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text by Cho Sang-In

The Newness

of the Past
Lee Jung-Seob

Whenever the father wrote a letter to his son, he was sure to enclose

a drawing—of the face he missed, of flowers he placed next to that face,

or of the bicycle he wanted to buy for him when they would meet again.
An impoverished artist, Lee Jung-Seob’s (1916 - 1956) best presents he

could give his son were these drawings. Divided by war and poverty,

the family had always hoped to meet again, but they were never reunited.

Lee was a gifted artist who lived a short life of only 40 years.

“Fishes and Children”
15x9¢cm,

Ink on tinfoil,

1950s

“Children and Fish and Crab”

25.8x19cm,
Watercolor on paper,
1950s

Lee was born in Pyongyang and spent his
childhood in reasonable comfort. In 1928,

the Pyongyang Municipal Museum was opened.
Its location was a site where tumulus murals
from the ancient kingdom of Goguryeo had been
discovered, and naturally the murals were
displayed as the centerpiece of the museum.
The young Lee was fascinated by the dreamlike,
symbolic depictions in the murals, as well as
their rough, timeworn texture, which gave them
quite a rustic look.

Later, when the family became impoverished
and torn apart by war, Lee remembered what he
had seen at the museum and worked those
memories into his own works —a sort of “foil
drawings.” He would take the aluminum foil out of
a cigarette packet, spread it out smoothly, and
draw lines on it with a thin metal point, pressing
gently enough to avoid piercing the foil. He would
then paint it with black or dark brown ink or

pigment and rub it into the grooves with cotton or
cloth. In this way, he was adapting the technique
of the Goryeo Dynasty inlaid ceramics or that of
tin vessels inlaid with silver in metalworking.

These drawings are about the size of a palm:
15cm long by 9cm wide. Lacking the money to
buy art paper, Lee drew mostly children on these
scraps of foil. The children may well have been
his own sons.

The eyes of the children in his drawings are
composed with short horizontal lines. The eyes
are gently closed, not in sleep, but in a blissful
mood. The children are mostly accompanied by
crabs or fish. This is reminiscent of the short but
happy time that the family had spent on Jeju
Island, where they took refuge from the Korean
War. Reminiscing about that time while smoking
and thinking how time had drifted away like the
smoke of his cigarette, Lee inscribed the
memories on the foil.

The people in these drawings are closely
connected, practically entangled. That's the
unique privilege of a family that lives in close
contact. The artist liked to connect the figures
he drew: for instance, one child holding
another’s ankle.

Lee’s way of connecting figures can also be
seen in “Couple” (1953) and “Fighting Fowls”
(1955). In the former, a cockerel with blue wings
and a hen with red wings are trying hard to kiss.
The thinness of the birds creates an odd scene
that also looks just like a Yin-Yang symbol. Some
people interpret this as symbolizing the divided
Korea. “Fighting Fowls” creates a quite different
mood in which, instead of being affectionate, the
two birds are fighting and trying to bite each other.

At a solo exhibition of Lee’s work in Seoul
in 1955, an American collector bought three of
the foil drawings, fascinated by their “newness
of the past.” These pictures later became part
of the collection of New York City’s Museum of
Modern Art (MoMA). Korea’s National Museum
of Contemporary Art also owns some of Lee’s
foil drawings. These can be seen at the
exhibition «The Square (Part 2: Gwacheon)»,
opening on October 17. @

Cho Sang-In majored in art history and archaeology at Seoul
National University and went on to major in arts management at
the same university’s Graduate School of Art. She is now in

her 12th year as an art specialist reporter for the Seoul Economic
Daily’s Culture Section.
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Lee Jung-Seob, “Family,” 8.5x15cm,
Oil on tinfoil, Year unknown
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#Eiffel_Tower

QIAEITIZHOIN JIHR m2| 22t 2S
edited by Kim Sung- Hwa

Navid Nasri
@navid.nasri
Navid Nasri is an Iranian photographer who lives in
the city of art, love, light, and romance: Paris. He
loves taking photos while traveling.
The Eiffel Tower, which looks different from different
part of Paris, has particularly caught his eye.
He says: “l don’t photograph things,
| photograph the way they make me feel.”
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#paris #eiffeltower #musée_de_I’homme
#pont_de_bir-hakeim #inception
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AGENDA

FRANKFURT

Frankfurter Buchmesse
Frankfurter Buchmesse, the world’s
largest book fair since the time
Johannes Gutenberg invented the
metal movable-type printing press,
is also an event where state-of-
the-art technology and knowledge
are shared. Each year, the fair
names a Guest of Honor country
that holds a variety of events and
promotes its respective literature
and publication industry. Norway,
this year’s Guest of Honor, plans

to hold exhibitions under
the slogan “The Dream We
Carry,” which is derived from
the poem “It Is That Dream”
by the renowned Norwegian
poet Olav H. Hauge.

