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“Accidental Scene 01”

acrylic on canvas
31.8x40.9cm
2016

cover artist

City
Stroller
Choi
Eun-Ji

In 2014, artist Choi Eun-Ji was traveling
through Europe. While in Istanbul, she
looked down from a high observation
deck over the bustling cityscape. As
she peered down, she discovered a
space she hadn’t expected to see: It
looked like a rooftop shack, and yet like
a rooftop garden; but somehow, this
unexpected space seemed like a gap in
the city. That was the moment when
Choi discovered her vision.

“I was struck by this ironic sight of
the city—motionless, as if it had
stopped dead— more so than by the
living and moving things in the crowded
and noisy Istanbul. When | got back to
Korea, | started working in earnest.”

At first sight, a painting by Choi
looks like a geometrical abstract piece,
composed of cold shapes and lines, or
maybe an abstract color painting that
expresses a feeling through

When you climb to a high vantage point, you can view
a city to good effect. Whether it’s a tower, a hill, an
observation deck, or a cable car, raising your viewpoint
may reveal an unexpected aspect of the city in which
you live.

a restricted color palette. And yet, the
painting will also reveal unexpected
details: a small bush that seems to
hold its own; a swimming pool from
where someone had just climbed out;
a basketball court where a ball had
been bouncing; chairs that seem to
retain the warmth of the human bodies
that had sat on them. All the objects
depicted in the painting actually retain
a former human presence. There’s no
way to know when the people were
there: All we know is they’re not there
now, and the spaces left behind speak
of the isolation of urban people.

“I've painted cities such as Seoul,
Busan, London, and Paris,” says Choi,
“but when you get rid of the
background, they all seem similar, and
it’s only the location that changes.”

Cities are made for people who
want to live there, yet people also want

to leave and then return. Choi has been
exploring this ambivalent attitude
toward cities. That’s why her paintings
have titles such as “Dupli-City” or
“Boundary.”

Choi believes that plants should be
present in the spaces where people
live. For this reason, she brought some
small flower pots to her studio in
Hapjeong-dong, in the Mapo-gu District
of Seoul, though taking care of these
plants wasn’t as easy as she had
hoped. The artist calls herself a “city
stroller.” She wants her paintings to
present viewers with different
perspectives on their cities and living
spaces. Similar to going on a journey. @

Choi Eun-Ji is an up-and-coming artist who has
distinguished herself in contest exhibitions at the
Shinhan Gallery and uJung Gallery. Cho Sang-In
has been working as an art reporter for the cultural
section of the Seoul Economic Daily for the past
10 years.

Images courtesy of the artist & PKM Gallery



“Gap in the Boundary 02”
acrylic on canvas
200.0x80.3cm
2016

“Dupli-City 02"

acrylic on canvas
193.9x130.3cm
2017

“Untitled (Layer of City) 09"
acrylic on canvas
63.7x63.7cm
2017
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“Gap in the Boundary 04”

48.8x70.0cm

acrylic on canvas

2016
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Front Cover
Choi Eun-Ji

“Gap in the Boundary 02" acrylic on canvas
200.0x80.3cm, 2016

You can get the digital version of ASIANA

from the Apple App Store, Android Google Play
and Tapzin App.
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TO HELP YOU MAKE THAT ALL matter
IMPORTANT CONNECTION.

Our Connection Service teams monitor thousands of flights to connect
you seamlessly between our member airlines. Helping speed you and
your baggage to your next flight in selected hubs should you need it.
Find out more at staralliance.com/connection-service
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© Terje Rakke/visitnorway

2018 Smile, Love, Weekend

On July 14 and 15, the Mapo Oil Tank Culture Park—

a former oil depot located near the Mapo World Cup Stadium
in western Seoul—will stage the “2018 Smile, Love,
Weekend” music festival. The event will feature 34 groups
of musicians, and unlike common rock festivals that mostly
involve rock bands, this festival will stage performances
characterized by melodious, family-friendly vocals and lyrics.
Among the scheduled performers will be Jung Seung-Hwan,
Jung Yup, rock band Soran, and duo MeloMance.

@ Mapo O1l Tank Culture Parq & July 14-15

E smileloveweekend.com]
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Enjoy Summer in Sapporo
Summer in Sapporo—the largest
city on the Japanese island of
Hokkaido—is in itself a festival.
During the hot season, a “beer
garden” opens in Odori Park, in
the city center. Outdoor tables
are installed, and fresh beer from
Sapporo and from countries all
around the world is sold on the
premises. Visitors can enjoy music
performances, street parades,
boisterous midsummer night'’s
festivities, and dazzling fireworks,
with outdoor service provided by
all local bars. @ Odori Park
Sapporo Odori Beer Garden:
July 20—August 17

E WWW.Sapporo.trave ]

Asiana to Launch Direct Charters
Between Incheon, Oslo

Asiana Airlines will launch direct
flights between Incheon (Seoul),
Korea, and Oslo, Norway, by flying
a total of 15 round-trip chartered
flights in July and August. Blessed
by marvels of nature and a clean
environment, Norway is one of the
best summer travel destinations
—its temperatures hover around
15 degrees centigrade on average
in July and August. Moreover,
visitors here can also enjoy white
nights and the Norwegian Fjords.
July 10—August 28

L3 visitnorway.comj
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#Seattle

UAELTHOM 7H2 AOHE =2 23
edited by Kim Na-Young

A

@nelleclark
Nelle Clark is a visual designer and
photographer. She is currently working at the
Starbucks Creative Studio, in Seattle.
She has a knack for branding and web design,
and dabbles in illustration.
22l S22 AlZf TIXIO|L{O| R} AFEIZHEL,
X AJOHE 0] fIXISt AEFHA F2|0J0[E|E
ARCQ0MM Y5k QUCt. Baignt ¢ Cixtelo] et
2Z0| Qen &3} 72|77t #O|o|Ct,

#seattle #seattlelife #seattlefoodie
#seattleart #seattleeats #pnw #igersseattle
#seattlecreative #newtoseattle
#discoverseattle #seattlerestaurants
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Cupping Room Coffee
Roasters

The Cupping Room Coffee Roasters is a
coffee shop that roasts its own beans, with
locations in the PoHo area and three other
areas of Hong Kong. The Cupping Room
employs baristas who have won overseas or
local barista competitions. This roastery is
second to none in its passion for developing
great tasting coffee. Its regular cupping events
and in-house competitions aim to improve
the coffee brewing skills of its baristas. The
shop offers a variety of beans, ranging from
single origin beans (selected from Columbia,
Ethiopia, and Guatemala, among other
countries) to house blends. Try the filtered
coffee, which is hand dripped by a barista.
The flavor of this coffee comes alive in a
symphony of taste.

