, two people).

My personal favorites are the aforementioned
Park Jin-Young, Shinsadong Tiger, and Sweetune,
as they all seem to share my undying passion for
70s disco and 80s synthpop.

So if you know your stuff, don’t ask people if
they “like K-pop.” Instead ask them how they like
their K-pop served: with lots of screaming, fan-
worship and heartbreak, cherry-picked on audio
value alone—or perhaps a deliciously indulgent
blend of all of these! @

Tim Alper, a columnist, author, and long-term resident of Seoul,
examines Korean culture from an expat’s perspective.
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LONG PLAY

Rush

text by Kim Nam-Ju

Rush was a three-member Canadian rock
band that reached international rock stardom
with their fourth studio album, 2712. This
world-class band connected progressive rock
and hard rock in a way that set them apart
from most rock bands. From blues-inspired
hard rock to a guitar-driven hard rock sound,
Rush infused experimental performances, and
philosophical lyrics into their music, earning
critical acclaim for creating a music that could
not be defined by any existing genres—Rush
was a genre in itself.

Asiana Airlines’ In-Flight Entertainment
system offers songs from Rush’s R40 Live
album, which consists of songs performed
during the band’s last live tour in 2015 and
sums up their 40-year history. The chemistry
and performances by these rock maestros—
legendary drummer Neil Peart, lead vocalist
and bassist Geddy Lee, and guitarist Alex
Lifeson—will mesmerize listeners. Don’t miss
the band’s first live performance of “Losing
It,” which features a violinist.
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