@ Frankfurt

October 16-20
buchmesse.de/en

SEOUL-TOKYO-TAIP

WBSC Premier 12
The Top 12 countries from the
WBSC Baseball World Rankings
list will gather to compete for a
championship prize for the first
time in four years, with matches
taking place in South Korea,
Taiwan, Mexico, and Japan. The
competition will be a test for each
country’s professional baseball
league, and as an added incentive,
participants will get their tickets to
the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games,
where baseball will make
a comeback as a main
attraction. & November
2-17 @ premierl2.
wbsc.org
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“Charlotte Moorman with TV Cello and TV Eyeglasses,” photograph, gelatin silver print, 1971

Lent by the Peter Wenzel Collection, Germany © Estate of Nam June Paik

with 10" LCD colour monitor, 349x463x495mm, 2005,
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Phyllis C. Wattis Fund

for Major Accessions, photo by Katherine Du Tiel

“Self-Portrait,” Single channel video installation
© Estate of Nam June Paik

Image courtesy of KBO

LONDON

Nam June Paik Exhibition

Tate Modern art gallery in London,
England, is holding a retrospective
exhibition on Korean-American
video artist Name June Paik,
bringing together 200 artworks
created throughout his five-
decade career. The exhibition
highlights Paik as a visionary artist
who coined the phrase “electronic
superhighway” as the future of
communication (in reference to
what is now called the Internet),
and displays many of his media
artworks, including TV Garden.
Paik’s collaborations with other
avant-garde artists, including
Charlotte Moorman, who played
Paik’s body as a cello, are also
notable displayed artworks.

@ Tate Modern in London

October 17—-February 9, 2020
tate.org.uk
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CHARACTER

Cuteness can save the world.

Check out these fascinating design
character goods and exhibitions

of design character goods, especially

if you’re a design character buff.
text by Kim Nam-Ju
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San Francisco——
Mickey Mouse

Mickey Mouse, Walt Disney Company'’s representative cartoon
character which turned 91 years old this year, has reason

to excite its fans. Disney will be releasing previously-unseen,
original sketches of Mickey Mouse. These will be on display

at the Walt Disney Family
Museum through January
2020. @ waltdisney.org

2= 91M7t E HE C|=L|9|
CHE 742!E| 0|7 OFA 7}
XS7X| ot HE SIHEH X Ql=
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S/lsto M S At=8tt

L 187X| EE D)=L Ta|
FXIHOA 2Lt 2= ALY
waltdisney.org

Barcelona—— Londji

Toy brand Londji’s characters are as familiar as
neighborhood friends, stimulating the analog sensibility
with warm colors and adorable facial expressions.

Wood toy cat Meow can be used as an interior prop and
object. 3 londji.com

EO| EHME EX|Q| HHHEIS2 SU| T7AZ MO,
M5t Mzint AZA2 EHO 2 OIEE T A4S XHSSich
2L £0| IY0| 0|QE QIEZ|0f AZT QHKZ &g
7ts38tct. @ londji.com

Seoul — SML

Sticky Monster Lab is a Korean creative studio that makes
use of multidisciplinary collaboration to create familiar but
original and catchy design characters such as giant figures
that become cool space-decorating objects and SML life
figures that look great against the backdrop of common
places like convenient stores. Soft lamps and key chains are
so cute, they seem new every time they are used.
stickymonsterlab.com

Ol SZHOIME ST QE X7t == XIO|YHE T[A,
HO|E} 20| YRl HAE HIH2 2 5h= SML life

oA & A=otHAM T MSHX| §E2 IH2E7F =2 S Tt
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I XHIZ2 HHIM At motct 7|2 Heto| ECt,

O stickymonsterlab.com

Images courtesy of SML, The Walt Disney Family Museum, Londji




of Korean
Contemporary
Art

Lee Qoe-De, “A Group Portrait IV,” oil on canvas,
177x216¢cm, 1948

PART 1.
1900-1950

Following the Tradition of ‘Righteousness’
What was the impetus that drove the Korean
society during the tumultuous years of the
late-19th-century Enlightenment period, the
Japanese occupation period, and the subsequent
liberation period? Part of the exhibit is dedicated
to the Korean artists who explored the identity
of Korea with a resolute patriotic spirit, from the
calligraphic works of Oh Se-Chang, who led the
March 1st Independence Movement in 1919, to
Kim Whan-Ki, a pioneer of abstract painting in
Korea. Viewers will gain insight into how art and
cultural movements can change in accordance
with the times. & MMCA,Deoksugung

October 19 through February 9, 2020

@ Participating Artists: About 80 artists
including Oh Se-Chang, Kim Whan-Ki, Lee Qoe-
De
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EXHIBITION

The National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea (MMCA) turns 50 on
October 20. In commemoration of its semicentennial founding anniversary and the
centennial of the establishment of the Korean Provisional Government in Shanghai, China,
the museum will be holding a special exhibition titled «The Square: Art and Society in
Korea 1900-2019», offering a sweeping survey of the developments in Korean art over the
past 100 years. text by Kim Sung-Hwa
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Ham Yang-Ah, “Undefined Panorama 1.0,”
single channel video, color, sound, 7 min,
2018-2019

Kim Tschang-Yeul, “Untitled,” oil on canvas,
23x23%x4cm, 1960s
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PART 2.
1950-2019

Art Bursting with Life

Novelist Choi In-Hun would not have been able
to freely discuss ideological issues involving
North and South Korea in his book The Square
had it not been for the April 19 Revolution, a
mass pro-democracy movement that ended
President Syngman Rhee’s dictatorship. Artists
were able to dynamically expand their freedoms
following the democratization of Korea. Part 2,
the most significant of the special exhibition,
probes the meaning of the arts in life under the
themes of “war and mourning,” “revolution and
enthusiasm,” and “healing and coexistence.”