[EI'Shop 8. Silver Jubilee Mansion, 62-/2 Po]
[EingTFong, Sheung Wanl [§ cuppingroom.hk]

SX|= 22 oielof Hi2|AE i3S Ei2 ZH9
HIE| 2B &30t FHHCh 228 80| U=
Z5H 20k 371 X0l & ALt Ui 7|
StS ZEshs 7Y AIZFS DHds 70| St
YTA7|2, AL B i3S 20 B2 AEL|
HHS HYots AlZtE 7HE TF Amol| thet
EFYO| =72 RO|Ct. AT HA| ZFH|ot,
OlE|2ImOF, dE| L2t SoIA HMsh SE02=
J2 22T FFRE XX SHE AT
CHASH ECE OIRO0IME BRI AED L3S
2H E8 HLE AMTsHEAL S8t k207t
SHLISILE AOfLt=E T2 oS =2 & QUL

Local Cafes
in Central Hong Kong

From among the myriad of coffee shops in Hong Kong’s Central District,

ASIANA has picked three where the coffee taste won’t let you down.
text by Kim Na-Young / photos by Jung Soo-Im

NOC Coffee Co.

Co-founded by a 2011 Hong Kong Barista
Champion and his food and beverage veteran
friend, NOC Coffee has three branches

in Hong Kong. NOC is an acronym for

“Not Only Coffee.” As the name suggests,
NOC offers a variety of brunch selections, as
well as snacks. As for the coffee, there

are two house blends on offer: No. 34 has

a light and fruity aroma, while No. 19

has a bold taste, with a dark chocolate finish.
The Fizzpresso, a cold beverage made

from a double espresso, passion fruit, lemon
juice, and tonic water, all mixed in a fantastic
ratio, is a must-have here. One glass of
Fizzpresso carries the refreshing taste of
summer.

20119 3 Hi2|AEH YO MZE B2
HEIRl & 277} 2 Rt FHEcE 23 W
371l X|Z0] ULt 0152 NOC= ‘FHm|et
OfL|2KNot Only Coffee)'S SE&tCH 1 O1EXE
HER|L 2HHS Q715 & 5 U= SA0]

I CHYBICt, MF= 514 SUES MEdh=0,
7HE bl 20| L= No.34 E= T3

= 2ol SARH0| LIAX|= No.19 & MEte
= QUCH B A|=sHEOF & 0REte| M=

=T 2| A(Fizzpresso). B2 OflAZ2 ALt
HHZ2X 32 F:A EY YHE

MOl HIZE AT AlJE SE0 FEE
O{E2] Bt0] 0] Bt ZHoil B UCE.
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EXIShop 8, Silver Jubilee Mansion. 62-72 Po

Aing Fong. Sheung Wan @ cupping

I3 noccoffeeco.comy

The Coffee Academics
Roastery Lab

The Coffee Academics, a shop that opened

in 2012, is one of Hong Kong’s best coffee
shop franchises, with nine local venues in
Hong Kong and outside branches in mainland
China and Singapore. As the name suggests,
the shop is also a training center for those
who want to learn about making coffee. The
Coffee Academics does everything from
importing beans to roasting and selling them.
Its delectable offerings include single origin
beans such as the Cup of Excellence, as well
as three house blends. Remember that the
Roastery Lab, which is located in SoHo, offers
a simpler menu than other shops. A bag of
the Hong Kong Blend beans makes a perfect
souvenir.

[@ Basement 47 Staunfon Sireet _Sohd

[3 the-coffeeacademics.com|
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Photos of a Lifetime

Gone are the days of taking
photos while having to carefully
protect your camera from rain

or water. Now you can capture
precious moments without the
hassle of carrying waterproof
devices when playing in the water
or on a rainy day. Waterproof to
a depth of 50 feet (15 meters),
this compact underwater camera
can be used while enjoying
underwater activities such as
snorkeling or scuba diving.
Olympus Stylus Tough TG-5.
Priced at 547,000 won.

FHu2toll 20| SOZ7} e M EAfSHH
RIS B Xt 352 FOERY,
2503 OjL} HI7 2 Ho|T 2
e TF| 90| AFSH 2712 MHE
29I} 23 15m7HK| Y47t 7S
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Travel Mates
In Your Bag

D ——

Check out these smart items that can make
your travels more comfortable.

2} 2P S8t ]9t

CilZS HotA USOE AOIES! HIZ.

text by Ha Eun-A
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Personalized Travel

Background Music

Our ears must work constantly,
without any breaks. These smart
and wireless earphones feature

a noise cancelling function, which
blocks unwelcome noise while
filtering in necessary sounds.
With an IPX4 water-resistant
rating, the earphones will be
protected from light rain or sweat.
Sony Korea WF-SP700N.

Priced at 249,000 won.

Li7} 12= ol BGM

ofF S K| §410 UolOf 5h=

. 10 AKX QO S2= 282
RICHSHHME Y& 2R3 A2)=
MEXOR SBFE ‘L0|= &Y
7|50] g7l £Eot 2 SREA
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ZRHO0| ZHESHL 2 AIAHES}
OHE Al2|ete EH SetErt.

IPX4 2= 720 RF 7Hef2 H|L
Hole IHGC}. AL|F2(0f
WF-SP700N. 242t 9,000¥.
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Keep Track of Your Baggage
Imagine being able to call your
bag and ask it where it is. This
product does just that: The Tile
Style Bluetooth tracker is thin,
small, and lightweight. Place it
inside your bag or wallet or attach
it to your key chain or anything
else, and it will tell you its current
location via an app on your
smartphone or by sounding an
alert. If you have a habit of losing
your belongings, this item is worth
checking out. Tile Style.

US Dollar 25.
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Survival Without the Plug-Ins
This is good news for those

who need something more than
rechargers, power transformers,
and multitaps during their travels.
These solar panels can be used
with any device that can be
charged through a USB cable.
Travelers can get electricity as
long as there is sunlight. The solar
panels are water resistant and
boast a stylish design. Yolk Solar
Paper. Priced at 180,000 won

(5 watts). Sold by Funshop.
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g Guilin: Where Past Meets Present

clipping ; . In the Yangshuo area, about an 80-minute
. ; . ; drive from China’s Guilin Liangjiang

HOTEL 3 1 International Airport, a beautiful hotel has
been remodeled from an old sugar factory.
The renovation has preserved the original
appearance of the building as much as
possible while reflecting the surrounding
topography and the hotel’s naturalistic
philosophy.
B From 1,800 Yuan (about US Dollar 281)
[Dalifahotels.com/yangshuo |

229t BiRRO| WAFE — FOJ
53 7012 Y THBHUM A2 o 1412+
202 7H2j2] U X0 Q2 N BHS
HHESH OISLIR SHO| SOMACH YRR} U=
71E B2 S AR A2 FH X 59
Rjeize| Hal2 viegs B 4y Yl SO,
#X9) S LIS S Kol 22t BrhHe!
AT, 215 o] ZEHE AES T A