€ MMCA, Gwacheon &8 October 17 through
March 29, 2020 8 Participating Artists: some
200 artists including Pen Varlen, Park Soo-Keun,
Lee Jung-Seob, Suh Do-Ho, Christian Boltanski

PART 3.
2019

A New Square

The MMCA interprets the square as a space
where the sense of solidarity can be maximized.
Viewing art museums as alternative squares, the
exhibition questions and reflects on the future
roles of these institutions. The exhibition also
invites visitors to send the museum a message
about their hopes and requests through a
variety of participatory programs, including
Digital Square. What do you want a museum to
be? Through individual reflection, visitors are
encouraged to become the owners of the square
called “art museum.” @ MMCA, Seoul

Present through February 9, 2020

B Participating Artists: 12 artists including Yun
Hyong-Keun, Song Sung-Jin, Eric Baudelaire,

and Nalini Malani
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New York City’s
New Star

Hudson
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1. People enjoy the urban
landscape from the top of
Vessel.

2. A man looks at Vessel from
the outdoor pool of Equinox
Hotel.

3. Hudson Yards reflected
on the glass windows of
Equinox Hotel
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Hudson Yards is vibrant new private real estate
development north of Chelsea that has been built
in place of disused railroad yards. This cultural,
entertainment, and residential complex been
called “New York’s new gem” and “a city within the
city.”

One of the buildings that make up the Hudson
Yards is the Edge, a structure that stands at the
forefront of change. The Edge boasts an outdoor
observation deck 100 floors up that provides a
wonderful panoramic view of New York City.

Meanwhile, at the center of Hudson Yards is a
structure that has the look of a spiral staircase:
Vessel. The structure’s shape has attracted much
discussion, even inviting comparisons to a UFO. To
me, Vessel was reminiscent of an engraving by M.
C. Escher in the way it consistently repeated a
pattern. At times, when its glass panels reflected
the sunlight, it also resembled a well-ripened
apple, much like the Big Apple itself.

Above all, | liked its height of 16 floors.
Although it has neither the dizzying thrill of a
skyscraper nor the vitality of being closer to the
ground level, its medium height allows you to look
at familiar sites from a new angle. You can make
use of its elevator, but | preferred walking up the
stairs because | didn’t want to miss the views of
downtown New York and the Hudson River from so
many different heights and angles. Each level
presented me with a new view, and the various
colors, textures, and styles of the structure
stimulated all my senses.
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. Sundays provides tea

for meditation.

. Inside Sundays
. The interior of The

Zodiac Room

. Sundays serves dishes

prepared with fresh
ingredients, including
Hudson Salad and
Mandarin Orange
Soufflé.
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To gain a better appreciation of Vessel,
| headed over to the Equinox Hotel —the first hotel
to be launched by the premium fitness center

brand Equinox. From the hotel’s outdoor swimming
pool, you can enjoy panoramic views of Vessel and
Hudson Yards.

If you want to pamper yourself like a New
Yorker, try a meditation and nail art session at
Sundays, in the 30 Hudson Yards Building. Get a
chemical-free manicure while listening to
40-minutes of meditation music played through
headphones, and you’ll feel better than you've ever
hoped.

For quality eats, head to The Zodiac Room, a
fine dining restaurant that belongs to the
department store Neiman Marcus. The attentive
service here includes a serving of signhature bread
and butter while you are choosing from the menu.
It's these small attentions that can transform the
ordinary into the special, and that’s exactly what
makes the Hudson Yards experience special.
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New York City’s first outlet shopping mall opened
in May. Located next to the ferry terminal on
Staten Island, the mall includes Nike, the Gap, as
well as 100 other designer brand shops. By April
of next year, the mall will also have a seafood
restaurant and beer garden with daytime and
nighttime views over Manhattan.

You can reach Empire Outlets in just 20
minutes by taking the Staten Island ferry from
Manhattan. The journey itself is an enjoyable
experience, providing views of the Statue of Liberty,
Ellis Island, and the Lower Manhattan skyline. In
the second half of next year, there are plans to
introduce a new ferry service from Hudson Yards.
We are witnessing the dawn of a new shopping era
for New York City.

People enjoy shopping
and culture experiences at
Empire Outlets.
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New York City’s

Vitality

e

Industr
City

o
jo

— QIHAERZ| A|E|
IF30f QX|3 QIAEZ| A|E|= GLt2)

2L 1009 3¢t =27 Filz ME H2
[=]

£
T
rok - mjy
rx Jm
Sz

N
[
N
]

[0 oX min

T
[
_Qé
ra
rn
iy
oo
Ao
ton
i
pal
Hu
B
(]
I
A
=2

-l
>
o
ro
N
Mo
un
mjo
13
0z
_g||_l
Ju o
Hu
b T

> mx
-l
:Oé
ful
ol
=
S
pal
(e}
=
1o
o O

2
Ie

20| 20 UCH LHX| e

[> 40 Oh m o
oy x
-

m
Im
|0 12
H

00
|
02
rg
1t}
=
02
4H
In
o>
=]
finl
09
ol
sl
mun
<2
rx

ALH 2X| gi= 0177t gl

Located in Brooklyn’s Sunset Park, Industrial City
seems like a giant organic structure. This
composite cultural complex has been created by
remodeling old buildings that had been used for
over 100 years as warehouses. The buildings are
arranged in orderly rows on a large area of land
and connected with two-way passages to create an
open space feel. To date, nine warehouses have
been made into shops and artists’ studios,
attracting small businesses and startups in
various fields. The remaining warehouses are
currently being developed, one block at a time.
With their various workshops, breweries, multi-
brand stores, and food shops, each building has
an individual character. Nothing here is ordinary:
There’s a food shop that uses only avocados in its
culinary creations, a game room for adults, and
shops that sell vintage clothing. Meanwhile, the
spaces between the buildings have been
transformed into parks and playgrounds. The tough
history embodied by these old buildings has
combined with the energy of the new ventures they
now house to create a teeming vitality. It was a
pleasure to discover such a unique and vibrant
space. And it's open for all, so there’s no reason