KHABA SSHECEH S X220 Xj2Ist G,
b, YAEY, MM F TS SZHIAM Dkt
Szl Mgt 23S LA 4 Ot
B HY 1,8009/2Hf 302 25 E
Z2 2,000212H(2F 342t 2)2H
= flet 1
Secluded eathing Spaces
Hotel Stays in the Heart of Nature e £0l & WES S71= ‘834
text by Ha Eun-A 2. 5H20t
Phuket: A Day in the Jungle MBI 5t — =
The Kamala tropical rainforest area is located at Ef=2 2 2 M| S S0|A X2 2
a roughly 40-minute drive from Thailand’s Phuket 402 HOoiT! o x| FrLat,
International Airport. Nestled in the luxuriant S2I5E 7122} AS0f X2t 7|2t
Kamala Hills, the Keemala Resort offers an eco- 2| ZE &= Xt EISHEQI OIH|2| 02t
friendly interior set in a secluded space where you =3 Z7IOF L=T10| HigHE HEX|
can enjoy some downtime without being disturbed o1 QX| XIAS 5t AIZHS HY
by anyone. The guest rooms are decorated on £ Q= 20|Ct, & HIE L2 &,
four different themes—clay, tent, treehouse, M SX[Q Ul 7tX] 2MEZ HA
and bird’s nest—and when you look out to the Oom ZHAQY =2l M £=HX0|A
surrounding scenery from your private swimming AX|E HI2tEH XA SOUXIE
pool, you can really feel one with nature. L7Z 2 Lt
B From 22,600 Baht (about US Dollar 708) 20t 2 6O0HIE(2F 760 2)FE]
[@keemala.com | I3 keemala.com |

Fukuoka: Roam the Canal in a Hotel

The Huis Ten Bosch theme park is situated in
northwestern Kyushu, about a 90-minute drive from
Japan’s Fukuoka Airport. Recently, a strange floating
object has appeared on the canal here. The object looks
like a spaceship, but it’s actually a floating hotel designed
in the shape of a capsule. Comprising a bedroom, living
room, and bathroom, the hotel drifts around on the water,
allowing guests to enjoy a romantic night experience.
35,000 Yen (US Dollar 330)
english.huistenbosch.co.jp]|
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Images courtesy of Alila Yangshuo, Keemala Hotel, Huis Ten Bosch
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Must-Have

Towels

A pretty towel can make a decorative statement
in a bathroom. And if you pack one in your traveling bag,
the places you’ll stay will feel quite different, too.

SHH= Bt ———

A9 LS HOIET} K= 002 EF,

Ol 7Hb0]l SHLIE A 7HH =A0Me| 7|2 Jht=Ct
text by Kim Na-Young / photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

. Like Staying in a Boutique Hotel
The stylish embroidery patterns
found in fancy guestrooms and
the “Please Do Not Disturb”
lettering is what makes these
towels distinctive. Hang one of
them in your bathroom, and you’ll
feel as if you were staying in a
hotel. Made of 40-thread combed
yarn without dye, the towels let
you feel the intrinsic softness of
the cotton. 9,000 won, TWB.

. A Cure for the Monday Blues
With its simple stripes and

the word “Monday” crossed

out in embroidery, this towel

is quite cute. It also boasts a
generous size and a dense, thick
texture. The towel comes with a
customized pouch which can also
be used for wrapping clothing
articles when traveling or carrying
them when swimming. 8,000
won, | Hate Monday.

. Towel with a Twist

Two sisters who enjoy traveling
founded this towel brand, inspired
by the towel designs they had
seen in many countries. Besides
their attractive patterns, the
towels display different color
patterns on each side, making
them as versatile as they are
pretty. They’re also about 10cm
longer than standard towels,
which makes them suitable for
wrapping one’s hair after taking a
shower. 9,500 won, Itkuna.

. A Meaningful Collaboration

The Korean towel brand Songwol
got together with Rawrow, a brand
that specializes in items for
everyday use, to produce a series
of motif-based towels. One such
motif is “From Seoul”: the towel
depicts the Han River, which
flows along with the words “From
Seoul” to preserve memories

of Seoul for any visitors to the
Korean city. 15,000 won, Rawrow.
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ZHA HA 22 ‘Please Do Not
Disturb(&ai 2XI) Z2 27 5
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A Tale of Three Cities

When you travel to Venice, if you only visit the main island of Venice or the surrounding smaller
islands, you're missing quite a lot. Venice is just one part of Veneto — a region that

comprises several cities, each offering a different kind of pleasure. By visiting the three cities of
Verona, Vicenza, and Treviso, | sampled all the joys of the Veneto region.




destination |
text by Kim Na-Young
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun
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Vicenza — the stage that showcased the creativity
of architect Andrea Palladio.
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The Teatro Olimpico, an indoor theater that displays

Palladio’s distinctive touch
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Treviso — the perfect midsummer setting for

a glass of Prosecco wine and luxuriant views over - o R Y T
vine-covered hills. ‘ S S R ﬂu_.}
. St \ \ : 5 : [ _I
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The Prosecco Hills are covered with green-hued
rapevinessr .
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. On this trip to Veneto |

used a Eurail Pass. It
makes for a charming
way to travel—even the
time you spend waiting
for the train can be
special.

. Gnocchi with asparagus,

the dish | had at the
Emanuel Café in Verona.
The cooking brings

out the inherent flavors
of the seasonal local
ingredients.
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When traveling from one Italian city to another, the
most effective form of transportion is the train.
Even from Venice, you can catch a train from Santa
Lucia Station to any of the major cities in Veneto.

Train journeys in Europe are always exciting.
The cup of coffee while waiting for your train, the
sound of the train arriving, and the scenery
rushing by outside the window are all elements
that heighten the thrill of the journey.

If you are traveling by train to various cities,
it’s worth getting a Eurail Pass. With a pass that
allows you to travel on any five days within a
fixed-period, you can freely choose which cities to
visit. This is very convenient as the times are
not restricted, and even if you miss your intended
train, you can travel on the next one. Even after
catching quite an early train, | was so excited to
be visiting a new city that my sleepiness
essentially disappeared.

Verona: More than a City of Romance

Apart from Venice, Verona is perhaps the best
known city in Veneto. Many people know it as the
setting of Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo and Juliet.
So did I. | remember traveling to Verona by myself
years ago and hurrying to see Juliet’s house, where
the entrance wall was covered with messages

of love. But that’s not all there is to Verona. This
time around, | realized that Verona is a city that

P
R

sparkles with an abundance of artworks and
historical remains preserved from ancient
Roman times.

My itinerary began at the Adige River, which
flows through Verona. | went there to see a
famous bridge across the river: the Ponte Pietra.
This beautiful arch-shaped bridge is built of
marble and red brick—the pink marble was part
of the original bridge and is quarried in Verona.
When you stand in the middle of the bridge, you
can see a fairytale scene of colorful houses
lining both sides of the river.

The neighborhoods on both sides of the
bridge have many historical sites that are well
worth a visit. On one side is Verona’s oldest
building, the 1st century BC Roman theatre with
its archaeological museum, while on the other
side is Verona’s cathedral, Complesso della
Cattedrale, with its humble exterior set in contrast
with some rather sumptuous interior decorations.

Also a must-see is the ancient Roman
amphitheater, the Arena. What makes Verona’s
Arena special is that it’s older than the
Colosseum in Rome and yet extremely well
preserved, and each year it becomes the venue
for a world-class opera festival. This year’s Arena
Opera Festival runs until September 1, so if you're
planning to visit during that period, be sure to
catch a performance.
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. Ponte Pietra, the bridge

where | started my tour
of Verona

. The Arena boasts a

history of over 2,000
years.