not to visit here.
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The history and the future of New York’s venerable
icon, the Empire State Building (ESB), are
displayed in this museum located on ESB’s second
floor and newly opened in July. As befits a building
that has appeared in so many movies, the exhibits
too are dramatic. With vivid displays, including a
recreation of a New York City street from the late
1920s unfolding like a panorama, a video
reconstruction of the building of the ESB, and an
Otis elevator display that shows the epoch-making
technology of an early elevator, you'll feel as if you
have wandered into a movie set.

The highlight of the museum is surely the

office attacked by King Kong in the Hollywood film.

You can see King Kong hanging from the building
by poking his giant fingers through the wall, as it
moves to escape the fighter planes. You can even
have your photograph taken in King Kong’s hand.
ESB’s exciting history and unique identity will give
you a new perspective of New York City. @
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In cooperation with NYC&Company (nycgo.com), Canon Korea

Consumer Imaging (canon-ci.co.kr)

Asiana Airlines operates round-trip flights between Seoul
(Incheon) and New York twice a day starting November 24,
(It currently offers daily flights to and from New York.)




Images courtesy of Empire State Building Observatory
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© 455 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10022 e £

@ +1 212-888-7000 @ lottenypalace.com

Located on Madison Avenue, in the heart
of Manhattan, the Lotte New York Palace
Hotel is renowned for being the hotel in
the drama series Gossip Girl. There are
even tours to various locations that
appear in Gossip Girl centered on the
hotel. This makes a stay at the hotel an
experience that embodies New York
sophistication and sensibility.

The most famous spot in the hotel is
the ground floor outdoor terrace.
Preserving the look of the Villard Mansion
built by the railroad magnate Henry
Villard in 1882, the terrace exudes old-
world charm. This is one of New York
City’s listed historical buildings, and it is
open to the general public, not just hotel
guests. In the evening, the terrace
becomes even more romantic in its pink
lighting.

The hotel interior is also lavishly and
elegantly decorated, proudly displaying its
5-star hotel look. Its location is perfect
for enjoying downtown Manhattan by day
or night: Rockefeller Center and Times
Square are just 10 minutes away on foot,
while Central Park, Bryant Park, or the
Empire State Building are only 30
minutes away.

Breakfast is served in the Villard
Restaurant, on the hotel’s second floor.
This is the spot where Gossip Girl’'s
Chuck Bass eats his breakfast. The
delightful selections on the menu include
Greek yoghurt, roast salmon, avocado on
toast, lobster Benedict, fresh seafood,
vegetables, and bread. A hot cup of
coffee in such a historic space is enough
to fill you with inspiration for a day in New
York.
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Taste can awaken the spirit. Here are

three fine dining restaurants that you

simply must experience while in

Manhattan.
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Image courtesy of Cote

Cote
Only a year and a half have
passed since its opening and

this Korean-style steak house has
already established itself as a popular
Michelin one star restaurant where you
cannot easily get a reservation. The
most recommended selection on the
menu is the Butcher’s Feast with
service on the level of fine dining.

2 16 W 22nd St

A +1 212-401-7986

cotenyc.com
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© 16 W 22nd St

0 +1 212-401-7986

cotenyc.com

Le Bernardin
After opening in New York, this
French seafood restaurant
attained Michelin’s highest rating of
three stars during 12 consecutive
years, from 2006 to 2018. The
excellence of the salmon, tuna, skate,
and other seafood goes without saying,
and the skill and attentiveness of the
waiters makes it all perfect.
© 155 W 51st St
O +1 212-554-1515
le-bernardin.com
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Wolfgang’s Steak House
This is one of New York’s top
three steak houses. Here you

can taste Black Angus prime-grade
beef and ribeye steak dry-aged for 28
days by the Wolfgang's Steak House’s
proprietary methods. If you want to
enjoy the rich flavor and abundant
juices of a traditional New York stealk,
you need look no further.

© 250 W 41st St

A +1 212-921-3720
wolfgangssteakhouse.net
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@ 250 W 41st St

0 +1 212-921-3720
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city break

text by Kim Myun-Joong
photos by Lim Hark-Hyoun

The Heart of Taipei

XINYI=
District

If you've ever been to Taipei, you can
very well skip this article; but if
you’re going to Taipei for the first
time, you will benefit from reading it.
It will introduce you to the charms of
a place that is sure to be visited by
every tourist on their first visit to the
city: “The heart of Taipei,” as the
Xinyi District is known.