. The highlight of Juliet’s

house is of course

the balcony —although
it has actually been

put there for the benefit
of tourists.
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. The interior of the
Palazzo Chiericati is now
used as an art gallery.

. Vicenza is known as
the city that hosts the
world-famous jewelry
exhibition, Vicenzaoro.
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Vicenza: In the Footsteps of Palladio
Before traveling to Vicenza, it's worth reading up
on Andrea Palladio, a 15th century architect.
Vicenza is the birthplace of the “Palladian style,”
and such a showcase of Palladio’s amazing
creativity that the whole city might be seen as the
architect’s personal gallery. A tour on the theme
of Palladian buildings is the dream of every
architecture student, not only from Italy but around
the world. Of course, there’s plenty to enjoy in
Vicenza without knowing anything about
architecture, too.

In my walk around Vicenza, the first place
| visited was the Teatro Olimpico. The highlight
of this—the world’s oldest indoor theatre —is a
stage set more than 400 years old, where
performances are still given today.

Recently, the Teatro Olimpico has introduced
a new way of appreciating the beauty of the stage:
After learning about the theatre and the city
through a tablet PC, you proceed into the theatre
to watch a light performance. This interesting
new approach combines classic aesthetics with
contemporary technology.

Vicenza’s city center is brimming with buildings
designed by Palladio: Opposite the Teatro Olimpico

is the Palazzo Chiericati, now used as an art
gallery; in the Piazza della Signoria stands
Vicenza’s iconic cathedral, the Basilica Palladiana;
and simply walking along a street named after the
architect, the Corso Andrea Palladio, you naturally
discover a wealth of buildings designed in his style.

A small distance outside the city center,
villas designed by Palladio are spread about.
Inspecting the more important villas, such as La
Lotonda, Villa Valmarana, and Villa Cordellina,
| admired their elegant exteriors, tidy gardens,
beautiful frescoes, and interiors decorated with
antique furniture. It gave me the strange feeling of
going back into the past and peeking into the
homes of the wealthy. In some of these villas you
can stay overnight if you book in advance.

If you've had your fill of Vicenza’s antique
beauty through Palladian architecture, you
can enjoy a totally contemporary aesthetic at the
Fondazione Bisazza gallery. This is run by the
Bisazza company, renowned for its luxurious
mosaic tiles. Along with tiles created by famous
designers like Italy’s Alessandro Mendini, you can
admire a collection of artworks by world-class
artists such as Candida Hofer.

Treviso: A Quest for Prosecco Wine

[taly is a wine-drinking country, and most Italian
food goes well with wine. The Veneto region
accounts for a large portion of Italy’s wine
production, and Treviso is a perfect city to include
in a wine-themed tour. That’s because it’s the
home of the Italian sparkling wine Prosecco.

In northern lItaly, this wine is especially enjoyed as
an apéritif, and it’s also the main base for the
wine cocktail called a Spritz.

To find out about Prosecco wine, | moved on
from the city of Treviso to a small nearby town
called Conegliano. Before my main destination,
| went to P.E.R., a factory-restaurant that
specializes in the food that goes best with wine,
namely cheese. There | filled my palate with savory
flavors by tasting a wide variety of cheeses, from
a bees wax based cheese that regularly wins prizes
at the Italian Cheese Awards to a cheese
fermented in wine. | also visited the cheese factory,
characterized by a rather powerful smell. With
advance booking, you can take a factory tour
and even enroll in a class where you can make
cheese yourself.



. At weekends, the piazza
outside the Basilica
Palladiana turns into a
market.

. Afresco preserved
inside a villa designed
by Palladio adds to the
grandeur and mystique of
the building.

. A mosaic by designer
Alessandro Mendini on
display at the Fondazione
Bisazza
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After leaving the cheese factory and riding
merrily along a quiet road, the view outside
the window changed to vineyards. We had reached
Prosecco Hills. It was an unusual landscape of
rolling hills completely covered with grape vines.
In this paradise for wine lovers, visiting a winery is
essential. At the Spagnol-Col del Sas winery,
| watched the process of making Prosecco wine
demonstrated by Matteo, the youngest of the four
brothers who run the winery. Explaining the
process of extracting the juice from well-ripened
grapes, distilling and then aerating it, Matteo
emphasized that “when choosing good Prosecco
wine, the most important thing is to check that
it has the DOCG certification.”

Even within the Conegliano area, the vineyards
that are entitled to the local designation DOCG
are extremely restricted, and have to pass through
a rigorous inspection and quality control process,
making these selections wines that you can trust.

When the sun went down, the air around
Prosecco Hills became quite chilly. At that
moment, | understood why the Venetians choose
this location for a summer break. As the cool
wind blows around the beautiful vine-covered hills,
sip your Prosecco with some tasty cheese and
salami on the side. Just imagining it makes the
summer seem perfect. @

In cooperation with ENIT-Agenzia Nazionale del Turismo, Consorzio
Vicenzaé, Comune di Verona, Verona Card, VeronaRound, Emanuel
Cafe, IAT Verona, Consorzio Marca Treviso, Comitato Primavera del
Prosecco Superiore, Pro Loco Trevigiane, and Rail Europe.

Asiana Airlines will fly round-trips 3 times a week
between Seoul (Incheon)—Venice.

2.

3.
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. The Molinetto della

Croda, a 17th-century
watermill that | saw on
my way to the Prosecco
Hills, has appeared in a
great many works of art.
Cheese maturing at the
P.E.R. cheese factory

A Prosecco wine that |
sampled at the Spagnol-
Col del Sas winery
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Consorzio Vicenzaé (vicenzae.org), Verona Card (veronacard.it), VeronaRound (veronaround.it), Emanuel Café (ristorantetipicoverona.it),
IAT Verona (veronatouristoffice.it), Comitato Primavera del Prosecco Superiore(primaveradelprosecco.it), Rail Europe (raileurope.co.kr)
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experience

The Heart of Romance in Verona

Due Torri Hotel
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“Music, love, and wine —these three
things are everything in Verona” —
that’s the first thing | heard from the
Due Torri Hotel's PR manager. And it
is true. In this city that sets the story
of Romeo and Juliet, a dreamlike
open-air opera festival takes place on
midsummer nights, delicious wine is
everywhere, and romance blossoms
on every street. And Due Torri is the
perfect hotel for enjoying it all.
Located at the heart of Verona
and facing the Sant’Anastasia
Church, the Due Torri Hotel preserves
all the historic beauty of its 14th-
century building. Originally an
aristocratic residence, the building
was first turned into a hotel in 1674.
After that, it went through various
changes before firming its present
identity as the Due Torri Hotel.