EtO|H|OIE &t HO|at CHA2 AFEHO[2tH

0] 7|AE 28 B = ECk SHX|TH BHoF F410] Xiz
EtO[H[O0]0fl X{F 712 U= ZO0|2HH 0] 7IALE

X|LtX|X| OFAIZ. EOIH[OI0 XS 7H= Atgo[2tH &1Lt
BIEA| 7t ‘EfO|H[0]2] AF’ Ll0|7re| ifS

2AINE EOILITL 2. 2ois / Al st

]



. Taipei 101 seen from
the Breeze Department
Store’s Nanshan branch,
which was opened at the
beginning of this year

. Taipei 101 seen from the
hill beside SiSi Nan Cun
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. A seated statue of Sun Yat
Sen, with children watching
the changing of the guard
through the railings

. The changing of the guard
takes place for 19 minutes
every hour.

. Aman passes in front of a
giant advertising board in
the Xinyi Shopping District.
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Order and Tranquility
The Sun Yat-Sen
Memorial Hall

E==
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7é,
2un Taipei
Yal-Seny Gity-Hal
Memorial Station]

Taipei 101}
L}

s 1

© No. 505, Section 4,
Ren’ai Rd, Xinyi District

@ +886 2-2758-8008

yatsen.gov.tw
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It’'s 2:00 p.m. The guard who has been standing
like a mannequin without so much as blinking is

finally starting to move. He is walking without
expression in his pure white uniform, like a toy
soldier. With every step he takes, the sound of
his boots echoes inside the hall.

The display is part of the changing of the
guard—a military ritual where a guard hands his
duty over to his next comrade. After completing
the routine of marching and presenting arms, the
guards salute a big seated statue. The statue
represents the “father of Taiwan,” the respected
Sun Yat-Sen, who seems to be watching over the
disciplined movements of the guards with a
solemn expression. Nearby, a crowd of people is
quietly observing this impressive scene. Every
hour of the day, the Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hall is
packed with people who come here to see the
changing of the guard.

The building was constructed to
commemorate Sun Yat-Sen, and as such it
displays information and artifacts related to him.
But that’s not all. A variety of art exhibitions and
performances are also held here. The neatly
arranged park outside is a perfect place for a
stroll and a great spot to take photographs of
the Taipei 101 Building.
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Xinyi’s Shopping

The Xinyi District is Taipei's shoppi/g mece ..ahd ¢
thus is brimming with fashlonaEIe dressers Thez
city’s iconic building, Taipei 101 1s packed W|th
top brand stores. ? Xln}f} p15trrot actuallyha& _‘,,"'v 5/ ?

many of Taipei’'s epartment stores

shopping cente s, and famous brand shops /’
including the Breeze Depértment Store Srnkong e
Mitsukoshi Ma’llJ Bni- USter TalpeJ Store Esllte Sy
Bookstore, and Applef ore“/fT'he str’eets between ”_
these venues alég%\lways hyely with constant e

street perfon%ances to suit ev,er{ taste b

Theg dlstnct s shopplng (ynters are connected
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A Magic Bus
Jimmy’s
Moon Bus

@ No. 100, Section 5,
Xinyi Rd,-Xinyi District
@ +886 2-2729-2000

Across the road from Taipei 101 you can see a remarkable bus with its
outer skin lit up by colorful lightbulbs. Inside, a teddy bear sits at the wheel
while dreamy music plays in the background. The bus is packed with
characters and displayed scenes from When the Moon Forgot, the best-
known work of Taiwan’s world-famous picture book author Jimmy Liao. When
the Moon Forgot has been published in translation around the world,
including the USA, Britain, China, and Korea.

The best time to visit the bus is at night. The scene of the parked bus
sparkling with lights against a background of the Taipei 101 makes
an ideal Instagram photograph. While you're here, there’s also the fantastic
photo opportunity of the Taipei 101 reflected in one of the moon balls set
up beside the bus.
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1. Jimmy’s Moon Bus with
Taipei 101 in the background

2. The old buildings of SiSi
Nan Cun seen from the hill
beside SiSi Nan Cun

3. The Simple Market is held
in SiSi Nan Cun’s central
plaza every weekend.

4. Good Cho’s, a homemade
bagel store in SiSi Nan Cun
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Scattered among the sophisticated high-rise

. .
Ret rO Ta I pe I buildings in the Xinyi District are rows of older
- - buildings. Officially named The Xinyi Public
SISI Assembly Hall, this area is better known as SiSi
Nan Cun. From 1949 until the 1960s, this

Nan cu n neighborhood was home to soldiers of the

Kuomintang Army, who settled down here with

S== =iy their families after coming over from mainland
China. At that time, due to its location south of
=y Taipei the 44th Arsenal, the neighborhood became
=) Cslgtﬂfﬁl known as SiSi Nan Cun, which can be literally
aipei 1011 ] translated to “44 South Village.”
o / On weekend afternoons, the central square of
s i‘TT

SiSi Nan Cun holds a market called The Simple

@ No. 50, Songgin St, Market. Products with cute designs and
Xinyi District

simplelife.streetvoice.
com are commonly sold here.

interesting concepts, made by young designers,
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. Girls chatting outside
a building in the Songshan
Cultural and Creative Park,
which was once a cigarette
factory.

. Both the inside and outside
of the building are full of
greenery.
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Taiwan’s
Creative Base
The Songshan
Cultural and
Creative Park

b
—=Ssun Taipei =1
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Taipei 101}
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@ No. 133, Guangfu
South Rd, Xinyi District

@ +886 2-2765-1388

songshanculturalpark.
org
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In the Songshan Cultural and Creative Park, an

old and large factory building nestled between
luxuriant trees grabs your attention. The
building, constructed more than 80 years ago
during the Japanese colonial rule, used to be a
cigarette factory run by a government monopoly.