Throughout its long history, many
famous people have stayed here:
Mozart, Goethe, and even Italy’s
hero, Giuseppe Garibaldi, once made
a speech from the hotel’s balcony.
The hotel’s interior is full of
aristocratic, antique charm. The
guest room interiors preserve their
classy Empire style furnishings, with
each room showing slight variations.
My heart was captivated by the
beautiful antique accessories, the
Murano glass chandeliers, and
above all, the bathroom finished in
Verona’s local pink marble. Besides
the guest rooms, the perfectly
preserved original frescoes in the
lounge and meeting rooms keep the
history of the hotel and the city alive.
The highlight of the hotel is surely
the Panoramic Terrace on the
rooftop. As its name implies, from
here you can admire breathtaking
panoramic views over Verona while
enjoying a tasty meal with wine.
| was thrilled to find such a gem of a
place to enjoy romantic Verona on
a starlit night.
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Due Torri Hotel is a member of the
Leading Hotels of the World, the
world’s oldest consortium of luxury
hotels. (Ihw.com)




city break

text by Kim Myun-Joong
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

Find Your
Own Taste o
CHICAGO

Chicago, the largest city in the American Midwest,
offers a wide range of things to see and do.
Here are some suggestions for enjoying Chicago
based on your own preferences.

I like taking
quiet trips
in small groups.

- . I’d rather
e gom_g watch sports
to art galleries
. on TV
sometimes. .
than live.

I like reading
more than
exercising.

I would not
go bungee jumping
in a million years.

I like jazz
more than rock.

Studious Hands-on
style style

Thrill-
seeking
style
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Elegant
Night
Days

For an elegant night out in Chicago, there’s
nothing better than a live jazz bar. As you might
expect from the city of jazz, there are plenty of
jazz clubs here. Among them, I'd recommend
Winter’s Jazz Club (wintersjazzclub.com), which
only opened last year. Here you can listen to live
gigs by top local jazz bands that perform
literally in front of you. On the night | went, a
band call Jeru was playing. Listening to the
elegant melodies played by these four elderly
gentlemen, | thought to myself, “Wow! I'd

sure like to age this way!”

For a taste of Chicago’s daytime elegance,
take an architecture tour on a cruise boat
(wendellaboats.com) along the Chicago River.
What's so elegant about looking at buildings,
you may ask? Just put on the provided

earphones, tip your head back, and listen to the
jazz playlist; under a clear blue sky, Chicago’s
beautiful buildings will float past you on both
sides like works of art in a gallery. For me, it was
the most elegant 90 minutes spent during my
whole trip to Chicago.

But the epitome of Chicago elegance is
surely to be found at the Art Institute of Chicago
(artic.edu). From Rodin’s sculptures to Edward
Hopper’s paintings and Andy Warhol’s pop art
pieces, you'll see a variety of quintessential
artworks by artists who have left heavy
footprints in the world of art. Borrow one of the
audio guide sets and you'll be able to hear lively
explanations of the artworks you’ll walk past in
admiration.
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. Inside the Art Institute
of Chicago

. Passengers enjoying an
architecture tour on a
cruise boat

. The band Jeru performing
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Studiou
Strolls

Here’s an unusual way to experience Chicago:

visit the famous and historic universities
located in the city. Walking around their
beautiful campuses, you'll feel a sense of
peace that’s hard to find in downtown
Chicago.

University of Chicago, located in the south
of the city, has produced as many as 94
Nobel Prize winners to date. Boasting a
history of over 100 years, the campus exudes
an antiquated, studious atmosphere — similar
to Oxford or Cambridge universities.

Northwestern University, located to the
north of Chicago in the neighboring city of
Evanston, is also well worth a visit. The
campus is bordered by Lake Michigan, giving
it quite a romantic atmosphere. The views of
downtown Chicago across Lake Michigan are
quite impressive too.

The campus of Loyola University Chicago
also adjoins Lake Michigan. The campus
church, the Madonna della Strada Chapel, is
beautifully positioned, making it a popular
spot for wedding photographs by alumni of

the university. 4,

Chicago is also famous for blues music. If
you're interested in the history of Chicago
blues, be sure to visit Willie Dixon’s Blues
Heaven Foundation (bluesheaven.com). This
was the site of Chess Records —the cradle
of Chicago blues. The record label launched
local musicians such as Willie Dixon and
Muddy Waters, who personified the Chicago

blues scene at a time when blues music 2

reached its peak. The address is 2120 South

Michigan Avenue. If that sounds familiar, it's 3.
because it was the title of a track by the 4.

British rock band The Rolling Stones. The
Rolling Stones were great fans of Chess
Records and Muddy Waters, and after
recording a song in the Chess Records
studio, they used the address as the title.

o

. One interesting thing to

see on the Northwestern
University campus is a rock
bearing written messages
that range from proposals
of marriage to calls for
social reform.

. Inside Northwestern

University’s Kellogg Global
Hub, which houses one of
the world’s top graduate
schools of management

. The campus of the

University of Chicago

In a bus headed for the
University of Chicago, many
of the passengers are
intently reading books.

. At Willie Dixon’s Blues

Heaven Foundation you
can find memorabilia of
legendary musicians, such
as signed LP albums.
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Hands-On

H B

the whole process of producing an SNL show.

You'll see the actual SNL studio, and learn all

kinds of interesting behind-the-scenes stories.
If you're a sports fan, be sure to visit the

|
hicago Sports Museum (chicagosportsmuseum.
I m), located on Chicago’s renowned shopping

If you're staying in Chicago during the weekend,
try the World Famous Gospel Brunch at House of
Blues (houseofblues.com). Here, on a late
Sunday morning, you can enjoy a meal while
listening to a first-rate gospel music performance.
Especially attractive is the way the performers
communicate with the audience during their
performance. At the end of the show, you will
even have a chance to go up on stage and
showcase your talents. Be brave!

Saturday Night Live: The Experience
(snltheexhibition.com, until December 31, 2018)
is literally one minute away from the House of
Blues. If you're a fan of the TV show SNL, you
must stop by. Here you can see and experience

street, the Magnificent Mile. The museum
displays historical sports memorabilia such as
the uniforms of the Chicago Bulls’ legendary
basketball heroes Michael Jordan and Scottie
Pippen, visual reminders of the Chicago Cubs’
famous foul ball incident of 2003, and others.
The museum also provides hands-on game
experiences using advanced hi-tech equipment
for games of baseball, basketball, and ice
hockey that feel as realistic as the live stadium
experiences.

Next to the museum is a restaurant, Harry
Caray’s 7th Inning Stretch (harrycarays.com),
named after the legendary baseball announcer
of the Chicago Cubs and the White Sox, Harry
Caray.
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. House of Blues, where

you can enjoy a first-rate
gospel music performance
with your brunch.

. At the Museum

of Broadcast
Communications, where
Saturday Night Live: The
Experience is located,
you can see memorabilia
from a number of popular
American TV programs.

. A child is shooting at the

Chicago Sports Museum’s
interactive program.