Today, the inside of the building has an
entirely repurposed space. Art exhibitions,
photography exhibitions, trendy clothing shops
and accessory stores, appear one after another,
revealing the building’s new purpose. Once a
space with a sad history, the building been
transformed into a leading base for Taiwan’s
thriving cultural and creative sector.

Outside the building, an ecology pond
provides an excellent spot for unwinding. On a
sunny day, take a seat on a bench in the shade
of a tree, and enjoy a cup of coffee as you watch
the ducks swim by on the pond. The
peacefulness will infuse your whole body.

Next to the former factory building, there is
also a Baroque flower garden with a big
fountain. Walking around this luxuriant flower
garden is another rewarding way to enjoy your
visit to Taipei. @
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Asiana Airlines has round-trips twice a day
between Seoul (Incheon)-Taipei.
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Eslite Bookstore

Taiwan’s largest bookstore

chain, Eslite Bookstore, is a
cultural landmark of Taipei. In 2004, it
was described by the current affairs
weekly Time as “Asia’s top bookstore.”
Besides having branches throughout
Taiwan, the bookstore has made
inroads into China and Hong Kong, and
according to some reports, it will open
a branch in Tokyo’s Nihonbashi District
this November. @ Xinyi branch, No. 11,
Songgao Rd, Xinyi District @ +886
2-8789-3388 D eslitecorp.com
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Discovery Center of Taipei

o

history, this is the place to go. The

If you wish to get a quick
glimpse of Taipei’s culture and

Center is set on four floors, with the
top floor occupied by the Discovery
Theater. Equipped with 360° screens,
the theater is considered the “jewel of
the Discovery Center of Taipei.” At
scheduled times, City Series films are
shown here. @ No. 1, City Hall Rd,
Xinyi District 3 +886 2-2720-8889
discovery.gov.taipei
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Linjiang Street Night Market
On a visit to Taipei, there’s no

reason to be bored at night, as
every neighborhood has its night
market. In the Da’an District, near Xinyi,
is a famous such example: the Linjiang
Street Night Market, also known as the
Tonghua Night Market. The market has
an endless selection of foods for sale,
such as oyster noodles, meat stew,
oyster pancakes, etc., so don’t make
the mistake of having dinner before you
visit it. @ Alley 1, Lane 40, Linjiang St,
Da’an District
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@ No. 2, Songshou Rd,

@ +886 2-2720-1234
grandhyatttaipei.com

“Since we’'ve come to Taipei, let’s first
go to Taipei 101.” That's what | said to
our photographer as soon as we’d
checked into the Grand Hyatt Taipei,
after a 45-minute ride from the Taoyuan
International Airport in a limousine
provided by the hotel.

| knew that Taipei’s symbol, the
Taipei 101 Building, was located nearby
the hotel, but | didn’t know that the two
were physically connected. Aside from
the main entrance, which is facing
north, the hotel has east and west-
facing entrances, and when we went out
through the east entrance we found the
bridge connecting the hotel directly to
Taipei 101. The Grand Hyatt Taipei is

the only hotel in Taipei connected to
Taipei 101.

Taipei 101 is not all that’s
conveniently located nearby: All of the
tourist attractions described previously
are within walking distance from the
Grand Hyatt Taipei. The Xinyi District is
Taipei’s busiest shopping area, and the
hotel is at the heart of it all.

A prime location such as this
guarantees the best views as well. If
your room has a view of Taipei 101,
things couldn’t get any better, but even
if it doesn’t, there’s no need to be
disappointed. At nighttime you can enjoy
a beautiful view of the Taipei skyline
from the outdoor swimming pool. The

experience

Grand Hyatt
Taipel

Without a doubt, the Grand Hyatt Taipei is Taipei’s

finest hotel.
JIFHE SIQFE ELO[H|0|= HH EO|H|0| %119 SHUO|CY,

swimming pool will please your ears as

well as your eyes — it is equipped with
the latest technology for playing music
through the water, allowing you to listen
to music while swimming.

The 850 guest rooms and suites all
create an elegant yet comfortable
atmosphere. The cozy guest rooms
decorated with Oriental paintings and
calligraphy make perfect spaces for
enjoying some peace and quiet. @
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. Inside a Grand Suite guest room
. The Japanese buffet restaurant Irodori
. Cheers, a casual dining restaurant

. The lobby is remarkable for

its huge size and ornate interior.

. Outdoor swimming pool with

its lush landscape

. Exterior of the Grand Hyatt, located

next to Taipei 101
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text by Kim Myun-Joong

photographs courtesy of
Art Photo Travel
(droneawards.photo)

| wish to be reborn as a bird in my next life,
for | would be able to live my whole time watching
life’s beautiful scenery.
Mol AJMo 2 Hi2HE M4
Ct= Moil= MZ EHO{LIL ACt HM 0|EE OfSLt2
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seoul map
text by Kim Sung-Hwa / photos by

Solitary
Seochon

Great Places to be Alone with a Book in Seoul’s
Seochon District
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The poet Park No-Hae spoke of life and love first
through words, then one day through
photographs. Ra Café Gallery displays
photographs taken by Park during his travels
around the world.