. Inside Harry Caray’s

restaurant

. The remains of the “cursed

foul ball.”
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For the T
Seeker

If you're the type who enjoys adrenaline thrills

such as bungee jumping or skydiving, stop
by the 360 Chicago observation deck, formerly
known as the John Hancock Observatory
(360chicago.com). The deck is equipped with a
unique facility called “Tilt.” As its name
suggests, the windows of the observatory tilt
outwards in three stages.

| gave it a try, feeling brave and saying to

myself, “Is this all there is to it?” By the second 1. At Buddy Guy's Legends, HX|IFHILE AZHO|CHO|0) = 0t2fs| XS HEE
i . s . live blues performances o =L = (o =p=y’ L

stage, looking down to Chicago’s city streets take center stage every AYUS 7| EIYUOIEHE S ‘E BF'0|2t= Y=
300 meters below, | started catching my breath. night. R 360 Al712(360chicago.com) MUTHE

) 2. Anight view of Chicago - =
By the third stage, | have to confess, my whole from the 360 Chicago 71 XL O] MY LHol= =53 AlH0| RU=E, HiZ
body was shaking. It was an experience observation deck EE(tit)C 0|5 JME MU 0| & 3HAZ Hie=

. . i i 3. Chicagoans cheer for - . &l S1o Jlenxie M ‘ol s
overflowing with thrill and excitement. their home team, the 7|20 X|= A|ARIOICE ME 7|20{%E T ‘0[Z0][0f!

If you're into experiencing the intensity of live E'actkha‘“ks' atthe United 371 7|1aEgioLY, = HIY 7|20{% 300m Of2f
enter. _ P o - =
sports, head over to the United Center 1. HIT| 710| X Y HXOIAME BT AFILL ALH7E eh=0l S0%E ™ okt 250]
(unitedcenter.com). This venue hosts ice hockey ﬁioﬂ%;’iﬁﬁi SI0lE o#CH OO M| I 7|20{KS T ARK|7}
games in winter and basketball in summer. 2.360 A7t MatTHo|A BERE BXSS ousttt, O HE2 A AX|=
. . . . . 1=} E] =

For Chicago, the United Center is as iconic as HF2k= A7 OFd. Z-o|Ct.

3. RLIOIE|= MEOIM EE

the baseball ground Wrigley Field. When | SUSIAS SUst= S AR SES L7)|1 AICHH QLIO|E|E
watched an ice hockey game here, the cheering A7HL AIEIE. ME{(unitedcenter.com)Z g¥SHAL 0|2 SHE7|0I=
of the Chicagoans for their home team the OL0|ASGH |, otE7|0l= s+ Z7171 BXKl= X2
Blackhawks almost gave me goosebumps. OF7 &0l 2|22 HEQ} 8H A7t AR X MX 2

ol= XROICt. ' O|ROIA OF0|AGH |E SH=Hl 2
BSIAE ot AFIL ATS2| TH2 80 2F0
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On days when there are no sports matches,
the United Center turns into a concert venue.
Radiohead will be playing here July 67, while

T B no ol
ou 2

August 13-14 welcomes a performance by

Chicago’s legendary alternative rock band The 8% 13~140l= Al7t12] HAXQI HEJHEIE £ WHE
Smashing Pumpkins, so take note if you happen ADfY "WZIATL ZHE "X O] AZ]of AIZtzof|
to be visiting Chicago on those dates. WEStE 252 FIotAE

If you're a blues fan, you’ll want to visit SFA OHLOf2HH A7t =40 R[S EFA
Buddy Guy’s Legends (buddyguy.com) in central 2t0|2 S8 HC| 710|= 2|IM=(buddyguy.com)2
Chicago. Chicago’s famous guitarist Buddy Guy SSHAL A7t e HMAEXQI 7|Ef2|AE HC| 7t0(7t
opened this live blues club in 1989. The 198940 28 ¢ XO|Ct. BF HL| 7t0] EI0| FLHof|
passionate live blues performances that unfold Q27| St Y 2 0|20 BXMX|= EHR
here each night will give you the greatest joy you SFA B0|EE= AFII0AM =2 5= = 2|19| 5|82
can experience in Chicago. @ AR Z0IC}. @
In cooperation with Choose Chicago (choosechicago.com) and ™ @E. A7t 2EH(choosechicago.com),
Brand USA (VisitTheUSA.com). 0= 2t&3d(gousa.or.kr)

Asiana Airlines has daily round-trip flights OFAJOtLIRS 2 ME(2M) - A7t 2 2+S
between Seoul (Incheon)— Chicago. Y &t 23atetLich







experience

Virgin Hotels
Chicago

You've probably heard
about Virgin Mobile
and Virgin Records.
But Virgin Hotels?
You’'ve heard right: One
of the new challenges
for Virgin Group
founder Sir Richard
Branson is the hotel
business. Virgin Hotels
has opened

its first property in
Chicago.

Befitting the Virgin brand, Virgin Hotels Chicago
is young. Its neat and modern guestrooms are
decorated in white and red. The layout of the
guest rooms is simple, too. Each room is divided
into a sleeping space and a dressing space.
Just by spending one night, you can tell that this
hotel pays as much attention to functionality as
it does to design. Red, of course, symbolizes
the Virgin brand. It’s not a basic red, but a very
intense one, like the “Flamingo” Sculpture
standing in the vicinity of Chicago’s Jackson
Station.

The intense red found everywhere in the
hotel, however, is unmatched by the shade of
red | found at The Commons Club, on the
second floor (the club is a restaurant that
specializes in contemporary American cuisine,
and also has a refined and lively bar that serves
all kinds of cocktails and wines). Here, | got to
meet an extremely elegant woman wearing a red
dress, known to everyone as “The Woman in
Red.” It‘s a bit hard to define her role. In brief,
she is a cheerful companion, a kind guide, and,
above all, a troubleshooter who has the right
answers to your questions: Which cocktail to
drink at The Commons Club, what you should do
in Chicago — ask her any question, and she’ll
give you the perfect answer.
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Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria

The deep-dish pizza at Lou

Malnati’s is magnificent.
The thick dough is covered with an
enormous amount of cheese and
toppings. Lou Malnati’'s Pizzeria is
considered one of the best among
Chicago’s numerous deep-dish
pizza franchises. It has 10 stores in
Chicago alone.
Gold Coast: 1120 North State St.
O +1 312-725-7777

E

AL WYL FEF & o0l A YO
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R =ZEZXEX: 1120 North State StJ
@ +1 3127257777

D loumalnatis.com |

Beatrix

o

days,” to quote my Chicago friend who

“This is one of the most popular
brunch places in Chicago these

accompanied us to Beatrix. Customers
can dine in a comfy and refined
atmosphere, as well as enjoy Chicago’s
local coffee, craft beer, oven-fresh
bread, and cookies. Beatrix has shops
in three neighborhoods: River North,
Streeterville, and Fulton Market.