The eyes of children who have lost their
parents; a child who says she hugs her baby goat
every morning; a girl grazing a donkey without
putting down the book in her hand.... Seen
alongside the artist’s words, these scenes invite
the viewer to reflection, however serious and
introspective. Ra Café Gallery aspires to be the
threshold to a sanctuary of silence —a place
where, as soon as anyone goes in, they lower
their breath and straighten the collar of their mind
as they enter a new world.

In a corner of the café’s ground floor, the
displayed books can be freely browsed. These
books don’t tell one how to survive, but they
make you think deeply about the meaning of life
and matters of “trust,” “love,” and “eternity.”

Poetry Written in
Ra Cafeée Gallery
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One Night, One Book:
One Book Bookstore and
One Book Stay
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One Book Bookstore
@ 1F, 24, Jahamun-ro
9-gil, Jongno-gu
Tuesday—Sunday
11 a.m.—8 p.m.
@ +82 504-0904-2021
@of.onebook
ShHol ME
Q0 =27 XNoHE29Z 24
15
$p~2 221 11:00~20:00
@ 0504-0904-2021
@of.onebook




One Book Stay
@ 111, Pirundae-ro 3-gil,
Jongno-gu
@ 280,000 won per night;
330,000 won per
weekend.
+82 504-0904-2340
stayfolio.com
U=t
@ Z= Y2234 111
@ Z|0f Q1A 401 =F 14
280 2, =2 330
@ 0504-0904-2340
stayfolio.com

as

True to its name, One Book Bookstore is a
bookstore that offers just one book. Each month,
the store owner chooses a theme and a book and
introduces it in detail. The most recent theme
was “My Work” and the book was Daily Bread.
According to owner Jeong Ung, who went from
selling cement to making bread, the theme gives
the chance for reflection on “my work” (nae il)
that we had been put off till “tomorrow” (naeil).
The chalkboard provided for visitors to write on is
filled with examples of work that had been put off
by visitors, or work that they had wanted to do.
Reading those examples makes you think deeply
about the work you really want to do.

After reading the selected book, if you want to
explore the theme more deeply, walk over to One
Book Stay, located just three minutes away. Its
name means “reading one book in one night,”
and One Book Stay recommends additional
readings that go with One Book Bookstore’s book-
of-the-month theme. Here you can read while
seated on the wooden veranda of a traditional
Korean house, with your feet soaking in a small
footbath. The small attic rooms above the living
room are each provided with one book, making
perfect spots for some quiet reading. Spend a
night of reading on the floor, and you’ll soon sort
your thoughts out and get your mind in order.
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A House Like This:

Yi Sang’s House
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Yi Sang’s House is a cultural space that
celebrates and preserves artifacts that belonged
to the writer Yi Sang. These are displayed in the
house where the writer had lived for 20 years. By
studying his works and documents, visitors can
get to know this Korean modernist writer who was
little appreciated during his lifetime.

The heavy wooden chest and bookshelves in
the house were created by architect Kim Dae-
Gyun on the motif of the Tripitaka Koreana
wooden printing blocks, in keeping with the status
of Yi Sang’s works as cultural heritage. They are
also reminiscent of the story of Yi Sang, who
dreamed of being an artist, choosing the pen
name Yi Sang in a joyful spirit on receiving a
wooden box for painting materials. In that box,
some little-known artifacts of the writer Yi Sang
live on. A picture of a medicine chest, drawn by Yi
Sang for his story Wings, can also be seen as it
appeared in the first edition.

Open a large, thick metal door, and you come
to “Yi Sang’s Room.” Inspired by the description
of his “small, stuffy room” which Yi Sang wrote
about while feeling homesick in Japan, this space
has been re-designed by architect Lee Ji-Eun.
Today, in this dark room you can watch a video
about Yi Sang’s life. And if you walk up the stairs
that lead out of the room, light comes flooding in.
Outside is a little terrace, barely big enough for
one person. Go out and stand on it, and you may
be reminded of the ending line of Yi Sang’s
Wings: “Let’s fly. Let’s fly. Let’s fly. Let’s fly just
one more time. Let’s try flying just one more
time.”
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pasta with Geuraedo Farm’s cherry tomatoes 0| S5 & A0|Ct @

shows just how lovely the taste of good
ingredients can be. The lunch menu changes

daily, and when you go to Duomo you may just R - T I

exclaim to yourself: “Ah, this is how the dishes ec.pes as rave ogue:

Duomo Books and Cooks
The recipe books displayed here are provided

by owner Heo In as much for herself as for her HADEtE 037 — £ BAMIA
employees. She also likes to see her guests
deeply absorbed in reading. Duomo is not a book
café, but in it you can find recipes by eminent
chefs, from Jamie Oliver to Antonio Carluccio.

For Heo, reading recipe books feels like
traveling. Last year she visited one of the places
that she had previously known only through
books: Chez Panisse. There, she tasted the
cooking of Alice Waters. “My heart was full,” she
said. “The food made with California’s quality
ingredients was simple to look at, but the flavors
were deep and subtle.” At Duomo, you’'ll be able
to enjoy a meal while browsing one of the owner’s
prized books by Alice Waters. Without separating
the two, you'll experience great food and travel in
your mind to the beautiful places where it
originates. @




Barbara Kruger
is an artist

who acts on her
beliefs. She
speaks firmly of
the irrationality
that surrounds
us by connecting
it with various
conflicts in
politics, power,
gender, class,
and race. In that
respect, she is
a social and
cultural critic,

as well as a
humanist and
poet.

spotlight

text by Kim Kyoung-Ran / photos by Chung Hee-Seung

IS Her Identity?
ara Kruger

In 1965, while studying at Parsons School of
Design in New York City, Kruger supported
herself by taking a job with the magazine
company Condé Nast. She worked there for 10
years as an editorial designer for Mademoiselle,
House and Garden, and Aperture. During that
time, she gained an exceptional understanding of
the power of images in the popular media and
the effect and influence of combining images
with text. Those 10 years laid the foundation for
Kruger’s later work as an artist.