[€X Beatrix River North: 519 North|
Clark St. @ +1 312-284-1377

I beatrixrestaurants.com]
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Intelligentsia Coffee

When my photographer

suggested going to a
Starbucks, my local friend responded,
“When you're in Chicago, you should
have Intelligentsia Coffee.” The coffee
served here has an excellent, rich
flavor. The brand is considered one of
the top three specialty coffee brands in
the States, together with Blue Bottle
Coffee and Stumptown Coffee
Roasters.
B Millennium Park Coffeebar. 53 Eastl
Randolph St. @ +1 312-920-9332
¥ ntelligentsiacoffee.cond

QIER|HIAOf 74|

AEPHAO| 7HRH= MM AIZE0f| AHs LY
Rt EHRHCE “AIFET0) SO QIZR|HIA|Of
7{M|Z OpMOFX|.” AO|7t E85+ 71| SO
UZOIC}, ERHE, ASHDEIRT} 34 0|2
3 L2 H3ICY,
[East Randolph St.]@ +1 312-920-9332
T —oT ]




The Power of Simplicity

Katz Style
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editing by Kim Myun-Joong
painting by Alex Katz
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“Coca-Cola Girl 14"
oil on linen, 91.4x182.9cm
2018

He observes a subject for a while, decides on
some fleeting image, and then proceeds with
rapid brush strokes, rigorously excluding all
detail. Only the essence and character of the
subject are depicted in a condensed and simple
form. To those, he adds elegance. The
background is limited to a solid color, removing
any sense of space. By showing a figure in
close-up, like in a film or an advertisement, he
forces the viewer to concentrate more closely
on the subject. The color and expression of the
resulting large subject image creates a strong
impression on the viewer.

Alex Katz, a master of contemporary portrait
painting, aims to capture the essence of a
subject and express it as simply as possible.

Katz's portraits emphasize the power that comes

from simplicity—that’s the reason his works
create such a strong impression.
Take a steady look at the painting shown

here. Make eye contact with the model depicted.

The people in depicted in Katz’ paintings seem
to invite contact with the viewer. Join them in
their imaginary journey. Bon voyage!

Images courtesy of Alex Katz, VAGA, New York/SACK, Korea 2018



“Coca-Cola Girl 1"
oil on linen, 101x127cm
2017



“Laura 1”

oil on linen,
152.4x101.6cm
2017




“Laura 8"
oil on linen, 152.4x228.6cm
2017



“Three Women”
oil on linen, 213x366¢cm

2005




“Darisa”
oil on linen, 121.9x284.5cm
2015

The exhibition «Alex Katz, Model and Dancer» runs until July 23 at the
Lotte Museum (lottemuseum.com), a contemporary art gallery opened
this January on the seventh floor of the Lotte World Tower in Jamsil,
Seoul. Alex Katz is a master of contemporary portrait painting who
beautifully expresses New York’s striking personalities and their lives.
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SO ESERY 7500 JH2tst ZAEm22| Oja2 ZORXY
(lottemuseum.com)OflA] 72 23U7X| E2ILC},
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Seoul’

New =

Cultural

Map -

Mo MEe 28 X|HE

Several nhewly opened spaces have contributed
to a recent rise in Seoul City’s cultural index.
Combining large or small exhibition spaces with
cafés, restaurants, and all kinds of shops,

these cultural complexes offer an abundance of
lifestyle services.
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Piknic

“Ryuichi Sakamoto is holding his first solo
exhibition!” — you might have heard this news
which has created quite a stir. World-renowned
musician Ryuichi Sakamoto is opening his
personal show at Piknic, a cultural complex run by
the exhibition management company Glint.

The gallery space is provided by a neat, attractive
building that formerly belonged to a
pharmaceutical company. Besides the exhibition
spaces, the renovated building includes the
restaurant Zero Complex, the café-bar Café Piknic,
and the miscellaneous goods store Kiosk

Kiosk— plenty, in fact, to keep you occupied for

a whole day.

Sakamoto’s exhibition extends from the
building’'s basement to its third floor. It offers a
special screening of the documentary on
Sakamoto that was shown at last year’s Venice
International Film Festival, as well as multimedia
works by various artists with whom Sakamoto
has collaborated, including video art by Korea’s
Nam June Paik.

Oh, and don't forget the rooftop: From here,
you can look out over the luxuriant greenery of
Namsan Hill while sipping a cool drink in a space
that overflows with Sakamoto’s music.

The exhibition «Ryuichi Sakamoto: Life Life» is
scheduled to run until October 14.

The Cultural Getaway on the Namsan Hill Walkway
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Arario Gallery Seoul | RYSE Hotel
When Art Meets Hotel

The fourth branch of the Arario Gallery has
opened in the basement of RYSE, Autograph
Collection, a new boutique hotel in Seoul’s
Hongdae District. RYSE, Autograph Collection is
designed on a concept that reflects the unique
culture and atmosphere of the Hongdae area,
known as a “playground for creators.”

The hotel’s suite rooms are works of art in
themselves, as they are designed by artists.
Design elements can be spotted in every corner
of the hotel’s spaces —even the furniture and
accessories have an artistic quality; actually, just
looking around makes for an interesting
experience here. The hotel’s restaurant, Long
Chim, and rooftop bar Side Note Club have already
become well-known hot spots.

Arario Gallery is the only art space housed
inside such a “hip” hotel space. The gallery has
been accentuating that vibe through its opening
exhibition «Remembering, or Forgetting».
Featuring artists from Korea, Indonesia, China,
as well other Asian countries, this group exhibition
reflects Hongdae area’s spirit of experimentation
and innovation. Unfolding at the boundary
between what is remembered and forgotten, the
artistic imagination of the featured artists can
be appreciated through their innovative forms of
art. The exhibition runs until July 1.

SYI 0f|£0] TS M, OF2t2|L A2{2| ME 2I0|= Y
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X ER9 Zstet ZdS BrHsH0] ‘F2]0i|0|EQ|

@ B1, RYSE, Autograph
Collection, 130,
Yanghwa-ro, Mapo-gu

I +82 2-338-6705

[® arariogallery.com |
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Gana Art Hannam
Hannam-Dong’'s Newest Artistic Landmark

Often mentioned as a trendy artistic quarter,

Seoul’'s Hannam-dong District has acquired one
more exhibition space that should not be missed.
Gana Art Hannam is housed in the cultural
complex Sounds Hannam, which combines
residential space with offices and commercial
premises. Sounds Hannam also includes a

Phillips auction room, and there are plans to add
a listening space and a bookstore curated by

writers and photographers. When all these spaces
are completed, the complex will become a cultural

oasis in the city. SHEEe| ME2 0= O[YE, 7ILIOIE S @ 2F, 35, Daesagwan-ro,
Located on Sounds Hannam’s second floor, EHICISt &2 SHXIZ2 HERE= ME etES0l S2{0F a I;g’g;‘:j;;% oon
Gana Art Hannam will be differentiated from the 2 MAIHO| SiLt o F7HEICt Z7HL4OtE $HEO0| 2320]Ct Sanaar.oom |
existing Gana Art Gallery in Seoul’s Pyeongchang- 71 32 MY, A A-0| gl 22l 55 235t
dong District by hosting exhibitions centered on AlE AR2= SHE0| SXIE SQICH AFRE St l g f;;;";g%f 3528 |
up-and-coming artists. The concept seems well TEA i AFRAE SOM U0, AMTIRE AR} naart.com
attuned to the special atmosphere of Hannam- Feo|Me B 2 32U F7HE ol -o|Ch 2E
dong, which is sensitive to changing trends. 30| AHEH T & F3} QAR EEF|
For its opening exhibition, Gana Art Hannam Xt2{oj g Bt
presented the solo exhibition «To Do List» ME2Z ste 250 Xj2|8t 7LLIOIE SHE2 ME
by Chang Yoo-hee, who is currently studying TS| 7|& 7HLIOLE A2 2|2t RPHE3te Xl &7t
at the Institute of Chicago’s School of Art. 22| MA|= FLtZ o Ho[Ct E-IE| Ri2tet oHHS
«___ In Context», an exhibition of artworks from SR9 27T & o2e= 2YELL R EE
the gallery’s own collection by world-class artists HRs| &7t J42I™ “To Do List'S 7HE(ZHCE. 7HAOLE
such as Lee Ufan, KAWS, and Julian Opie, runs AZEQ 0|8, 7124, 2 2| S M|AXCQ!
until July 1, and a new exhibition will be starting A7tE9| AEZ MEO|= ___ in Context' M2 7€
in mid-July. 1A7X0|H 78 E=ZRH MER MAIE o = AUCh




@ Amorepacific Museum of Art
Communication Through Culture

F 100, Hangang-daero

Yongsan-gu
@ +82 2-6040-2345
E apma.amorepacific.com|

@ g7 stz 100 |
8 0260402345

ﬁ apma.amorepacific.com|

The Amorepacific Group’s new building in Yongsan
has created a buzz with its design by world-class
British-born architect David Chipperfield. The
building also houses a rather large art gallery. In
addition to the artworks installed inside and
outside the building, the museum brings together
a large library of exhibition catalogs, a café
created in collaboration with the Finnish designer
Alvar Aalto, and a number of popular Korean
franchise restaurants. Although this is a company
building, it also functions as a communicative
cultural forum where visitors are exposed to a
variety of cultural expressions.

The keyword “communication” is an integral
part of the APMA’s opening exhibition concept.
The exhibit space features the art of
communication and response —namely
interactive art. The key figure at this opening show
is Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, a media artist who

reaches out to a wide audience through a form of
public art based on technology. The exhibition is
titled «Decision Forest» and includes 24 of
Lozano-Hemmer’s major projects, as well as five
newly presented artworks.

The works are inspired from life —they
conceptualize this source into a form of art that
combines more traditional forms of art with
science and technology, inviting a participatory
response from viewers. The more actively you
participate, the more you will appreciate these
artworks. Words and photographs are completely
inadequate to describe this exhibition, as the
artworks are not complete until the viewers
interact with them; their mood and resonance can
only be understood by directly connecting with the
artworks in the exhibition space. The exhibition
continues until August 26. @
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Buddhist Nun Chef

Jeon

Kwan'’s

spotlight

text by Park Chan-Il
photos by Jo Ji-Young

Ascetic Cuisine

Korean Zen Buddhist nun Jeong Kwan'’s dishes have taught me that delicious food is

not complete just because it contains numerous ingredients. The Zen chef always

leaves out whatever ingredient might clutter the taste. As a result, her kimchi

tastes like cabbage and her doenjang soup like soy bean paste, while her vegetable

dishes have the aroma of the land and her seaweed dishes taste like the sea.

When | am asked about Jeong Kwan,

a Zen Buddhist nun and Korean cuisine
chef, | describe her as a “cheerful
person.” When | visited her at the
Cheonjinam Hermitage of Baekyangsa
Temple in Jangseong, she put me to
work as soon as | got there: “You have
to earn your meal at a Buddhist temple,”
she explained. The nun had just
returned from grocery shopping at a
traditional market in Gwangju.

The day was cold, and the raw sea
mustard was fresh. | hung out the
seaweed on the clothesline to dry.
| remember that my hands were freezing,
but looking at her hands, | had nothing
to complain about. After | carefully
spread out the rumpled seaweed on the
clothesline with my frozen, red hands,
making sure that no part got layered over
another, she said, “Let’s eat.” | also
remember getting a weird feeling when
this short nun with a piercing glare
smiled, her eyes drooping.

Temple meals are, as she put it,
“laborious food.” It is a laborious task
to prepare temple food because it is
meant to be served to other people or
to those practicing asceticism, and as
such it has many restrictions. Simple as
they may seem, Buddhist temple cuisine
dishes require a daunting amount of
manual labor. It was even more laborious
to prepare temple food in the old days,
when monks or nuns had to grow the

crops themselves. To put an ingredient
on the table, one had to go through or
repeat many processes: plowing, sowing,
growing, harvesting, drying, steaming,
and simmering. Therefore, it is natural
that barugongyang (a formal monastic
meal) requires the diners to rinse off
their food bowls and drink the water from
them so as to waste no food.

| visited the Cheonjinam Hermitage
again a few years later, just after the
producers of Chef’s Table — a popular
Netflix documentary series —filmed an
episode there. For the producers, who
had probably racked their brains to figure
out how to shoot unusual and mystical
food, Jeong Kwan presented them with
her first ceremony: hair shaving. After all,
making temple cuisine is a part being
a Buddhist. A hair shaving ceremony is a
compressed demonstration of the
spiritual world of Buddhism, symbolizing
a firm commitment to spirituality and the
renunciation of the secular society.

“After the filming of the ceremony,
| asked them to join me for my dawn
service, to experience a real Buddhist
service rather than just filming it,”
the nun told me. Then, she added, the
filming started “without any meat,
hamburgers, or sodas.” In May, the
documentary won a 2018 James Beard
Foundation Media Award, one of the
most prestigious honors given by the
American hospitality industry.

This might get a bit lenghty, but
I would like to tell an unforgettable story
that | heard at the Cheonjinam
Hermitage: “Buddhism has 348 vinayas
(monastic rules of discipline for
eliminating evil deeds). The strictest
vinaya among them is the one on diet.
Why? Because making food involves
killing living things. Even a vegetable
contains the nature of Buddha and life.
The rule is strict because it involves
putting such things into our mouths.”

In other words, a cabbage is eaten by
humans and then recycled, which then
becomes fertilizer for other cabbages.
| took her teaching as meaning that
cooking is about intervening in the
profound truth of the universe.

Once, Jeong Kwan took me to a
cabbage field to make kimchi. After
taking a quick look around the field, she
pulled out the ugly and rough ones.

Was it proper, the act of removing plants
with undesirable characteristics from
agricultural fields? “The pretty and good
looking ones are for other people,”

she explained. “I use these ones to
make kimchi because no one else would
love them.”

| slapped my knee and took her act
as proof of her virtuosity in the practice
of asceticism. | realized that she
had fooled me while | was cleaning the
cabbages in the hermitage kitchen.
| overheard her talking to herself, “These
cabbages are the really delicious ones.
The ones that have greener stalks
and look tougher taste better. Only fools
want pretty looking cabbages.”

That's exactly what cooks do. They
cannot hide their desire for obtaining the
best ingredients. After all, temple food is
about the ingredients and cooking skills,
not about adding something special.
| still vividly remember the smile on her
peaceful face. @

Park Chan-Il is an owner and head chef of an Italian
restaurant in Seoul, and a food columnist. In 2017,
he released a book on his appreciation of Korean
Buddhist cuisine at temples across the country.
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