Kruger used to feel intimidated when she
went to art galleries and saw artworks that were
difficult to understand. Those experiences left
her with many questions: Why should canvases
painted with pigments be called works of art? In
that sense, could cut-out and pasted
photographs and text also be called works of art?
She continued to reflect deeply on these and
other such questions.

After leaving Condé Nast in the mid-1970s,
Kruger started creating artworks using handicraft
techniques and presented collections of
photographs mixed with text. However, the
question of what it meant to be an artist,
or the messages that she wanted to convey
remained question marks in Kruger’'s mind.
Around 1981, Kruger started to find answers to
her questions, and began to present artworks
in what we would now call the “Kruger style.”

The most typical characteristic of the “Kruger
style” is the advertisement or poster format with
text arranged over a black-and-white photograph.
Kruger chooses her images from old magazines
and catalogs because images in the popular
media reflect the fixed concepts and ideologies
of their time. She then edits these images to fit
her own message, adding her own text to the
artwork. That's pretty much the basis of Kruger’'s
“paste-up” technique.

Kruger uses common language to create

simple, clear messages so that even people who
are unfamiliar with contemporary art can easily
understand them. Her signature red text boxes
and red frames are strategically used for
immediately attracting the viewer’s attention. Her
goal as an artist is to be accessible to mass
audiences, to communicate with them intimately,
and evoke a sympathetic response from them. By
doing that, she hopes to stir and awaken the
critical sense that lies buried in our repetitive
daily life, and bring up our forgotten questions.

Kruger points clearly to her artistic
inspiration: “The motive of my art is doubt. I'm
more interested in questions than answers.”
According to her, “art is a commentary on the
artist’s experience of the world expressed
through visual forms, music, or written words.”

That’s certainly true of Kruger’s work. Through
commentary on a wide range of world-wide
phenomena, she shows us how our desires are
formed and how we form relationships with
others. “I shop, therefore | am,” she’ll tell you. Or,
“You delight in the loss of others.” Or, “Your
comfort is my silence.” These phrases were
coined in the 1980s, yet they still make us nod
our heads in agreement today.

In her recent large-scale artwork “Untitled
(Forever)” (2017), Kruger quotes sentences from
novels by Virginia Woolf and George Orwell. It's
surprising how the insights revealed by sentences
written so long ago still have the power give us
goose bumps. Kruger says this happens because
“issues of power and values unfortunately remain
unchanged as time goes by.”

The artist’s stance has been consistent in
prodding her audiences to think deeply about the
questions that remain under the surface of their
daily lives, evoking a sympathetic response to
them, and by doing so aspiring for a better world.
One of her representative works, “Untitled (Your
body is a battleground),” was created in support

Images courtesy of Konnect Entertainment
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1. “Untitled (Your comfort is
my silence),” print,
151.76x107.47x6.67cm,
1981, Glenstone Museum,
Potomac, Maryland

2. “Untitled (Forever),”
print on vinyl wallpaper,
dimensions variable,
2017, Collection of
Amorepacific Museum of Art

of the 1989 demonstrations in Washington DC
for women'’s reproductive freedom and the
legalization of abortion. Her artwork was used on
posters held by demonstrators.

Even today, one can find inscribed on the
walls of buildings, billboards, skate parks and
even New York subway cars, Kruger’'s questions:
“Whose justice?”; “Whose values?”; “Who
owns what?”

Since the 1990s, Kruger’s artwork has
included video installation. In this age when we
can access limitless video content through sites
such as YouTube, Kruger’s large-scale video work
“The Globe Shrinks” has plenty to say. The
viewer, surrounded by large video screens,
becomes immersed in the narrative depicted by
the videos. The style of viewing, designed to
follow the constantly changing screens, mimics
our lives — surrounded by and always either
following or being followed the media.

Now in her mid-seventies, Kruger still has her
finger on the pulse of contemporary life, producing
content suitable for communicating with mass
audiences. She still lectures in Los Angeles and
exchanges ideas with her young students. She is
even up-to-date with Korean popular culture such
as the K-pop group BTS. Her knowledge comes
from her interest in people and the world. Earlier
this year, during her first visit to Korea, she
constantly asked questions about Korean history,
politics, and culture.

Barbara Kruger is now holding her first solo
Asian exhibition in Seoul. For this exhibition, she
has produced a new text in Korean: “Plenty should
be enough.” These eight syllables perhaps form
the core message that Kruger wants to share with
viewers through her exhibition. @

Kim Kyoung-Ran is curator of the Amorepacific Museum of Art.
Kim curated the exhibition «Barbara Kruger: Forever», which is
running at the Amorepacific Museum of Art until December 29.
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1. “Untitled (E&25lH2t=52}),”
print on vinyl,

site-specific installation,
600x2,170cm (total),
2019, courtesy the artist
and Sprith Magers
Installation view
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